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„A cool head, a burning heart and absolutely clean hands"-The famous words 
of Felix Edmundovich Dzerzhinsky (1877 - 1926), the founder of the Russian or 
more precisely the Soviet political police, hung on the walls in offices of the 
Ministry of National Security, the Interior Ministry and the State Security. The 
School for State Security members in Prague was named after him; his portrait 
decorated many prizes awarded within the department. "The Father of the 
Red Terror" became the symbol of Czechoslovak security sovietisation when it 
copied the Soviet organisational structure and forms in particular; it also became 
the symbol of the working methods used by the communist secret police in 
Czechoslovakia and its close contacts with the KGB. 

For more than four decades, the State Security (forces) - the power base of 
the Communist Party substantially influenced the (Czecho)Slovak history of the 
last century. It became one of the symbols of the communist era of our history, 
and one of the tools to control and dominate society, as well as an information 
source for the establishment of that time. 

Several factors shaped the State Security. To a certain extent, it was the 
successor of similar forces from the past. Nevertheless, there were other facts 
and circumstances that particularly formed and shaped it. At first, it was the 
product of the time of its generation - the years after the end of World War II, the 
years when the Communist Party representatives launched a struggle for power, 
which was hidden in its beginnings. The State Security was a product generated 
in this fight as well being its tool. From the home affairs point of view we may say 
that security became both the subject and the object of political struggles, and 
finally, in 1948, also one of the principal tools of the coup d'etat. Internationally, 
the most important fact was that Czechoslovakia fell under the Soviet sphere of 
influence. The original State Security (ŠtB) structures were not influenced by the 
Soviet pattern that much; its work methods were adopted, but the organisational 
structure was only copied later. And last but not least, contacts with the Soviet 
Union intelligence services served as a good recommendation for a promotion, 
or at least increased the possibility of having your way. 

Throughout its existence, the State Security was a kind of composite of 
intelligence service and political police. Its primary task was to guarantee the 
power and dominance of the Communist Party, and indeed, it used all available 
means to ensure that - intelligence and oppressive measures. Moreover, its 



unusual and specific position within the regime was also emphasised by the fact 
that, except for very short periods, throughout its existence it reported directly 
to the top political bodies. It was the Communist Party which tasked the State 
Security, and which determined its relationship with the prosecution service and 
the courts, as well the state administration bodies. 

The State Security and its counter-intelligence units in particular, represented 
the primary oppressive tool to suppress basic human rights and freedom, in 
order to keep the Czechoslovak Communist Party in power. The State Security's 
character, being the political police of the Communist Party, resulted directly from 
directives governing its activities. A class-based approach and the leading role 
of the Communist Party in society were the prerequisites for the State Security's 
activities, which also implied other commitments such as close cooperation with 
the Soviets, etc. 

Looking at the history of this institution, quite a clear distinction between 
its Slovak and nation-wide divisions can be found until 1949. In our book, we 
try to pay most attention to the Slovak specifics, also when the State Security 
was deeply centralised - therefore we have allocated more space to its regional 
units in Slovakia in the 50s and 60s of the previous century, when there was 
no State Security headquarters (central office) in Slovakia; that was to a certain 
extent replaced by the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior (or the 
National Security Corps) in Bratislava. Federalisation of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic required more changes. A more stable structure emerged in the 70s  
when the XIIth Directorate1 was established within the National Security Corps, 
and this structure was maintained until the fall of the communist regime. Again, 
this allows us to extract the Slovak context from the national one. 

Our objective was to give a certain insight into the history of State Security 
in Slovakia in this gripping book, describing its history since its establishment 
until the very end of its existence. We believe that this book will promote and 
enhance interest in our recent past in non-expert readers also. Indeed, knowing 
the dark sides of the totalitarian past and interest in it are the key steps for us to 
be able to deal with it. 

Matej Medvecký 

1 Transl. note: Roman numerals were often used that time, not only in administration;  
the same numbering as in the Slovak original. 
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The State Security organization in Slovakia was influenced by two key 
facts in the period 1945 -1948; the first was the efforts of communists 
to control the state administration, and the second was the preparation 
of the communist putsch. Similarities can be found in all future Soviet 
bloc countries. In Slovakia, this meant in particular fabrication of the so-
called Hlinka's Party underground and linking it with political opponents. 
In the Czech part of the Republic, the "uncovering"ofthe underground 
linked with anti-Beneš exiles was planned. The purpose-built links of 
the communists' political opponents with exile groups was a well tested 
scenario over time. The importance of the secret service and state-
security police units prior to the 1948 putsch is underlined also by 
the fight for these, as well the way these were discussed in the 
Government and the Parliament, the Board of Commissioners and 
the Slovak National Council. The VIth and the VIIth units within the 
Commission for Internal Affairs became the symbol of communist 
tyranny even before the putsch; their methods were also said to be 
"Gestapo-like", even when mentioned in the Slovak National Council. 

The restoration of Czechoslovakia, being one of the war objectives of the 
allies, confronted the future representatives of the state with certain key questions. 
Probably the most important involved the principles that the future republic was 
to be built and based on. Although the structure agreed by politicians claimed 
allegiance to the democratic tradition, the reality was quite different. Only six 
political parties were to be officially allowed in the post-war Czechoslovakia, 
which would form the so called National Front. Any other political entities were 
to be created only subject to its approval. Moreover, there were many other 
factors influencing the political climate in the country. The shift towards the 
Soviet Union proved to be the principal factor influencing the future direction of 
the country, which implied the agreement of the Powers, as well as the consent 
of both Czech and Slovak politicians and their insufficient resistance against 
this fact. For example, the entente with the USSR of December 1943, and the 
adoption of the so-called Košice Government Programme in April 1945, limited 
to a large extent the possibilities for independent and democratic developments 
in Czechoslovakia. Since 1945, Communist Party representatives took very 
thoughtful steps that were obviously directed towards gaining control over key 
positions in the state administration; among others, one of their objectives was 
to control the police, in particular its secret service and state security units. 

The dissolution of old security units and interviews with their members who 
wished tojoin the newly established police forces called the National Security was 
of substantial importance. To defend these steps, explanations were used that the 
security forces had failed during the war and when the Slovak Republic (and the 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia) existed. This solution and approach were 



Jozef Lietavec; the ever 
first State Security 
head in Slovakia 
Source: Archive of the 
Slovak National Uprising 
(SNP) Museum 

in particular enforced by the Moscow leadership of the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party (KSČ). In May 1944, their leader Klement Gottwald announced that new 
security forces were to be established in the new Czechoslovak Republic. 

The fact that representatives of the Communist Party left no chances open 
in Slovakia is also proved by the fact that they had already secured the position 
of Commissioner for Internal Affairs during the Slovak National Uprising; Gustav  
Husák was nominated. Within the Internal Affairs Commission, the IIIrd (security) 
unit was established which was in charge of intelligence (secret service) and 
state security related issues within the territory controlled by the members of 
the resistance. The unit was led by Jozef Lietavec, a young radical communist. 
Nevertheless, there is little information about this unit. Its most visible activity 
was the spontaneous and often groundless arrests of people considered to be 
German or politically unreliable. The Commission was abolished together with 
its IHrd unit after the National Uprising was defeated in autumn 1944. It was 
established again within the territory of the new restored Czechoslovakia. When 
the World War II (WWII) was about to end, the city of Košice became the seat of 
that time of the Czechoslovak and Slovak authorities, since it had already been 
liberated on 19th January 1945. Until 7th February 1945, there were specialised 
units and departments of the Slovak National Council that also fulfilled tasks of 
state administration, among others, the Department for Internal Affairs. By 4th 

February, a "Division for Democratic State Security" was established within that 
Department, and the next day a decision was taken to organise the security forces 
forthwith. Representatives of the Democratic Party and the Slovak Communist 
Party reached a compromise agreement regarding the future shape of the 
security forces. On 23rd February 1945, the Board of the Slovak National Council 
adopted its Resolution № 6 in which it dissolved the current gendarmerie and 
police corps and Resolution № 7 establishing a new police corps - the National 
Security. Representatives of the Slovak and Czechoslovak Communist Party did 
not yet manage to enforce the Soviet-inspired militia police model and thus 
control it fully. Democratic Party representatives thwarted that emphasising that 
the Gendarmerie had taken part in the Slovak National Uprising, and arguing 
about the limited experience and lack of qualification of militia members, as well 
as their eccentricities. Finally, the National Security crystallised as some sort of 
hybrid. Despite that, Slovak communists managed to control the specialised state 
security and secret service forces within the Commission for Internal Affairs. 

Appointing Gustáv Husák, the deputy chairman of the Slovak Communist 
Party, as Commissioner for Internal Affairs at the end of February 1945 was the 
key moment for the future development of the secret service and security police 
forces. Husák managed to translate the Communist Party ideas to the National 
Security. Assisted by Rudolf Viktorin (a former member of Social Democracy who 
joined the Communist Party later), he staffed the newly formed secret service 
and security police corps solely with members or sympathisers of the Slovak 
Communist Party. Viktorin was appointed commander of the 2nd division of the 
National Security Headquarters, which dealt with state security issues. Communist 
Party member Matej Bél was appointed Viktorin's deputy, and he immediately 
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introduced communist political organisation in the office. Unfortunately Bél had 
no experience in police work and was soon replaced by former Gendarmerie 
member Viktor Sedmik. For several months, the IIIrd unit of the Internal Affairs 
Commission and 2nd division of the National Security Headquarters with its 
regional branches operated simultaneously. Moreover, both offices were tasked 
with secret service and state security issues. This was only a temporary situation 
until clarified and settled. Going back to this period of time is more than difficult 
owing to very few documents being available, and also because of frequent 
personnel exchanges and the conduct of these police forces that can hardly be 
called "official"; e.g. new staff were recruited based on personal acquaintance 
without any proper approval or even notification of supervising bodies. 

The 2nd division of the National Security Headquarters was in charge of state 
security and the political secret service. In the regions, there were 2nd (regional or 
district) divisions of the National Security reporting to the HQ, tasked with state 
security-related issues, and also dealing with retribution cases and cleansing of 
public life. Political secret service activities were originally carried out by the 
special secret service section within the National Security District Headquarters in 
Bratislava 1, and later, from early July 1945, its tasks were taken over by the Secret 
service division within the 2nd division of the National Security HQ. Staff working 
in the newly established 2nd division of the National Security HQ performed and 
controlled secret services in the whole of Slovakia, including intelligence related 
to the protection of important offices and enterprises. They also monitored radio 
broadcasting. The dissolution of the 2nd division of the National Security HQ and 
the establishment of the Political Intelligence HQ as of 1st November 1945 was 
a key organisational change; it took over the structure of its successor split into 
state security and intelligence section (secret service), as well the regional offices 
network (District Security Department), including their competences and staff, 
in general. This organisational metamorphosis of the future State Security (ŠtB)  
lasted for only one month, until the VIth unit was established within the Commission 
for Internal Affairs on 1st December 1945, again, led by Rudolf Viktorin. The unit 
had two sections that were further split according to the issues these dealt with. 
The Ist section (State Security) was further divided into five divisions; Division 1/1  
monitored the political situation, its staff prepared situation reports (intelligence 
reports), monitored the activities of political parties, associations, churches, 
cooperation with National Committees, and also illegal movements, distribution 
of pamphlets, etc. Division 1/2 was in charge of the public (retributory) judiciary 
and cleansing of public life and related matters; Division 1/3 was in charge of the 
registration and censorship of printed materials; Division 1/4 dealt with issues of 
minorities and foreigners; and Division 1/5 supervised the economy and industry 
(naturally, from the state security point of view). The IInd section - secret service - 
was split into four divisions. Division I I / l dealt with defence-related intelligence, 
and Division II/2 -intelligence service, with espionage. Here it has to be noted 
that offensive intelligence from Bratislava mainly targeted Austria and Hungary, 
and to a limited extent also Poland and exile groups. Staff working for Division 
II/3 were in charge of building and registering, in particular, the network of 



confidants and agents; and Division II/4 was in charge of technical and research 
tasks for the purposes of the secret service and state security (reproduction of 
documents, taking photographs, production of secret ink for letters, ultraviolet 
photography, comparing handwriting and letters written by various typewriters, 
preparing expert opinions, etc.). Besides, they produced falsified testaments, 
signatures, securities, banknotes or any other falsified ID cards for their needs. 
They also tested forgeries and imitations, and were in charge of ballistic testing 
and similar activities. The VIth unit of the Internal Affairs Commission had 427  
employees in total (including regional offices and district security departments 
where there werel45 people; 158 people worked for the Ist Section and 124 for 
the IInd Section). In 1945, almost 52% of all employees working for the VIth unit of 
the Internal Affairs Commission were Communist Party members. Another 43.5%  
had no political membership and only 4.5% were members of the Democratic 
Party. However, these figures are only relative and certain cautiousness needs to 
be applied, as, for example, Jozef Ilčík - head of the Ist Section within the VIth Unit 
of the Internal Affairs Commission, as well his deputy Teodor Baláž, were listed as 
non-party members. No doubt, they were too political, being key supporters of 
communist politics in the security machinery in Slovakia. The method applied in 
recruiting new security machinery staff allowed members or sympathisers of the 
Communist Party to infiltrate its structures. The dominance of Communist Party 
members in the VIth Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission and their factual and 
voluntary subordination to the Slovak Communist Party administration are highly 
visible, at that time. Leaders of the Slovak Communist Party used its influence in 
these forces of power in particular by consulting and counselling the security 
forces staff. In particular, they applied this method in solving cases that could 
have political impact. On the other hand, security staff often took their own 
initiative. Officers working with the VIth Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission 
met Slovak Communist Party politicians regularly, also having social contacts 
with them and in certain cases, closer personal relationships can also be found. 

We have only very fragmental and incomplete information about contacts 
between intelligence and security officers and their Soviet counterparts. 
Nevertheless, we know that pro-communist oriented staff of the VIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission regarded their colleagues from the USSR intelligence 
service highly and maintained lively contacts with them. A similar approach was 
taken with colleagues from Yugoslavia. Many officers from the VIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission attended specialised intelligence workshops in the 
USSR, and thus, the continuation of these contacts can also be assumed after 
1945. Besides, we are certain that Slovak security machinery staff cooperated 
with the Soviets through their Bratislava Consulate, and, moreover, there were 
also contacts and collaboration with units in the Soviet Occupation Zone in 
Austria, in Vienna in particular. 

Soon after the end of WWII, the security forces in Slovakia were relatively 
independent. Despite a certain subordination tothecentral Ministry ofthelnterior 
in Prague, the Commissioner's Office was assigned broad competences, which 
reflected historical developments, and the fact that both the Slovak National 
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The case of Štefan Chalmovský and 
accomplices was the first big case that 
the Internal Affairs Commission staff 
uncovered and fabricated together 
with counter-intelligence. In many 
aspects, it foreshadowed the show 
trials in Slovakia for at least the 
next 10 years. Chalmovský and his 
friends established a small illegal 
group ideologically linked to the 
Hlinka's Party regime. Its members 
felt under pressure from the people's 
democracy regime in the restored 
Czechoslovakia and did not approve 
of the state authorities' measures, 
e.g. the restrictive policy against the 
Catholic Church. Chalmovský and his 
friends (Albert Púčik, Anton Tunega, 
Jozef Huba and Augustín Huba) were 
planning to establish an organisation 
that would collect information for 
the Slovak Government in exile, and 
also some form of the Slovak Hlinka's 
People Party, in the underground. Their 
activity became real after Chalmovský  
and Anton Kšinant opened contacts; 
at that time, the latter was hiding in 
forests in order to avoid retribution 
trial. Their major objectives were quite 
mildly formulated - fighting against 
communism and for the Christian 
world view, for the establishment 
of social order and the democracy, 
restoration of the Slovak state, whether 
within a Czecho-Slovak or a broader 

Central Europe Federation. However, 
the state security learned about them 
and a group of staff from the Political 
Intelligence HQ, i.e. the VIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission, travelled 
to the city of Topolčany  
at the end of November, and together 
with the defence related intelligence 
staff commenced arresting and 
interrogating them. State security staff 
also "added" other objectives 
to the Chalmovský and accomplices 
in order to create the impression of 
a large "Hlinka's Party underground". 
A group of young scouts led by Štefan  
Krajčík was fabricated to be the 
"secret Hlinka's Youth" who were 
supposed to collect weapons. Finally, 
a poacher and an adventurer were 
turned into the so called "White 
Guard", supposedly an armed anti-
communist unit. The interrogation 
was violent. Karol Baroš from the 
VIth Unit of the Interna I Affairs 
Commission hit the detained Tibor  
Benkovič so harshly that he died within 
a couple of hours as a result of torture. 
The Internal Affairs Commission 
leaders, in order to avoid further 
interrogation, "hid" Baroš in allied 
Yugoslavia, and later in Vienna, giving 
him money and a political letter 
of recommendation. He only returned 
to Slovakia in 1949, and was appointed 
directly to the State Security. 

Council (SNR) and the Board of Commissioners were assigned competences 
allowing them to apply their own visions in shaping the state administration 
(police, as well). This situation is underlined also by the fact that the National 
Security Corps were established by an order adopted by the Slovak National 
Council, whereas in the Czech part of the Republic, there was no legal provision 
supporting their existence until 1947, when the National Security Act was 
adopted. The subordination of the intelligence-security unit of the Internal Affairs 
Commission was much more a political (via the Slovak Communist Party) rather 
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ID card issued for Baroš  
by the editors 
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Ěa čooitok k trestnímu o zraneniu (ktorého odpis předlo í in-, 

Hlásili, г e osobní veci nebohého Tibora EienkoviEe až Ш hodiny, 
эо ly vrátení o l í c v í netiohébo .Vyí etrovanira nepodarilo s í zisti-- kto "so  
zrn cni 1 3 pom «natřeli hr>dir4ck,4v£ak jav i s a byt pravdepodobný La zú-
=estrone! tanajaiebe o Ôboru, ktorí s s lÚĚaítníl i vy í stravinia Eenko-
vlía a spal.,hodiniek es nemocnili» 

Predností. VI, odboru 

Свив оартгимяай в Сювйхап, ЧСР. адтмр-

ŁusT, чт« ř. S О р д як является 
T ' h Я- p Oíff -

рчшггарон куцныя .Парты",шитрчиюго 
«iprjidii Сойм ttapTttJůiron a Слоыкви. 

Уплв*лслляей кг учреждай» и оргаеш, 
«по бы iii m И-чи-шишашому припилят со-деЛ - 
спи* ирн исомгасвии его кдейЙделпдогаП 
**n_viiiiiu4ríii n по.чагагг п оттитсгаргнюй рл-
liii!.: 

РСНВДШМ 

r.T.initiJki 

Sváa pjurffzäŕinr па Slovenčín/, LSfl, 
potvrdzuje, ŕe 

pán 

lýŕilľuniliii >№u1iz4a<, uelľoiliii'l'ni or-
líí rtu Sviiiu parli ía nov rta Sloveitslm, 

ŽJailiute všHl<y liradv a'uílanoVizne, 
alty (nerovaniímu pri vykojuKnní no-
vitiíiríkcj finnosli vviÍtJľLkíiIv t (Ulrely 
a nm pnqHpialy v if ho zoHpoved-
nrj pľíci. 

Иго lietave 



Povereníctvo vnútra - VI.odbůr, •Г^ - 1 , 4 ' 
šZsr jeán . ь d ô v . / 4 e _ ľ r . D ô v e r n é . 

T r e s t n é o z n á m e n i e . 

A* 

Karol В а г o í j n a r . 3 . 7 . 1 6 1 7 Liatavská LÚČkatokrea S i l i n a , p r í s l u š -
ný do Batuakej Bys t r i ce ,Okres Banská Bystr lca Ť národnosti slovenskej t r im. 
K a t o l í k , slobpdný, poručík íJärodnej bszp e Cnosti , zaradený u VI. odboru Po-
v e r eníctva vnútri od. 4.mája 1 5 4 $ , obvodný roSnlk 1937 , absolvent 4 . t r . 
nmSt. äkoly S roč .vySäej priäsryseinej Školy, tool w znamenaný partizánskym 
vyznsoenanín -SSSa. 

B . 

Karol Baroě 60 svojou 5 člennou stopovásou skypinou konal dfia 3 . - S . 
deegmhrs 1S45 stopovanie po M e l y c n p^rtiat-jioch v o k á l i - Hapolčlaujůlcree 
Topoliany. 

Роба a tohoto stopovania p o r . í B Karol ВйгоЁ reap . j «си pr idelení orgá-
noví a , alebo p r i s l u č n i c i s tanice iffl íopoli аду, zadržal viao oaób podezře- 
l ý c h z i l e g á l n e j č innost i b ie lych part izánov. Zadržaná osoby boly predvá-
dzané na s t a n i c u KB Tůpolčany, kde por.BaroS viedol osobne vypočúvanie 
vfietkýcb podezřelých. 

Лко do vodne půdo z r e l ý z i le gá ln e j č innost i bielych partieánov, bol . me-
dzi inyuji jŁSdrŁanr a j Tibor Eenkovič z Kitr ianskej Str ody, okr 6 s Topolciny. 

U b o r Berikovič počas jeho za,držania v p r e m e nezistenom čase - nedal 
23 hod.ала decembra 1Ł45 a 4.hod.d3vi S.decembra 1&Ł5 v budove s t a n i c e 
í® 1ůpoIč :;ny гоиге1. Pr íč ina jeho smrti dosial z i s t e n á nebola taváak j e po-
dozrenie , äa nezomrel sttitIou p r i r o b e n o u , 

Por*Barôl^Jé~podíizre].ý(f,e zo ьавгйадуп Benkov i čo m počas vyšetrovania 
z l e nakladal a to v zAujtoe úspešného výsledku vyšetrovania t . j . aby odha-
l i l väetky oeobFytlítaré sú v epojenis i leg.hnutíí í b ie lych part izánov. 

C. 
Vyšetrovaním bolo í i s t e n é , ŕ e por.Karol BaroS во svojou stopovadou 

skupinou dňa Б, decembra 1S45 v ranných hodinách, previezol mŕtvolu Ti -
bora В едко Vii a do ľľitry. P o r . Baro Ě na štátnom z á a t u p i t e l s t v e v Nitre vy-
hla d a l prokurátora ИЙ. Stefana Valenta a oznámil mu, £e zadržal Tibora  
Benkoviča x Ll tr isnskoJ Stredy, pre dôvodné podozrenie z p r o t i š t á t n e j 
č i n n o s t i . Por, Baro ä 5 a l e j prokurátorovi Dr. Valentovi oznámil, г e zadr- 
řaný BenkoviČ aomrel a ako p r i í i n u smrti por .Paro£ udal p o ž i t i e neznámeho 

t e j pr íč iny požiadal por.BaroE prokurátora Or .Val entú, aby n a r i a -
d i l vykonania súdnej p i t v y Eenkoviča*Prokurátor Dr. Valent г moci svojho 

vojenský súd I . s t o l i o e B r a t i s l a v a . 



or those granted special permits. 
The staff of the VIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission 
managed to arrest some of them 
(František Petráš, Rudolf Kačeriaк,  
Viliam Mihalovič) and learnt where 
Štefula could be found. Following an 
agreement with the Soviets, a group 
of staff from the Internal Affairs 
Commission travelled to Vienna 
(Šimon Čermák, Ján Křižko and 
Juraj Glazer) and "arrested" him 
in the neutral 1st District of Vienna. 
Štefula made the return journey 
a bit dramatic, seizing the steering 
wheel causing problems for the driver, 
who could hardly keep the car on the 
road. Finally, they managed to bring 
Štefula to Bratislava; the report 
on his arrest was falsified, giving 
an incorrect location for the arrest. 

than a state administration link. However, there were strong centralising trends 
present in the Interior Ministry that culminated shortly after the elections held 
in 1946. The success of democrats in the elections resulted in the Communist 
Party representatives fearing the loss of their influence in the VIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission. While the 1st Prague agreement on splitting 
competences between Czechoslovak (state) and Slovak (local) authorities and 
bodies in the summer of 1945 stipulated that only secret service acting abroad 
was the state one, and the others were supposed to coordinate their activities, 
the 3rd Prague agreement critically limited the Internal Affairs Commission's 
competences, including those of its VIth Unit. Communists in the security service 
also contributed to this step themselves, as they were not sure whether they 
would be able to keep their posts in the Internal Affairs Commission, and were 
very actively convincing the new Commissioner - Mikuláš Ferjenčík - about 
the need for higher subordination to the Ministry of the Interior. Already on 5th 

September 1946, Mikuláš Ferjenčík, the Commissioner for Internal Affairs signed 
an agreement with the Ministry of the Interior according to which the structure 
of the Commissioner's Office should, to the extent possible, mirror the structure 
of the Ministry. Moreover, the start of close cooperation between these two 
offices was ordered. Accordingly, the Ministry of the Interior developed a plan for 

2 Transl. note: it can be translated as Illegal Secret Service Fighting for the Slovak State. 

The Slovak security machinery 
occupied one very sad first position. 
Together with the Soviets, the staff 
of the VIth Unit of the Internal Affairs 
Commission carried out the first ever 
kidnapping from a foreign country - 
executed by the Czechoslovak 
secret service. This was the case 
of university student Michal Štefula,  
who, having suffered personal 
problems, decided to get involved 
in illegal activity in an organisation 
which he called "Štatistická ilegálna  
tajná služba2". This organisation 
was soon exposed,although Štefula  
managed to escape to Vienna, where 
he maintained contacts with the 
Slovak community within the Holy 
Comforters Church located at 
Rennweg №63, also meeting people 
who travelled to Slovakia illegally 



P o v e r e n í c t v o v n ú t r a . 
C L S L O : 1 2 L Q Z I ' V M [ / K - 1 S 4 6 . 

Vec: Sluíobný Ddznai: štÄtotwzpeénostncj 
služby — zavedenie. 

Bratislava 23. i ú! I94fi 

Z|>rnv. - 'l U j. 

Ifu<lľ;i rozJtToviiiko! 
127 

Výkonné orgány politicko-zpravodajské; služby na celom rácmt ČSR sú vybavení 
ŕluínbnýni kovovým odanikom .Bezpečnostná služba" (vití fotografiu), 

V českých ícmiach nápis na kovovom odznaku je v ieskom mení ..Bezpečnostní 
sluźba'* a IIh Slovensku v znení slovenskom „Bezpečnosti]i služba" 

Držiteľ kovového odznaku BS má okrem toho sbJobnú legitimáciu, v c>chách a 
na Morave v yd ли ú Miniete ratvom vnútra a na Slovensku vydanú PovMentetrom vnútru 

VI. odborom. 
ätátiK n samosprávne úrady, ich orgány. aJco i j verejné a súkromné ústavy, orga-

nizácie. korporácie, sú povinní majiteľovi služobného odznaku BS poskytnúť všetky in 
Formácie, účinnú podporu a viestrinnú pomoc pri výkone jeho služby. 

Kovoví odznaky BS sú evidenčne očíslované od its. 1 aí 250. Na rube odznaku je 
pripcvňovicie zariadenie a na líci vyzerá presne takto: 

f o p i s : 
CHznsk 55 Je tvi.ru  
O'írúíilehú q v r lemu- 
ra -i om.;[VleiJa bie-
la.poditjLtd pod hvie-
zdou ir.3drý,;iipl.sy a 
jzod^lsd pod. š t á t , 
znikła í e m ä a ý , š t á t -
ny гппk.podklad f od 
uApiuai e obruby 
a t r i -jhorné. 

Official badge 
of the staff of 

VIth Unit of the 

Vittlcy v rOzdefovufku uvedené úrady — velitelstva prosím — ŕiadam, lby o tom-
to opatřeni vyrozuměly vSetky im rezortne podriadení úrady a veííteľstYа. 

Posrané: Úrad SNR a Sboru povereníkov, Ministerstvo vnútra odbor Z., Setrem  
riát Povereníka vnútra. Povereníctvo vnútri — prezídium. Poverenie t™ financií. HVNB, 
Oblastná správa OB2. Velil. 4. obi. 2. odd. J všetky tunajšiemu odboru podriadení OBR 

Povereník: 
Dr. Viktory, tí. r. 



The year 1947 was a turning point 
regarding the official agenda, as well. 
In 1945, the new security machinery 
"inherited" the archive and registration 
files of the State Security HQ (1940- 
1945), including files and records of the 
Security HQ Office within the Police 
Directorate in Bratislava and Košice,  
and also Prešov (1923 to 1938/1939).  
The archive and records (general and 
also intelligence) were taken over by 
the 2nd division of the National Security 
Headquarters. New staff had no 

experience of police administration 
and were trained by their colleagues 
who had worked with the security 
forces before the year 1945. Therefore, 
the new office, be it the 2nd division 
of the National Security Headquarters 
or later, the VIth and VIIth Units 
of the Internal Affairs Commission, 
continued to use the old records and 
files, where new records were added. 
Only in 1947 was a decision taken to 
introduce new records, and thus new 
files began to be created. 

substantial subordination and adjustment of the Internal Affairs Commission VIth 

Unit to the model applied in the Czech part of the Republic. Tight centralisation 
of state security and the secret service was to start, firstly through business 
trips of the representatives of the Ministry of the Interior or Regional Security 
Department located in Prague (Bedřich Pokorný, Kamil Pixa and others) tasked to 
instruct their colleagues, and also, by preparing a new organisational structure 
that would rebuild the Internal Affairs Commission VIth Unit to the model used in 
the Czech part of the Republic and Moravia (Regional Security Department and 
Regional state security agency). Since 1st November 1946, the VIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission changed to the Unit Z. The Ministry of the Interior 
reserved control of the secret service and the Commission was only supposed to 
be in charge of its operation - thus, no independent activity by the Commissioner 
Ferjenčíkwas to be achieved. On 2nd December 1946, the VIIth Unit was established 
within the Ministry of the Interior in Prague, with the so-called Slovak Division 
(VII-SL). The unit was led by Bedřich Pokorný, who was very likely also tasked to 
supervise Slovak colleagues and report about the situation in Slovakia. Therefore, 
early in December 1946, he travelled to Bratislava to personally examine the 
situation there, meet the staff, etc. The reports he prepared about many security 
staff in Slovakia, were very critical. Further organisational changes were due on 
1st January 1947, when the Z Unit was renamed to the VIIth Unit of the Internal 
Affairs Commission. According to the directives, its tasks, and also those of its 
subordinated divisions, were, among others, to secure the state against internal 
attacks on its independence, unity, sovereignty, integrity and system of people's 
democracy, and to combat similar subversive efforts and political attacks 
made or directed from abroad, fighting against industrial espionage, acquiring 
intelligence for information, administrative and research purposes. The unit was 
split into three basic organisational groups: secret service and state security 
groups, and auxiliary divisions. 



Mikuláš Ferjenčík took 
personally the criticism 
of illegal methods 
applied by the security. 
Though, his actions and 
the defence of the staff 
of VIth and VIIth Unit 
of the Internal Affairs 
Commission allowed 
them to continue in their 
illegal activities 
Source: Archive of the 
Slovak National Uprising 
(SNP) Museum 

The VIIth Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission had its head and deputy. 
The intelligence group (named Z-A) split into four divisions: intelligence related 
to internal political affairs, counter-intelligence, economy-related intelligence, 
and foreign affairs. Intelligence related to internal political affairs (Z-XIV) had 
a Department of political parties (Democratic Party, Slovak Communist Party, 
Party of Freedom3, and Social-Democratic Party), and a Department of illegal 
movements that also dealt with religious and Jewish issues. Counter-intelligence 
(Z-I) collected information and prepared reports to be used as a base for 
protection against espionage and subversive efforts. It focused in particular on 
these objects of interest: Hungarians, Germans (Austrians) and other nations, 
the Vatican Secret Service, Western countries as such, the Balkans, and border 
protection and protection of its own forces. Economy related intelligence 
(Z-III) collected information and prepared reports related to protection of the 
interests of the national economy (heavy and light industries, energy, transport, 
agriculture, internal and foreign trade, banks and insurance companies, taxes, 
inventions, etc.). Finally, theZ-B Department (foreign defence) dealt with Hungary, 
Austria, the North, South-East Europe, foreign resistance and registration of 
agents. Also, coding was carried out there for the secret service. A proposal 
of October 1946 has been preserved, regarding the restructuring of this unit. 
There were supposed to be five smaller units established: Investigation group 
(with three sub-groups -1- Hungary, Romania, the Balkans; 2 - Poland and the 
North; and 3 - Austria, Germany and the West), Research group (sorting and 
analyzing reports, preparing situation reports, contacts with embassies, etc.), 
Foreign group (monitoring foreign resistance and its connections with the 
home country, Slovaks living abroad), Records of agents, and last but not least 
Administrative Group. The state security group (Z-C) was split to three divisions. 
Z-XX (state security administration management) dealt with the management of 
state security in Slovakia, collecting and concentrating reports on state security, 
investigating cases of special importance, cooperating on request with other 
offices on issues related to state security, preparing documents for searches, as 
well visits of our representatives abroad and those of foreign guests visiting the 
country. The foreign and passport division (Z-VII) dealt with the relocation of 
Germans and exchange of inhabitants with Hungary, repatriation, registration of 
foreigners, granting stay permits and passports related issues. And finally, there 
was the people's judiciary system division (Z-IV) that dealt with surveillance for 
courts in Czechoslovakia (cleansing of public life, activities of people's courts and 
activities of the National Security Corps in cleansing public life), as well as tracking 
people abroad for courts (registration of people requested to be extradited; 
war criminals were followed and requested to be extradited separately). The 
legal division was separate (Z-XI). The head (or deputy) of the VIIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission also led the Organisational division (ZD) split into 
organisational (Z-IX), H R (Z-XXV) and Disciplinary (Z-XXVII) departments, and 
the Technical division (Z-E) that comprised Connection (Z-V), Material (Z-XIII), and 

' Transl. note: "Strana Slobody" in Slovak. 
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The division of VIIth Unit 
of the Internal Affairs 

Commission 
Source: ABS 
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Anton Meltzer 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

Rudolf Komandera 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

Research and Photographic (Z-XXIII) departments. The Auxiliary division dealt 
with office agenda (Z-XII), records (Z-XVI) and Archive (Z-XXIV). This structure 
was supplemented by a Press division (Z-VII), a Financial division (Z-XXVI) and a 
Research and training division (Z-XIX). Preparatory works to establish the IIIrd Unit 
of the Internal Affairs Commission represented a further level of centralisation. 
The meeting of Václav Nosek, Minister of the Interior, Mikuláš Ferjenčík, the 
Commissioner and Jindřich Veselý, the future State Security Director, held on 3rd 

January 1948 at the Ministry of the Interior was an important milestone in this 
whole process. Those named above agreed to establish one Security Unit to be 
labelled III, which was proposed to be led by Anton Rašla, former prosecutor 
of the National Court, who briefly headed the intelligence unit within the 
Military Headquarters of the Ministry of National Defence, and thus had certain 
experience with secret service related tasks. This would also solve the vacancy 
for the head of the unit who was required to have legal background. Acting 
head Rudolf Viktorin did not have the required education and was supposed to 
become Rašla's deputy. Nevertheless, this part of the deal was not fulfilled and 
Viktorin kept his position. 

Staffing of the State Security and political secret service units 
in Czechoslovakia as of 1st December 1947 

VIIth Unit of Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior ČSR 402 
Regional state security agency and District Security 
office in the Czech part of the Republic and Moravia 335 

State Security Service 1,527 incl. 187 state security 
staff in Slovakia 

VIIth Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission 220 
State Security Offices in Slovakia 309 
Total 2,793 

The communist coup d'etat in February 1948 was one of the key events in 
the political history of Czechoslovakia after 1945. In Slovakia, the most important 
force able to oppose the communists - the Democratic Party - weakened very 
much after their "plot" was uncovered, and was shaken even more after the next 
hot autumn of 1947; the putsch was quite smooth, there. Slovak Communist Party 
leaders, at the request of Klement Gottwald, asked the Board of Commissioners 
to resign, and G. Husák, the Board Chairman informed the Democratic Party 
Commissioners on a letter 21st February 1948 that the resignation of Democratic 
Party representatives in the Government was also interpreted as the resignation 
of its representatives on the Board of Commissioners. The State Security also took 
part in the smooth take-over of power. Rudolf Viktorin was in hospital at the time. 
Viktor Sedmik and his deputy Teodor Baláž who also led the division dealing with 
intelligence related to internal affairs (Z-XIV), were able to effectively organise 
tasks within the National Security Corps that were important from the Communist 



The most significant case prior to the 
communist coup d'etat in February 
1948 was the so-called "Slovak plot" 
fabricated by the VIIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission staff in 
the summer and autumn of 1947.  
Its key objective was discrediting the 
Democratic Party when the Democrats 
were to be proved to be carrying out 
"anti-state" activities and having 
links to the Hlinka's Party exiles. It 
was a coordinated operation by the 
security forces, the Communist Party 
and partisans; its prologue was the 
exposing of the Anton Meltzer and 
accomplices in Žilina, which comprised 
several quite independent groups. 
It was given publicity with the goal 
creating the feeling that a widespread 
Hlinka's Party underground existed in 
Slovakia. Several days after that the 
state security announced the detention 

Rudolf Komandera, Hlinka's Party 
exile messenger, who was forced to lie 
about maintaining connections with 
Ján Kempný and Miloš Bugár, at the 
time both secretaries general of the 
Democratic Party. Finally, the third 
part of this broad fabrication was the 
revelation of Otto Obuch who worked 
for the then Vice-Prime Minister 
Ján Ursíny, and maintained written 
contacts with Ferdinand Ďurčanský  
a Hlinka's Party politician in exile. 
Extensive security police action was 
then used by Slovak and Czechoslovak 
Communist Party representatives 
who managed to convince the Czech 
political parties of Democratic Party 
links with anti-Czechoslovak exiles, 
and together they forced the 
Democratic Party to withdraw from 
the positions they had acquired based 
on the results of the 1946 elections. 

Purpose-made arrests of 
regional officials 

of Democratic Party 
in autumn 1947 rouse 

reaction leaders of the 
party. The caricature 

of pro-communist weekly 
Partizán depicts the 

conflict of commissioner 
Matej Josko with officers 

of State Security 
Branch in Žilina 



Party point of view. They selected, isolated or arrested those members of the Police 
who were considered unreliable by the communists. In addition, Sedmik ordered 
that uniformed police corps members be subordinated to the state security. 
They occupied key buildings (e.g. a Post Office) and searched the Democratic 
Party Secretariat, and its premises. Staff from the VIIth Unit of the Internal Affairs 
Commission also participated in the work of the so called "action committees" that 
were in charge of the take-over of offices and enterprises by communists. After 
the successful putsch, they also took part in the so called "cleansing", i.e. firing 
those who were considered unreliable by the Communist Party. It is interesting 
that whereas there was almost no problem with establishing action committees 
in many offices, in the VIIth Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission it went from 
bad to worse owing to poor personal relations. Key in this internal fight were 
Teodor Baláž and Matej Bél groups. The clash of views commenced with efforts 
to "sack" the wife-to-be of Baláž, who was then working in the office. Mutual 
allegations of criminal activities and fights resulted in the writing of anonymous 
as well signed reports with denunciations delivered to the Slovak Communist 
Party Central Committee, in February and early March 1948. The situation calmed 
down temporarily once the party leaders stepped in. 

Confidants have always been an 
important element and work tool 
for both the police and the secret 
service. The existence and quality of 
a network of agents was considered 
to be a key precondition for the 
successful operation of the State 
Security. In 1945 -1948, there were 
two categories of its collaborators 
- agents and confidants. The key 
difference was that while agents 
reported in consideration of payments, 
confidants acted based on their 
convictions. In 1945 and 1946, they 
were registered in the same way as 
in the past; a list only was prepared, 
without any special files. Their reports 
were filed and after a file was closed, 
everything was put ad acta. A change 
came only after the VIth Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission issued its 
Decree №6886/46 of 1st December 
1946, which unfortunately, had not 
been preserved and therefore, it is not 

quite clear what changes it introduced. 
However, we have directives regarding 
collaborators issued by leaders of the 
VIIth Unit of the Ministry of the Interior 
in 1947, valid also for Slovakia, once 
recruited, each collaborator should 
be checked for at least six up to 12  
months, and should be called an 
informer by then. A collaborator, 
once checked and verified, was to 
be called a confidant (in cases of 
ideological motives for cooperation) 
or an agent (financial motivation). 
Central registration of confidants and 
agents, cheaters and provocateurs 
was maintained with the VIIth Unit 
of the Internal Affairs Commission. 
The distinction between agents and 
confidants applied also according to 
directives issued in 1948, although 
these also defined one new element 
- a safe house, i.e. a place where 
"the control body" was meeting the 
confidant, and reports were given. 



Gustav Husák,  
the Commissioner for 

Internal Affairs, and later 
also the Chairman of the 
Board of Commissioners, 

who significantly affected 
the shape of security 

machinery in Slovakia, 
at the end of the 1940s.  

The security officials 
consulted him directly 

regarding the fabrication 
of the so called 
anti-state plot 

Source: ČTK 
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Specimen of a 
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If we evaluate the activities and operations of the State Security in 
Slovakia from 1948 until 1953, it is obvious, that to a certain extent, it 
continues the same way as in the past. However, at the end of this period, 
a severe personnel discontinuity can be observed. The State Security was 
perceived - it also perceived itself- as the "fighter against reaction", and 
a safeguard of the Communist Party's monopoly of power, for which 
most of the credit needs to be given to the State Security. It fulfilled this 
task mainly by spreading terror within society; the preparation of show 
trials was a very significant feature of State Security operation, in this 
period. These were determined by the fight against secret services of 
the Western powers or other countries, the hunt for their collaborators 
and interventions against potential regime opponents, mainly within 
the classes mostly affected by the regime. The State Security contributed 
quite significantly to the so-called "agent-mania" very often present then, 
which meant a constant search for spies and saboteurs. If an illegal unit 
was uncovered, State Security staff often fabricated a broad "conspiracy" 
around it; usually it comprised dozens, or even, in certain cases, hundreds 
of people. In its operations, the State Security staff also used provocations 
- they either established illegal networks or initiated criminal activities. 
There were also several moves made against Communist Party lea< 
during this period. Thus, the State Security became the creator of hi 
trials that were supposed to show the perfidiousness of the en 
of socialism, and the threats jeopardising the regime, as well 
frighten opponents and demonstrate power. 

On 2nd April 1948, Viktor Sedmik stated: "...it is the Hlinka's Party 
followers, the Democratic Party and the clergy, who are the major 
advocates of domestic reaction. Today, everything coming from the 
West represents foreign reaction " 

The communist putsch meant that Czechoslovakia ended heavily anchored 
in the Soviet bloc. The communists soon managed to stabilise their absolute 
power, although, formally, nothing changed in the country. The National Front 
comprised several political parties, although these were already "restructured", 
and thus willing to create the impression of plurality within the regime of 
communism. Laws were still approved by parliament, although behind the 
impression and glitz of democracy all decisions were taken at the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party Central Committee (political bureau) meetings. The growing 
cold war between Western democracies and the Soviet bloc, intensive intelligence 



Czechoslovak communists 
led by Klement Gottwald  
successfully completed 
a putsch in February 
1948, and took over the 
power in the state 
Source: TASR* 

* Transl. note: 
Slovak Press Agency 

activities on both sides, newly established resistance groups, the clash between 
the USSR and Yugoslavia, the presence of Soviet advisers and many other 
factors only emphasised the importance of the State Security for the Communist 
dictatorship. The security forces in Slovakia were influenced also by the removal 
of competences assigned to local Slovak authorities and bodies. Early in March 
1948, Minister of the Interior Václav Nosek called a meeting into Prague to 
discuss the issue of the shape of the future security forces in Czechoslovakia. All 
security forces leaders in Slovakia travelled to the capital, namely Daniel Okáli the 
new Internal Affairs Commissioner, Rudolf Viktorin, Jozef Ilčík and Viktor Sedmik 
representing the State Security and Intelligence forces, and František Lipka and 
Jozef Vražda representing the uniformed and criminal police corps. Václav Nosek,  
the Minister, emphasised the need to introduce a unified and strictly centralised 
National Security Corps organisation and structure, at an early stage. 

Soon after that, further meetings were held focusing on specific security 
agenda. The leaders of state security and secret service forces in Slovakia (Jozef  
Ilčík, Viktor Sedmik) and their partners from the Czech part of the Republic 
(Jindřich Veselý, Jan Hora, Ivo Milén, Karel Černý and Josef Hříbek) agreed on the 
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Btt.ll, ы kiĝuU Г H B«b« Ug Hiltl • H+ĽlpbiJ u»é3j . I 

Prezident Republiky prijal demisiu od-
stúpivších mi nisi rov a menoval novú 
vládu — S lože n re vlády: KSČ 8 mi-
nistrov, KSS 3, soc. dem. 3, nśr» so& 2, 
DS t, Sira n a slobody 1, dvaja minisfri 
bez s'ranníckej príslušnosti — Súdruh 
Vilo Široký, Zépoiocký a Lausman 

podpredsedami vlády 

Akčný výbor DS 
V jelo mene ppíhvwtil pp'L M. Polät 

TriM Tirti uiiiiwrUła frflítJ-líj rpriv*, h M «twfl ihhf 
1ŤV* Dá. kiwi ulfuJí i лЕ Ífcl ílesBf • praeoHktbar Ď\ kliiri uilhUlia • l̂ crfllDQU I bl.i3.-il jnkiq ppf i'h-N doinjiieha 
irciirilł CS лш Ĺ«k 1 Dr. E.iИг-:!шaj. ? вÍDC íLtnába  ju cjúijtľl r ButU|i>.Li bviiiiUtl bD. iu'iUiii pjilíi, PL. 1ЧШ. 

Nave vedenie peňažných ústavov 
INJrwhd správa v Ыч benie, У«№еги!е«| • SRVP 

РмрчаД Or. PńlŁ lil&rf wdU poYcmilch» SJBi*ťh, 
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Jozef Ilčík was one 
of the most powerful 
State Security officers 
in Slovakia in the 1940s  
and 1950s. In contrary 
to his other colleagues, 
he avoided prison 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

necessity to unify and reinforce the state security and secret service forces, and 
to sharpen the fight against economic reaction. New agents were supposed to 
be recruited quickly, but the process had to be very thorough (Jindřich Veselý  
was proposing these to be recruited mainly from middle management cadres in 
the Democratic Party, Party of Freedom and former Hlinka's People Party), and 
technical equipment for the security forces had to be finalised. 

Soon after the February events, organisational and personnel changes took 
place in the Internal Affairs Commission, which also affected the political secret 
service and State Security unit that was given a new code name (IIIrd Unit of the 
Internal Affairs Commission), and its organisation changed, too. The unit was split 
into two groups: group "A" dealt with secret service and state-security tasks, and 
was in turn split into the respective divisions of politics, defence and economy 
related intelligence, state security, research, technical division and an auxiliary 
unit; group "B" was tasked with general security. After the secret service and 
state security structures were unified nationally, the intelligence part of the work 
was emphasised in Slovakia. As of 15th March 1948, a Regional State Security 
Agency was established in Bratislava led by Jozef Ilčík, with the aim of following 
the same structure as already existed in the Czech part of the Republic (Regional 
State Security Agencies were established there, earlier), and matching the state-
security forces structure and organisation with the administrative division of the 
country. The Regional State Security Agency in Bratislava comprised five units; the 
1st Unit was in charge of internal affairs and administration (secretariat, incoming 
mail, human resources and cadres, training); the 5th Unit was in fact a filing office 
and main registry; the 2nd Unit controlled the state-security service in Slovakia, 
investigated anti-state activities, maintained the register of politically unreliable 
persons, representatives of churches and religious sects, and emigrants, and also 
dealt with protection of top state officials and surveillance of politically unreliable 
people, mainly the Democratic Party representatives; the 3rd Unit was in charge 
of economic and foreign affairs, including checks of people who applied for a 
passport; and finally, the 4th Unit dealt with the retribution judiciary that was 
renewed in March 1948, as well as issues of national, state and civil reliability, and 
verification of participation in the resistance movement (granting certificates 
under Act № 255/19464 Coll.)5. The adoption of a new Act №286/1948 Coll. on 
the National Security Corps was an important milestone in its development, as 
among other things it emphasised unified and centralised security forces. 

At the turn of 1948-49, critical restructuring of the state security police 
corps was carried out. It related to the new administrative split of the country, 
and also to the changes in security structures within the Prague Ministry of 
the Interior that took place at the end of 1948. The establishment of "Group 
I.- Security" on 17th November 1948, and in particular its BA Unit (State Security 
HQ) and the consequent need to unify the organisation of security forces in 

4 Transl. note: law concerning members of the Czechoslovak Army and anti-Nazi resistance move-
ment, who were granted many benefits based on a special certificate issued under this law. 
5 Transl. note: Collection of Slovak law. 
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Already prior to the communist putsch, 
the attitude of the Western powers 
towards Czechoslovak emigrants 
began gradually to change, being 
also influenced by the ever increasing 
intelligence offensive of the USSR 
and its satellites. Some, in particular, 
managed to contact the US, UK and 
French intelligence services. Thus, the 
first resistance groups were formed. Let 
us mention one of the most important 
groups, namely the group established 
by Jozef Vicen in Austria. Vicen sent 
his couriers to Slovakia, e.g. Albert 
Púčik, who was tasked with collecting 
intelligence with the help of friends, 
in particularly focusing on the police, 
army and industry, but also with 
acquiring various documents, official 
forms, seals and stamps, and last but 
not least, also with selecting other 
potentially reliable individuals. At that 
time, this was a very common, and 
from Western intelligence services' 
point of view also a very cheap and 
effective way of communication. The 
border between the two blocs was not 
so tight, and often emigrants had left 
behind many friends in their home 
country. Nevertheless, the group 
gradually lost its contacts. Jozef Rojko 
was arrested in 1948, and soon after 

that, in 1949, the State Security also 
caught Púčik and Anton Tunega who 
had originally created the network 
for Púčik, and only recently left the 
country. The group had too broad 
contacts, its members acted rather 
carelessly and its network was mainly 
built from former anti-resistance 
reconnaissance units belonging 
to Hlinka's Youth organisation or 
cadets who graduated from the so 
called Hlinka's Youth Higher School 
for Leaders. All these facts had 
unwanted consequences for the group. 
By autumn of 1948, Ján Divinec, 
Púčik's acquaintance, who was then 
cooperating with counter-intelligence, 
had infiltrated the group and the 
credit goes to him for the group being 
destroyed early the following yean-
most of its members were arrested 
by Czechoslovak State Security 
Service. Until his kidnapping by the 
Czechoslovak foreign intelligence 
service in 1957, Vicen lived in Vienna. 
Púčik, Tunega and Eduard Tesár,  
at former employee of the Internal 
Affairs Commission who provided the 
group with information from the State 
Security environment were executed. 
Dozens of others had to suffer long 
years in prison. 

the Czech part of the Republic and Slovakia, called for further discussions 
between representatives of the Internal Affairs Commission and the Ministry of 
the Interior. Internal Affairs Commission representatives lead by Daniel Okáli,  
the Commissioner, tried to keep the broadest competences possible for them. 
Nevertheless, the negotiations resulted in a compromise. The Internal Affairs 
Commission structure was adjusted to follow the Prague pattern, with a so-
called "Group I. - Security" also established in Bratislava, split into three units. 
BK Unit (led by Rudolf Viktorin) coordinated with the Ministry, BA Unit (Viktor 
Sedmik) was the State Security similar to that in the Ministry, and finally, ВС  
Unit (František Lipka) was in charge of the National Police renamed the so-called 
"Public Security Service", in 1950. BA Unit within the Internal Affairs Commission 



Daniel Okáli was 
appointed the 
Commissioner for 
Internal Affairs soon after 
Ferjenčík resigned from 
the post 
Source: TASR 

Eduard Tesár, Anton Tunega, Albert Púčik and Jozef Vicen; famous anti-communist 
resistance members in Slovakia 
Source: Nation's Memory Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

comprised various divisions that continued from the past; namely, there was 
a political division, a defence-related intelligence division, an economy-related 
intelligence division, and an executive and implementation division. Also, other 
units were established to mirror the Ministry of the Interior structure, such as the 
so called Internal State Security (Teodor Baláž). Some subdivisions corresponded 
to the structure of the Ministry of Interior, e. g. the so called Small State Security 
(Matej Bél). The organisational structure adjusted to the new administrative 
division of Czechoslovakia. Regional State Security HQs - in Slovakia in Bratislava, 
Nitra, Banská Bystrica, Žilina, Košice and Prešov - mirrored the structure of the 
State Security HQ in Prague in smaller. Since its foundation in 1949 it was divided 
into six divisions - defensive, political and economical intelligence, executive, 
investigation and the so called Small State Security (retribution, examination of 
behaviour during World War 2, control of press). Since the beginning of year 1951  
the internal structure of the Regional State Security HQ split into six divisions: the 
1st division (counter-intelligence) comprised four departments (1. - Foreigners 
from capitalist countries, re-emigrants; 2.- Yugoslavia; 3. - International transport; 
4. - Germans, Ukrainians and former Gestapo and Sicherheitsdienst agents). The 
2nd division (internal intelligence) comprised five departments: 1. - Trotskyists, 
bourgeois nationalists and members of reaction parties; 2. - terrorists, illegality, 
former political parties; 3. - churches and sects, Freemasons; 4. - youth, schools, 
National Committees, courts, culture, sports and others; 5. - former people6, 
and those who participated in the first and second resistance, rural areas. The 
4th division was in fact counter-intelligence and comprised two departments: 
1. - Public Security Service and Armed guards of railway facilities; 2. - People's 
Militia, Prison Guards Association and fire-fighters; 5th division was tasked with 
surveillance and technical equipment, and last but not least, the 6th division was 
in charge of investigation. In the middle of year 1951 the structure changed 

6 Transl. note: See page 30 for further explanation 
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KfřňJSKÉ VELITEĽSTVO STATMEJ BEZPEČNOSTI V BRATISIAVE 

Ííe2o:^772/Q2X2-Xiljl. B r a t i s l a v a , dna 29 , ji ina.lSSOU 

Li inletaratVO národnej bezpečnosti 
odbor kádr*ový a äfcolský 

í1 r c h a . 

í ú v r h na uŕit í í iovenie v&1 i t e ř o v oddelení KVětb. ú r a t i s l u v a . 

ŕoúúvtm návrh na ustanovenie za v e l i t e ľ o v Oddelaft£ niäeuvedených 
pr is l t iän íkov a to : y^f 

1.//npov. Joae? Sepela, ' vykonáva funkc iu , v e l i t e ľ с 1 .оййе1еп1а,> 
2. / / v r ch . strážia, Ján Gšbor /13.8.1529/J ^Й'копйта funkc iu v e l i t e -

ľ a I l , o odc ien ia , Ъ 
Э .//Well .©trážff l . Vendel ín B i e l i k / 2 j . 13 . 1 Ł. 1в/, vykonáva funkc iu 

v e l i t e ľ a I I I . o G C e l e n i a , ľ> , . 
, v ' f 

4 . , 'Zyrch.s tráäm, S te fan Gschveng /25.2.15.25^ vykondyá funkc iu 
v e l i t e l a IV» oddel en ia , S .-

5 ./4>or . V l ad im í r Sců l i i j ka /1.5.1Í2J/ vykonáva funkciu v e l i t e -
ľ a V.oddclff l i iai 7» 

ó./4>or, í j i lculáä jtodor /11.12.1^28^ Vytonáva funkc iu v e l i t e ľ a 
VI.oôt3elajia f> 

7 . / npor, i i n i l 'Turban /23 .2 ,1921/ vy onávii W x l u I I . pomocní-
ka k r t jsi.élio v e l i t e ľ a . 

iíoreuvecíeni p r í s l u š n í c i s vg je funkcie vykonávi^S presne e sve-
domito p r i Com a i plne zas luhujú , aby b o l i Lionova í i-'inistisrstvoiii 
národnej beapeĽnccti Praha v e l i t e l i , nakoľko doteraz b o l i l e n pove-
r e n í vykonávať funkc iu v e l i t e ľ a . 

proposal to appoint 
commanders for the 
gional State Security 

HQ inBratislava 
Source: ABS 
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KRAJSKÉ VELITELSTVO ŠTÁTNEJ BEZPEČNOSTÍ V BRATISLAVE 

Minia te ra t vo národnej bespečnoeti. 
v e l i t e ľ e t v o Š t á t n e j bezpečnosti 

K č í s l u A-960/0212-1951 w dne г г . februára 1951. 
Stav KVštb. B r a t i s l a v a oddelení , VDätb,, Oätb. a OHf 

д> 

B r a t i s l a v a . dna 30. a p r í l e 1951. 

í j á > ŕ £ é 

hlásenie-

K hore citovanému roztazu h lás im, ŽE u Krajského v e l I t e ľa t VE 
Š t á t n e j bezpečnosti v B r a t i s l a v e v čase od 1 . a p r í l a do 3 0 , a p r í l a 
1ÍS51 n a s t a l y t i e t o smeny u jednot l i vých v e l i t e ľ o v : 

U KV-£tb. B ř e t i s l a v e bol po s bavený funkc ie nástupcu k r a j -
ského v e l i t e l e 5tb. jSkot . Simon Čermák. po ňow prevza l jfiaikeiu 
adatupcu Kraja k í ho v e l i t e ľ a ätb , pgr. Hrbáoek. 

V e l i t e ľ a kádrového oddelenia bol pozbavený k p t . Imrich 
íaeave pQ_iSotn p revza l ftuntciu v e l i t e ľ a kádrového oddelenia от.  
Š't (if an Hol obrady. 

V e l i t e ľ a I I I . o d d e l e n i a bol pozbavený funkc ie kpt . F r a n t i š e k 
K i h s l í k po nom prevza l Funkciu parúčfk Štefan Cvergel . 

V e l i t e ľ a IV .odde len ia bol pozbavený ń inkc ie npor. Ján 
K r i äko po псиц do t e ra s íXmkciu neprevzal n i k t o . 

V e l i t e ľ a V.oddelenia bol pozbavený npor. i t a n t i s e k Шavatý 
po n OD] funkciu prevza l v rch , strážni- Jozef ВаЙко-

V e l i t e ľ a V I .oddelen ia bol pozbavený funkc ie kpt . J u r a j C l á -
s e r po ňom p revaa l funkciu por. MitoJlál 5гойог-

K I áa im, še u VOätb.,Oätb. а 0 Ж nenastalo !c ž i adne j ranene. 

Changes of commanders 
of State Security 

in Bratislava 
Source: ABS 
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Krajské velitelstvo £tb. Bra tie lava. 

3 о г n a n 

Kraj sJtébo veilteЛи Statnej bezpečncati v Bratislava a všetJsých velitůiov  
Vel i te ls t lev odáialov Stb-,04dlel ktb. a Oddielov pasovej kůjytróly T bpa-
tialavskora k r a j i . 

РОГ'. 
S ie . 
РОГ'. 
S ie . ve l i t e la t i ev . pr lezvíako • iiodjiosf. funkalu. ve l i t s lB . [Pozná: !-

ría. 

1. Bratislava. 
Joaflf 
I 1 í i k . pplk. 1, januára 1J49. 

г. TO.Ětb. 
Trnava. 

Jozef 
Z Ъ i n . рог. októbra 1950, 

з . Yo.etb. 
Třeniín. 

3oliuš 
V á V t o . por. 11.septembra 1950. 

ł . VO.itb. 
Pieä tany. 

Jáll 
U 1 k u š . vr.stri i ín. 29. jdla 1950. 

5. C.Stb. 
Malenky. 

J uraj 
P o l á k . vr.striSžn. 1. februára 

6. 0.5ti). 
Skalica. 

Cudtvlt 
I v á n e k . рроГ. 11.septembra 1950. 

7. O.ätb. 
Hove Мезto  
nad Véiiom-

Ján 
J a r 1 a b -
k íl . 

ppor. 2.októbra 1350. 

В. C.ätb. 
l.íy-J ava. 

Kal-ol 
O í I H t , vr ,stp4äni. l.novemfora 194-9, 

9. O.Stb. 
Galanta. 

Ifaail 
D u p e J . vr .s trääa. 15-uovenbra 1949-

10, O.ätb. 
Dunajзкн  
Streda. 

Jozef Henrich 
K a i n . vr .a trá ia . Í,deoenl)r4 19^9.. 

11. 

IS . 

O.iWt. 
3ere i , 

Ján 
X 2 e в n á k . vr.atráím. 6.mája I949. 11. 

IS . O.ät t . 
Senec r 

Michal 
ГЛ a t u 1 a . 

** 

ral.stráím. 11,sa ptenbra 195 0 • 

List of commanders 
of State Security 

in Bratislava Region 
Source: ABS 
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again-4 th Division was responsible forsurveillanceand technical equipment. After 
the dissolution of BA Department of the Internal Affairs Commission the special 
unit "Jánošík", tasked with the protection of top state officials and certain special 
tasks, was attached to Regional State Security HQ in Bratislava. State Security 
corps established in 1949 reported to the respective Regional State Security HQ, 
and were further divided depending on the importance of the respective district. 
By the end of 1949, the number of State Security members had doubled from 
746 to 1,512. In the following year, the number rose to 1,597 people, despite wide 
political checks (screenings) and releasing of cadres who had served with the 
police before 1945. In 1951 there were 1862 people working in State Security in 
Slovakia. Releasing or relocating experienced police corps members and massive 
recruitment of new "class-conscious" and often uneducated and inexperienced 
people resulted in a fall in performance, qualifications and professionalism. 

In its early years, the influence of the Communist Party on the security 
machinery deepened significantly. State Security members openly began to 
behave as those who enforced the Party's interests. The gradual degradation of 
the Slovak Communist Party's importance set in, and the major influence shifted 
to Prague, which was also reflected in the further degradation of the importance 
of the State Security's leading positions in Slovakia. It suffered further weakening 
after the diplomatic clash with Yugoslavia and the fight with Tito's followers, and 
soon, also the fight with Slovak bourgeois nationalists, which brought further 
disruptions of the links between the security staff and Communist Party leaders. 
Thus, the State Security units in Slovakia gradually lost direct links to the highest 
political officials, which began to be exercised more and more by the central 
units in Prague. 

The embassies of Western countries 
represented espionage centres 
for the State Security, and so these 
were constantly under surveillance. 
Counter-intelligence tried to infiltrate 
these and acquire information about 
the activities of embassies and 
consulates. Therefore, they recruited 
local people working there to become 
agents. The State Security in Bratislava 
paid a lot of attention to the 
Consulate General of France, which 
according to the State Security 
was used by resistance members 
in Slovakia to exchange information 
with exiles. Security staff managed 
to recruit Karol Šostek and Robert  
Šostek who worked at the Consulate, 

and through them to access the 
Consulate's correspondence. The 
operation code name was MONACO. 
Early in 1951, the State Security 
began to arrest members of the 
ONBRA group, which, according 
to the State Security, was formed 
in particular from former WWII 
resistance movement members. 
Members of Vladimír Dlouhý group 
were accused of espionage by the 
State Security. Vladimír Dlouhý and 
Vladimír Velecký were sentenced to 
death in the trial that was held in 
the summer of 1951, and executed 
at the end of the same year. 
Other members of the group were 
sentenced to many years in prison. 



Moreover, the influence of the Soviet secret service on Czechoslovak 
security machinery grew further during this period. The time had come when, 
after a period of often unofficial contacts and consultations, Soviet advisers 
were directly incorporated into the Czechoslovak security machinery early in 
the 1950s. This was also the time of absolute Soviet influence. In 1949, Lichačev  
and Makarov, the first two Soviet advisers, were invited to Czechoslovakia. By 
the end of the same year, there were already 27 advisers installed within the 
State Security, who were highly specialised (i.e. there was one adviser with each 
counter-intelligence unit). The importance of Soviet advisers can be proved 
also by the fact that their leader Vladimír Bojarský, and his successor Aleksej 
Beschasov, also served as advisers to the National Security Minister. 

f t 

MINISTERSTVO NARODNl BEZPEČNOSTI 

The State Security 
members perceived 

the Soviet advisors as 
authorities that are not 
to be questioned. The 
advisors had access to 

all information. Their 
importance is also proved 

by the fact that a letter 
for V. Bojarský  

is addressed to 
"Comrade Vladimir" 

Source: ABS 
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Even more critical changes than those made in 1949 took place the following 
year, and were connected with the situation in the Soviet bloc in general. Various 
campaigns and the fight against "domestic and foreign enemies" underlined the 
importance of the State Security. Following the pattern in the USSR, and those 
applied in other Eastern European countries, Czechoslovakia also established the 
Ministry for National Security in May 1950. The Group I. - Security, became its 
corner stone, but the Ministry centralised all armed forces, except for the army. 
All State Security units reported to the State Security HQ, split into six sectors: 
the 1st sector was counter-intelligence; the 2nd sector was politically related 
intelligence; the 3rd sector was economy and industry related intelligence; the 4th 

sector comprised border and prison guards, and People's Militia; the 5th sector 
was in charge of surveillance and arrests; and finally, the 6th sector was tasked 



The State Security Forces 
member oath 

Source: 
Nation's Memory Institute 

(ÚPN) Archive 

PROHLÁŠENÍ 

1. S l ibuj i , že budu podle 9 v í ho ne j l e p é h o védo ml я svŕdomt spolupra-
covat! na výstav b í socialistické tftpublíkv Českosloveníké, které dici Ь м т $ hradně 
slonil f í л prohlašuji. í e tuto práci budu kofiatj v dudiu programu československé 
vlády a Československých zákonů. 

2. Jsem si védom(a) zvl iš tni povahy price, která ml bude s v H e n i v oboru 

elófni bezpečnost i a která n>nř u к Udá ne jen velikou peil ivosí při vyřizováni mých 
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minefné mlíeni o viem, o tem W při vyřizování úkolů mí svěřen ýdi dozvím, ať j i í 
přímo, nebo nepřímo в i e tét nikomu nic nevyzradí m o or(anisaci a o způsobu služby, 
která je, nebo bude v oboru státní b e z p e í n o s i í zavedena-

4 Zavazuji ie , i e kaídý mi známý pokos i náznak špionáže. nebo jaký-
koliv j iný spíisab zpravodajské i ínnOíti , o které bydí se doivídél(a ! při vyřizování 
« v í h o úkolu v úřidé. nebo í mimo úřad, ihned ohlásím svým předat ivcnýoj . 

D « u na vědomi i e porušení t ichí o njýcb slibů si závazků bude mlti za ná- 

slcdek ne jen mů okamžité pmpuStĚnl z úřadu, ale í přísné trestní stiháni podU 

zákona t 231/48 na odíránu lidov4 demokratické « p u b l i k y . 

1 . Ш Л 9 5 0 . Bra t i s lava 
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with investigations. One year later, the sectors were renamed to units, and there 
were also other structural changes made sometimes, though, just in names. The 
State Security HQ was renamed the State Security Central Directorate. The State 
Security Central Unit was split into the units below in April 1952: the Ist unit dealt 
with the fight against foreign secret service; the IInd unit dealt with the fight with 
internal reaction; the IIIrd unit was supposed to fight economic and industrial 
espionage and sabotage; the IVth unit was in charge of technical equipment; Vth 

unit was tasked with surveillance, arrests, house searches etc.; and finally, unit 
VI/A was in charge of investigating nationwide cases, and VI/B unit managed 
investigations led by individual Regional State Security Directorates. 

The number of State Security members in Slovakia as of 1st September 1950 

Regional State Security HQ Bratislava 692; of which 160 in the "Jánošík" unit 
Regional State Security HQ Nitra 188 
Regional State Security HQ Košice 239 
Regional State Security HQ Banská Bystrica 202 
Regional State Security HQ Žilina 201 
Regional State Security HQ Prešov 193 

Once the Ministry for National Security was established, National Security 
Corps in Slovakia no longer reported to the Internal Affairs Commission. It only 
retained the agenda of public administration and the National Committees. 
However, this situation as well as attempts to control Slovak Regional State 
Security HQ directly from Prague meant that the status of the Slovak BA unit 
(State Security) was redundant, or a very problematic one. In April 1950, Viktor 
Sedmik, the BA Unit Director, was forced to leave and was replaced by Teodor  
Baláž, who even managed to remove his rival M. Bél, and thus became the most 
powerful man in the security apparatus in Slovakia - being the deputy of Jozef  
Pavel, National Security Vice-Minister. Since June 1950, Baláž was in charge of 
transferring the security service from the Commission to the Ministry for National 
Security. His competences also included proposals for personnel changes, i.e. he 
proposed relocating staff members. He prepared the plans for changes together 
with Oskar Valášek, a security official within the Slovak Communist Party Central 
Committee. The final decision was taken by the Ministry for National Security. At 
the end of August 1950, BK, BA and ВС Bratislava Units were abolished and all 
regional security units reported directly to the Ministry for National Security in 
Prague. Employees of the Internal Affairs Commission were fired or transferred to 
Regional State Security HQ. Following an agreement between Viliam Široký and 
Ladislav Kopřiva, Minister for National Security, certain officials were transferred 
from the Internal Affairs Commission directly to the Ministry of National Security, 
where they were supposed to work as experts on Slovak issues. No authority 
was maintained in Slovakia that would control Slovak State Security units. Within 



State Security service 
official card in 1945  
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The State Security service 
was not for everyone 
Source: Nation's Memory 
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Whatever the animosities existing 
among State Security staff in Slovakia 
at this time, they were only those that 
had continued from the past. The main 
protagonists were Lt-Col Teodor Baláž,  
Lt-Col Viktor Sedmik and Maj Matej  
Bél. Baláž managed to get rid 
of Bél and send him to a less important 
position, and once Rudolf Viktorin 
left, only Sedmik and Baláž, the two 
main rivals, remained in the BA unit 
of the State Security. The latter, 
being supported by Viliam Široký,  
made common cause with 
M. Bél and together, they acquired 
control over the operations' staff. 
They also managed to cut off 
Sedmik, the "old cadre"- read former 
Gendarmerie member - from the flow 
of information at the Communist Party 
level. So, Baláž managed to get rid of 
Sedmik and Bél, but Oskar Valášek,  
the security officer of the Slovak 
Communist Party Central Committee 
still stood in his way, and he had very 

close contacts with people around 
M. Bél. Another success of Baláž  
in gaining the monopoly of power 
in the State Security in Slovakia came 
when other opponents from the Police 
corps were arrested - František Hagara 
and František Mišeje. The arrest 
of the Hagara brothers and their 
subsequent interrogation in Prague, 
however, also foreshadowed a direct 
danger for Baláž, just as was the case 
of his close friends and State Security 
members Ignác Čapla, Adolf Předák,  
and Rudolf Lančarič. The latter was 
later executed. Baláž's fall drew even 
closer when people were arrested with 
whom he had very lively contacts, 
such as Jozef Trojan, former partisan 
commander, and Šefik Kevič, the 
Yugoslav consul to Bratislava. The 
abolition of the BA Unit brought 
uncertainty for Teodor Baláž, the 
gradual ending of his State Security 
service, and finally, the end of his 
career and imprisonment. 

ШМ 
Karol Bacílek, member 
of the Slovak Communist 
Party and once also the 
Minister for National 
Security Source: National 
Archive in Prague 

the Bratislava Regional State Security HQ, a group of 25 people was maintained, 
whose task was to complete pending nationwide cases. During this overall 
operation that took place in the middle of 1950, State Security staff, who had 
joined the police corps before 1945 were also released from the service. Thus, 
the State Security definitively became a thoroughly centralised body. 

In July 1952, further restructuring of regional State Security units took place. 
Regional State Security HQs were renamed Regional State Security Directorates, 
with almost no changes in their internal structure. Counter-intelligence tasks were 
still carried out by the Ist unit ; the IInd unit maintained the political intelligence 
agenda; the IIIrd unit was still tasked with economy related intelligence; the IVth 

unit was in charge of technical equipment; the Vth unit dealt with surveillance and 
arrests; and interrogation remained with the VIth unit. The structure of Regional 
State Security Directorate copied that of the Central State Security Directorate 
within the Ministry of National Security. The structure of District State Security 
Agencies was emerging then, with a State Security Unit established within almost 
every district. The lowest organisational State Security structures were divided 
into three levels, depending on their importance. In January 1953, these were 



Checking the post, 
work carried out by the 

State Security 
Source: Nation's Memory 

Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

Ш : j . . . p s t r - figéUnH -
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1 . Úkolem t a j n é l i s t o v n í censury j e s t a í a k a t i vgechny 
d o s a ž i t e l n é moSnoati k o n t r o l y v e š k e r ý c h p o š t o v n í c h 
z á s i l e k v r á m c i k r a j e , h l a v n ě ve s t y k u v n i * t r o š t á t n i и 
a v y u s í v a t i j l k o d h ^ l o v í n í v š e c h s t ŕ t u n e p ř á t e l s k ý c h 
a S k c d l i v ý c h ž i v l ů , p ř i Eem£ nutno d b d t í v n e j v é t š í 
míra n a p r o s t é h с u t a j e n í tá ' to č i t m 0 3 t i , 
Consura p o ä t a v n í c h z á s i l e k do i з е z a h r a n i č í j e s t 
prováděna cena tum i n s t ř e d i s k e m Praha a E r a t Í 3 l a v a .  
V rámci k r a j ů s o u s t ř e d í se censura z a h r a n i č n í c h z á s i -
l e k pouae na s leGovačky. 

2, Kra jské c e n s u r a í s t ř c d i á k o n e v y s t u p u j e o f i c i e l n ě před 
ú ř a d y neb v e ř e j n o s t í , t v o r í samostatnou t a j n o u Část 
KVSth,které povahou s v é p r á c e doplňuje* 
Cenaurní č i n n o s t provádí v rámci k r a j e j e n KVStb, 
Složky s t r a h i c ^ é j v o j e n s k é atd,mohou z í s k á v a t ! c e n s u r -
n í m a t e r i á l p r o s t ř e d n i c t v í m K V S t b , k t e r ý se s nimi sa  
t í m t o diielůa dohodne na n e j l e p S í ŕoíraé s p o l u p r á c e ,  
Vodoucího.líťajokého cenaurníhp s t r e d i s t o jmenuje v e l i -
t e l KVStb,který s c h v a l u j e i p ř i j e t í kaSdého zům&atnan-
ce pro kri i jské c e n c u m í s t ř e d i s k o . 

Za vybudování kra jského c e n c u m i h o s t ř e d i s k y j e s t odpo-
vědny v e l i t e l KVStbi 

j . Veň5ŕsré zášndní pokvny a o p a t r e n í к provádění t a j n é 
l i s t o v n í cenaury d o s t á v a j í k r a j s k á c e n s u m í s t r e d i s k a  
od M i n i s t e r s t v a v n i t r a - p ř í s l u š n é h o odd G l e n í 

^ k t e r é j e a t kontro lním a nadřízeným orgánem vc vě -
cech t a j n é l i s t o v n í ccnsur ; / pro c e l é území ЙЭЯ,  
"tomuto o d d ě l e n í musí b ý t z a s í l á n a v e š k e r á h l á ä e n í v y -
p l ý v a j í c í z c e n a u r n í č - innost i k r a j s k ý c h c e n s u m í c h 
s t ř e d i s e k , a t o ; . 

a } Měsíční p r a c o v n í výkaz /víz p ř i l o ž e n ý i raor / 
MS s í č n í zprdv't o č i n n o s t i c e n s ů m í ho s t ř e d i s k a , 
v n i š bude vLdy uvedeno h l á ä e n í o z í s k a n ý c h ikuše-r 
n o 3 t e c h , o o p a t r e n i c h , a pot řebách k r a j s k é h o c e n s u r . 
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The picture showing the links between 
the leaders of the Communist Party 
and the Ministry of the National Security 
Source: ABS 
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divided again, this time into only two levels, and with the newly established State 
Security unit in the city of Handlová, there were 89 of them (the State Security 
Unit in Ilava was transferred to Dubnica nad Váhom, then). The Danube River, 
being the border river and also an important transportation route connecting 
Yugoslavia with capitalist countries, required establishing two State Security 
units in Komárno (in the city and in the port, respectively). Moreover, State 
Security HQ was planning to establish the "Dunaj7" State Security Unit within the 
Regional State Security HQ in Bratislava, in the spring of 1952. This unit was finally 
established in May of 1954, and comprised two units plus the Bratislava-port 
Passport control Department. Its first unit located in the Regional Directorate of 
the Ministry of the Interior "worked" on Czechoslovak Dunajplavba sailors, as well 
those from other countries who sailed on the Danube River through the territory 
of Czechoslovakia. Also, the Bratislava-port Passport control Department was 
established. The second unit located in the city of Komárno, "worked" on sailors 
from Yugoslavia sailing to Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavs living in Komárno and the 

Overview of District State Security Divisions as of 1st July 1952 

Regional State 
Security HQ 
Bratislava 

Regional State  
Security HQ 
Nitra 

Regional State  
Security HQ 
Banská Bystrica 

Regional State  
Security HQ 
Žilina 

Regional State  
Security HQ 
Košice 

Regional 
State Security HQ 
Prešov 

Trnava Nové Zámky Zvolen Martin Rožňava Snina 

Trenčín Topoľčany Brezno Hava Starý Smokovec Spišská Stará Ves 

Sereď Levice Lučenec Liptovský Mikuláš Spišská Nová Ves Vranov 

Malacky Partizánske Banská Štiavnica Ružomberok Trebišov Michalovce 

Skalica Komárno Rimavská Sobota Považská Bystrica Poprad Bardejov 

Bratislava-okolie Komárno-
lodenica Modrý Kameň Kysucké 

Nové Mesto Čierna nad Tisou Veľké Kapušany 

Čalovo Bánovce Šahy Čadca Levoča Stará Ľubovňa 

Dunajská Streda Prievidza Krupina Raj e c Revúca Stropkov 

Galanta Štúrovo Svätý Kríž Turčianske Teplice Moldava Svidník 

Myjava Hurbanovo Nová Baňa Trstená Kráľovský Chlmec Sobrance 

Pezinok Želiezovce Hnúšťa Námestovo Sečovce Medzilaborce 

Piešťany Šaľa Poltár Liptovský Hrádok Kežmarok Giraltovce 

Senica Šurany Šafárikovo Bytča Gelnica Humenné 

Senec Vráble Fiľakovo Púchov Sabinov 
Nové Mesto 
nad Váhom Zlaté Moravce Dolný Kubín 

Šamorín Hlohovec 

7 Transl. note: Slovak name for the Danube River. 



"Fabrication" of show 
trials against "the 

enemies" was one of the 
State Security principal 

activities in 1948 - 1953.  
The investigators used 

inhuman methods 
- physical and mental 
torturing - forcing the 
accused to learn their 
testimonies by heart; 

confessing to have 
committed 

the worst crimes 
Source: TASR 



PovetENiK iíRAvoDuvosT, 7 Bratislav* dna 25.9.1951. 

Tajné! 
Číslo :212/51-эекг. 

Krajeký sekretariát Щ-XSS-B  
do ruk s. Mu í ku 

T Bratislave. 

Vážený sudruh, 

oznamujem Ti,že som dal pokyb kraj- 
skému prokurátorovi T Žiline,aby trestné stíhanie proti Mikulá-
šovi Jakabovi bolo zastavené pretože menovaní sa dopustil trestné-
ho činu z prílišnej horlivoeti a oddanosti k nášmu zriadeniu sue  
vyprovokovaní hrubým protištátnym chovaním sa zeradenccv.Sudruh 
MikuláS Jakah bude za predmetná činy potrsataay disciplinárna svo-
jim služobným úradom. 

If a State Security 
member committed 

a crime due to "excess 
eagerness and devotion" 

to the socialist state, 
a disciplinary punishment 

was sufficient, 
no prosecution 
was necessary 

Source: ABS 

Práci íesť í 

Yugoslav trade representation located in Komárno port. Through its agents, the 
"Dunaj" unit dealt with illegal border crossing and contacts between foreign 
sailors and Czechoslovak people (smuggling, illegal border crossing attempts). 
During its existence, it also participated in "interventions" in Austria, and it even 
organised kidnapping from this country. 



Jaroslav Hrbáček 
Source: ABS 

Ľudovít Filan 
Source: ABS 

Miroslav Vomáčka 
Source: ABS 

Signif icant organisational changes in 1950 - 1952 meant that a who le 
generat ion of State Security commanders in Slovakia was gone. Thus, this period 
was character ised by many new State Security staff w h o jo ined the organisation, 
and also by the discontinuity of Slovak cadres, as many prominent leaders were 
arrested, and were replaced by commanders f rom the Czech part of the country. 

Regional State Security HQ Directors in Slovakia, 1949 - 1953 

Bratislava 

1st January 1949 - 19th October 1951 Jozef II čí к 

Bratislava 
18th September 1949 - 5th April 1950 Štefan Orlík (acting) 

Bratislava 
20th October 1951 - 4th March 1953 Jaroslav Hrbáček 

Bratislava 

5th March 1953 - 31st December 1953 Michal Králka 

Nitra 

1st January 1949 - 30th May 1949 Michal Ivanič 

Nitra 
30th May 1949 - 19th April 1950 Ľudovít Filan 

Nitra 
1st August 1950 - 13th November 1951 Ľudovít Filan 

Nitra 

13th November 1951 - 31st December 1953 František Červenka 

Banská Bystrica 

1st January 1949 - 20th January 1949 Pavol Parobek 

Banská Bystrica 

10th February 1949 - 28th February 1950 František Vidiečan 

Banská Bystrica 1st March 1950-31 s t July 1950 Michal Sadloň Banská Bystrica 

3rd August 1950 - 12th October 1951 Miroslav Vomáčka 

Banská Bystrica 

13th October 1951 - 31st December 1953 František Novák 

Žilina 

1st January 1949 - 15th November 1949 Jozef Tomašovič 

Žilina 

15th November 1949 - 29th November 1949 Štefan I. Chudík (acting) 

Žilina 29th November 1949 - 28th February 1950 Michal Sadloň Žilina 

1st March 1950 - 10th August 1951 Štefan Kubík 

Žilina 

10th August 1951 - 15th November 1953 Martin Lipár 

Košice 

1st January 1949 - 31st July 1950 Jozef Mosorjak 

Košice 
1st August 1950 - 4th March 1953 Jozef Balog 

Košice 
5th March 1953- 1st June 1953 Jaroslav Hrbáček 

Košice 

8th July 1953 - 31st December 1953 Martin Benček 

Prešov 

1st January 1949 - 1st November 1949 Michal Jankovič 

Prešov 

27th October 1949 - 3rd August 1950 Jozef Farkaš 

Prešov 3rd August 1950 - 28th May 1952 Michal Sadloň Prešov 

28th May 1952 - 19th June 1952 Jozef Behúň (acting) 

Prešov 

1st August 1952 - 31st December 1953 František Tomiška 



The beginning of the 1950s brought 
fabricated trials of regime opponents, 
and searches for enemies inside 
the Party itself Even the security 
machinery leaders did not manage to 
avoid being arrested and sentenced. 
From the Slovak point of view, the 
most interesting trial was that of 
the Oskar Valášek and accomplices, 
which involved Oskar Valášek, security 
officer of the Slovak Communist Party 
Central Committee, as well as other 
leading State Security representatives 
in Slovakia - Rudolf Viktorin, Viktor 
Sedmik, Teodor Baláž, Matej Bél, Šimon  
Čermák, Mikuláš Horský, Juraj Glazer,  
Mikuláš Fodor and Martin Kraus.  
During the so called follow-up process 
of the trial with communist leaders 
around Rudolf Slánský Czechoslovak 
Communist Party Central Committee 
members, they were tried as Slovak 

bourgeois nationalists and Zionist 
cosmopolitans. Bourgeois nationalists 
in particular were charged with the 
unwillingness to conform to the 
Ministry of the Interior and cooperation 
with Tito's Yugoslavia. As stipulated 
in the verdict, the Zionists were 
pushing the state to conform to the 
Jewish bourgeoisie and imperialists 
from the USA. There is a certain 
irony, as the court also held the State 
Security officials responsible for violent 
interrogation methods, smuggling, 
and many other criminal activities 
that were actually committed. All 
members of the group were convicted 
at the end of 1953 and sentenced to 
long term of imprisonment. The last 
ones were released after the amnesty 
proclaimed in 1960. In 1963, they were 
all rehabilitated and paid large 
sums in compensations. 

Example 
- filling card from 1951  

Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 
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îldjlLl I -1 < 111. L . L11 • ľ pi i • .L I Lrtu 
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the collaborators 
according to the 

directives of 1948  
Source: ABS 

Vložka Č í s l o 111/'2-A. 

A. S p o l u p r a c í v n í c i agenturní sítiS. 

V y s v ě t l i v k a I 

Asent j e s t c i z í slovo, "uamctiá: j e d n a j í c í , t » j . t o n ,  
kdo j v i : i á r r e s p , jo jednáním povařen. Každý z orgánů 
služby j e s t v l a s t n i S s l . s t á t n ě - t e z p o č n o s t n í m agentem^ 

Slovo n^ná hanl ivého v ý z n a m . Dnes j c , -používánp pro 
OKnaiícní e x t e r n í Cłi spolupracovníků., t . j . t ě c h , k t e ř í 
s l o u ž í s lužbS bez v n i t ř n í h o zaměstnaneckého poméru. V už-
ším s l o v a smyslu j e s t pak agent t e n , kilo p ř í tom ná důvě-
ru n e p ř í t e l e . 

I . 

í / . Agenti t 

Ageiŕt j o s t vědomý a i íorciálnä /písemně neb j i n o u 
fo m o u / z&váa&af, s t á l ý , a s p o l e h l i v ý spolupracovník 
s tá tnS-bezpočnoatní služby, j J U S t a j n S , podle J e j í c h p r í -
feazů, působí v p r o s t ř e d í nepřátelském nob v pro s t ř e d í t kdo 
se ň a p ř í t i i l s o u s t ř e ď u j e a J e n ž ^ g o ž í v á _ j e h o j ä t v ä r j . 

а / A g e n t / z k r a t k a А/ j e agent , k t e r ý ее 0 sví5ä<íil do  
takové míry, že není j i ž témSř pochybnosti o tom, že 
splní jakýkoliv рНкаг stb služby s naprostou ukázněn 
nešiří a j sdíiá- l i ne j on s p o l e h l i v ě , nýíírž i z v n i t ř n í h o 
:>Íoev5díenä. 

L / I C Ů N T J ? /zkratka J I P / jest agent, který jedná г j i -
ných potójffrok. 

c / A g ^ n t - k a n d i d á t / z k r a t k a All/ j e vázaný agent 
jenž není J a ä t S d o s t a t e č n ě vyzkoušený a nemíma do s t a t e  
ný podklad pre t o , äa nůžDme i ' í c í , že sa j i ž osvědf i i l . 

d / A g a n t F - kandidát / s k r a t k a , АКР/ j o ag?nt P, jenž 
není j e š t ě d o s t a t e č n ě vyzkoušen. j 

г / . Info mát oři j 

J s o u vázané osoby, jež p r a v i d a l n ě informují nebo p l n í 
t a j n ě př íkazy s tb s l i^by a j sou touto p r a v i d e l n ě obslu-
hovány. ííejsou považoyány za agenty , ponšvaůŽ nepoží - 
va j í dův ja e g ř í t э 1 e ; 
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Between 1948 and 1953, the directive 
governing State Security collaborators 
also changed. There, we witness various 
inconsistencies; real life had led to 
cases that could not be contemplated 
in any directive. Also, employees 
tried to enhance the statistics of their 
institution' performance; for example, 
they registered "occasional informers" 
as regular collaborators. This situation 
was later reflected in an instruction 
entitled "How to name security 
collaborators", issued early in April of 
1948, which also included a request 
to check the registry of collaborators, 
and a notification for offices to expect 
"a centralised inventory" of their 
networks of agents. State Security 
collaborators (the term agents was not 
recommended for use, as already then 
it had pejorative connotations) were 
split into three principal categories: 
1. Confidants and top (first-class) 
agents; 2. Confidants-candidates, and 
other agents-candidates; 3. Regular 
informers. Occasional, random 
informers and those who were not 
bound in any way, were not considered 
as part of the network of agents. 

Verified confidants could take over 
the tasks of the "control body", and 
lead other State Security collaborators, 
under certain circumstances, and they 
could also get a regular salary for 
these activities. When Regional State 
Security HQs were established in 1949,  
new directives were also formulated, 
entitled "Administrative and 
operational instructions for Regional 
State Security HQ". These defined 
an agent as the highest collaborator 
category; this person was supposed 
to be reliable, committed, and trusted 
in a hostile environment. The difference 
between an agent and informer was 
that the latter was not trusted in 
a hostile environment. Moreover, 
a new category was introduced - 
"resident", i.e. a collaborator managing 
his own network of informers. The year 
1950 brought certain changes, when 
the operational staff also included 
agents (not many changes in tasks, 
however), informers (widened scope of 
activities), residents (besides informers, 
they could also manage agents), 
as well as the above mentioned safe 
house being introduced. 
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Guardian  of the REGIME 1S53 -1968 





After Klement Gottwald - the president of Czechoslovakia and Chairman 
of the Czechoslovak Communist Party, died in 1953, Antonín Zápotocký  
replaced him, became the new president and was elected Chairman of 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party. The new leadership of the Party 
reflected the USSR ideas regarding secret service activities into the 
State Security; after Lavrentiy P. Beria was arrested and executed, these 
underwent substantial changes. The organisation of the political police 
changed, as did its direction. Its objectives such as the fabrication of 
huge show trials, spreading terror, arresting the regime opponents and 
sending them to prison or camps changed, and the control of opposition 
mainly via a network of collaborators became the priority. The rejection 
of methods applied under J. V. Stalin's rule at the XXth congress of the 
USSR Communist Party in February 1956 established conditions for the 
gradual revision of certain political trials and the rehabilitation of their 
victims. Interrogations and dismissals of State Security staff responsible 
for applying "incorrect" work methods between 1948 and 1953  
culminated early in the 1960s. Internal chaos within the State Security 
was caused also by the trial of Antonín Prchal, the former Vice-Minister 
for National Security, which also involved many investigators. Changes in 
State Security operations resulted not only from the officially proclaimed 
"victory of socialism" in Czechoslovakia in 1960, but also from new 
approaches applied by foreign intelligence services. In some cases, the 
State Security activities were limited also by the low education and 
qualifications of its staff. On the other hand, leading positions started to 
be given to the Moscow KGB school graduates who were to ensure for 
a higher level of professionalism and efficiency; which, considering the 
situation in Czechoslovakia then, the State Security service managed 
to maintain during this whole period. KGB school graduates usually 
maintained close contacts with Soviet advisers in Czechoslovakia. Th> 
Prague KGB office staff participated in the anti-democracy process i  
1968, together with their State Security colleagues. 

The deaths of both Joseph Stalin and Klement Gottwald also signalled changes 
in the State Security. For example, the intervention of Karol Bacílek, Minister 
for National Security in 1953, when he cancelled the much-feared interrogation 
units (VI/A and VI/B) and and newly established Directorate of State Security 
Investigation detached from the Main Directorate of State Security. In mid-May 
1953, he also intervened, in a very brutal way, against the State Security staff in 
Bratislava, Žilina and Gottwaldov (Zlín, today) who were making arrests without 
cause and using physical and mental terror, as well as provocations. Outwardly, 



the regime professed to fight against the unlawful activities of the State Security 
staff, and in particular its junior officers. Nevertheless, these methods were still 
tolerated; their complete abolition would mean destabilisation of the totalitarian 
system. The steps taken by Minister Bacilek - who was fully controlled by Soviet 
advisers - were related to the resolution of relations between the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party and the State Security, as the latter started to acquire more 
power in the previous years than its founder, the Party. Thus, the Party leaders, 
having received the blessing of Moscow, started to prepare major changes in the 
National Security Ministry, which were directed towards abolition of the body 
itself, as well as the State Security HQ, and dividing the State Security into several 
organisational units that would be easier to control and command. The State 
Security restructuring that followed was accompanied by enhanced political 
control within the security forces, and eventually the term "State Security" was 
also used less. 

The Czechoslovak Government adopted a decision on 11th September 1953,  
to merge the Ministry of National Security with the Ministry of the Interior. As 
a consequence, President Zápotocký appointed the virtually unknown Rudolf 
Barák as Minister of the Interior. In early October 1953, new structure for the 

Karol Bacilek, the Minister 
for National Security, just 
a puppet in the hands of 

Soviet advisors 
Source: TASR 



Rudo l f B a r á k ,  
the Min i s te r of the 
In te r io r w a s e x p e c t e d 
to be t te r s u b o r d i n a t e 
the State Secu r i t y to the 
C o m m u n i s t Party . 
His n a m e is c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h the c o m p l e t i o n 
of the "sov ie t i sa t ion" 
of the C z e c h o s l o v a k 
secu r i t y fo r ces 
Source: TASR 

J a ros l av Mil ler , the H e a d 
of Fore ign In te l l igence for 
a cons ide rab l y long- t ime 
Source ABS 

m i n i s t r y w a s i n t r o d u c e d , w i t h t h e S t a t e S e c u r i t y i n t e r n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n m i r r o r i n g 
t h e S o v i e t m o d e l . H o w e v e r , a l m o s t n o c h a n g e s in t h e c a d r e s t o o k p l a c e . 
B e s i d e s K a r o l B a c í l e k , t h e M i n i s t e r f o r N a t i o n a l S e c u r i t y , o n l y S t a n i s l a v B a u d y š ,  
t h e d e p u t y m i n i s t e r , l e f t t h e m i n i s t r y . O s k a r J e l e ň , J i n d ř i c h Kota l , a n d A n t o n í n  
P r c h a l , o t h e r d e p u t y m i n i s t e r s , k e p t t h e i r r o l e s . P r c h a l , w h o w a s t h e n 30 , w a s 
p r o m o t e d a n d a p p o i n t e d t o t h e n e w p o s i t i o n o f t h e f i r s t d e p u t y m i n i s t e r o f t h e 
in te r io r . K a r e l Košťá l , w h o u s e d t o w o r k w i t h t h e S t a t e S e c u r i t y I n v e s t i g a t i o n 
D i r e c t o r a t e , a r e c e n t g r a d u a t e f r o m t h e M o s c o w M G B S c h o o l , w a s a p p o i n t e d a 
m e m b e r o f t h e n e w M i n i s t r y m a n a g e m e n t . T h e m i n i s t e r a n d h is t h r e e d e p u t y 
m i n i s t e r s ( e x c e p t f o r J i n d ř i c h K o t a l ) w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n d i v i d u a l S t a t e S e c u r i t y 
U n i t s t h a t c o n t i n u e d t o b e l ed b y t h e p r o v e d S t a t e S e c u r i t y s t a f f . O n l y B o h u m i l 

Centra l State Secur i ty units a n d thei r Heads (as of 1st O c t o b e r 1953) 

Ist Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Secret Service) Head : Lt-Col Jaroslav Miller 

IInd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Counter-intelligence) Head : Maj Vladimír Matoušek 

IIIrd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Political counter-intelligence) Head : Maj František Svoboda 

IVth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Economy related counter-intelligence) Head : Maj Jiří Rybin 

Vth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (Counter-
intelligence related to transport and communications) Head : 1st Lt Ludvík Fiala 

VIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Military counter-intelligence) Head : Lt-Col Josef Stavinoha 

VIIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Surveillance and reports about interest individuals) Head : Maj Antonín Kavan 

VIIIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Protection of the Party and Government leaders) Head : Col Karel Klíma 

IXth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Technical equipment and devices) Head : Lt-Col Karel Smíšek 

Investigation Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior Head : Lt-Col Milan Moučka 

Ist special unit of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Operative records and registry) Head : mjr. Václav Jiras 

Hndspecial unit of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Correspondence check) Head : Capt. JUDr. Milan Doležal 

IIIrd special unit of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Passports and visa) Head : Maj Josef Linart 

Vth special unit of the Ministry of the Interior 
(Eastern emigration) Head : I s t Lt Jan Vlček 

IIIrd department of the Ministry of the Interior (codes) Head : I s t Lt Rudolf Váňa 



The structure of the 
Regional Administration 
of the Ministry of the 
Interior 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

Doubek, the former head of the State Security Investigation Unit, left the State 
Security management; he was held responsible for brutal interrogation methods 
and torturing of both actual and putative communist regime opponents and 
enemies. 

At the turn of 1953 -1954, organisational changes took place also in regional 
State Security units. The Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior led by Rudolf 
Barák proposed to the Political Bureau to merge the then Regional State Security 
Directorate, Regional Public Security Service Directorate and Regional Unit of 
Correctional Facilities and establish one security force from these: the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. Its mission and key objectives were 
defined as follows: "The task of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior will be the operational fight against agents from imperialist intelligence 
services, as well as internal enemies. It will be tasked to protect the public order 
and safety of people within the region, to ensure that the principles of socialist 
co-existence of people are observed, to protect the state and cooperative 



Josef Houska, the 
Head of the Regional 
Administration of the 
Ministry of the Interior for 
a considerably long-time, 
Bratislava 
Source: ABS 

ownership, as well individual property of people, and to control public and 
road transportation within the respective region. Moreover, it will fight against 
criminals, mainly economic saboteurs, diversionists and those who violate public 
order. It will control and operate prisons, guard these properly, organise work 
and jobs for prisoners, and take care of their re-education". The definition of 
the mission of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior expressed 
the merger of the three so far separate security forces, and it also implied the 
dominant position of the State Security, as its units remained to be hidden within 
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior structure as the latter's 
units and departments. This new organisation of regional security structure 
was approved by the Secretariat of the Czechoslovak Communist Party on 9th 

November 1953. Early in 1954, new Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior was established in the cities of Bratislava, Nitra, Žilina, Banská Bystrica, 
Prešov and Košice. After restructuring, District units of the Ministry of the 
Interior became the lowest organisational level, where the so called operation 
groups were located. Like the central level, this organisational structure of the 
State Security was maintained until the mid-60s, with only minor changes and 
adjustments. 

Number of operational staff within respective units of the Regional 
Directorates of the Ministry of the Interior (1954) 

Bratislava 669 
Nitra 228 
Banská Bystrica 232 
Žilina 349 
Košice 409 
Prešov 217 
Together 2,104 

The Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior had an almost 
identical structure with the central State Security units, which were hidden in 
a secret and quite complex structure of the Ministry of the Interior. Individual 
units within Regional Directorate had equal focus as units and departments 
of the Ministry in Prague, which provided the methodology and controlled 
their work (for example, the IIIrd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior was 
responsible for the activities of IIIrd Directorate within the Regional Directorate of 
the Ministry of the Interior). Military counter-intelligence was the only exception, 
as its territorial units located within the respective Regional Military Directorate 
reported directly to the HQ, and the Directorate for protection of Party and 
Government leaders, with only one external unit - the VIIIth unit - located with 
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava. When the 



State Security within the Internal Affairs Commission was abolished in the middle 
of 1950, Slovak State Security units were managed directly from Prague by the 
National Security Ministry or the Interior Ministry, as it was renamed later (1950- 
1953). The absence of a Slovak security HQ was to a certain extent substituted 
by the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava. Its 
specific status was determined by Bratislava being the centre of Slovakia, as 
there were embassies and consulates of foreign countries located there, as 
well as representations of foreign trade and commercial companies, and many 
other institutions, while foreign journalists and tourists also came to the city, 
which had a very lively social and cultural life. Moreover, the Bratislava Region 
had a common direct border with a capitalist country - Austria. Therefore, 
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior was tasked with more 
work, its organisational structure was wider, and it comprised more operational 
staff. Its head was usually a Czech State Security officer trusted both by the 
Prague ministry and the Soviet secret service. In 1958, the Ministry management 
considered strengthening the competences assigned to the head of the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava, and enhancing his powers 
at least to the level of deputy minister - the Deputy Minister for Slovak Security 
forces. Nevertheless, these considerations never went any further. 

The Secret service was in charge of intelligence, espionage and counter-
intelligence activities abroad. It was formed soon after the end of WWII as a 
relatively small unit. It was only in the era when Rudolf Barák was appointed 
the minister of the interior (1953-1961), that the secret service expanded and 
became professional. Its headquarters was located in Prague, and since the mid-
50s, there were secret service units located in regional cities, as well secret service 
offices abroad - the so called "residenturas". Members of the so-called "legal 
residenturas" used the cover of diplomatic posts at embassies, Travel agents, 
Czechoslovak Airlines, Czechoslovak Press Agency staff and staff of export-
oriented enterprises, for their intelligence activities. The secret service formed an 
autonomous element within the State Security organisational structure almost 
throughout its existence; it had its own records and operational archive, and 
its head reported directly to the Minister for Interior. In order to strengthen 
the espionage activities against capitalist countries that had numerous foreign 
secret service centres (in particular the USA, the UK, France and Germany), 
and also to better utilise the existing possibilities for selecting and sending 
staff abroad, secret service units were established within selected areas of the 
Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior on 19th November 1954. In 
Slovakia, these were established in Bratislava and Košice, and since April 1955, the 
Ist units within the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior were also 
established in Nitra, Banská Bystrica, Žilina and Prešov. Organisationally, these 
reported directly to the head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior, but as regards their specialised activities, they reported directly to the 
head of the Czechoslovak secret service. Secret service units within the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior focused in particular on selecting 
and searching for potential secret collaborators who could have possibilities 
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During the Minister Barák  
era, the Czechoslovak 

Secret Service became also 
famous for kidnapping. 
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The Czechoslovak secret service 
focused not only on fulfilling the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party's 
objectives; there were other tasks 
it performed that had no meaning 
for the country but served the 
Soviet Union's power politics. The 
secret service also used so-called 
active measures; these were secret 
operations that were supposed to 
influence the positions and acts of 
individuals, groups of people and also 
the general public in the host country 
in favour of the foreign policy of 
Czechoslovakia and other communist 
bloc countries. Active measures 
such as spreading disinformation, 
publishing compromising documents, 
starting riots or demonstrations - to 
mention only a few - were supposed 
to weaken or confuse the foreign 
opponents. However, the Czechoslovak 
secret service did not hesitate to use 
"active measures" such as sabotage, 
kidnapping and murders. One example 
involves the active measures used in 
the operation codenamed SEPARATIST, 
focused on weakening the activities of 
Jozef Mikuš, a Czechoslovak emigrant 
and official of the Slovak National 
Council Operating Abroad. The 
secret service sent him a letter from 
the USA in 1958, in the name of a 

"Czechoslovak emigrant", who told 
him about being in contact with the 
"Gabčik and accomplices" that had 
killed Matúš Černák, a politician and 
diplomat, and also František Hrušovský,  
director of the Slovak Institute in 
Cleveland, adding that this group 
were also planning to assassinate 
him and therefore advising him to 
stop working for the Slovak National 
Council Operating Abroad and to move 
somewhere else. The secret service 
evaluated this operation successful 
as after being delivered the letter, 
Mikuš retired from all his activities. 
Nevertheless, the most brutal methods 
used by the State Security were the 
kidnapping and murder of unwanted 
persons. On 5th July 1955, a bomb 
exploded in a post office in Munich 
when a package was opened, killing 
Matúš Černák, a politician and 
diplomat and chairman of the 
German office of the Slovak National 
Council Operating Abroad. Two other 
people were killed and 13 injured 
during this terrorist act that was most 
likely prepared by the Czechoslovak 
State Security. It was just a coincidence 
that Franz Karmasin, a friend of Černák  
and the former "Volksgruppenfuhrer" 
of Slovak Germans, escaped the 
death during this act. 

to penetrate into secret services, government institutions, exile organisations 
and scientific and research institutions, as well as other facilities of intelligence 
interest. They established illegal channels for sending agents to Germany, Austria 
and other Western countries, and uncovered, controlled and liquidated those 
used by foreign intelligence services on the territory of Czechoslovakia. 

Following the new reorganisation, there were four separate Directorates 
of the Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior that were tasked with defence-
related intelligence - counter-intelligence, political intelligence, economy-
related counter-intelligence and transport and communication related counter-
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intelligence. Counter-intelligence (IInd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior) 
was to stop the penetration of capitalistic intelligence services into Czechoslovakia 
and to uncover their spies among foreigners who were issued visas to travel to 
Czechoslovakia, as well among Czechoslovak citizens. Counter-intelligence staff 
activities were quite broad; they focused on revealing the links used by foreign 
secret services to contact their members and "agencies" in Czechoslovakia, and 
monitored embassies of enemy countries, their employees and also "ordinary 
people" who contacted them and were suspected of espionage. They also 
worked on political emigrants from Yugoslavia, Greece, Spain and Italy, and the 
surveillance of family members and friends of refugees who were suspected of 
cooperating with the so-called capitalist secret services. Counter-intelligence 
staff monitored and liquidated actual and also putative espionage networks in 
Czechoslovakia established by agents of foreign secret services. They watched 
people from Germany, uncovered Nazi networks, members and confidants of 
the Gestapo, Sicherheitsdienst and Abwehr, but they also tried to monitor those 
who had had any contacts with foreign secret services (e.g. during WWII). All 
these people were considered potential collaborators with hostile secret services. 
Moreover, they watched cross-border transport (Czechoslovak Elbe-Odra and 
Danube sailors, train personnel), and were in charge of passport departments 
in Czechoslovakia. Their attention focused also on telephone and telegraph 
connections, electricity and gas utilities connected with foreign countries. 
Counter-intelligence also acquired information from the premises of the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Diplomatic Corps Administration 
and Services, the Czechoslovak Foreign Institute, and from foreigners within 
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An operation codenamed "JEDĽA8"  
was an example of a successful fight 
of the State Security in Bratislava 
against foreign secret services; the 
State Security even summarised its 
course and conclusions in a training 
material for its new staff. In December 
1961, the State Security, during 
systematic checks of correspondence, 
found a letter to Austria containing 
a secret message of military character. 
State Security staff did not stop 
this letter and early in 1962, they 
intercepted another one. Based on the 
acquired information and graphology 
expertise they knew that it had 
something to do with a person from 
Bratislava, middle aged and of average 
education, who had travelled 
abroad in 1961, and very likely 
was asked to cooperate. 
The State Security therefore was 
scanned those who had travelled 
to Austria in 1961 and excluded 
young or elderly people. The rest 
they checked against their registry 
of suspects of espionage and also in 
general public records, comparing 
their handwriting with the signature 
on the residence permit, and found out 
that the letter was written by František  
Siller from the Pravda Printing House. 
Having found that, the State Security 
continued to search for the source of 
information, periodicity of sending, 
and also, other individuals involved, 
trying to uncover the secret service 
they worked for, and how they were 
managed and contacted. The State 
Security found out that in 1957, during 

a family visit to Vienna, 
F. Siller met Rudolf Kryštofy, who they 
knew about in connection with the 
acquisition or selection of people from 
Czechoslovakia for espionage activities 
for foreign secret services. Four years 
after that, Kryštofy introduced Siller 
to a person called Jozef Nemec,on 
record with the State Security as an 
agent of the Bundesnachrichtendienst 
- the West-German intelligence 
service. J. Nemec proposed 
cooperation to Šiller, requesting 
military-related information, and he 
agreed. From September of 1961 until 
July 1962, he delivered 20 letters to 
an undercover address in Vienna with 
coded messages, describing general 
and publicly available information 
with almost zero value to the West-
German secret service. In May 1962,  
another Austrian joined the game - 
M. Weihrauch, who was also contacted 
by J. Nemec. Weihrauch worked as 
driver for a certain Austrian company 
and transported fuel oil from Slovnaft, 
Bratislava, and was supposed to 
contact Šiller while in Czechoslovakia, 
and bring his written messages. This is 
how Šiller got his last two messages to 
Vienna. By then, the State Security was 
already around pulling their strings, 
and in July 1962, they detained F. Šiller  
and his wife, and five days later also 
M. Wiehrauch. Šiller and Weihrauch 
were convicted of espionage and 
sentenced to 12 years and six years 
imprisonment, respectively. F. Šiller's  
wife was sent to prison for two years 
for not reporting criminal activity. 

8 Transl. note: a fir tree. 
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the World Peace Council and the foreign broadcasting services of Czechoslovak 
Radio. The staff of this State Security unit had their own prison and investigation 
unit. Moreover, they also worked outside Czechoslovakia; for example, from 1953  
until 1963, staff from the IInd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior worked 
in Berlin, officially as Czechoslovak Press Agency employees. They maintained 

In 1960, the Regional Directorate of 
the Ministry of the Interior in Košice  
prepared an operation against 
a Frenchman André Kirchberger 
and Ladislav Motla from 
Czechoslovakia, under the operation 
cover name UN. This also proves how 
individual units within the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior cooperated. A. Kirchberger 
came to Slovakia in July 1960, as 
a tourist. The State Security (IInd unit) 
acquired the very first information 
about him from the thorough 
screening of visa tourists coming to 
the country. Once in Czechoslovakia, 
he contacted L. Motla, and according 
to the State Security "was interested 
in information about the reloading 
station in Čierna nad Tisou,  
transportation of various materials on 
railways, building a crude oil pipeline, 
electrification of the railway, etc." 
These issues were dealt by the Vth 

Directorate specialising in counter-
intelligence related to the protection 
of transportation and communications. 
The State Security evaluated the 
26-year old Frenchman interest in 
transportation issues as espionage;  
L. Motl who provided the information 
committed a criminal act of revealing 
a state secret, under the socialist laws. 
The case was immediately taken over 
by the Prague counter-intelligence 
HQ (the IInd Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior). A. Kirchberger was 
arrested, confessed committing 

a crime, and was sentenced to 12  
years imprisonment. However, this 
was not the end of his story. While 
in prison, Czechoslovak counter-
intelligence contacted him in April 
1963, and asked him to cooperate 
with them covertly. Later, in September 
1963, they handed him over to the 
Czechoslovak secret service to control 
him further. In the same year, the State 
Security exchanged him for a member 
of the Czechoslovak secret service 
detained in France for operating 
illegally. Using the cover name SEINE, 
Kirchberger was supposed to acquire 
information about the French secret 
service and its plans against the CSSR, 
on behalf of the State Security. Four 
years later, the State Security tried 
to direct him to acquire information 
about the activities of the USA and 
Germany against Czechoslovakia, 
in meetings that took place in 
Leningrad and Moscow. The State 
Security staff gradually became 
convinced that Kirchberger continued 
to further cooperate with the French 
secret service and was only playing 
tricky games with them. Therefore, 
the State Security did not sent their 
representatives (using the period 
terminology - "no staffing 
in the meeting asked by an agent") 
to meetings held in Germany in 1967,  
in Bulgaria in 1968, Cuba in 1969  
and the USSR in 1970, and finally 
closed down the operation 
completely in 1971. 



contacts with the East-Germany secret police, managed a network of agents and 
acquired information about hostile secret services, as well as set up their dirty 
tricks and covert operations. 

In Slovakia, counter-intelligence tasks were performed by units and 
departments of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. 
Activities of foreign secret services in Czechoslovakia were uncovered by the 
IInd unit of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior; its staff "worked" 
on foreign diplomats, journalists, students and also "visa foreigners" (tourists, 
members of cultural and sport delegations, representatives of foreign trade 
companies, technicians and relatives of people from Czechoslovakia). Moreover, 
they also focused on emigrants from Czechoslovakia, and since I960 also on 
the representatives of Ukrainian exiles in Europe and the USA. State Security 
in Slovakia also "worked" on the General Consulates of Austria and Yugoslavia. 
Automatically, consulate employees were suspected of hostile activities against 
Czechoslovakia, and consulate buildings were considered to be the locations of 
foreign secret services. The State Security also paid attention to Czechoslovak 
people who contacted employees of these institutions. To acquire information, 
the State Security used technical devices and equipment, secret agents, checked 
correspondence, and also used so-called open sources (public mass-media), 
official contacts, and the Diplomatic Corps Administration and Services, which 
was established to ensure the material needs of representative offices and their 
employees, following the Government proposal of 10th April 1951. The State 
Security controlled the Diplomatic Corps Administration and Services completely, 
via secret agents and mainly its own staff whom it legalised in the top positions. 
Special State Security units also monitored the movements of foreign diplomats 
(including those working in Prague) and "visa tourists" in Slovakia. 

Political counter-intelligence (the IIIrd Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior) focused on the "internal enemy" - putative and actual communist 
regime opponents and monitored the general public in Czechoslovakia for their 
opinions, religion, political membership or race. Political counter-intelligence staff 
"worked" on people who, according to communist doctrines, could be included 
into certain hostile ideology categories. Most often, these were Trotskyists (in 
particular those criticising Stalin-type methods), Zionists (this term involved 
Jews often regardless of political opinions), bourgeois nationalists (this term 
covered in particular Slovak communists), members of former "reaction" political 
parties (mainly those from the previous regimes), "right-wing" social democrats 
(here, one should mainly see those who criticised the full and unreserved 
subordination of social democracy to communists), and also "opponents hiding" 
in the National Front parties, Freemasons and representatives of previous 
political regimes - in particular those who had positions during the Hlinka's  
Party regime. Particular attention was paid to representatives of churches and 
sects. Political counter-intelligence uncovered anti-communist activities among 
young people, students, in the trade unions and the armed forces (except for 
the Czechoslovak People's Army), in the physical education sector, culture, 
health care, the judiciary and people's administration. It also revealed members 
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listickému táboru. Rosbor nepřátelské iiii nosil 
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Pri plnění Fi M V Л. MEB3 doj Iq Vädlo klEjEl-
íiýůh výplod ku i к některým yA vadným malt] 
slalkflm: 
i. Evidence těchto osob nevyjadřovala výchov 

ný proces s človfrketii, neboť ovldovéiii bylo 
provádétiu jen na pud kládě juj Ech třídního 
pflvntiu а bfvalé politickí pi-(slušnosti, bez 
ohledu na to, ге u mnoha г men neexisto-
valy Žádné poznatky o nepřátelské rínuustl. 

2. V praktickém provádění rozkazu se projevit 
1 nepolitický všeobecný přistup h lidem, bes  
л Li L n ú dl teren cla co. Tim so stale. Za Ovid en - ĽU Г В bytu živá. 

3. Tzv, _býv. lidí" byli pojati jako ucelená lů-
zu. kterou jo nutnn jednotně uvldoval а |(п!- 
notně roípramvával nebo kontroloval. Ope- 
ratívni práce byla zaměřována nikoliv ла  
vyhlodá váni a posti liuváiit liknieiiiú rii:|jri-
tiilskr úlnnostE cam, kdu opravdu ni Ism}!!,  
flfbrí jako dlouholeté ro/.iirflcuvíri a po-
norová til celů bi/e tzv. „býv. lidi". 

4. ľrojcvovola sc nistká (irovcn řídicí, výcltov-
л ú a urganlzátufckfi práiji; ndídlnlkS. Dů-
sledky tokbtc stavu sc pak projovovsly ve 
älabí MtllcE в výchovné práci s agenturou. TÍM ilocluzulo к pnrušovínl novfeh 
лк o agenturní oporaiivni práci. 

Z iBohto dDvQdtl evidence izv. b̂ýv. Lidi"  
neodpovídá sončB-snyra ńkolCun 5 potŕeblSm ml-
itlstersrva vnitra a ja nutnä j i prebudoval. 

X Jednalitému postupu а spräviiému zamc 
íení práce bezpciiiostnlch orgftnít na lenilo  
flsekii vydáváni v pŕiloMr tohotu ľoskaxu jtoví 
„Šsrimlca k nvidovánl nuprdlelských naob" a 
jejich ůf In nos! stanovlrr d опт vydáni гояк&яч, 

K tomu na P11 г и j Í! 
1. Nahradil pojem «býv. lidé", který nevysti-

huje podstatu naiiiĚreui v bezpečnostní prá-
ci maxi [fjjului osobami, poj m am .nepíJitet-
ské osoby". Toto ЛОУЙ о/пайап! vyj n d ŕ 11 je 
pcilílckait podstatu t£chto £Lv3ú a dává uri-
Il-fjlatl v prúci bazpoťnewitch игв/шй při  
postihu vnilfni ruakca, nabuf tyto osoby ivo-
K ]e)( iJĚhlad. 
DJI k n n ŕ D ruku 1 Qbt přnliudnuttl duu v A dr [  
evidenci a provést клřazeni nepŕätslskýcti  
osob du avJdcncc „Л" podle kategorii, tive-
díijiyjJh va aSmíiroteteh к evidováni n^pre-
tolikých osob", 

3j Z desávadni ovldance ВЛ „DL" výjimky 
vykadit vSechny fleny KSC л sorlńiuE záva-
dové materiály |jfedBt přJsli.iírjým stranic-
kým urgůiiiím. ustatul materiály znlíit. Cle-
nuve ÍLSC nesmí byt do nově evidence ne-
pfálelskŕch osob /aNmvänl. Toto se netýká 
osob rozpracovávaných v пёк lotech í druhů 
opera tivu tch svazků. 

The order of the Minister 
of the Interior regarding 

registration of the so 
called enemy individuals 

Source: ABS 



íHV г. lo'iuaj 

4. Zbývající cast dnsavadnt evldfln№ t™, „BŁ" 
a) poncchat л a operativních skupinách 00- 

MV; 
b) u KS MV predal pod í c bSíí кпШтв roz-

ved г г ё ш u o d b o r u , J a k u p c i T T L Ú í ľ k y k agan- 
tuniĚ operativní knntrole iSchttiosoh po 
jednotlivých M/leň; 

c) u osob bez stálobeKpeCnoslnDio y.&\inu 
|] rtn'ňst $kärloc] [ýi]l и • ei [ n L4.:L I LI podle 
lilLLiclmiho prntiptsu MV-adm-I-5 „Vyřa-
zováni ptíBmnoffti", 

Úklidů lil г 
& t, nám Ы ku MV plk. Kudrnovl 

projednat zajiitbril tohoto razit л ни па tpł- 
LeCní poradfe n S Celníků krajských správ 
MV, 

2. N í imr sk l i mín í i l rq vnitra plk . Zárubovi 
připravit vlaslnt opatřeni po lin Li VB v зои- 
Iвин se směrnicemi. 

3. Náčelníkovi kontrarozvědné s p r i t y MV  
řídit a kontrolovat agoiiturnil operatívni 

prňcl na liscki; nepřátelských osob a zajis-
tit důslodiiL plnůni totjotn ГОЗ&КЯ a „Směr-
nic к evidováni nepřátelských osob". 

4. M C e l n í k a m k ra j s ký sh správ MV 
svnlat poradu nSřelnlhú OO-MV po jednotli-
vých KS-Mv a prujednat dal&l tikaly v po-
st Lfru nepřátelských osob. 

5. Núín l t i iknt l ]. zvIJft lnihíi odboru MV  
lijlstJI tMhniCků provedeni tohoto ruľkazu  
pŕl prebudovaní a vedou! tiovů evidence a  
statistických pM h led (к. 

6. Náčelníkovi кош го lnů Inspekčního odboru 
MV vu Spolupráci s náčelníkem kOnlrerOi 
v i d n í správy MV 
provútiat к iin t rol и plnfriit Itriioiu roxkaza а  
do 1. tAtí iiiti'J předložit ŕprívu o Jeho plnĚ-
ní vedeni konlrsrcrevídnr Sprivy MV, 

Dnutti účinnosti srnčrnic bhSu)1 íl. 1 KM V 
i. 1/1959 в Jim vydanou přílohu .instrukce o 
evidenci л bývalých lidi* u Jiných osob, nebez-
pečných I trioví! demokratickému zřízeni". 

C), OS-OD4U/OZ-<M. 

Obdrží: 
ministr vnitra, 
náměstci ministra vnitra, 
operativní sourástl 
central y mv. KS-MV, odMV. 

Ministr vnitra 
LUBOMÍR 5TR0UGAL v. r. 

Z á z n a m : 

S Г О К к л т г е т h. i t - s i l j ŕ ť c i l c ŕ r j i l brií W Z n i l U ł T U ( d r - f r — k ^ l l i I i 

• p n l h H L t и С 1 П « г А к p m v O L H i n l r O i k J U U 4 a n i G n i i C : 

KnJlIťDlŮli [l'IVĽŕ'Ni 

iniSinl ŕi. I PHV (, 11Ш) в płtloliy winiiML: 

mplí ílůrílnlhn: 



Despite the brutal persecutions in the 
fifties, the Roman-Catholic Church 
remained one of the principal 
enemies of the communist regime, 
even early in the sixties. I n 1961 the 
Regional Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior in Košice carried out 
the so-called "FAKULTA9" operation, 
in which 16 monks were arrested. 
Innocent meetings of members of 
a group that focused on the youth 
and Christian society were labelled 
as anti-state activity by the State 
Security; according to the State 
Security, they mutually confirmed 
and re-confirmed themselves in 
their hostility against the communist 
regime, criticised political situation in 
the CSSR and expected it to change. 

Moreover, these people were 
supposed to have links with the 
Vatican, where they were sending 
information about the Roman-
Catholic Church's situation, as well 
the overall political and economic 
situation in the country. Provincial 
Vojtech Bošanský was said to be the 
head of the group, according to the 
State Security, and was accused of 
preparations to establish a secret 
leadership for the Roman-Catholic 
Church that would coordinate and 
control the overall secret activities 
of the Church. Later, in his trial, 
Bošanský was sentenced to 14 years 
in prison, and many other members 
of the group received sentences 
of long-term imprisonment. 

of putative and actual sabotage and terrorist groups, writers and publishers of 
anti-state documents. Thus, surveillance, records and operational work on the 
internal enemy was carried out by the IIIrd unit within the Regional Directorate of 
the Ministry of the Interior, in Slovakia. Persecution touched almost everyone in 
the country. This fact can be also proved by an order regarding work, surveillance 
and registration of "the former people" issued early in January of 1959 by Rudolf 
Barák, the Minister for the Interior. This humiliating term was used for a broad 
range of social classes split to 16 categories; it comprised representatives of 
the haute (high) bourgeoisie (bankers, businessmen, shareholders), directors of 
enterprises, the intelligentsia, kulaks and their families, senior officers working for 
previous regimes, representatives of capitalist industrial enterprises and trading 
organisations, officials and active members of former fascist and Nazi parties, 
organisations and associations, senior officials of former political parties and 
organisations, top officials and very active members of Hlinka's Slovak People 
Party, Hlinka's Youth, Hlinka's Guards and all members of Paramilitary shock 
troops of Hlinka's Guards, representatives of churches and sects, representatives 
of associations and clubs (e.g. the YMCA and Rotary Club, Association of Friends 
with the USA), representatives of democratic resistance during WWII, people 
who returned from capitalistic countries and their close relatives, close relatives 
and friends of emigrants, people convicted for anti-state crimes and recidivists, 

9 Transi. note: Faculty. 



Jozef Buberník, the head 
of the Investigation 
Unit within the Regional 
Directorate of the 
Ministry of the Interior, 
Bratislava. His name is 
also connected 
to physical torturing 
of detainees 
Source: ABS 

and also many other people who used to be in possession of quite substantial 
financial property, in the past. Based on this broad definition of that term, the 
State Security assumed that there were almost one million of the "former people" 
living in Czechoslovakia in the 1950s! In 1959, State Security offices registered 
47,299 individuals, and in January 1961 as many as 96,085 "former people". In 
Slovakia, the State Security registered 18,217 people in October 1960, and 1,693  
were further worked on. 

Economic issues-related counter-intelligence (IVth Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior) was tasked with uncovering "class enemies" within the heavy, 
light, armaments and food industries, distribution, agriculture, foreign trade, 
planning, finances and uranium ore mining. It ensured the protection of state 
secrets in state administration, as well as screening people who were supposed 
to have access to it. Through its agents, it controlled the state institutions 
dealing with economic issues (ministries, research institutes, etc.). Transport and 
communications related counter-intelligence (Vth Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior) focused on "uncovering spies, saboteurs and diversionists" in 
the sectors of railways, roads, water and air transport. It worked on the Central 
administration of railway transport, Central administration of state roads, Central 
administration of tourism, Czechoslovak car repair and warehouse facilities, 
the Ministry of Communications of the Czechoslovak Republic and its research 
institutes, telephone exchanges, Spojprojekt10 and Ruzyn Airport (airport 
personnel and Czechoslovak Airlines foreign flights). Also, there was military 
counter-intelligence (VIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior) that focused 
on the units and facilities of the Czechoslovak People's Army, Border Guards and 

In 1955, the Regional Directorate of 
Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava 
worked on the Jozef Kľačko case, 
and unmasked a "six member gang 
of subversive kulak elements" who 
according to them, "carried out 
hostile activities in an agricultural 
cooperative in the village of Plavecký  
Štvrtok. All members of the group 
were accused that after they joined 
the agricultural cooperative, they 
deliberately sabotaged both vegetable 
and animal productions, and disrupted 
the work morale of its members. They 
had secured the key functions in the 
agricultural cooperative structure, 

among others that of its director, and 
according to the State Security their 
aim was to disrupt the cooperative. 
They were charged with "organising 
a plot by people living in the village 
of Plavecký Štvrtok against the 
municipal authority officials, and the 
agricultural cooperative, when they 
requested to have their land returned 
to them, and thus it was their aim to 
disrupt the cooperative's integrity". 
During a public trial at the Regional 
Court in Bratislava in September 1955,  
members of the group were sentenced 
to prison terms ranging from two and 
a half years up to 11 years. 

10 Transl. note: name of a company, involved in communications. 



The number of personnel in central State Security Directorates and changes 
adopted by the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party, 
at the end of 1953 

State Security unit Numbers Changes in numbers The Difference 
Ist Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 382 from 360 to 477 + 117 
IInd Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 202 from 210 to 324 + 114 
IIIrd Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 166 from 168 to 210 + 42 
IVth Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 160 from 151 to 283 + 132 
Vth Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 47 from 34 to 82 + 48 
VIth Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 273 from 365 to 299 - 66 
VIIth Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 468 from 651 to 755 + 104 
VIIIth Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 1301 from 2511 to 1110 - 1401 
IXth Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 494 from 678 to 690 + 12 
Investigation Directorate the of Ministry of Interior 109 from 152 to 116 - 36 
Ist special unit of the Ministry of Interior 180 from 212 to 208 - 4 
IInd special unit of the Ministry of Interior 192 from 268 to 280 + 12 
IIIrd special unit of the Ministry of Interior 84 from 100 to 90 - 10 
Vth special unit of the Ministry of Interior 28 from 26 to 44 + 18 
IIIrd division of the Ministry of Interior 10 from 7 to 12 + 5 
Total 4096 from 5893 to 4980 -913 

Internal Guards. Its staff were tasked to uncover the spies of foreign intelligence 
services and communist regime opponents, as well to protect military state 
secrets. 

Like other examples, the economy-related counter-intelligence belonged to 
the IVth unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. Counter-
intelligence protection of water, air and road transportation and communications 
was the task of the Vth unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior, which was abolished in 1959, and its tasks and issues were taken over 
by the IVth unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. Eastern 
emigration (Ukrainian nationalists, emigrants from the Soviet Union) was dealt 
with by the 5th unit of Eastern migration, which merged with political counter-
intelligence in April 1955. VIIth unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of 
the Interior was in charge of surveillance and reports about people of interest, 
arrests, and house and body searches. The IXth unit of the Regional Directorate of 
the Ministry of the Interior dealt with technical equipment and devices, as well as 
radio broadcasting-related counter-intelligence. Operating records and archives 
were maintained by the IInd Special Unit. And finally, there was the investigation 



mransTiCKl S T R A N A slo/en ska 
KRAJSKÍ VÍBOH V BANSKEJ H5ÍSTHICI 
o<5ľ . š tá tne j a d m i n i s t r a t í v y a branné 

i ň a 4 . a p r í l a 1956 

SUdr. 

V e c : Výpis z u z n e s e n i a b ý r a 
KV KSS - z a s l a n i e . 

K r a j s k é sprévp MV 
kádrový odbor 

Banská B y s t r i c a 

Uznesením b ý r a KVKSS v Banske j B y s t r i c i č í s l o 92 zo dna 
27 .merce 1956 b o l i s c h v á l e n í : 
1 . / Ul i cký Michal za n á č e l n í k a I oboru KS MV 
Z./ Chudý J o z e f za n á č e l n í k a I I odboru 3VB. 
У . / Paučo J á n za n á č e l n í k a DO ДО Rimavská S o b o t a 
Ч»/ Braáo J á n za n á č e l n í k a 00 LV Brezno 

5 . / Udverdy S t e f a n za z á s t . n á č e l n í k a 00 1,17 Bsuská Š t i a v n i c a 
ú . / Bucek B l á E e j г а n á č e l n í k a 0 0 ffl L ^ e n e t 
7 . / Hudec J á n za zás tupcu n á č e l n í k a 00 íôV L icen se 
8 * / Pepich J o z e f za n á č e l n í k a 00 W P o l t á r 
3 . / b a l í k l latúä za n á č e l n í k a 00 Ш F i ľakovo 

1 0 . / Kopec InHľicb a a zástupcu, n á č e l n í k a 0 0 1.N F i ľakovo 
1 1 . / šl&uka Ján za zástupcu n á č e l n í k a 00 Ш HndSia 
1 2 . / Kopper J u r a j za zás tupcu n á č e l n í k a 00 MV 2 i e r nad Hronom 

The Communist Party always 
significantly influenceed the 

security staffing 
Source: Nation's Memory 

Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

Í3UÍ 

P r á c i t e s ť . I  
R a z í t k o : 
K r a j s k í výbor 

k o m u n i s t i c k e j s t r a n y SlovenF-ka 
Banská B y s t r i c a 

O d d . Š t á t n e j a d m i n i s t r a t í v y a branná 
Vedáci I I odde len ia : 

H o l i č k a v . r . 



Guardian of the Regime 1953- 1968 

Л КС T A -OBCHOD - s l edy v an ie i 

O b j e k t O B C H O D v s p o l o č n o s t i s v o j e j n e v e s t y # n a i & l i n o v s k s j u l . , a k o 

8 A L T » j u N S z á s t a v k e a u t o b u s u č - 2 4 , 4 6 > 22. V B r a t i s l a v E í í ň a 2 4 » 7*1374 

o 1 5 * 0 0 h o d * 

0 - Objekt 
N - nevos te 

P o t i l : P r o k o p e n s l í ý 

unit that belonged to the State Security units within the Regional Directorate of 
the Ministry of the Interior, and also the Department for protection of Party and 
Government officials, in Bratislava. 

At the request of operational staff, the surveillance and reporting unit (VIIth 

Directorate of the Ministry of Interior) followed individuals suspected of hostile 
activities, diplomats and foreigners, as well employees and the overall activities 
of foreign representations, and their contacts with people from Czechoslovakia. 

Special State Security 
units were in charge of 
surveillance of people. 
Example from an 
operation that took place 
in Bratislava 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 



Surveillance as part of the operational 
activities of the State Security aimed 
to gain or verify information, to be 
processed further. It was used also 
to establish the customs, habits, 
and daily regime of people of interest, 
when interception devices were 
installed, during secret searches 
of houses and other premises, and 
also to prove the reliability of secret 
collaborators of the State Security. 
It was organised, managed and carried 
out by specialised units. Surveillance 
was carried out in both "covert" and 
"overt" modes. Covert surveillance was 
used to acquire information about the 
activities of the so-called people of 
interest, and in observation of selected 
premises, enterprises or so- called 
"dead boxes". Overt surveillance was 
carried out only exceptionally, in 
particular as a reciprocal measure 

against foreign secret services, 
or as a demonstrative deterrent 
that was supposed to prevent them 
from further activities. Various 
technical devices and equipment 
were used in surveillance (walkie-
talkie, radio transmitters and receivers, 
miniature cameras, hidden film 
cameras, TV and video techniques, 
special optical devices, adapted 
transport vehicles, and others), 
phone calls were intercepted 
and recorded, and correspondence 
was checked. The tools and devices 
used for surveillance and interception 
were not supposed to attract 
attention, and therefore these were 
thoroughly camouflaged as part 
of a vehicle, or a baby pram; 
sometimes they were contained 
in objects of daily use, such as box 
of matches, a lighter, a briefcase etc. 

"The way of life and behaviour of monitored individuals are found in 
conspiratorial surveillance, their relations and visited addresses that 
were not known to the agency are uncovered, and information ac-
quired by the agency is also verified In order to get documentary 
material, surveillance staff takes pictures of the objects meeting other 
people, secret deliveries, and visiting certain addresses". 
Quotation from a classified order issued by the Czechoslovak Minister of the Interior 
№ 37/1955 of 7th March 1955; "The issuance of status and instructions about the 
work of the VIIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior and 7th units within the 
Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior". 

Within the screening process, it also checked the State Security collaborators. Its 
staff watched the people of interest, while interception devices were installed, and 
house searches and other technical activities were carried out. Also, preliminary 
state security examination was carried out (the reports about people of interest), 
when all relevant information on the individual was collected. Surveillance and 
reporting unit staff arrested people, carried out house and body searches, 
monitored flats and also escorted people in special cases. They operated mainly 



ОЪг, ä . 1 - C e l t o v ý p o h l e d n a k o č á r e k КГ - 1 

P o h l e d n a u m í s t ě n í TV k a m e r y 
v k o š a t i n ě k o č á r k u . 

Special State Security 
units were in charge of 
surveillance of people. 

Example from an operation 
that took place in Bratislava 

Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 
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W 

2 я . v 
Bohuš Vávro 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

František Garay 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

Heads of the respective Regional Directorates of the Ministry 
of the Interior in Slovakia, 1954 - 1966 

Bratislava 

1st January 1954 - 31st January 1954 Štefan Lôhner (acting) 

Bratislava 1st February 1954 - 22nd November 1961 Josef Houska Bratislava 

1st December 1961 - 14th March 1966 Ferdinand Mlkvy 

Banská  
Bystrica 

1st January 1954 - 31st May 1955 František Novák 

Banská  
Bystrica 

16th April 1955 - 31st March 1960 Ján Pobehá 

Banská  
Bystrica 

1st April 1960 - 31st August 1962 Bohuš Vávro Banská  
Bystrica 1st September 1962 - 28th February 1963 František Garay (temporarily) 
Banská  
Bystrica 

1st March 1963 - 14th March 1966 Martin Benček 

Banská  
Bystrica 

1st September 1965 - 14th March 1966 Matej Kubš (temporarily) 

Košice 
1st January 1954 - 28th February 1963 Martin Benček 

Košice 
1st March 1963 - 14th March 1963 Ján Majer 

Nitra 
1st January 1954 - 31st August 1956 František Červenka 

Nitra 
15th August 1956 - 31st March 1960 Eduard Pafčo 

Žilina 

1st January 1954 - 31st January 1954 Alojz Kocinec (acting) 

Žilina 1st February 1954 - 30th April 1955 Bohumil Říha Žilina 

16th April 1955 - 31st March 1960 Bohuš Vávro 

Prešov 

1st January 1954 - 31st January 1954 František Tomiška (acting) 

Prešov 1st February 1955 - 30th September 1955 Vladimír Žemlička Prešov 

1st October 1955 - 31st March 1960 Štefan Lôhner 

in Prague, and only in exceptional cases also fulfilled tasks in other parts of the 
country, which were usually covered by their colleagues from the same units 
within the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. 

Protection of the president of the republic, Party and Government officials, 
their offices and home residences, as well as of the Klement Gottwald Mausoleum, 
was carried out by the VIIIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (Protection 
of the Party leaders and Government top officials). The IXth Directorate of the 
Ministry of the Interior was in charge of research, development, production and 
assembly of technical equipment and devices - the Technical Unit, which was 
also in charge of producing forged documents, and searching for illegal hostile 
transmitters (radio broadcasting related counter-intelligence), controlled the 
protection against broadcasting of foreign radio stations in both the Czech and 
Slovak languages ("enemy broadcasting" in the period language), and protected 
the government connections. The Investigation Directorate of the Ministry of the 



Interior interrogated arrested people. The operational records unit (Ist Special 
Unit of the Ministry of the Interior) registered the State Security collaborators, as 
well as the people they worked on, and the individuals who were interrogated. It 
focused on and processed documents of other operational parts of the Ministry 
of the Interior; screening in the registers and funds of the operational archives 
was determined by the needs of the State Security operational bodies. The 
correspondence checking unit (IInd Special Unit of the Ministry of the Interior) 
checked post in both directions in relation to the so-called capitalist countries, 
printed matter sent to Czechoslovakia from abroad, and translations of texts in 
foreign languages. Also, in Prague, it controlled the so-called internal post. The 
Passport and visa unit (IIIrd Special Unit of the Ministry of the Interior) registered 
and screened those who applied for border crossing permits in both directions, 
and managed passport control units. The Eastern emigration unit (Vth special 
unit of the Ministry of the Interior) concentrated on the activities of Ukrainian 
nationalists, Czechs from Volyn and emigrants from the Soviet Union. The Coding 
Unit (IHrd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior) was in charge of coding 
services, including a non-stop operation of radio and telegraph connection 
between Ministry of the Interior units and those within the Regional Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior. It also maintained coded connection with Eastern 
bloc countries in the Russian language. Later on, when rationalisation measures 
were taken, the Vth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior merged with political 
counter-intelligence, and radio-broadcasting related counter-intelligence (Vth 

Special Unit) and radio defence (VIth Special Unit) became separate units. Only in 
the mid-1960s did the central state security units of the Ministry of the Interior 
undergo more significant changes. 

The end of the first half of the 1950s meant the beginnings of building 
the leading cadres; the future State Security units head completed one year of 
specialised study in the Soviet secret service MGB, later KGB, in Moscow. Then, 
the Ministry of the Interior selected the right ones from potential candidates, 
after a very thorough check; the selected candidates usually only had elementary 
education, came from a working-class background, were members of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, and had several years of practical experience 
in working with the State Security. The number of attendees was low, around 30  
people; gradually there were five positions allocated for Slovaks. The first round 
flew to the USSR at the end of December 1952, and the graduates returned in 
January 1954. They were promoted to the rank of Major (some jumped one or 
two ranks), and took over the management of State Security units in the HQ, and 
also within regions. A freshman, 29-year old Maj Josef Houska came to Bratislava; 
he was wearing a uniform of a senior constable in April 1952. Vladimír Žemlička,  
aged 30, who was born and grew up in Bratislava but was a Czech after his father, 
took over the position of head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior in Prešov. Other Regional Directorates of the Ministry of the Interior were 
taken over by heads of the State Security Directorates; Czechs František Červenka  
in Nitra and František Novák in Banská Bystrica, Slovak Martin Benček in Košice.  
Another Czech, Bohumil Říha, the former head of the Regional Directorate of the 



Slovak Graduates from the MGB/ KGB operational school in Moscow 

Bohuš Vavro Head, IIIrd Unit of State Security Regional 
Directorate, Bratislava 

Academic Year 
1954/1955 

Pavel Kubis Deputy Head, IInd Unit of State Security 
Regional Directorate, Nitra 

Academic Year 
1954/1955 

Ján Pobehá Deputy Head, IInd Unit of State Security 
Regional Directorate, Žilina 

Academic Year 
1954/1955 

Eduard Pafčo Head, IInd Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava 

Academic Year 
1955/1956 

Ján Haščák Deputy Head, Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Košice 

Academic Year 
1955/1956 

Jozef Buberník Head, Investigation Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava 

Academic Year 
1955/1956 

František Garay Head, IVth Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Nitra 

Academic Year 
1955/1956 

Jozef Kuruc Head, IVth Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Banská Bystrica 

Academic Year 
1955/1956 

Arnošt Benický Deputy Head, IInd Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Žilina 

Academic Year 
1955/1956 

Martin Benček Head, Regional Directorate of Ministry 
of the Interior, Košice 

Academic Year 
1956/1957 

Ondrej Dovina Deputy Head, Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Prešov 

Academic Year 
1956/1957 

Michal Kasan Head, IIIrd Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava 

Academic Year 
1956/1957 

František Šilík Head, IVth Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Žilina 

Academic Year 
1956/1957 

Štefan Hubina Head, Transportation Department, Ministry 
of the Interior, Košice 

Academic Year 
1956/1957 

Gustáv Tôkôly Deputy Head, Transportation Department, 
Ministry of the Interior, Košice 

Academic Year 
1957/1958 

Jozef Mozola Deputy Head, Regional Directorate of Ministry 
of the Interior, Bratislava 

Academic Year 
1957/1958 

Adam Supek Deputy Head, IVth Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Banská Bystrica 

Academic Year 
1957/1958 

Emil Belan HeadIIIrd unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Nitra 

Academic Year 
1957/1958 

Peter Holinka Head, IInd Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Prešov 

Academic Year 
1957/1958 

Demeter Krajňák Head, IIIrd Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Košice 

Academic Year 
1958/1959 

Jozef Koiš Head, IIIrd Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Banská Bystrica 

Academic Year 
1958/1959 

Ján Miklovič Head, IIIrd Unit of Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava 

Academic Year 
1958/1959 

Vincent Ožvolda Head, Military Counter-intelligence unit, 
Regional Military Directorate, Nitra 

Academic Year 
1958/1959 



O s p o l u p r á c í mesi m i n i s t e r s t v e m v n i t r a . Č e s k o s l o v e n s k é 
s o c i a l i s t i c k é r e p u b l i k y a Výborem š t á t n i b e z p e č n o s t i  

p ř i Hadí m i n i s t r ů SSSR, 

Ve snaze s j e d n o t i t ú s i l í v b o j i p r o t i podvra tné 
č i n n o s t i i m p e r i á l i a t i c k ý c h s t á t ů a aa účelem k o o r d i -
nace rozvodné a kont r a r o z v i (iné č i n n o s t i p ř i a a j í Ě Í o -
T á n i š t í t n í b e z p e č n o s t i Í3r>il a SáSIí se m i n i s t e r s t v o 
v n i t r a Í3SH a Výbor S t á t n í b e s p e í n o s t i S3S11 čtohodly: 

l ) iia u s k u t e č ň o v á n í výmšny: 

- m a t e r i a l ň a i n f o r m a c í o n e p ř í t e l i , k t e r é 
z í s k á v a j í r o z v ě a k y oKou semí o o t á z k á c h p o l i t i c k ý c h , 
v o j e n s k ý c h , hospodářských a v š d e c k o - t c c h n l c k ý c h , j a -
kož i o č i n n o s t i r e a k č n í e m i g r a c e ; 

The Agreement of the 
Cooperation between the 

Czechoslovak Minister 
of the Interior 

and the KGB, of 1962  
Source: ABS 

- o p e r a t i v n í c h R i n f o r m a t i v n í c h zpráv o f o r -
mách s metodách č i n n o s t i n e p ř á t e l s k ý c h rozvodných a 
k o n t r a r o s v e d n ý c h c e n t r á l a s l u ž e b , с p ř í s l u š n í c í c h 

s a g e n t u ř e t ě c h t o c e n t r á l , o k a n á l e c h s p o j e n í i j i -
ných s p r á v , k t e r é mohou p ř i s p ě t k a j i á t S n í , podchy-
c e n í 'nebo l l k v l d í í c i n e p ř á t e l s k é a g e n t u r y , p ů s o b í c í 
z v e n č í nebo u v n i t ř obou zemí , j a k o ä i o o p e r a t i v n í 
s i t u a c i v zemích , o ngä j e r o z v l d n ý z á j e m ; 

- dokumentace a p r o t o t y p u o p e r a t i v n í t e c h n i k y , 
v y v i n u t ý c h t e c h n i c k ý m i s l u ž b a m i nebo s i s k a n ý c h u n e -
p ř í t e l e ; 



2 ) na p o s k y t o v á n í veLJetnii i pomoci: 

- p ř i provádění r o s v í d n ý o h o p a t ř e n í s m ě ř u j í c í c h 
к agenturnímu p r o n i k á n í do d ů l e ž i t ý c h o b j e k t u n e p H t e l s , 
zejména U S i j iíšmecké s p o l k o v é r e p u b l i k y a Rakouska, p ř i 
z í s k á v á n í hodnověrných poznatků o p l á n e c h a vojenských, 
p ř í pravé, CÍL h l a v n í c h i m p e r i a l i s t i c k ý c h s t á t ů a j e j i c h 
a g r e s i v n í c h b l o k ů , i d ů l e 5 1 t ý c h i n ŕ o m a c í o včdccko - 
t e c h n i c k ý c h o t á a k á c h , j a k o ž i p ř i u s k u i e č ň c ® i n í a k t i v -
n í c h o p a t ř e n í r,amĚřených к o d h a l e n í a znemoSněni a g r e -
s i v n í cli záměru i m p e r i a l i s t i c k é h o t á b o r a ; 

- při. u s k u t e č ň o v á n i kont rare? ; vědných o p a t ř e n í 
v a á j n u p r o n i k n u t í do a p a r á t u n e p ř á t e l e kých rozv5dek 
a k o n t r a r O z v š d e k ( Kejména U3A, llěmeckó s p o l k o v é r e p u b -
l i k y & Rakouska, k o d h a l e n í , r o z p r a c o v á n í a zmařeni 
podvratné č i n n o s t i r o z v S d č í k ú a n e p ř á t e l s k é agentupjtt 
p r a c u j í c í p r o t i semím s o c i a l i s t i c k é h o t á b o r a , 1 p ř i 
u s k u t e č ň o v á n í n ě k t e r ý c h s p e c i á l n í c h o p a t ř e n í za. ú č e -
lem z í s k á n í d ů l e ž i t ý c h dokumentu n e p ř í t e l e ; 

- p ř i r o z p r a c o v á n í a maření č i n n o s t i r e a k č n í c h 
e m i g r a n t s líý c h a n á b o ž e n s k ý c h c e n t r á l i j e j i c h a g e n t u r y 
u v n i t ř a a ě i c h zemi . 

V p ř í p a d e c h , kdy j e to ú č e l n é , u s k u t e č ň o v a t 

s p o l e č n é akce v uvedených směrech.. 

j ) V zájmu k o o r d i n a c e č i n n o s t i b e z p e č n o s t n í c h o r g á -
nů a provádění pohodnutých i s p o l e č n ý c h o p a t ř e n í , j a k 
j e uvedeno v bodě 2 , t é t o Dohody, j a k o g i o p e r a t i v n í h o 
ř e š e n í o t á a e k , k t e r á vzniknou během s p o l u p r á c e , i v z á j -
mu z a j i š t ě n í s p o j e n í u s n a l o m i n i s t e r s t v o v n i t r a ČSSft 



a výbor s t á t n í b e z p e č n o s t i p H BadS n i n i s t r ů SSäil за  
ú č e l n é , aby p ř i m i n i s t e r š t v u v n i t r a ČSSIÍ b y l i pře ds t a -
v i t elé Výborti s t á t n í b e z p e č n o s t i v tomto s l o a e n í : 
v e d o u c í , ůtp. E d a t u p c i ( jedeni pi-o r o s v ě d k u , druhý pro 
kon t r a r b a v ě d l c u ) , 7 o p e r a t i v n í c h pracovníků а пев byt ný  
poče t t echnických , pracovní lců. 

The Agreement of the 
Cooperation between the 

Czechoslovak Minister 
of the Interior 

and the KGB, of 1962  
Source: ABS 

Щ V ý S a j e na svá p ř e d s t a v i t e l e v ČS3IÍ Hradí Výbor 
s t á t n í b e z p e č n o s t i p ř i Radí m i n i s t r ů S33H, 

Ľ i n i e t e ra tvo v u i t r a ÍSS í l v š e s t r a n n ě pomáhá p ř e d -
s t a v i t e l ů m Výboru s t á t n í h e s p e č n o s t i p ř i Rad Č n t i n i s t r í i 
SSSrt p ř i p l n ě n í í íko lů , v y p l ý v a j í c í c h z t é t o Dohody. P ř i -
tom j i m p o s k y t u j e u b y t o v á n í , dopravní p r o s t ř e d k y a l é -
k a ř s k é o š e t ř e n í . 

5 ) í a t o dohoda nabývá p l a t n o s t i po s c h v s ' l e n i vládou 
Č e s k o s l o v e n s k é s o c i a l i s t i c k é r e p u b l i k y a vlúdou so 
v š t s k ý c h s o c i a l i s t i c k ý c h r e p u b l i k . 

Ľ i n i s t r v n i t r a 
Česko s l o v e n s k é 
s o c i a l i s t i c k é re 

L , SíROUGAi 

d n e 

b l i k y 

p ř e d s e d a Výboru s t á t n í 
b e z p e č n o s t i p ř i Hadě 
m i n i s t r ů S33R 

v . semiSastmyj 

1 9 6 a 



Overview of Soviet Advisers at the Ministry of the Interior 
and State Security Units (1957) 

Leading adviser P. N. Medvedev 
Deputy for Foreign Intelligence S. V. Prud'ko 
Deputy for the Secret service F. G. Tchernov 
Deputy for the Ministry of the Interior Armed Forces N. M. Malishev 

Advisers to the 1st Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (4) M. M. Antipov, V. Pestov, 
N. J. Kasiyanov, B. Nalivaiko 

Adviser to the IInd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (2) V. M. Shigalov, В. V. Teplov 

Adviser to the IIIrd Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (2) N. Mikulnikov, 
other post unstaffed at the time 

Adviser to the IVth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (2) K. I. Romashko, N. Nikolaiev 
Adviser to the Vth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior К. V. Markov 

Adviser to the VIIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (3) 
А. А. Тока rev, 
A. A. Kovalenko,A. J. Bykov 
(with the Directorate Head) 

Adviser to the VIIIth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior M. M. Fedotov 
Adviser to the Ministry of Interiorlnvestigation Directorate P. F. Telnov 
Adviser to the Ministry of Interior Special Directorate Not yet staffed 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Prague S. S. Khlopkov 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Karlove Vary N. I. Ivanov 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Plzeň P. A. Kirsanov 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Brno L. V. Kutepov 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Ostrava В. K. Pol 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior České Budějovice I. N. Kuznetsov 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Bratislava S. N. Zarubeckiy 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Žilina T. N. Zhupikov 
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Košice V. A. Pimianov 
Adviser to the Border Guards V. F. Labanov, A. S. Lebedev 
Adviser to the Internal Guards N. Mumrikov 

Ministry of the Interior in Hradec Králové, took over the Žil ina position. Thus, out 
of the six regional directorates, five were to be managed by the State Security 
members with Czech nationality. Firstly, this resulted f rom the Ministry of the 
Interior and the State Security's top officials continuing distrust of their Slovak 
col leagues (one should remember that the trial of the representatives of the first 
State Security leading cadres in Slovakia - O. Valášek and accomplices - was held 



"This is an example just to show how 
we were advised by them (Soviet 
advisers), and how they taught us to 
work. We found out that one of the 
Western secret services wanted to 
deliver subversive literature to the USSR 
via the Czechoslovak-Soviet border. 
We were supposed to manage that. It 
was decided that the literature should 
not get to the USSR. Instead, it was 
supposed to end up in the hands of 
our collaborator, who was to take it 
through the border, and be spotted by 
our National Security Corps - Border 
unit of the Public Security Service, close 
to the border. Our collaborator would 
run away, a police officer would shout 
"Stop", and when he was not about to 
stop, they would open fire, but miss. In 
the meantime, our collaborator would 
get rid of the package, and a police 
officer would take it and bring it to the 
Police Border unit. Then two officers 
would take a dog and try to track down 
the collaborator, but would not succeed 
in tracking him down. We thought that 
this was ok, the literature would be in 
our hands, and the collaborator would 

still be trusted by the enemies. The 
steps were thoroughly discussed with 
the Soviet adviser to the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior in Košice, Fiodor. The methods 
to be applied were his idea. The 
operation was to start the next day. 
But Fiodor called me at night and told 
me not to start the operation and to 
meet him in the office. I asked Fiodor  
why not follow the agreed steps? He 
asked me whether our people would 
be around the border. I said, yes, they 
have roles to play, so they will. And 
he answered: "You see, our officer 
is to fire on the border intruder and 
will miss, not shooting him dead nor 
stopping him moving towards the 
border. And what will the people say? 
That we have "idiots in our forces who 
cannot even shoot" - "That is what 
they will say". So we found a different 
solution, and it went well. And the 
good name of the National Security 
Corps was preserved." Quotation from 
the memoirs of Ing. Ján Hanuliak, 
Major General, Deputy Minister of the 
Interior of the ČSSR, 1971-1979. 

in December 1953), and on the other hand, there were only a few capable and 
verified members. Most State Security leaders had to leave the National Security 
Corps (ZNB) on account of, for example, being suspected of criminal activities or 
as part of the cleansing process (rejuvenation of the security machinery, in the 
parlance of the time), or because of having worked with the security forces in 
the previous regimes. Slovaks took the leading positions only after their return 
from the Soviet Union; in the middle of 1955. Ján Pobehá (after completing the 
course, and being promoted from lieutenant to major) took over the Banská  
Bystrica Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior, and Bohuš Vavro 
(promoted from first lieutenant to major) took over Žilina Regional Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior. One year later, Eduard Pafčo who also completed 
the KGB school course, took over the Nitra Regional Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior. Since 1956, selected staff of the Czechoslovak Secret service also 
attended the two-year KGB school course in Moscow. Surveillance courses were 



Ján Hanuliak 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

File numbers and number of staff in the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior in Bratislava as of 1st April 1954 (without economic and subordinated parts 
and Public Security Service, State Security units are marked with "A") 

Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Bratislava Staffing Identification № 

Regional Directorate management 4 A 

Internal division 14 Sv 

Inspection of the Head 3 In 

Unit of cadres 12 К 

Secretariat of the Slovak Communist Party Unit 
* 

IIIrd Special Group в Ša 

"Červená Hviezda11" Secretariat 3 RH 

IInd Unit 32 A/2 

IIIrd Unit 45 A/3 

IVth Unit 40 A/4 

Vth Unit 14 A/5 

5th Division - Eastern Emigration 8 A/12 

VIIth Unit 80 A/6 

VIIIth Unit 97 0 

IXth Unit 111 A/7 

Investigation Unit 37 A/8 

Ist Special Division 18 A/9 

IInd Special Division 32 A/10 

Archive 5 Ar 

Correctional facilities division 6 NZ 

Total 566 

11 Transl. note: Red Star. 

"We always followed the Soviet experience, also in security issues 
solutions. The example of the Soviet Union shows us how to build 
security so that it is always a sharp sword for the dictatorship of the 
proletariat" 
Rudolf Barák, Czechoslovak Minister of the Interior, at a national meeting of Ministry 
of the Interior Party members and service officers regarding the results of the XIth 

congress of the Czechoslovak Communist Party and its conclusions for work in the 
future, 25th June 1958. 



of the Interior, were provided by 
civilians based on an agreement with 
the State Security. Directives in 
1962 regarding the agency and 
operational work of the State Security 
introduced no changes in the secret 
cooperation categories. On the 
other hand, these provided broader 
formulations for work with an agent, 
in particular ways of securing and 
controlling secret collaborators, 
control of the operational and 
agency mechanisms, further steps, 
conspiracy and the end of cooperation. 
Again, the category of confidant 
was re-introduced, though this was 
no longer a secret collaborator - it 
was a politically mature and highly 
committed individual who provided 
information to the operational staff 
from the state Security areas of 
interest. These directives remained 
in effect until 1972. 

The number of secret collaborators and safe houses within 
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Slovakia, 
in 1955 and 1960 

Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of the 
Interior 

№ of secret 
collaborators 
in 1955 

№ of secret 
collaborators 
in 1960 

№ of safe 
houses 
in 1955 

№ of safe 
houses 
in 1960 

Bratislava 1,631 
3,673 

237 
387 

Nitra 1,036 
3,673 

100 
387 

Banská Bystrica 833 
2,922 

78 
255 

Žilina 655 
2,922 

81 
255 

Košice 1,006 
2,200 

90 
280 

Prešov 865 
2,200 

49 
280 

Slovakia 6,026 8,795 671 922 

Czechoslovakia 37,906 41,859 3,929 6,208 

Recruiting and managing the State 
Security collaborators governed 
directives on agency and operational 
performance. According to the 
directives of April 1954, the State 
Security network comprised agents, 
informers, residents and owners 
of safe houses or rented flats. Agents 
were ranked the highest in the 
hierarchy of secret collaborators; 
they were recruited from those who 
could penetrate hostile territory and 
perform tasks set by the State Security, 
based on compromising documents, 
for "patriotic motives" or material 
compensation. Residents were 
recruited from loyal people who were 
able to manage a group of informants 
(five to eight, maximum). Safe houses, 
where the State Security staff met the 
checked agency, were complemented 
by rented flats, which, as opposed 
to safe houses owned by the Ministry 



Certificate proving that 
award was received, 
signed by the State 

Security collaborator 
Source: Nation's Memory 

Institute (ÚPN) Archive 
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studied at a specialised KGB school in Leningrad. Members of the Public Security 
Service and Border Guards also attended specialised courses of study in the 
Soviet Union. 

Soviet advisers retained their important role in Czechoslovak security after 
the changes in 1953 - 1954; they were positioned in central and regional State 
Security units, and also with Border and Internal Guards. The State Security 
officials consulted them regarding investigation methods, agents and operational 
work, as well as the implementation of individual security action. After the 
XXth congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, bloody uprising in 
Hungary and Poland, and also wide anti-Soviet campaign of Yugoslavia in 1956,  
the approach to further assistance by the advisers began to change. The ongoing 
process of new leading cadres' formation was becoming more important for the 
Soviets; they attended specialised KGB schools in the Soviet Union and were 
gradually taking control over individual security units in Czechoslovakia. Loyalty 
to the Soviet Union could be expected from these people, and thus keeping the 
advisers became of less importance. Therefore, in mid-January 1957, the Central 
Committee of the USSR Communist Party proposed to its partners in socialist 
countries to withdraw the advisers. It was the opinion of the Soviets that their title 
itself - Soviet advisers - did not reflecting the tasks they fulfilled, and it could be 
interpreted as though the Soviet Union was trying to impose its will onto other 
countries through these advisers. The Political Bureau of the Central Committee 

Number of State Security operational units within Regional Directorate 
and District units of the Ministry of the Interior in Slovakia in April 1960 

State Security Unit Bratislava B. Bystrica Košice 

Ist Unit 10 6 6 

IInd Unit 34 21 19 

IIIrd Unit 46 30 29 

IVth Unit 46 32 27 

VIIth Unit 57 23 34 

VIIIth Unit 104 - -

IXth Unit 34 16 17 

Investigation Unit 16 12 10 

IstSpecial Division 13 10 8 

IInd Special Division 32 18 19 

VIth Special Division 32 - 34 

District Divisions of Ministry of Interior 147 160 120 

Total 571 328 323 



of the Czechoslovak Communist Party rejected the proposal and asked its Soviet 
counterpart to keep their advisers in Czechoslovakia, only accepting reduction 
in numbers, from 50 to 33 in February 1957; and further down to 18 in October 
1958. In Slovakia, they were only located within the Regional Directorate of the 
Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava and Košice. Moreover, agreements made 
at the end of the 1950s reduced their competences dramatically. Responsibility 
for the State Security management was gradually shifted to the Czechoslovak 
Ministry of the Interior. Further cooperation between the KGB and the CSSR 
Ministry of the Interior was governed by bilateral cooperation agreements; the 
first was signed on 2nd July 1962 by Lubomír Štrougal, Czechoslovak Minister of 
Interior, and Vladimir Jefimovitch Semitchastnyj, KGB Director. "In order to unify 
the efforts in fights against the subversive activities of imperialist countries, and 
in order to coordinate intelligence and counter-intelligence activities, to ensure 
the state security of the CSSR and the USSR", both the above institutions agreed 
(among other things) to exchange intelligence and other information related 
to the political, economic, military, science, and research sectors, as well as the 
emigration; operational and information reports about the forms and methods 
used by foreign secret services, their members and agencies, channels and also 
other information that could contribute to finding, uncovering and liquidating an 
enemy agency operating from abroad or inside both countries, as well as details 
of the operation situation in the countries; documentation and prototypes of 
technical devices used in secret service-related activities, etc. 

The State Security used a broad network of collaborators-civilians, who 
were the most important and indispensable source of information from the 
so called environment of interest, or area. The activities of each collaborator 
were managed and directed by the State Security member, called the "control 
body". In order to get secret collaborators, the State Security deployed various 
methods - providing material assistance, financial remuneration and gifts, and 
possibilities for children of collaborators to study at universities, up to physical 
pressure and blackmail. Nevertheless, the most valuable secret collaborators 
were those who did it based on their own convictions and commitments, or 
for reasons of "idealism" or "patriotism". State Security recruited collaborators 
from the Czechoslovak people and foreigners as well, from all social classes and 
professions. At the end of 1955, the State Security registered 37,906 agents, 
informants and residents, of whom 6,026 were in Slovakia. Five years later the 
number of its secret collaborators grew to 41,859, and then dropped to 38,987 in 
1961. The total number of registered secret collaborators in Slovakia was 8,185  
people. The overall level of cooperation with the agency was influenced by the 
low educational level of its members. Agents who were threatened and forced to 
cooperate, rejected this, soon, which resulted in a very high fluctuation of secret 
collaborators. The Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior in Žilina was 
an example; it recruited 369 secret collaborators in 1955, and at the same time 
ended cooperation with 330 collaborators for various reasons. Rationalisation of 
the agency network and focusing on its efficiency resulted in lower number of 
secret collaborators, who totalled 11,337 people in 1968. 



A snapshot taken 
during the Košice State 
Security members trip 

to the High Tatras 
Source: V. Hanuliak Archive 

Change in the administrative division of Czechoslovakia in April I960,  
influenced the location and number of territorial State Security units. In Slovakia, 
the original six regions were changed to three, and the number of districts 
reduced from 92 to 33. Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior 
numbers in Czechoslovakia were reduced from 19 to 10, and District Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior numbers fell from 254 to 113. Regional Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior offices were shut in Žilina, Nitra and Prešov; their 
tasks and staff were transferred to the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of 
the Interior in Bratislava, Banská Bystrica and Košice. Similarly, changes were put 
in place in the District Directorate of Ministry of the Interior: these affected 11  
District Directorate units in Western Slovakia, namely Bratislava-vicinity, Dunajská  
Streda, Galanta, Komárno, Levice, Nitra, Nové Zámky, Senica, Topoľčany, Trenčín  
and Trnava; 11 in Central Slovakia, namely Čadca, Dolný Kubín, Liptovský Mikuláš,  
Lučenec, Martin, Považská Bystrica, Prievidza, Rimavská Sobota, Zvolen, Žiar nad  
Hronom and Žilina; and nine in Eastern Slovakia, namely Bardejov, Humenné,  
Košice, Michalovce, Poprad, Prešov, Rožňava, Spišská Nová Ves and Trebišov.  
Staffing of the State Security in Regional Directorate and District divisions of the 
Ministry of the Interior fell from 9,435 to 7,688. The number of operational staff 
was reduced only minimally, the only reductions were due to relocation of staff 
from function units (i.e. those dealing with the management) to other positions. 

The examination of the working methods used by State Security investigators 
in 1948-1953 concluded early in 1956 (the so-called Barak's Committee). The 
Czechoslovak Government decided to recall Antonín Prchal and Karol Košťál, 



deputy ministers, and to enhance political control at the Ministry of the Interior. 
The two deputy ministers were replaced by Josef Kudrna and Štefan Demjan, 
graduates from the Moscow political school. Milan Moučka, deputy head of the 
Investigation Directorate was replaced by Josef Brůcha, head of the Judiciary 
unit in the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee. Karel Zika, deputy 
chairman of the Unit of the Party bodies, trade unions and the youth in the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee was appointed deputy for 
cadres. Political measures also affected former investigators in Slovakia: František  
Novák left his position as head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of 
the Interior in Banská Bystrica; Jozef Mozolą was allowed to begin his studies in 
the KGB school one year later than planned. Although some State Security staff 
left their leading positions, they continued work there. The measures mentioned 
above had still not led to the cleansing of the personnel in the organisation. 
Nevertheless, casting doubt on political processes caused confusion within the 
State Security staff mainly owing to fear of being recalled from their positions, 
arrested and prosecuted. 

Only when Rudolf Barák, Minister of the Interior and also Vice-Prime Minister 
since March 1959, left his posts could, systematic changes commence in the 
security apparatus. He was very ambitious in his functions; he was very focused, 
tolerated and in many cases even initiated illegal methods applied by the State 
Security. Gradually, though, he started to play the role of an unwanted opponent 
for certain communist officials, in particularfor A. Novotný, the President and First 
Secretary of Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee. In June 1961,  
the decision was taken to recall him from his position of Minister of the Interior. 
An audit carried out by special inspection teams confirmed the conversion of 
the funds available for secret service activities (foreign currency equivalent 
of 924,541 Koruna and 765,000 Kčs1!) At the end of January 1962, Barák was 
arrested and expelled from the Czechoslovak Communist Party, and in April 
1962 he was sentenced to 15 years in prison for sabotage and misappropriation 
of socialist ownership. He lost all titles of honour and distinctions, and military 
rank, and all his property was forfeited. Lubomír Štrougal was appointed the 
new Minister of the Interior (with the effect from 23rd June 1961). He brought 
in organisational and personnel changes aimed at making the State Security 
more efficient and enhanced political control over the Ministry of the Interior. 
Leading cadres were replaced. By November 1961 Karol Klíma, deputy minister 
left his post, and Ludvík Hlavačka left in January 1962. Measures against the 
State Security staff were initiated early in November 1961. With the consent of 
the Political Bureau of the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee, 
Lubomír Štrougal, Minister of the Interior, recalled foreign intelligence director 
Jaroslav Miller, and the former head of counter-intelligence Vladimír Matoušek.  
One year later, 41 State Security members had to leave the National Security 
Corps (ZNB) after being held responsible for applying "illegal" and "incorrect" 
methods in operational activities. Jaroslav Miller, František Novák and Jozef 

12 Transl. note: Czechoslovak koruna - the currency. 



Focus of Counter-intelligence Unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior Bratislava (1964 - 1969) 

1st division 
USA, National Labour Association (Nacionalno-trudovoj sojuz, social-
democracy movement of Russian emigration), Israel, Greece and other 
capitalist states 

2nd division UK, Canada, France 

3rd division foreigners travelling on visa, foreign exchange transactions 

4th division Germany, Austria 

5th division culture, education, Slovak Academy of Sciences, foreign students, 
sport, health care 

6th division enemies, anti-state leaflets 

7th division Churches and sects 

8th division industry, civil engineering, geology, planning, mines and metallurgy 

9th division chemistry, energy sector, communications, consumption industry, 
foreign trade 

10th division agriculture, protection of state secrets 

11th division transport 

Focus of Counter-intelligence Unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior Košice (1964 - 1969) 

1st division USA, NTS, Ukrainian nationalists, Israel 

2nd division The UK, France, operation Europe (emigrants and re-emigrants from 
capitalistic countries) 

3rd division Foreigners travelling on visa, diplomats, foreign currency transactions, 
smuggling 

4th division Germany, Austria 

5th division Science, culture, education, youth, enemies, former political parties 

6th division Churches and sects 

7th division Investments, mines and metallurgy, geological survey 

8th division Machine industry, chemistry, fuels, consumer industries 

9th division Transport and communications, agriculture, finances, energy sector 

Research and analytical group - analysing activities of enemies within the region 

Department of state secrets protection 



Lubomír Štrougal was 
appointed the Minister of 

the Interior after Barák,  
the ambitious minister was 

recalled from the post 
Source: TASR 

Mozolą returned to civilian life; the latter had been in charge of the interrogation 
of Slovak bishops in 1950 - 1951. The removal of two colonels, nine lieutenant-
colonels, 14 majors, 13 captains and three first lieutenants caused considerable 
tension among the State Security staff. Their concerns intensified when Antonín  
Prchal and Karol Košťál, former deputy ministers, were arrested and convicted 
of causing public danger and breach of their duties as public servants, which 
they committed during interrogations of communist officials in the first half of 
the 1950s. Personnel cleansing in the State Security ended in February 1963,  
when three heads of State Security units within the Ministry of the Interior left; 
as well as eight out of ten heads of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of 
the Interior. In Slovakia, changes in the leadership of the Regional Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior took place in Banská Bystrica, where Bohuš Vavro 
was replaced by Martin Benček, former head of the Regional Directorate of the 
Ministry of the Interior in Košice; the latter's position in Košice was taken by 
Ján Majer, who used to be deputy head of the Public Security Service Central 
Directorate in Prague. 

After all these changes, the reorganisation of central units of the Czechoslovak 
Ministry of the Interior started early in 1964. L. Štrougal established the Counter-
intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior that took over the tasks 
of the existing IInd, IIIrd and IVth Directorate of the ministry, and merged the IXth 

Directorate and the IInd and Vth Special Units with the Technical Directorate. 
Various State Security units acquired new code names, which remained until 
these were abolished in February 1990: Ist Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 



- Foreign Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Interior, IInd Directorate - 
Counter-intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Interior , IIIrd Directorate 
- Central military counter-intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Interior, 
IVth Directorate - Directorate for surveillance and protection of representation 
offices of capitalist countries of the Ministry of Interior, Vth Directorate - Unit 
for protection of Party and Government officials of the Ministry of Interior, VIth 

Directorate - Technical Directorate of the Ministry of Interior. As a result of the 
revision of political processes, Minister Štrougal abolished the Investigation 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior as of 1st February 1964, and established 
the State Security Investigation Directorate and the Public Security Service 
Investigation Directorate. Having created unified counter-intelligence, and with 
regard to the organisational changes in the State Security HQ, changes also took 
place within regional units. Early in March 1964 the IInd Unit (external enemy), 
IIIrd Unit (internal enemy) and IVth Unit (protection of socialist economy) merged 
into the IInd Unit (counter-intelligence). State Security units within the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior also comprised the foreign intelligence 
(Ist Unit of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior), State Security 
Investigation Unit and the Operational archive unit. Moreover, there was the 
Unit for the Protection of Party and Government officials within the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava. 

In March 1966, further restructuring of the State security units took place; 
Josef Kudrna, Minister of the Interior (in post from 1965 until 1968) established 
the State security Central Directorate, at the central level, which comprised 
unified counter-intelligence (IInd Directorate), military counter-intelligence (IIIrd 

Directorate), the Surveillance Directorate (IVth Directorate) and the Ist Special Unit 
(statistics and registry). At the regional level, the Regional Directorate of the 
Ministry of the Interior were abolished, and the Regional Directorate of National 
Security Corps was established within each region. New names of regional security 
directorates reflected their affiliation with the National Security Corps (ZNB). In 
the new organisational structure, certain State Security Units continued to be 
hidden as units of the Regional Directorate of National Security Corps (Foreign 
Intelligence Unit, State Security Investigation Unit, and the Unit for protection 
of Party and Government officials in Bratislava). Other State Security units were 
included into the structure as units within the Regional Directorate of National 
Security Corps. The State Security Directorate comprised counter-intelligence 
(IInd Unit), the Surveillance Unit (IVth Unit), Technical Unit (VIth Unit), the Statistical 
and Registry Unit, State Security divisions or groups in districts, and later also 
passport control departments. 

1968 brought many interesting initiatives to further transform the State 
Security, although these were never implemented. The issues from the past, 
in particular from the 1950s, ongoing rehabilitations, and the possibility for 
more open information, at least to a certain extent, revealed the terrible cases 
related to brutal interrogation methods and provocations by the State Security, 
almost all through the 1960s. Proposal to cancel the State Security was made 
in the atmosphere of public criticism of illegalities and unlawfulness that had 
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occurred - the State Security to be controlled by the Government, or to stop 
activities against the internal enemy. None of the above proposals were actually 
implemented, eventually. Nevertheless, the liberalisation of the political situation 
in the country also affected State Security collaborators. In many cases, the easing 
of the tensions resulted in feelings that collaborators might stop cooperating 
without any threats of reciprocal measures being applied by the security staff. 
Therefore, the State Security recorded a reduction of its collaborators by one 
half - by the end of 1967, there were 11,603 secret collaborators registered by 
the State Security, and at the end of 1969 their number dropped to only 5,963.  
Naturally, this fact significantly affected the operational activities of the State 
Security. In fact, after the Warsaw Pact armies' invasion, some security staff fled, 
and many problems were recorded with collaborators abroad when they fell 
silent or refused to cooperate further. 
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The Era of  
NORMAUŠATiON 

1969 -1989 

13 Transl. note: This is the name commonly given to the period after 1969 in the history of 
Czechoslovakia, characterised by initial restoration of the firm rule of the Communist Party, 
removing the reforms and the reformers. 





After 1968, in the period of the so-called normalisation, State Security 
operated as an effective tool for controlling the society. Very shortly after 
the Soviet invasion, State Security was placed back under the firm control 
of Communist Party leaders, and helped to strengthen and maintain 
the leading role of the Communist Party in the society embedded in the 
Constitution. There was a relationship of informal subordination towards 
Party functionaries. The Minister of the Interior was subordinated directly 
to the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, 
who personally selected a suitable candidate for that post, whereas the 
state bodies as the government and the parliament did not intervene in 
the activities of the Ministry of the Interior. State Security was retained 
the firm support of the regime during the last years before the fall of 
Communism. The introduction of perestroika and openly anti-regime 
manifestations emphasised its irrecoverable task from the point of view 
of regime protection. The main objective of State Security, even up to 
just before its fall, was to influence, destabilise from the inside and 
disintegrate social groups that could create political opposition against 
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. Breaking the fighting power of 
the 'internal enemy', spreading mistrust among the regime's opponents, 
breaking contacts with abroad, and discrediting the illegal structures 
representatives were important tasks. The repressive activities did not 
stop, as the number of constructed actions in courts against anti-regime 
activists show. Protection of party interests had always been more 
important than the protection of the interests of the state, although the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, as a party that identified itself with 
the state, saw those interests as being identical. 

The events of the years 1968 and 1969 significantly influenced the activities 
of State Security. The Minister Josef Pavel (who had been in his office since April 
1968) tried to implement the methods of the so-called 'Socialism with human 
face' also in the work of the Ministry of the Interior. There was a discussion 
about the retrieval of mistakes, democratisation, and about reducing both 
the powers and also the numbers of State Security members. It was proposed 
to terminate the state security's role in controlling the society. However, that 
process was stopped by the arrival of the Warsaw Pact armies in Czechoslovakia. 
The subsequent signing of the Moscow Protocols on August 26th, 1968 indicated 
a de facto beginning of a period of 'normalisation'. After purges within the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, a new party leadership led by Gustav Husák  
came to power, leading both the Communist Party and the state, with a guarantee 
of the loyalty towards the Soviet Union. The occupation of Czechoslovakia meant 
the negation of the liberalisation and renewal processes. The main objective of 



the new party leadership was to restore the position of power of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia within the society. Due to the rigidity and inflexibility of 
the normalisation regime, the period of normalisation is often called 'the time 
without history'. The regime did everything it could to avoid principal political 
confrontation with citizens. It strived to meet the unwritten agreement, according 
to which citizens were asked not to get involved in public issues, and to show 
silent loyalty, or at least not to manifest any resistance, in order to receive a 
relatively acceptable standard of living and some social security. 

After the occupation of Czechoslovakia and the introduction of 
'normalisation', at the end of the 60s and beginning of the 70s, extensive staff 
purges took also place in the state security sector, and within party structures. 
Firstly (starting in September 1968), people who had worked on the preparation 
and implementation of the military intervention in Czechoslovakia went 
through 'internal proving'. Side by side with political changes, and clearly under 
Soviet pressure, political screenings of those who appeared to be opposed 
to the occupation of the country were launched. At the end of June 1969, Jan 
Pelnář, the Federal Minister of the Interior, established a Commission to Clarify 
Problems at Work and the Activities of Some Ministry of the Interior Workers 

Also the normalisation 
regime, with Gustav  
Husák as the mostly 
visible person (smiling 
on the picture), used the 
State Security services 
very intensively. The 
snapshot of the National 
Security forces top 
officials visiting the 
Czechoslovak President 
and leader of the 
Czechoslovak Communist 
Party 
Source: V. Hanuliak 
Archive 



Jozef Vavro 
Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

and Units in the Years 1968 and 1969 (In May 1970 it was replaced by a special 
inspection department at the Federal Ministry of the Interior). At the same time 
a Commission of the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee was 
established at the Prague Ministry of the Interior, dealing with the issues from 
the Party's point of view. Both commissions checked the attitudes and behaviour 
of security members during the 1968 events. By the end of 1970, 3.662 security 
members had been expelled from the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, i.e. 
about 10.5 % of the party membership. 1.969 members lost their jobs in the 
National Security Corps (Slovak abbreviation ZNB). The notice period for another 
445 members was allowed to lapse. One of the most significant functionaries 
it was Ján Majer, the state secretary, who was expelled from the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party and was withdrawn from his position on April 28, 1970 due to 
the political screening procedure. The most extensive purge took place in the 
Foreign Intelligence as 353 officers had to leave (almost one third of the staff), 
and the further enfeeblement was accomplished by the defections of many 
officers (by emigration and transferring to enemy secret services). 

Screening commissions worked also in Slovak State Security units. Ondrej  
Dovina, State Security Slovak HQ Head, established a Commission led by his deputy 
Jozef Vavro at the beginning of October 1969. The Commission examined the 
attitudes and activities of people working with State Security Central Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic during the events in 1968,  
as well as State Security Directorate Heads in Bratislava who signed a Declaration 
on August 26, 1968. In that Declaration they called the intervention of Warsaw 
Pact armies a shameful occupation and they supported Ludvík Svoboda, the 
President of Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubček, the 1st Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, and Oldřich Černík, the 
Prime Minister. The initiators of the Declaration - Ján Sútor, the Deputy Head 
of State Security Directorate in Bratislava and Head of the IInd Unit and his two 
deputies, Štefan Martíšek and Jozef Daško - were expelled from the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia and they lost their jobs with the National Security Corps. 
Other heads received party punishments and were degraded to lower positions. 
These State Security members supported the Czechoslovak Communist Party 
policy in the 50s and fought drastically against persons opposing the regime, 
or those with different opinions. Many of them paradoxically, were rehabilitated 
after 1989, and hired again. By the end of 1972, 128 State Security members 
had received punishments from the party (62 of them worked with the State 
Security Directorate in Bratislava, 23 in Banská Bystrica and 22 in Košice). 33 more 
members were expelled from their jobs with State Security until the following 
July. 

At the same time, at the end of 1968 and at the beginning of 1969, a process 
of conceptual and organisation changes took place within Czechoslovak security 
units. The period of the so-called Prague Spring brought a gradual reduction in 
the State Security's scope of activities, along with open criticism of its operation 
and methods of work, and also the opportunity to implement the ideas of the 
federative arrangement of the state. The Ministry of the Interior, and especially 
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At the beginning of the 70s the 
educational system within the 
security sector had been changed and 
developed. In 1970 an Anti-riot (Police) 
Unit was established within 
the National Security Corps, where 
newly hired ZNB members were 
trained. The People's Police (Slovak 
abbreviation VB) anti-riot units 
were established within both the 
Ministry of the Interior of the Czech 
Socialist Republic and the Ministry 
of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist 
Republic, due to massive protests 
by citizens during the years 1968  
and 1969. The regime needed units 
composed of young ZNB members 
that would be ready to intervene 
immediately and effectively against 
illegal actions of a major size. Leading 
State Security functionaries without a 
university degree had to take a three 
year course in law. The Board of the 
Federal Assembly1 took a decision on 
September 25,1973 to establish the 
Higher School of the National Security 
Corps (VŠ ZNB). Lack of confidence 
in existing universities and the need to 
increase the level of education of ZNB  
members played a role in that decision. 
The school was built by taking Felix 
Dzerzhinsky KGB Higher School 
in Moscow as a model. The activities 
of the newly established school 
started in 1974. According to the 
words of Jaromír Obzina, the Minister 

of the Interior, the school should 
become "a basis to deepen and 
enlarge professional knowledge" 
and "to prepare well educated, and 
both morally and politically capable 
workers for the needs of the security 
service". The study at the Higher 
School of the National Security Corps 
took four years and was provided in 
internal and external forms as well. 
The school had four faculties: the 
Faculty of State Security (1st Faculty, 
state security issues) and the Faculty 
of Public Security (2nd Faculty, focus on 
criminal and transport police issues) 
with its seat in Prague; the Faculty of 
State Borders Protection with its seat 
in Holešov, and later in Bratislava 
(3rd Faculty, state borders protections 
issues), and finally the ŠtB and People's 
Police Faculty of Investigation (4th 

Faculty) with its seat in Bratislava. Ján  
Pješčak, the Federal Deputy Minister 
of the Interior became the first Rector 
of the VŠ ZNB. Co-operation with the 
Soviet KGB in the field of education 
went on successfully. Selected members 
of State Security, but also of other 
security units, studied at the KGB 
Operations School in Moscow for one 
year, or at the School of Investigation 
in Leningrad, or they took several week 
long special courses. There were even 
a few of them who were offered the 
opportunity to study at the KGB Higher 
School in Moscow for four years. 

14 Transl. note: The Federal Assembly was a body corresponding to the Parliament. 

its state security units, were in a relatively complex situation in those days. The 
Constitutional Law on the Czechoslovak Federation led to the establishment 
of national Ministries of the Interior with their own State Security units. These 
were created in a situation when staff purges within the Communist Party made 
thousands of state and party functionaries, leading workers in national and state 
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Heads of Regional State Security Directorate in Slovakia 
in the period of 1966 - 1989 

Bratislava 

May 1, 1966 - February 28, 1969 Michal Dudáš 

Bratislava 
March 1, 1969-June 30,1983 Michal Kasan 

Bratislava 
July 1,1983 - Ju l y 31, 1986 Štefan Homola 

Bratislava 

August 1, 1986 - February 9,1990 Ladislav Horák 

Banská Bystrica 
May 1, 1966-Apri l 30, 1969 František Garay 

Banská Bystrica May 1, 1969 - January 31,1980 Emil Blaho Banská Bystrica 
February 1,1980 - December 31, Pavel Korbel' 

Košice 

May 1, 1966 - January 31, 1969 Ondrej Dovina 

Košice 
March 1 ,1969- Ju ly 31, 1970 Ján Hanuliak 

Košice 
August 1, 1970 - April 20, 1981 Ján Haščák 

Košice 

July 1, 1981-January 15, 1990 Štefan Sarnovský 

companies, as well as common party members, into 'hostile persons' within a few 
months. Also many of those who used to lead ŠtB units themselves, or who had 
carried out state security tasks not so long ago, were suddenly in a position of 
being victimised. The new management at the Ministry of the Interior, as well as 
the State Security units themselves, had to react to those changes. The complexity 
of the situation within State Security has to be considered with regard to external 
and internal factors, such as the already mentioned emigration of a number of 
Štb members (followed by the disclosure of its structures and its network of 
agents), the purges within the sector of the interior and the development of 
the structures at the level of the Czech and Slovak Republics, and the radical 
decrease of numbers of secret collaborators. 

In accordance with the Constitutional Law of the Czechoslovak Federation 
the Federal Ministry of the Interior was established at the beginning of 1969, led 
by Jan Pelnář, a long-time member of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia, and two ministries at the level of republics: the Ministry 
of the Interior of the Czech Socialist Republic led byJosef Grosser and the Ministry 
of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic, led by Egyd Pepich. The adoption 
of new legislation brought new positions at all federal ministries, including the 
position of a state secretary, who was formally at the same level as the minister. 
He was a member of the government and took part in the management of the 
ministry. The principle of equal representation of Czechs and Slovaks in the 
management of federal bodies was introduced, so if there was a Czech in the 
position of a minister, his state secretary had to be a Slovak, and vice versa. The 
Slovak Ján Majer was appointed to a new position at the Czechoslovak Ministry 
of the Interior on January 2, 1969, in place of the 1st Czechoslovak Deputy 
Ministry of the Interior. He was responsible for the Department of Law, the 
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Security Department, the Economic Management Department, the Department 
of Communication Management and the Defence Department. František Vašek,  
the public prosecutor in political show trials in the 50s, became the Czechoslovak 
Deputy Minister of the Interior with responsibility for the federal intelligence 
service and state secrets protection. At the end of 1969 he had to leave the 
position of deputy minister, because of his career in the past, and he went back to 
public prosecution. From October 1969 his job in leading departments had been 
carried out by Miloslav Košnar, the former counter-intelligence service head, and 
since February 1969 by the Deputy Head of the State Security Central Directorate 
with the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic (appointed to that position 
on September 2,1969). Among their powers were leading the Foreign Intelligence 
Central Directorate (from November 3 it was managed directly by the Federal 
Minister of the Interior), the Central Counter-intelligence Directorate, the Central 
Military Counter-intelligence Directorate, the Surveillance Directorate, Protection 
of Party and Constitutional Functionaries Directorate, the Intelligence Technology 
Directorate, the Foreigners' Unit, the Cryptographic Unit, the Secretariat of the 
Standing Commission on Classified Information Protection, and the Intelligence 
Unit of the Federal Intelligence Service Directorate. On September 22, 1969  
the Federal Ministry management was enlarged by the Slovak Ján Pješčak, the 
Head of the Central Office of Military Prosecution, and the Head of Institute of 
Criminology, and the Head of the Department of Criminology at the Faculty of 
Law at the Charles University in Prague. As a Deputy Minister responsible for 
the management of executive units and service units, Pješčak led the Federal 
Detective Central Office, Civil Defence HQ of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, 
the Air Unit of the Ministry of the Interior, the Central Registry Unit, Research and 
the Development Centre for Automation, Unit for Economic Issues, and Unit for 
Sports Education. 

Act No. 166/1968 Coll. on Definition of Competencies within the ČSSR from 
the point of view of internal order and security gave the following scope for 
activities and responsibilities to the Federal Ministry of the Interior: coordinating 
both republics' security forces command, the command of armed security forces 
units established to fulfil special tasks in protecting the ČSSR, federal bodies and 
institutions, the execution of state administration related to association issues 
in both republics, state and economic secret protection, the legal definition of 
Czechoslovak borders and state symbols, and the legal regulation of the traffic 
system. Central units of State Security were still incorporated in the structures 
of the Federal Ministry of the Interior. In March 1969 the Federal Intelligence 
Service Directorate was established composed of the Foreign Intelligence 
Central Directorate (Ist Directorate) and its regional units (until then parts of 
ZNB Regional Directorates), the Central Counter-intelligence Service Directorate 
(IInd Directorate), Military Counter-intelligence Directorate (IIIrd Directorate), 
Surveillance Directorate (IVth Directorate), and Intelligence Technology Directorate 
(VIth Directorate ). Among the ŠtB units there was also the Protection of Party 
and Constitutional Functionaries Directorate (Vth Directorate), Cryptographic 
Unit, Foreigners' Unit, and Secretariat of the Standing Commission on Classified 



State Security carried out preventive, 
repressive and information activities 
against persons opposing the 
Communist regime. Preventive 
activities were performed mainly 
by operational units, using first of 
all "preventive and educational", 
or "prophylactic and destructive" 
measures. These kinds of activities 
were the forms mostly used during 
the period of normalisation, and 
methodological instructions were 
issued by the 1st Deputy Minister of 
the Interior in December 1974, later 
amended in 1982. Those preventive 
and educational measures were used 
to hinder the activities of a particular 
person, or groups of persons. 
There was a kind of "agreement" (in 
fact it was more a threat) when the 
given person was told by the State 
Security member that his/her anti-
regime activities would have 'certain' 
consequences (i.e. persecution of 
the given person). Non-conformist 
behaviour could have different 
consequences. In most cases people 

were punished and threatened with 
a job loss, denial of opportunities for 
their children to study, invitations to 
interrogations, permanent monitoring 
and observation, or in the worst cases 
arrests and imprisonments. Those 
persecution measures were often 
related to family members, who also 
had to go through interviews in their 
jobs. These measures used by State 
Security were extremely successful 
due to their scary effects, but also 
because such an interview meant a 
loss of confidence in the given person. 
Preventive actions were largely used 
especially prior to important social and 
political events, such as state holidays, 
foreign visits, significant sports events, 
concerts, religious pilgrimages, or 
military exercises. State Security 
members tried to isolate selected 
'hostile persons' and prevent them from 
carrying out any kind of activities. The 
so-called 'agents of influence' played 
an important role, as it was instructed 
to influence the 'hostile person' 
according to State Security plans. 

Information Protection. Only the Military Intelligence Service that operated 
within the structure of the Federal Ministry of the Interior, and under the name 
of the General Staff Intelligence Directorate it was subordinated to the Ministry 
of National Defence. 

ZNB regional Directorates, together with State Security Directorates, civil 
defence and firefighting regional bodies were included into the powers of 
national ministries of the interior. With the exception of the foreign intelligence 
that remained under the command of the Federal Ministry of the Interior, all 
other State Security units were subordinated to national ministries of interior. 
At the federal level there was the Intelligence Service Federal Directorate; in 
Slovakia there was State Security Central Directorate by the Ministry of the 
Interior of the Slovak Republic, and a similar body in the Ministry of the Interior 
of the Czech Republic, with ZNB regional directorates under their command and 
control. The tasks and powers were not strictly defined in terms of what caused 
serious disputes about the competencies. 



Dominik Tatarka, novelist, Jozef Jablonický, historian, who 
among others, personally experienced the State Security 
normalisation persecution. Snapshot taken 
under surveillance 
Source: Nation's Memory Institute (ÚPN) Archive, ABS 
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The first steps to establish the Slovak State Security Headquarters, but 
also the whole future Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic, 
were taken within the special Slovak Directorate at the Ministry of the Interior 
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. The Czechoslovak government adopted 
a decision on its establishment on September 9, 1968. Its management was 
taken over by Egyd Pepich, the Deputy Minister of the Interior. The processes 
of selecting the staff and appointing people into positions were to be decided 
by the leadership of the Communist Party of Slovakia. The Central Committee of 
the Slovak Communist Party had already approved staff proposals in September: 
Egyd Pepich's deputy was Ján Gazdík, who used to be the Deputy Head at the 
Central Directorate of the People's Police; the management of the People's Police 
unit was taken over by Jozef Vadovický, and of State Security by Ján Pobehá, the 
former Head of Foreign Intelligence Unit in Košice. The Unit of Human Resources 
was led by Gustáv Mišanko, the former Head of the Internal Affairs Unit at the 
Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava; and the Directorate Head's Secretariat 
was led by Ján Janík, who used to be the Head of the Investigation Unit of the VB 
Municipal Directorate in Bratislava. The Slovak Directorate at the Ministry of the 
Interior took over the management of National Security Corps units in Slovakia, 
and also of dealing with the organisational issues and questions concerning the 
distribution of powers related to the establishment of the Slovak Ministry of the 
Interior, including its security units. 

The Slovak Ministry of the Interior, like the other national ministries, was 
established at the beginning of 1969. It organisational structure was built up 
during the following months. Egyd Pepich became the Minister. The Government 
of the Slovak Socialist Republic approved the appointment of his deputies in 
the months to follow. The government approved Severín Martinka, the Head 
Secretary of the Municipal Committee of the Slovak Communist Party in Košice,  
to become the 1st Deputy Minister of the Interior on its meeting in February 
7, 1969; and Ján Filko to become the Deputy Minister responsible for civil and 
administration issues. On March 14, 1969 Vincent Ožvoda became the Deputy 
Minister of the Interior responsible for State Security, and gradually took over 
the management of the ŠtB Security Unit, the Central ŠtB Directorate, ŠtB  
Investigation Directorate, Party and Governmental Functionaries Protection 
Directorate, Passport and Visa Directorate, and Classified Information Protection 
Department. The former worker of the military counter-intelligence Ožvolda  
was appointed a Deputy Minister personally by the Minister Pepich, as these 
two men knew each other in early times when they worked together in the East 
Military District. 

Ján Pobehá was appointed to a leading position in the Slovak State Security 
headquarters, in the Central ŠtB Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. It is 
possible that his friendship with Minister Pepich played an important part in 
this. Their friendship went back to the days when he used to lead the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Banská Bystrica. Pobehá was one 
of the first Slovaks who finished the one-year long study at the KGB Operations 
School in Moscow, and at the end of the 50s he was a candidate to become the 
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Head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava. 
However, after the affair with a bugging device was revealed at the National House 
in Banská Bystrica (the device was revealed in spring I960 by the functionaries 
of dissolved Regional Committee of the Slovak Communist Party in Žilina who 
lived temporarily in the hotel; originally the device was used to bugging military 
attaches of the USA, Great Britain, France and Canada) he took over the position 
of the Head of the Foreign Intelligence Unit in Košice. Pobehá did not stay in the 
position of Head of the Slovak HQ of State Security for long, because in January 
1969 he went to work with the Foreign Intelligence Service in Prague. Ondrej  
Dovina, the Head of State Security in Košice, was appointed to lead State Security 
in Slovakia. Michal Dudáš, Head of State Security in Bratislava and Jozef Vavro, 
Head of the 1st Counter-intelligence Unit at State Security Central Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic, became Dovina's 
deputies. Withdrawals and appointments of new functionaries were caused by 
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The network of agents consisting of 
secret collaborators, confidants and 
secret collaboration candidates, was 
a special form of controlling the 
society. It spread over the whole society 
and was composed of approximately 
15.000 active collaborators. The 
network of secret collaborators and 
confidants was built systematically by 
State Security, as its most important 
source of information and knowledge. 
Secret collaborators (classified in 
following categories: resident, informer, 
agent, safe house owner) signed, 
to witness their consent to collaborate 
with State Security, an oath on secrecy 
and an oath on collaboration. These 
were so-called conscious collaborators. 
The regulations made it possible to 
register and use a secret collaborator 
also in case he/she refused to sign 
the oath. These were the cases when 
making a person to sign could lead 
to a breach of the mutual confidence, 
or a lack of will to cooperate. The ŠtB  
hired secret collaborators in three 
main ways: on the basis of their own 
will (they wanted to collaborate due 
to ideological reasons), on the basis of 
damaging materials and information, 
and on the basis of the material, 
financial and social advantages 
being offered. The activities of State 
Security in hiring secret collaborators 
were based on the intentions and 
tasks as defined in party and security 
documents. But as the members of 
State Security claimed themselves: 
"the collaborators were recruited from 
all social groups so that we would 
get reports from all kinds of jobs and 
localities that would provide us with 
true reflections of real life." The ŠtB  
recruited secret collaborators in all 
different environments. The number of 
collaborators used in respective cases 

depended on the importance 
and potential threat of the given 
dissidents, activists or association. 
The secret collaborators provided 
ŠtB with much valuable information. 
The task of the secret collaborators 
was not only to inform on hostile 
persons, or anti-regime groups, but 
also to influence them in a suitable 
way within the intentions of State 
Security (i.e. to influence their 
decisions and activities). State Security 
registered several categories of secret 
collaborators. The most important 
category, form the point of view 
of the political police, was the 
resident. an especially selected, 
entirely reliable, experienced 
and professionally trained secret 
collaborator, he led and controlled 
his own agents allocated to him; he 
was under the personal command 
of an operational worker. The informer 
was a secret collaborator, usually 
engaged on the basis of his patriotic 
feelings, providing information on 
hostile facts from his environment. 
Informers were selected by State 
Security from citizens who 
had many contacts and who were 
trusted in their local environment. 
This collaboration category 
was not used after 1972. The agent 
was a secret collaborator fulfilling 
tasks in revealing cases, working 
on them and documenting anti-
state criminal activities, as well as 
the tasks that could hinder such 
criminal activities. The last category 
of secret collaborators was owners 
of safe houses. In accordance with 
an agreement concluded with State 
Security they provided their 
apartments or rooms to ŠtB members 
for confidential meetings with other 
secret collaborators. 



dissatisfaction with ongoing purges in the security system, but also due the fact 
that those people were engaged in and they supported the policy of Dubček in 
1968. From the point of view of State Security in Slovakia, purges and transfers at 
the federal level were the most common reasons for frequent changes in leading 
positions. Also the opinions of Soviet experts in the sector traditionally played a 
significant role in these cases. 

The ŠtB Headquarters in Slovakia was divided in five counter-intelligence 
units: two units of internal intelligence service; a surveillance unit; an intelligence 
technology unit and executive units (the internal affairs unit, the financial 
department, the separate departments of inspection and defence of the staff 
of HQ, the analytical department, the human resources and education units). 
The counter-intelligence unit was focused on the intelligence service of the 
USA (Ist Counter-intelligence Unit), West Germany and Austria (IInd Counter-
intelligence Unit), Great Britain, France and other capitalistic countries (IIIrd 

Counter-intelligence Unit), along with so-called visa foreigners and passport 
control departments management (IVth Counter-intelligence Unit), and state 
secret protection, along with travel to capitalist countries and emigration 
(Vth Counter-intelligence Unit). The units of the internal intelligence service 
were focused on foreign hostile organisations, emigration centres and their 
collaborators in the territory of Slovakia (Ist Internal Intelligence Service Unit), 
or on the detection, reveal and documentation of criminal activities against 
the republic committed by the citizens of the Slovak Socialist Republic without 
connections to hostile foreign countries, and on prohibited organisations (IInd 

Internal Intelligence Service Unit). The Surveillance Unit produced regulations 
for carrying out observance and monitoring, improving the forms and methods 
of surveillance, and providing for coordination of surveillance actions and means 
of special technology. The Intelligence Technology Unit elaborated long-term 
conceptual plans, fulfilled analytical tasks in the field of intelligence technology 
use, along with the purchase, repair and development of technological devices, 
criminology-technological expertise and technological defence. 

The Central ŠtB Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak 
Socialist Republic was responsible for the command, control, coordination, and in 
selected fields also executive unit operating in the territory of the Slovak Socialist 
Republic. It managed the ŠtB directorates in Slovakia dislocated with Regional 
ZNB Directorates, and decided about the main direction and focus of work in 
respective areas. It submitted reports and information about its activities to the 
Central Committee of the Slovak Communist Party and to the Government of the 
Slovak Socialist Republic. Originally it carried out its own operational activities 
only in case of the Austrian General Consulate in Bratislava (operation BŘECLAV).  
In the period that followed there were many changes in ŠtB leading positions in 
Slovakia, but also at the federal level. 

A principal reorganisation was carried out within the organisational structure 
of the Czechoslovak Foreign Intelligence Service, an offensive part of the State 
Security responsible for the intelligence, espionage and counter-intelligence 
activities abroad. The new organisational structure was implemented at the 
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beginning of 1969, as a number of ŠtB members had defected. It respected the 
basic focus of the secret services, and also strengthened the position of national 
bodies. The Central Intelligence Service Directorate consisted of the Head 
Directorate Secretariat, under six directorates: the Political Foreign Intelligence 
Service (Directorate A), the Foreign Counter-intelligence Service (Directorate B), 
the Scientific-technological Foreign Intelligence Service (Directorate C), the Illegal 
Foreign Intelligence Service (Directorate D), Supporting Units (Directorate E), the 
Foreign Intelligence Service Branch in Bratislava (Directorate F), and regional 
units with their seats in regional towns. Branch F in Bratislava participated in 
operational activities deriving from plans made for the operational parts of the 
intelligence service (Directorates A - D), and in selecting and training of foreign 
intelligence service members. It provided for connecting the foreign intelligence 
service information system with party and state authorities within the Slovak 
Socialist Republic, and the intelligence information for selected state and party 

After the invasion of the Warsaw 
Pact troops in Czechoslovakia in 
1968, State Security started to focus 
on the citizens who did not agree 
with the occupation of the country, 
and first all the ex-Communists 
expelled from the Party after political 
purges. Those people were accused 
of 'right-wing opportunism' and were 
expelled from the Party. In principle 
they 'enlarged' the regime's enemies 
by thousands of people. What they 
had in common was that they did 
not agree with the occupation of the 
country and unlike the majority of the 
population they declared it publicly, 
or in front of a screening commission 
of the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party. In Slovakia the actions taken 
against those people were limited to 
observation and social isolation, so 
that they could not be involved in 
anti-regime activities. It the majority 
of cases those actions were successful. 
The most important representative 
of that group was Alexander Dubček.  
Some of them, including Miroslav  
Kusý, were engaged in the activities 

of Charter 77. Altogether this was a 
group of approximately 350 people 
in Slovakia, but the special interest of 
State Security focused on the 40 most 
active participants. In the 70s, so-
called civic dissent was the most active 
opposition in Slovakia, the political 
orientation of which was on the edge 
between the democratic socialism and 
liberalism, and many of its activists 
supported reformed Communism 
in 1968. Its central protagonists 
were Slovak Charter 77 signatories 
as Miroslav Kusý, Hana Ponická or 
Dominik Tatarka, but also those who 
were its sympathisers, although they 
did not sign it. Among them there 
were Jozef Jablonický Milan Šimečka  
or Július Strinka. The persecution of 
the Chartists and representatives of 
other opposition streams culminated 
in a nation-wide operation called 
ASANÁCIA (in English SANITATION), 
the aim of which was to force the 
Charter signatories to emigrate abroad. 
Within that action, the writer Ján  
Ladislav Kalina left the country for 
Germany by force at the end of 70s. 
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functionaries in Slovakia related to issues of specific Slovak interest (e.g. Slovak 
separatism and emigration, the Vatican). It also provided for contacts and 
cooperation with members of the foreign intelligence service of the Hungarian 
People's Republic. Until March 1970, Directorate F was headed by Eduard Pafčo,  
a graduate of the one-year study at the KGB Operations School in Moscow, the 
former Head of Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Nitra (1956  
- I960) and the Deputy Head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the 
Interior in Bratislava (I960 - 1966). In the middle of 1970 he was substituted 
by František Garay, his school-mate from Moscow, the Head of ŠtB Directorate 
in Banská Bystrica. Directorate F was dissolved in the reorganisation of March 
1971. Its members became part of the renewed regional unit in Bratislava (the 
unit was part of Directorate F from December 1969). From December 1968 the 
Czechoslovak Foreign Intelligence Service was headed by Čestmír Podzemný,  
a leading worker of the Counter-intelligence Service. In January 1971 he was 
substituted by Miloš Hladík, an expert of the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance and an apparatchik in the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak 



Communist Party. In the position of Deputy Head of the Czechoslovak Foreign 
Intelligence Service there were Slovaks, first Ján Pobehá (1969 - 1974) and 
later Ondrej Dovina (1974 - 1984). After the death of Miloš Hladík in February 
1980, it was Dovina who became the Head of the Czechoslovak Foreign 
Intelligence Service for more than a year. 

From the point of view of intelligence tasks the Central Foreign Intelligence 
Service Directorate was divided into: 
1 Political Foreign Intelligence Service, performing political, military-political 
and political-economic espionage; 
2 Scientific-technological Foreign Intelligence Service, the task of which was 
to collect scientific-technological and technological-economic information; 
3 So-called Illegal Foreign Intelligence Service; 
4 Foreign Counter-intelligence Service operating against foreign intelligence 
services and emigrants, guarding and protecting Czechoslovak embassies and 
consulates, and citizens in the "capitalistic countries." 

The Main Counter-intelligence Directorate provided for operational activities 
in three central ways. It monitored the activities of hostile foreign intelligence 
services in Czechoslovakia and controlled diplomats, foreign journalists, trade 
companies' representatives, students and short-stay students. Its workers 
observed and hindered the activities of the so-called internal enemy (at the 
beginning of the 70s these were party members dismissed from the Communist 
Party, but in principle all were anti-regime activists). It also guarded and 



State Security paid lot of attention 
to the Catholic Church in the period 
of normalisation, as it played the 
central role in anti-regime activities 
in Slovakia in the 80s. The Catholic 
Church had always had a strong 
position in Slovakia and therefore the 
Communist regime considered it its 
greatest enemy. Hard interventions of 
State Security were typical, especially 
for the 40s and 50s, but the state 
authorities carried on their fight 
against the church also in the years 
that followed. The trial with bishops 
Ján Vojtaššák, Michal Buzalka and 
Pavol Gojdič in 1951 was the most 
flagrant case of attacking the church 
hierarchy, as along with interning the 
priests in forced labour camps. State 
Security was extremely engaged in 
fighting against the underground 
church. The association Family (in 
Slovak Rodina) established by Tomislav 
Kolakovič with his active 'students' as 
Vladimir Juki, Silvester Krčméry and 
others, was a significant representative 
of the underground church. After 
the normalisation procedure was 
launched, the aim of the regime was 
"to eliminate gradually the influence 
of the Church on worshippers and 
to secure that both churches and 
religious associations would not be 
obstacles in further development of the 
socialist society." Catholic dissent was 
represented first of all by the activities 
of the Hidden Church led by the 

Bishop Ján Chryzostom Korec, Jukl,  
Krčméry and Catholic laics like Ján  
Čarnogurský or František Mikloško.  
The Hidden Church violated the 
efforts of the Communists to rule the 
society in a total way. The long-term 
aim of State Security was to reveal the 
structures of the Hidden Church, to 
infiltrate them and gradually liquidate 
them. But they never succeeded. In 
1979 there was a meeting of heads of 
State Security Directorate and Jaromír  
Obzina. The Federal Minister of the 
Interior invited them to act decisively 
against the Catholic Church, which 
was related not only with extensive 
activities of the Hidden Church, but 
also the election of the Pole Karol  
Wojtyła to become a Pope. State 
Security monitored the meetings of 
the Hidden Church activists, various 
clubs, and especially contacts with 
church emigration. There were efforts 
to hinder these contacts by refusals 
to grant visas (travelling restrictions) 
and by censoring exported and 
imported literature. The members of 
State Security paid much attention 
to contacts with abroad. This was 
because of the Hidden Church 
environment information leaked to 
foreign countries about human rights 
and religious freedom violations 
in Slovakia, distributed later through 
broadcasting of Radio Free Europe, 
Voice of America or Radio Vaticana 
to the whole world. 

protected economic and state institutions (ministries, foreign trade companies, 
etc.) from the counter-intelligence point of view. In relation to the Soviet troops 
located in the territory of Czechoslovakia, the counter-intelligence service had 
an extra task, namely to protect also the troops and goods of the Soviet Army. 
Since 1969 the Counter-intelligence Service had been led by Václav Šoral. In 
September 1969 he was substituted by the Slovak Štefan Hubina, the former 



In the period of normalisation State Security 
carried out several nation-wide operations 
of an intelligence and preventive character. 
Because of their size and intensity, 
these operations were methodologically 
managed by central units of counter-
intelligence in Prague. Various operations 
concentrated on preventing the activities 
of the so-called internal opponents. In the 
operation called ASANÁCIA (in English 
SANITATION), State Security strived to 
force various opposition representatives to 
leave the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 
and emigrate. The security and preventive 
operation called IZOLÁCIA (in English 
ISOLATION) focused on isolating the central 
exponents of the opposition and to the 
cause opposition groups to disintegrate. 
Breaking up the opposition movement, 
evoking disputes and mutual mistrust 
among respective opposition streams, 
weakening the organised opposition 
activities and hindering the efforts to unite 
in the platform of Charter 77 were carried 
out by State Security in operations called 
KLIN (in English WEDGE) and ROZPTYL (in 
English DISPERSION). The State Security 
wanted to stop the unification of the 
opposition through the operation called 
ZEMETRASENIE (in English EARTHQUAKE). 
The possible isolation of hostile persons 
when special measures were taken was 
regulated by methodological instructions 
related to operations like KRUH (in English 
CIRCLE) and NORBERT. The nation-wide 
operation DELTA wanted to liquidate the 
distribution channel among the opposition 
and the exile and "ideologically diversified 
centres". The operation called SEVER (in 
English NORTH) was designed to break 
the cooperation and contacts between the 
Czechoslovak and Polish oppositions. State 
Security also paid considerable attention 
to persons of the Jewish origin. Their 
detection and administrative registration 
was performed within an operation 
called PAVÚK (in English SPIDER). Other 

nation-wide operations were organised 
against the representatives of the so-
called external enemy. Within its operation 
called STOP, State Security focused on the 
visa foreigners, i.e. collecting information 
and checking foreigners coming to the 
territory of Czechoslovakia for professional 
or private reasons for a relatively short 
time. Those visa foreigners who emigrated 
or left the country after 1945 and 
travelled to Bratislava more frequently 
were monitored by the State Security 
within the operation called NÁVRAT  
(in English RETURN). Information was 
collected about non-accredited journalists 
coming from non-socialist countries to 
Czechoslovakia without registration and 
they were checked during the operation 
called ŽURNÁL (in English JOURNAL). 
There was a nation-wide operation called 
EXPERTI (in English EXPERTS); State Security 
collected information about research and 
development institutions and diplomats 
of the People's Republic of China. Among 
actions that focused on protection of the 
socialist economy, we may mention for 
example the operation called MONOPOLY; 
where State Security inspected and gathered 
intelligence service information about the 
'East' workers of West German corporations 
like HOECHST, BAYER and BASF. State 
Security prepared itself for various safety-
preventive actions. This was also the 
case in an operation called OCHRANA  
(in English PROTECTION) in which ŠtB  
members checked measures to be adopted 
during extraordinary events, but also in the 
operation called REŽIM (in English REGIME) 
focusing on inspecting how copying 
machines were protected against misuse 
for objects the Czechoslovak counter-
intelligence was interested in. There was 
a sample project called VLNA (in English 
WAVE) in which State Security implemented 
a set of safety measures to protect 
live broadcasting of the Czechoslovak 
Television and Radio. 



Radko Kaska, the Federal 
Minister for the Interior 
Source: V. Hanuliak 
Archive 

Head of the Vth Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior and later the Deputy 
Head of the Czechoslovak Counter-intelligence Service. Already, in the middle of 
February 1971, Jaroslav Hrbáček, the long-term State Security member who has 
been the Head of State Security in Bratislava at the beginning of the 50s, and for 
a short time also in Košice, became the Head of the IInd Directorate of the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior. 

The Military Counter-intelligence Central Directorate, led by Josef Stavihona 
since 1953, provided for command and operation of the counter-intelligence 
protection of the Czechoslovak Armed Forces. Stavinoha was responsible for 
the management of the Unit of Interior Affairs, the Human Resources Unit and 
the Unit of Organisation and Mobilisation. His deputies, František Pitra and Ján  
Slížka, led the Unit of Central Units of the Ministry of National Defence and the 
General Staff (Ist Unit), the Unitof Activities Abroad (IIIrd Unit), the Units for the 
Departments of the Ministry and the Facilities of the Czechoslovak People's Army 
(Vth Unit), and the Unit of Operational Management of Counter-intelligence 

Structure of State Security units in the years 1969 - 1988 

State Security unit 1969 1971 1976 1981 1986 1988 
Ist Directorate 
(Foreign Intelligence Service) 828 985 975 814 921 968 

IInd Directorate (Counter-intelligence 
Service, from 1974 External Enemy) 463 460 319 287 301 306 

IIIrd Directorate 
(Military Counter-intelligence Service) 159 154 154 154 

IVth Directorate (Surveillance) 625 587 766 801 803 807 
Vth Directorate (Protection of 
Constitutional Functionaries) 644 737 950 930 966 975 

VIth Directorate (Intelligence Technology) 1,089 1,108 1,247 839 860 861 
Xth Directorate (Internal Enemy) - - 202 202 205 207 
XIth Directorate (Protection 
of the Czechoslovak Economy) - - 221 262 257 260 
XIIth Directorate (Counter-intelligence 
Service in Bratislava)(in the years 
1969-1974 Central State Security 
Directorate of the Slovak 
Socialist Republic) 

- 215 346 344 344 365 

XIVth Directorate (Extraordinary and 
Special Forms of Criminal Activities, from 
1985 the Unit of special designation) 

- - - - 90 90 

Directorate of ŠtB Investigation - - I l l 98 87 88 
Directorate of Passports and Visas - - 263 257 249 264 



Activities (IInd Unit) and the Study and Analytical Unit respectively. The Unit of 
State Security's Investigation within the Military Counter-intelligence was also 
part of military counter-intelligence. At the beginning of 1972 Cyril Ohrablo 
was substituted for Stavinoha in the position of Head of the Military Counter-
intelligence. 

Let us mention other important federal units affected by the changes. The 
Surveillance Directorate that used to closely cooperate also the Intelligence 
Technology Directorate (especially in cases of persons monitored with the help of 
covert listening devices installed, or persons whose flats were secretly inspected) 
was led by the Slovak Štefan Demjan, the former Deputy Minister, since October 
1968. However, he was punished, both as a Party member and as a professional, 
for his opinions in 1968 and so had to leave that position. In August 1970 he was 
substituted for a short time by Ján Hanuliak, the former State Security Head in 
Košice, who was appointed a Deputy Federal Minister of the Interior in the middle 
of February 1971. Finally, Antonim Kavan, the long-tern Head of the Surveillance 
Directorate, took over its management (he led that Directorate in the years 
from 1951 until 1968). At the end of the 60s the Directorate was divided in the 
Management, Internal Department, Department of Short Reports and Concepts, 
Operational Department, Human Resources and Education Department, and six 
units focusing on following activities: Surveillance for federal operational units 
(Ist Unit), Basic surveillance and network of confidants (IInd Unit), Surveillance of 
embassies and consulates of so-called capitalistic countries (IIIrd Unit), Special 
preparation and training of the staff (IVth Unit), Unit of housekeeping, services, 
technology and conspiration (Vth Unit), Surveillance for national authorities (VIth 

Unit). Directorate of party and constitutional officials' protection (Vth Directorate) 
provided, except for activities deriving from its name, the watching and 
protection of foreign representatives during their visits to Czechoslovakia, and 
of selected premises that belonged to the Party or to the state. It used to have 
its own unit with a network of agents carrying out operations in revealing and 
hindering hostile activities directed to threaten protected persons, delegations 
and objects. The Intelligence Technology Directorate performed intelligence-
technological tasks (tapping telephones, listening rooms, secret inspections in 
flats, checking the correspondence), provided for technological protection of 
selected objects, and carried out research and development activities. 

The organisation of safety units was not fully developed; there were 
problems with the personnel, as well as with conceptual issues and distribution 
of powers within State Security, and also a critical situation caused by the events 
in 1968. All these problems resulted in a criticism of State Security's activities. 
The Slovak Ministry of the Interior looked for the reasons, except for other 
issues in cooperation with the federal unit and other units on national levels. 
The Federal Ministry of the Interior saw the mistakes, on the contrary, in the 
management divided into three relatively isolated and independent centres and 
proposed a renewed centralisation of safety units' management. This was in 
June 1969, when the officials of federal counter-intelligence sent a proposal for 
organisational changes within Czechoslovak counter-intelligence. They justified 



In the first half of the 70s Czechoslovakia 
signed the agreement on cooperation 
with allied security units at the highest 
level. In February 1972 an agreement 
was signed by the Federal Minister of 
the Interior Radko Kaska in Prague with 
Yuri Andropov, the Chairman of the KGB 
Committee by the Council of Ministers of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
which substituted the agreement concluded 
in 1962. Both institutions committed 
themselves to exchange intelligence from 
political, economic, military and research-
technological fields, as well as information 
on the activities of the 'hostile' emigration, 
operational and information reports on 
work forms and methods used by foreign 
intelligence services, their members and 
networks of agents, and the communication 
channels and information that could 
lead to the identification, recording or 
liquidation of hostile agent networks 
operating from abroad, or in the territories 
of both countries. They also informed each 
other about operational situation in their 
countries and exchanged documentations 
and prototypes of intelligence technology 
devices, etc. In the second half of September 
1973, the new Minister of the Interior 
Jaromír Obzina signed an agreement on 
cooperation with the Polish Ministry of 
the Interior in Tatranská Lomnica, and 
on December 17,1973 in Budapest an 
agreement with the Hungarian Ministry 
of the Interior. In the second half of the 
70s an official cooperation developed also 
with security units in Cuba. An agreement 
on cooperation was concluded by the 
Czechoslovak and Cuban Ministers of 
Interior, Jaromír Obzina and Sergio Dell 
Valle Jimenez, on November 21,1976 in 
Havana for an indefinite period of time. 
Both socialist countries confirmed their 
cooperation by signing a new agreement in 
Havana ten years later. The last agreement 
among those signed with the 'main 

partners' was the one concluded with the 
Ministry of State Security of East Germany, 
which was signed on behalf of the German 
party by the Minister Erich Mielke on March 
9,1977 in Prague. Signing these agreements 
did not mean any beginning of cooperation. 
The secret services of the socialist countries 
had been in contact since the end of the 
40s, although closer cooperation started 
to develop only when the Federal Republic 
of Germany began to prepare for its 
membership in NATO in the middle of the 
50s. Except for the 'rezidenturas' of the 
Czechoslovak Foreign intelligence service, 
which were developed at the embassies 
and consulates in the countries outside 
of the Soviet block, the Federal Ministry 
of the Interior started to establish its 
representation also in socialist and allied 
countries. Such bases were gradually 
established in Hungary, Poland, GDR, the 
Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Cuba, Mongolia, 
Vietnam, Libya, Afghanistan, Nicaragua, 
Iraq and Ethiopia. A representative of the 
Federal Ministry of the Interior was the head 
of rezidentura. The biggest rezidentura was 
in the Soviet Union. Meetings of central 
operational directorates and regional 
ZNB directorates of neighbouring socialist 
countries were organised on a regular basis. 
Their cooperation was formally confirmed 
by the Protocols on Cooperation. Members 
of the units that worked on the same 
issues were in permanent contact. In their 
meetings they discussed the procedures to 
be used for working on cases which had an 
impact on more countries. The cooperation 
culminated in establishing the System of 
Unified Registry of Information on the 
Enemies, developed by State Security units 
in socialist countries since 1977, to gather 
and exchange information about hostile 
activities of persons and organisations. 
In 1989 the second phase of the project 
was under preparation: the registry of 
hostile objects. 
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Cooperation agreements and visits paid by the Eastern bloc secret service members 
were an important element in their work. Photo from signing the Agreement between 
the Czechoslovak and the Soviet Secret Services, and the visits of the Soviet Secret 
service members to Czechoslovakia 
Source: ABS 
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the need to adopt one of the submitted proposals by the slowness and heavy-
handedness of the management due to three relatively independent counter-
intelligence units, by the weakened action readiness and low work effectiveness, 
complex arrangement of the relations between the federal and national counter-
intelligence services, and by exemplary integrated efforts of hostile counter-
intelligence services operating against the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and 
other socialist countries. 

The discussion about increasing the influence and scope of powers of the 
Ministry of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in managing and 
performing the activities of National Security Corps was led by Radek Kaska, 
the new Federal Minister of the Interior. This graduate of J. V. Stalin's Steel 
Institute in Moscow acceded to the office on January 28, 1970. The Presidium 
of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party approved the 
gradual centralisation of security units in the middle of 1970. The Minister of 
the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic took over the management 
of all State Security units, with the exception of ŠtB investigation units and units 
issuing travel documents for abroad. At the beginning of November 1970 the 
Central State Security Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech 
Socialist Republic was dissolved. The process of centralising the security units 
was terminated at the end of 1970. The acts adopted on December 20 made it 
definitely possible to shift all decisive powers to federal bodies. The Constitutional 
Act no. 125/1970 Coll. amended and supplemented the Constitutional Act on 
the Czechoslovak Federation. The Act no. 128/1970 Coll. revoked the Act no. 
166/1968 Coll. and from January 1, 1971 included State Security's management 
and supervision into the powers of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, including 
the ŠtB investigation units, and management of the activities of all ZNB units in 
time of the extraordinary threat to public peace and order. It was finally the Act 
no. 133/1970 Coll. that regulated the scope of activities sand powers of federal 
ministries, including the Ministry of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic. 

Changes in the organisation and the management of the Federal Ministry 
of the Interior units indicated also changes to be implemented in the highest 
management of the Ministry. At the beginning of December 1970 the Minister 
of the Interior Kaska asked to increase the number of deputy ministers from two 
to five. He claimed the reason was "related to the finalisation of the political and 
working consolidation, the need to improve the management from all points of 
view (including systematic controls and inspections) and to revise the concept of 
state security issues". The Presidium of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party approved deputy ministers at its meeting in November, namely 
Jaroslav Vosecký, the Head of Intelligence Service Technology Directorate, 
Jaroslav Šilhavý, the Head of the Internal and Organisational Directorate, and 
Jozef Turošík, the 1st Deputy Head of the General Staff of the Czechoslovak 
People's Army. The distribution of these positions from the point of view of 
nationality reflected the proportions of the two nations in the country: i.e. four 
Czechs and two Slovaks. But in the middle of February 1971 the government of 



Jaromír Obzina, the Federal 
Minister of the Interior with 
Ján Hanuliak and Ján Kováč,  

in Bratislava. On the left: 
driver, Hanuliak, 

Obzina and Kováč  
Source: V. Hanuliak Archive 

the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic revoked the appointment of Jozef Turošík,  
and Ján Hanuliak, the Head of Surveillance Directorate was appointed to that 
vacant post of the Czechoslovak Deputy Minister of the Interior. 

At the beginning of 1971 the name of State Security Headquarters in 
Slovakia was changed to the Central State Security Directorate of the Slovak 
Socialist Republic and its management was taken over by Miloslav Košnar, the 
Deputy Minister of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic for State 
Security, and later by Ján Hanuliak. Colonel Ivan Fiodorovich Skripov, the Soviet 
advisor, was allocated to the Directorate, which was officially legalised at the 
Soviet Consulate in Bratislava. The complex organisational structure was reduced 
from seven operational units to four. The Unit against Hostile Intelligence 
Services was led by Bohuš Vavro, the former Head of Regional Directorate of 
the Ministry of the Interior in Žilina and Banská Bystrica (Ist Unit); the Unit of 
Internal Intelligence was led by Michal Fodran (IInd Unit), the Unit of Counter-
intelligence Protection of Economy and State Secret by Jozef Belan (IIľd Unit), 
and the Unit Focused on Visa Foreigners, Emigrants, Home-comers, Travels to 
so-called Capitalistic Abroad was led by Peter Sijka (IVth Unit). All other state 
security units of the Slovak Ministry of the Interior became integral parts of State 
Security central units, with the exception of the Security Unit of State Security, 
which was dissolved. 

The Federal Minister of the Interior Radko Kaska died in an air accident not 
far from the Polish town Stettin at the end of February 1973. The Ministry was 
temporarily headed by Ján Hanuliak, the 1st Deputy Minister, and on March 30,  
1973 Jaromír Obzina, Deputy Head of the Department of Education, Research 
and Culture at the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party 



The implementation of normalisation 
brought a massive purge within the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party and so 
many Communists who were engaged 
in the reform process in 1968 lost 
their membership in the Party. For 
many of them it was accompanied 
with the loss of their jobs, and those 
were most active were considered to 
be enemies of a regime which they 
had helped to build up. As so-called 
right-wing opportunists, they were 
pushed to the edge of society. The 
most well-known case in Slovakia 
was the former 1st Secretary of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, 
Alexander Dubček. State Security 
paid attention to him, under the 
orders of the Central Committee of 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party, 
when he was the Czechoslovak 
Ambassador to Turkey. After Dubček  
arrived home, he was permanently 
monitored and operationally worked 
on. His case was given priority. There 
were actions under various code 
names against him: from 1972 it was 
BREZA (in English BIRCH), from 1975  
KATALYZÁTOR (in English CATALYZER), 
from 1977 MODERÁTOR (in English 

MODERATOR) and from 1979 ESER. 
His family was also observed. At the 
beginning of the 70s the information 
on the activities of Alexander Dubček  
was placed in the introductory part of 
the reports dedicated to the activities 
of the right-wing in Slovakia, that were 
submitted to the Federal Minister of 
the Interior. A special group, later a 
department, was created organising 
and performing counter-intelligence 
activities related to the issue 'Dubček'.  
The aim was to isolate him from the 
opposition environment and to hinder 
his engagement in any opposition 
activities. When State Security observed 
attempts for such contacts, it took 
so-called preventive measures and 
invited Dubček for an interview. The 
permanent interest of State Security 
resulted in Dubček's passivity, reduction 
of interviews, meeting, and refusing 
proposals to cooperate. Influencing 
Alexander Dubček's decisions and 
actions was another area of the 
activities performed by State Security 
with the help of so-called influential 
agencies. The State Security also tried to 
curb Dubček's 'undesireď activities by 
increasing his workload. 

became the Minister of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. He 
helped finish the years-long discussion about the final form of the Czechoslovak 
counter-intelligence units. He completed the system of education and training 
within the sector of the interior (the Higher School of the National Security Corps, 
VŠ ZNB was established), and the lowest units of the security units' management, 
i.e. District National Security Corps Directorates were established. 

The reorganisation of the counter-intelligence service was prepared from 
the beginning of the 70s. The IInd Directorate of the Federal Ministry of the 
Interior worked in a structure allowing for the exclusion of the issues related to 
the internal enemy and protection of the socialistic economy, and to establish a 
separate unit. That procedure was approved by KGB representatives at a bilateral 
meeting in 1972. This is how the top leaders of the regime wanted to direct State 



Security and focus its activities on a rigid repression of the opposition and on 
victimising its own citizens. These efforts achieved a concrete form two years later. 
In July 1974 the Central Counter-intelligence Directorate in Prague was dissolved 
and the counter-intelligence activities were divided among three individual 
units with their seats in Prague: the Counter-intelligence Directorate for the 
Fight against the External Enemy (IInd Directorate of the Federal Ministry of the 
Interior); the Counter-intelligence Directorate for the Fight against the Internal 
Enemy (Xth Directorate of the Federal Ministry of the Interior); and the Counter-
intelligence Directorate for the Protection of the Economy (XIth Directorate of 
the Federal Ministry of the Interior). In that way the Czechoslovak Ministry of the 
Interior returned to the counter-intelligence structure of the years 1954 - 1964.  
The Central State Security Directorate of the Slovak Socialist Republic in Bratislava 
was substituted at the same time by the Counter-intelligence Directorate in 
Bratislava with a undercover name of the XIIth Directorate of the Federal Ministry 
of the Interior. It was responsible for counter-intelligence activities in selected 
fields of interest of a federal nature, or of national nature, in the territory of 
Slovakia. Minister Obzina justified the reorganisation by the need to intensify 
counter-intelligence work, to adopt it to contemporary forms and the methods 
of hostile activists, and to improve the quality of centralised management. 

Organisational Structure of the Xllth Directorate of the National Security Corps 
in Years 1981 - 1988 

The Counter-intelligence Directorate in Bratislava was divided into 
functional and executive units. The functional units took care of the operation of 
the Directorate and its communication with other units of the Federal Ministry of 
the Interior and the National Security Corps. They included: the Unit of internal 
affairs, the Head's inspection unit, the Human resources group, the Analytical-
information and statistical-registration department, and after February 14,1978,  
the Defence group. The operational activities and activities of agents' networks 
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S ill S r n L c c 
pra evidenci Ciob n líre í u jících vnitřní pořádek a bezpečnost stálu 

The directive on recording 
the so called "enemy 

individuals" from 1978  
Source: Nation's Memory 

Institute (ÚPN) Archive 

ZdkLacliii ustanoveni 

Cl. 1 

ÚCelem těchto směrnic ja slanovit Jednotný 
postup útvarů Státní a Veřejné bezpečnosti pľl 
evidenci osob, která svým lednánfm nebo poli-
tickými postoji ohrozily, ohroiujl nebo by moh- 
ly o liro z it vnitrní pořádek a bezpečnost štítu 
[dále jen „evidované osohy" 

Cl. 1 
Evidovaná osohy mohou být zařazeny do  

evidence píl důsledném respektováni třídních 
Hledisek a Jen na základe konkrétních a ob-
jektivních poznatků sv&dZIcfch nebo signalizu-
jících je|lch inmost, Jednání i i postoje SiriK-
fuJícI k ohrůíůrtl vnitrního pořádku á beipeí 
nostl štítu. 

Cl. 3 

Kontrolu nad evidovanými osobami a sou-
stavné sledováni jejich Činnosti, politických 
postojů, styků a pobytu provádějí pŕlskiäné  
í tví г у statní a Veřejné bezpeZnosli podle sta-
novené působnosti. 

Cl. 4 

I1! Evidenci a písemnosti s ul spojení ľe- 
cl a u v r i n d okresu oddaleni Státní bezpečnos-
ti okresních správ Sboru národní bezpečnosti, 
poprípade pí [slušný odbor správy Státní bez-
pečnosti podle inlsta trvalého pobytu evidova-
né osoby, 

( ľJ Jest lile evidovaná osoba pracuje v mís-
tě. kde má pouze přechodný pobyt, mílie být 
výjimečné zařazena v evidenci v místa pře-
chodného puby tu. 

Cl. 5 
l l ] Evidence v rámci kraje se vede h sta-

tisticko evidentního oddéleul správy Státní 
bezpečnosti. 

( ' ] Ústľednl evidenci víech evidovaných 
osob v Československé socialistická republice 
vede statisticko -evidenční odbor federálního 

ministerstva vnitra, který poskyluja údaje pro 
|>Otíeby analytické a řídicí práce. 

Cl. G 
Osoby podléhajíc! evidenci 

Evidenci podle těch ta směrnic podléhají ze-
jména: 
з/ představitelé a ektlvi5l_rinileiá pravicového 

opor^wiĚmu, MonlaŁu. "track ismu, n šel ona 
lisiuij","maojsmu, inluvčl a organizátořTtzv. 
„nelegální kultury", signatáři tzv. „Charty 
77" a ostatních nepřátelských o poufnie h  
seskupeni, spolupracovnici а informátoři 
zahraničních ideologických eeňler.a ostatni  
osoby udržující aktivní styky s Jinými ne-
přátelskými emigrantskými seskupeními: 

b/ pi'cdstaviteíé BntisDclbilstických_ sil. za|mé-
n ä ' i ř a ď bývalých fu n kčjjtj tí i f й' kont rs re ro •  
luiních organizaci Klub-ÍJl, Klub angažo-
vaných nestraníků. Společnosti pro lidské 
práva, bývalých pravicových sociálních de-
mokratů. aktivní funkcionáři bývalých te-
ak čníc h a fašistických politických stran a 
jejich organizaci, odhaleni agenti cizích 
zpravodajských sluíeb;  

с/ představitelé bývalých vykoristovate iskf c h 
t řlJli^TapLtallstlckaho šr*niimi я hmmnrt< f -
s kého aparátu, osoby, ktär£_jŕ—miuUlOSti 
spáchal zltažné trestné" člny podle hla vy 
prvnirináätnrtástl trestního zákona, a" n a -
vŕSTTIči uroievuHcí nepřátelslvL-ť-ůJI Ftá tu J 

•i/ autoři rozmnoíovatelé a rozii^ayalBlŕ zá-
väíľ.ých ŕrotlšô'cla]litických a protizákon-
ných pamfletu a tiskovin; 

e/ organizátoři a a k ti v n i účastníci proti socia-
listiek ý ch a protjsovětskýcii. aUtTT'dlniaii-
Str ieľa Jiných úe be sparných p roll společen- 
ský ch vystoupeni a aktlvnl_ů;astn!c[_ryzlc- 
kŕho a psychického leffiiil'; 

fí pTedsTavlieié bývalých proti socialistic k ych 
stude n tskyčh" a m lá d einlc k ýčti orjaifl zac I 
IrtBS,- Svaz vysokoškolská ho studentstva. 
Junák atd,), organizátoři závadových sesku-
peni z fad narušené mládeže a ostatní oso-
t>yT"kterů uplatňovaly protisocialistický  
v 11 v v procesu výchovy mládeíe; 

gj reakční nředstavUelécTrkevnl hierarchie. 
kléru, tajní biskupi _a_ k něž í, představitelé 
je d río IU V ýtlTTáHÍ, "s ěk t a vedoucí ideologo-
vé laického apoštolát", 

Ш 



K n tcgn r: o ricbct[]tíCnosíi evidovaných us u b Cl. 0 

Cl, 7 

( ' j Pŕlsluäný útvar píl evidenci usub JĹI-
kladnĚ vyhodnotí poznatky Hf kaidé oSObi po- 
ili в SlenovenýCIl liíedlsek Ú rozhodne о г araze- 
lit Jo odpovídá [í t í ka.tgąotle lie bezpečnost t. 

('J OD 1, kategorie neUezpečnostl se zařa- 
zuji jjjL5í£_|i_gbŕí£eínJ aktívni organisátoři a 
pachatelé nepřátelské člnnosli proti itátu г fad  
Maviiícti ejjTättll a představitele pj-avJtií a an-
I (socialistických sil a odhalených agent ti ci-
i leh iprŕtvodajskýcb služeb. 

I J I Oo.IĽ.katsjorle nebezpečnosti sc za fa- 
suji JIB be zpeč n é p r o u social Isl I c k v zamířená  
osoby, kterŕ udŕ5u}T styky s dalätml ™ a k í n (ml 
silami doma 1 v ja hra u lil. pňsobi nepřátelsky  
ve svčin okoli a pri mimořádných událostech  
íe zapojují do aktlunt Činnosti prali stí m. 

(*1 Do I ILkatĚcorie nebe/peCnosti se íteŕa-
Í4J( protisocialisticky zeméíené osoby, kleré 
zaujlltajt ťvťkávaci stanovisko a v dobí mimo- 
řádných mi;) lusíl sa mohou zapoj U do aktívni 
ľ i n nosu prou aUlu. 

j5| Do IV. kategorie nebezpečnosti sa za га- 
ги J i ustalili protisocialisticky lamérené osoby,  
které svým charakterem nesplňuji podmínky 
pro zařazeni do nčkteíé z předchozích kate- 
ЙОП1, 

Cl. a 

t1) Evidovaní osoby zaiazanď. tip 1, a It.  
kategorie ле bezpečnosti musí by E soufasnS  
rozpracovávány v příslušných svazcích Kontra- 
rozvědnrho rozpracováni. 

['J LT okresních správ Sboru národní bez-
pečnosti, kde není odd é lení Státní bezpečnosti, 
provádt roipraeování evidovaných osob zařa- 
zen f cti do I. a tí. kategorie nebezpečnosti pří- 
siuSný odbor správy Štátni bezpečnosti. 

| J i Kontrolu evidovaných osob zarazených 
do Ul a IV. kategorie ne íle (peč nos t L provádí] l 
prisluänscl_V?ŕe)ní Jiezpeťnwtl .podle pokynů  
íSšnipíí náíělnlPa 5ЬШпГ správy Sboru ná-
rodní bezpečnosti pro Veřejnou bezpečnost vy-
dávaných v Sou Ěi n nosil se zástupcem náčslnl-
k a táto správy pro Státní bezpečnost. 

[<} HiOeLpDc okresní správy S bom národní 
lieí.peŕiiosll Je součásti é Informován o osobách 
evidován f Ch V L a 1I- kalegorli nebezpełnost!  
s cilem zajišťovat aklivnt pomoc pHStuSnlkl  
verejné bezpeCnostl p n kontrole a rozpracová- 
ni iéchto osob. 

Zaťažení osob do 1. a2. IV_kalegorie оеЬаг- 
peCnosti navrhuje na základe písemných pod-
klad d náčelník c i d t! c o i Státní bezpečnosti na 
správč Státní bezpečnosti, doporučuje náčelník 
odboru na této správě a schvaluje náčelník  
přisluSné správy Státní bezpečnosti! " 

Ci. 10 

o tp la s li působ nos li evidovaných osob 

j1) K aid á evidovaná osoba musi být v evi-
denci zařazena do nĚkteré ze stanovených ob-
lasti pUsohjiostl. 

t ' | O b l t p i l flosobnostl evidovaných osob 
jsou: ' ' 
a/ ideová a kulturní; 

. Ы sdělovací prostředky [zejména tisk, f Od-
hlas, televize); 

f; С/ Školství; 
; di cirkev;  
' at průmysl; 

H vida a výzkum: 
gl zdravotnictví; 

] h/ Siuiby á Obchod; 
hi doprava; 
U zemědělství; 
V ostatní. 

Postup při evidenci osob 

Cl. IX 

Evidence osob se provádí na ŕá k latia dvoj-
mo pořlienjho návrhu, který obsahuje rozho-
dující údaje o evidovaných osobách: Jméno, da-
tum narozeni, národnost, sta i ni příslušnost, 
místo trvalého i přechodného pobytu, povoláni, 
současné zaměstnáni, stručnou politickou cha 
raktarl&tlku, odůvodněni pro zařazení do evi-
dence, oblast působnosti a příslušnou katego-
rii nebezpečnosti, v nlí má byt osoba avldovů-
na, výsledek lustrace v ústřední evidenci и sta-
tistlcko-evidenčniho odboru federálního minis'  
lerstve vnitra a v evidenci íeder&nl kriminál- 
ni ústředny federální správy Veřejné bezpeč 
и з ti. 

Cl, t3 

PO Schváleni návrhu |Ět. l i l provede jjfi-
sluínik Státní bezpečnosti, který osobu evidu-
je, tato opatřeni: 



In the 80s, the attitudes of the 
inhabitants towards the regime 
gradually changed. People started 
to be more courageous, and so the 
numbers of church-goers participating 
in pilgrimages all over Slovakia 
increased. Since 1984, one may 
speak about massive character of 
those events. In 1984 there was a 
pilgrimage to the Mountain of the Holy 
Mary in Levoča which approximately 
150, 000 people participated, and in 
September about 50, 000 people from 
whole Slovakia came to Šaštin. In July 
1985, about 200, 000 people came 
on the pilgrimage to Velehrad and 
manifested their discontent with the 
state policy against the church. This 
would definitely not escape the notice 
of State Security, which started to take 
actions to decrease the number of 
pilgrimage participants, or at least to 
hinder an open confrontation with the 
regime. Attention was concentrated on 
preventive activity and interviews with 

well-known activists and priests 
in dioceses. Measures taken before 
the pilgrimages included efforts 
to identify plans to organise massive 
participation of worshippers. 
The officers of State Security then 
implemented measures in factories 
and companies so that the buses could 
not be used at a time when there was 
a pilgrimage. Photocopy machines 
were also checked to prevent the 
printing of flyers and promotional 
materials. Officers of and secret 
collaborators with State Security were 
directed to make photo-documents 
at pilgrimages, on the basis of which 
individual participants were identified. 
In a similar way, the registration 
plates of cars and buses bringing 
people to the pilgrimage were 
identified. The owners were then 
invited for an interview. There were 
special activities that were intended 
to stop the pilgrims signing any 
declarations or similar documents. 

were performed by the Unit for the Fight against the External Enemy (Ist Unit), 
the Unit for the Fight against the Internal Enemy (IInd Unit), and the Unit for the 
Protection of the Economy (IIľd Unit). Among the executive units there were the 
Unit of Surveillance and the Unit of Intelligence Service Technology (IVth and VIth 

Units). 
The Unit for the Fight against the External Enemy concentrated on the 

activities of hostile foreign intelligence services, their workers and the networks 
of agents in places of its interest, on monitoring the diplomats from the so-called 
capitalistic countries and visa foreigners, on taking measures against emigrants 
and home-comers, as well as the 'protection' of persons who travelled to so-
called capitalistic countries (preparing and instructing the travellers to possible 
contacts with a foreign intelligence service, non-disclosure of state secrets 
and other important information, and the follow-up informing State Security 
members about the business trip and about all extraordinary events immediately 
after coming back). The unit worked on the objects of the Directorate of Services 
Provided to the Diplomatic Corps, the UN Research Computer Centre, the UN 
Centre for Environment Protection Research, the Press and Information Centre 
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1981 

p L S И P H A C E 

v akcii • E S E H " na rok 1982 

Realizáciou opatrení prijatých v ročnom Pláne práce na rok 
1981 a Návrhu projektu celoštátnej preventivno-bezpečnostnéj 
akcie "IZOLACIh", v podmienkach prípadu "ESER" bolo dosiahnu-
tí ; 

1/ Prehĺbenie poznania zámerov a cielov objekta pre budúce 
obdobie, najmä v súvislostí s jeho odchodom na dôchodok, 
jeho stanoviská k rôznym vnútropolitickom a zahranično-poli-
tickým udalostiam. 

2/ zamedzenie aktívneho vystúpenia objekta v prospech antisocia-
listických síl najmä v sdvisiosti s politickými udalosťami 
ako bol zjazd KSS, xvi. zjazd KSC a voľby do zastupitelských  
orgánov, 

3/ udržanie objekta v politickej izolácii od exponentov pravice 
v CSR a vplyvov opozičných síl v PĽR. 

Zhodnotením dosiahnutých výsledkov v agentúrno-operatívnej 
činnosti možno konštatovať, £e zámer a ciele v uplynulom období 

Work planned against 
Alexander Dubček  

Source: Nation's Memory  
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 



The operation called KLIN (in English 
WEDGE) was a significant operation 
by State Security against anti-regime 
activists. Its aim was to isolate political 
confrontation streams in opposition 
groups and to eliminate them. 
It represented a reaction by State 
Security against the process of 
unification of the opposition that 
accelerated since 1986. The main 
objective of the operation was to 
isolate and fragmentise the opposition 
into smaller groups, and break it into 
groups fighting among themselves. 

A similarly important objective was 
to stop newly established anti-regime 
groups taking on a political 
character. The leadership of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party 
could in this way preserve its role in 
solving social and political problems. 
The measures focused on the 
liquidation of Charter 77 activities 
were the core of that action. It was 
this country-wide operation that 
represented one of the new forms 
of work of State Security in striving 
to silence the anti-regime activities. 

of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Slovak abbreviation TIS FMZV), and 
embassies and consulates of the so-called capitalistic countries, China and 
Yugoslavia. 

The Unit for the Fight against the Internal Enemy worked mainly on 
issues against so-called 'right-wing opportunists', people dismissed from the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party and released from their original jobs, and it 
performed agency and operational activities in the fields of research, culture, 
mass media, youth, education, top social organisations and revivalist political 
parties gathered in the National Front, and issues of Zionism and Slovak 
separatism. In June 1977, a separate operational group was transformed into a 
special department which worked, using agency and operational methods, on 
the main representative of 'right-wing opportunist powers' in Slovakia, Alexander 
Dubček. 

The Unit for the Protection of the Economy carried out counterintelligence 
activities on selected aspects of the Czechoslovak economy in Bratislava, with 
the aim to actively discover economic diversionism, sabotage, espionage, 

Comparison of number of operational units of the Czechoslovak 
counter-intelligence service members before and after the reorganisation in 1988 

Field of interest Before the reorganisation After the reorganisation 
External enemy 189 151 
Internal intelligence service 159 183 
Protection of the economy 204 182 
Total 552 516 



State Security initiated court trials 
followed by imprisonments mostly 
in case related to the activists and 
members of the Catholic Church, or 
activists of Charter 77. Legal steps were 
taken against many priests, but also 
against actively engaged church-goers. 
In most cases they got unconditional 
sentences, i.e. the sentences that could 
not be suspended. Those persons 
were arrested in Púchov or llava. The 
activists were accused by the regime 
of obstructing surveillance over 
churches, but in fact they were judged 
for their active work in the structures 
of the Hidden Church, participating 

in spiritual exercises or importing 
religious literature from abroad. The 
civic activists were mostly accused 
of subversive activities against the 
Republic and anti-state activities, which 
in fact meant writing articles on the 
real situation in Czechoslovakia and 
making open criticisms of it. The most 
striking consequence of the penetrative 
operations of State Security against 
the Church was a set of mysterious 
and until today unexplained deaths 
of Christian activists; both priests and 
laymen. These included Milan Gono 
(1979), Přemysl Coufal (1981), Pavel 
Švanda (1981) and Štefan Polák (1987). 

The activities of the Hidden Church 
played the most important role in 
the dissent in Slovakia at the end 
of the 70s. State Security could not 
monitor these activities and the 
Hidden Church's activities were 
not under its control. At the end of 
the 70s State Security decided to 
launch the operation KANÁL (in 
English CHANNEL), the aim of which 
was to identify persons working as 
couriers bringing Catholic literature 
into Czechoslovakia and conveying 
information on the church policy of the 
Communist regime out of the country. 
Hundreds of laymen and priests 
were checked within the operation 
CHANNEL, until State Security came 
to the conclusion that the person they 
most wanted to find was Ing. Přemysl  
Coufal, the former secret theology 
student and former agent of State 
Security. The agent called PROLOG  
(in English PROLOGUE) infiltrated 
emigrant organisations and played 
the key role in his disclosure. Members 
of State Security visited Coufal in 

December 1980 and proposed 
to him to renew the collaboration, 
with the aim of control the contacts 
of the Hidden Church with people 
in other countries. In spite of the 
pressure in form of the offer to 
collaborate with State Security, 
Coufal refused. State Security started 
to shadow, intimidate and squeeze 
him. During the following meetings 
with State Security members, Coufal  
started to confess his activities 
in the Hidden Church, being placed 
under psychological pressure 
(He was permanently monitored, 
his flat was visited during his absence). 
In the night of February 24 to 25,1981,  
Přemysl Coufal died in his flat. 
The case was immediately taken 
over by State Security, but the 
investigation did not bring any results. 
According to the official version, 
Přemysl Coufal committed suicide. 
But the case has not been explained 
satisfactorily until today and there is 
a strong suspicion that State Security 
was involved in Coufal's violent death. 



The world map showing 
the activities of the 

Czechoslovak Secret 
Service in 1989. Active 

operational activities 
carried out in the 

countries red ; radio 
connection or connection 

with cryptographers 
established in the 

countries highlighted 
in blue 

Source: ÚPN 





wrecking activities and similar activities performed by capitalistic foreign 
intelligence services, monopolies, capitalistic economic groups, right-wing and 
other anti-socialist powers. The unit performed counter-intelligence protection 
of integration relations in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic within the Council 
for Mutual Economic Assistance. It was also responsible for counter-intelligence 
measures related to international fairs in Czechoslovakia and abroad, as 
well as to scientific symposiums and conferences, and counter-intelligence 
protection in selected aspects of national significance such as the leakage of 
the state, economic secret, and confidential information from official sources. 
The Surveillance unit organised and performed the monitoring of hostile secret 
services and persons suspected of hostile activities against Czechoslovakia 
and other socialist countries, for the needs of own executive units, but also 
for State Security Directorate of the Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava, 
District unit of State Security, Military Counter-intelligence unit with the East 
Military District Trenčín, and from 1977 also for District ZNB Directorates. The 
Unit of Intelligence Service Technology carried out intelligence-technological 
operations and measures, examining the handwriting and linguistic elements 
of anti-state documents for operational and judicial needs within the Slovak 
Socialist Republic (in the case of documents written in the Slovak language 
applying to the whole of Czechoslovakia), dactyloscopic, chemical and biological 
expertise to be used by the State Security directorates in Slovakia, and it also 
maintained a nation-wide registry of Tactical Records of Scriptures and Tactical 
Records of the Slovak Language. It fulfilled tasks for its own executive units, but 
also for State Security Directorate of the Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava, 
the District Unit of State Security, the Military Counter-intelligence Unit with the 
East Military District Trenčín, and the units of the People's Police in Bratislava 
and in the West Slovakia region. At the beginning of 1981, a Unit for Checking 
the Correspondence and of Expertise (Vth unit) was set apart from two divisions 
within the unit. This new unit carried out technical tasks and measures related to 
inspecting the written contacts, provided for handwriting and linguistic expertises 
of anti-state documents for operational and judiciary needs within the Slovak 
Socialist Republic (in case of documents written in Slovak language for the whole 
Czechoslovakia), and provided dactyloscopic, chemical and biological expertise 
for the State Security units in Slovakia. It also took over the nation-wide registry 

Head of the Central State Security Directorate in the Slovak Socialist Republic and 
the Counter-intelligence Directorate in Bratislava in the years of 1969 - 1989 

Central State Security 
Directorate in the SSR 

January 1,1969 - January 1, 1969 Ján Pobehá Central State Security 
Directorate in the SSR February 1,1969 - June 30, 1974 Ondrej Dovina 

XIIth ZNB Directorate 
June 1, 1974-May 31, 1979 Ján Kováč 

XIIth ZNB Directorate June 1, 1979-July 31, 1986 Jozef Vavro XIIth ZNB Directorate 
August 1, 1986 - February 9, 1990 Štefan Homola 



The activities of operational units of the Central Counter-intelligence Service 
Directorate focused on following scopes of interest 

Executive units of the IInd  

ZNB Directorate The activities focused on: 

Ist Unit Counter-intelligence surveillance of special US services, operational control 
of embassies and consulates of Latin American countries 

IInd Unit Counter-intelligence surveillance of the special services of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, operational control of Austrian embassy and consulate 

IIIrd Unit 
Counter-intelligence surveillance of special services of the Great Britain, France and 
other NATO countries and counter-intelligence protection of the Federal Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs 

IVth Unit 
Operational control of embassies and consulates of Afro-Asian countries, counter-
intelligence dedicated to international terrorism, human smuggling organisations and 
Soviet troops protection 

Vth Unit Counter-intelligence protection of pre-production area, industry and agriculture 

VIth Unit Counter-intelligence protection of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Trade, 
local companies engaged in the foreign trade, foreign companies and monopoles 

VIIth Unit Counter-intelligence protection of the transport and communications, fuels 
and energy basis (including nuclear power plants) 

VIIIth Unit Protection of the state and economic and operational secret 

IXth Unit Counter-intelligence surveillance of the churches and religious associations, 
and counter-intelligence of illegal sects 

Xth Unit Counter-intelligence surveillance of hostile groups 

XIth Unit Counter-intelligence protection of the youth, science and research, culture 
and education 

XIIth Unit Counter-intelligence surveillance of ideologically diversionary centres and emigration 
groups and associations 

of the tactical records of Scriptures and also the tactical records of the Slovak 
Language. It was responsible for the legalisation of 'defective' documents in mail 
communication, made cover certificates and provided for legalisation stamps to 
be used by the counter-intelligence units of State Security and operational units 
of the People's Police in Slovakia. 

At the end of the 70s and the beginning of the 80s, new units were added 
to the Central State Security structure. At the end of 1979, the Unit of Statistics 
and Registries was dissolved and on January 1, 1980 it was substituted by State 
Security Computer and Information Centre, with the cover name of the XIIIth  

ZNB Directorate. This was justified by "the aim to develop a homogeneously 
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PRlSLUSMKA ZBORU NÁRODNEJ BEZPEČNOSTI 
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prlriubilkav ílxmj rxkoninŕ (яцмспоин 

Ja, príslušník Zboru närodnej bezpečnosti, slávnostne prtóůlujm usmost svgjoj social is  
ticke| vlast! - Československej socialistickej republike, robotníckej triede a vSeUufami prácu 
jícenni fudu vedení mu Korujnlstlckoii stratuj Československa. 

Sľubujem, że budem čestným, udatným a disciplinovaným prfpluSnikorrł Zboru národný 
bospcCnosii, íe budom neochvejne chráni( jocíalEsUcké spoločenské • štátne zriadenie, zd 
кол né práva obíonov a verejný půriudíjk. 

Budom zdokanaravaf Hvoju politickú prlpj-avenosť го základe mar*IsmU'lenínismu, tinaveft  
svojho všeobecného aj odborného vzdelania o dba f na svaju Lnjzíhnnnns(. Ptľsne budem ochro  
RTU vat StóLns о ЕЬЁПЬПЙ tůlamrtvo. 

Undem vjety roibodne bo|ovof proti nepriateľom svojej socialistickej vlasti, nepriateľom  
Zväzu iovlctskycli socialistických rapubllk a ostatných spojeneckých socialistických krafln. Bu- 
dem ochraňovať prioteГ51 vo o upevňoval spolilprítu 9 ludom Zväzu sovietskych socialistických 
republik e ostatných spojeneckých soclol Istických krajin a bojový zväzok s Ich ozbrojen f ml  
bazpaCnostnýml zbormi, 

Vynaložím vletky svoje sily a schopnosti o som pripravený nasadit i ilvot v boji za  
zdujmy Československú) socialistickej republiky o pri pfnenl jej intemocionůlnych zdvazkov, 
v bojí ta vjTazslvo mloru a komunizmu. 

T A K P R Í S A H A M I 

v BeisjíeJ Bystrici 1,10.1901 

ррог. Нуžа Ján 

fotwdHilwn, ls Uko prhtdio auio vpfcvkr>4 v rrolei pťiic-lWMU. 

Oath of the State Security 
members in the 1980s  

Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 
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Bratislava Five (in Slovak: 
Bratislavská päťka) - The last 
attempt of the Communist regime 
in Slovakia to terrify and discourage 
anti-regime activists was arresting the 
members of the so-called Bratislava 
Five in August 1989. The Bratislava 
Five included: Ján Čarnogurský  
leading Catholic activist and lawyer; 
Miroslav Kusý the former member 
of the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party signatory and spokesman of 
Charter 77; Hana Ponická, dissident 
and writer, Anton Selecký a Catholic 
publicist and an engaged layman; and 
Vladimir Maňák, a former member of 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party. 
On August 21,1989 they wanted to 
bring flowers and wreaths to those 
places where soldiers of the Warsaw 
Pact troops shot down demonstrating 
citizens in August 1968. Apart for this 
they took an active part in the anti-

regime operation in the community 
of Pred mier, where there was the only 
statue of Milan R. Štefánik.  
On July 21,1989, in front of that 
statue, a public meeting was organised 
requesting free elections and 
respecting the personality of Štefánik.  
The above mentioned five persons were 
arrested by State Security on August 
14,1989. They were accused of the 
criminal act of encouraging revolt. 
Both Ján Čarnogurský and Miroslav  
Kusý were arrested at the time of 
investigation, and Čarnogurský was 
kept there until the Velvet Revolution. 
On the one hand, taking criminal 
proceedings against the Bratislava Five 
made it possible for the opposition 
streams in Slovakia to unite, and on the 
other hand, it became clear that the 
regime; although using slogans about 
perestroika; would not hesitate to use 
state power to terrify its opponents. 

If the monitoring of selected 
persons brought about 'suspicious' 
circumstances, the State Security 
members reacted by conducting home 
searches, during which 'harmful' and 
'anti-state' materials were confiscated. 
State Security members breaking into 
houses or flats for a razzia considered 
all literature brought from the West, 
books written by exiles, religious 
publications or manuscript works by 
proscribed authors to be 'harmful'. Just 
to have them in libraries at home was 
enough to have a problem. 

We may give an example of an 
operation against the historian 
Jozef Jablonický; as well as 'harmful 
materials' his own unfinished works 
were confiscated during the house 
search. State Security was able to 
fabricate the existence of 'anti-state 
materials' during the house search. 
Even headache pills could be said 
to be explosive planned to be used 
to meet terrorist aims, if there was 
any suspicion of anti-state activities 
and the investigators needed to 
manufacture an accusation 



Example - a commitment 
of collaboration 

Source: Nation's Memory 
Institute (ÚPN) Archive 
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organised, uniform and systematic procedure in the implementation and use 
of the computer technology within the sub-system of State Security, as well 
as in strengthening the central organising work". After the Federal Ministry 
of the Interior was reorganised as of March 1, 1982, that centre was included 
in the Secretariat of the Federal Ministry of the Interior. At the beginning of 
August 1986 it was substituted by the units of integrated information system 
(IIS) projection of State Security and People's Police, and the IIS departments 
and groups of financial management, social information, communications, 
construction production and air operation. The projection units were intended 
to coordinate and provide for developing integrated information systems, to 
make assessments of automated and non-automated databases in accordance 
with the requirements of the users and to propose corresponding measures. 

A year later, on January 1, 1981 a Counter-intelligence Directorate for the 
Fight against Extraordinary and Special Forms of Criminal Activities (14th ZNB  
Directorate) was established in relation to the growing activities of terrorist groups. 
Within that Directorate there was a specialised Unit of Special Designation (from 
1982 it was called a Special Designation Force). The Directorate was dissolved 
at the end of 1985. The operational work concerning terrorism was taken over 
by the IInd ZNB Directorate; the renamed Special Designation Unit was included 
in the Ministry of the Interior Troops Directorate as a special unit of National 
Security Corps. 

In May 1988 the Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 
adopted Resolution no. 130 on the principles and the procedure of reducing 
staff in central bodies. It was decided to reduce the staff at ministries by 30% and 
to reduce the number of Deputy Ministers. The last reorganisation of the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior was launched as a result of to that resolution. It began 
with the reduction of deputy ministers from five to three. All deputy ministers, 
with the exception of Alojz Lorenc, the 1st Deputy Minister, were withdrawn from 
their offices. At the beginning of June two former Regional Heads of National 
Security Corps in Ostrava and in Brno were appointed to those vacant positions 
of deputy ministers; František Kind (from June 1) and Stanislav Nezval (from 
June 10). According to the regulation adopted by the Minister of the Interior 
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in October 1979, the Department of 
State Borders Protection, the Passport Control Department, and Airport Control 
Department were included among the base units of National Security Corps and 
the units of State Security. 

By 1986 there were large staff numbers at central units of the Czechoslovak 
Ministry of the Interior. In the units of the Federal Ministry of the Interior there 
were 16,783 job positions, 5,345 being the jobs within State Security and 5,358  
werejobswith Border Guard units. After reducing staff in 1969, the security sector 
had 5,910 job positions (in comparison to 9,894 in 1968). But in following years 
this tendency increased. In 1971 there were 8,995 job positions, while in 1976  
there were 15,137 (by then the Border Guard was also included in the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior). By 1981 there were altogether 16,164 jobs altogether, 
and by 1986 there were 16,519 jobs. 



Organisational structure of State Security Regional Directorate of the National 
Security Corps Košice from July 1st, 1971 until December 31st, 1974 

State Security Directorate 
management Head and deputy 

Division of Interior Affairs 
providing methodological command and checking the observance of principles by 
State Security Directorate, stipulated by the Ministry of the Interior administrative 
rules principles 

Division of analyses, 
statistics and registries 

operational registry of the files and persons, elaboration of statistical reports, 
providing information flow within State Security Directorate, and to superior bodies 

Ist Unit 
Department 1: against the intelligence services of the USA, Federal Republic 
of Germany, Austria, Great Britain, France and other capitalistic countries, 
diplomats from Western countries. 

Department 2: visa foreigners, CENTER, protection of Soviet troops, management 
of the Department of Passport Control; 

Department 3: travels abroad, emigration, home-comers; 

IInd Unit Department 1: youth, higher schools and universities, science, culture, anti-state 
documents, hostile persons; 

Department 2: church, sects, religions (within the respective region, 
but also in relation to foreign countries); 

Department 3: emigrant organisations (those supporting ideas of the Hlinka Slovak 
People's Party and the idea of independent Slovak state, Ukrainian-nationalistic, 
Zionist - within the region, but also in relation to foreign countries); 
Department 4: state secret protection, sabotage, extraordinary events, protection 
of the socialist economy, and internal secret service (transport, communications, 
energetics); 
surveillance 

VIth Unit intelligence service technology 
Division 1: operational technology 
Division 2: checking the correspondence 

State Security 
Divisions: 

Prešov, Poprad, Spišská Nová Ves, Michalovce, Rožňava, Humenné, 
Čierna nad Tisou, Trebišov 

State Security groups: Bardejov, Vranov, Svidník, Stará Ľubovňa 

Division of Passport 
Control: 

Čaňa - Hraničná pri Hornáde, Slovenské Nové Mesto, Čierna nad Tisou, Vyšné 
Nemecké, Javorina, Poprad - Tatry (airport), Mníšek nad Popradom 
(part of counter-intelligence service until June 12th, 1973) 

State Security Airport 
Control Divisions Košice, Poprad - Tatry (from September 1st, 1972). 



Safe and rented houses were the flats, 
or offices in buildings of authorities 
and institutions that were used for 
secret meetings of State Security 
members (so-called 'control 
bodies') with reliable, experienced 
and thoroughly checked secret 
collaborators. Safe houses were 
administered by the Ministry of the 
Interior. The actual users of those flats 
were State Security members, who 
took on false identities, for reasons of 
their own confidentiality. Safe houses 
belonged to civilians who, after making 
an agreement with State Security, 
committed themselves to provide 
their flats to be used for the needs of 
the ŠtB. Safe and rented houses were 
selected by State Security mainly with 
respect to carrying out absolutely 
confidential meetings. These flats were 
usually located in standard apartments 
and houses. According to State 
Security regulations they could not be 

located in buildings belonging to the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, other 
political parties or state authorities. 
State Security member, as well as secret 
collaborators visiting the safe or rented 
house agreed to a fictive reason for the 
visit in advance, the so-called 'legend', 
that should make people living in 
neighbouring flats believe there were 
reliable reasons why unknown people 
frequently visited a house. The use of 
safe and rented flats was terminated in 
cases where the location of the flat was 
disclosed, e.g. if the secret collaborator 
emigrated, or if other persons who 
knew that the flat was used by State 
Security revealed this fact. State 
Security units had records about 3.149  
flats in Slovakia in the period from 
1954 until 1989 (1.123 safe flats and 
646 rented flats in Bratislava, 815 safe 
flats and 117 rented flats in Banská  
Bystrica, and 316 safe flats and 132  
rented flats in Košice). 

Legends: 
„а/ Information for the control body: Major VELICKÝ, undercover name Ján  
BYBČANYI, shall act as a person living in the safe flat. The doorkeeper shall be 
informed that the control body has been working with the company STAVOPROJEKT, 
operating in whole Slovakia. The control body shall use this legend in case he gets 
in contact with other people living in the house. 

b/ Information for the collaborator: NERUDA - Collaborator who will come to the 
flat for meetings, will be informed how to behave when getting in contact with 
other people living in the house, in case they would ask him about the reason of his 
visit. He will tell them visiting his colleague in relation to elaboration of a project, 
a design of a garage or a garden house." 
(Safe flat called SHOP, in Slovak OBCHOD, located at Dunajská Street no. 2 in 
Bratislava). 



Map of safe houses and 
rented houses used by 

the State security in 
Bratislava 

Source: ÚPN 
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„On the door of the flat called "KYJEV"  
there is a door name plate of J. P. 
Khorkov. When a person visits the flat, 
a legend may be used that the secret 
collaborator or the operational worker 
is a friend/colleague of J. P. Khorkov 
who works at the Trade Representation 
of the USSR in Bratislava. This is why 
Chrokov travels a lot and he makes 
the flat available to his colleagues 
to use it for their occasional business 
negotiations. Or it may be claimed, 
depending on the concrete situation, 

that J. P. Khorkov gave the flat keys 
to a friend asking him to water the 
plants in his flat during his absence, 
caused by frequent business meetings 
abroad. In case of questions asked by 
the people living in the house, it is 
necessary to give an indefinite answer 
so that they cannot find out what 
J. P. Khorkov looks like and when 
he stays in the flat. One can say he 
is a diplomat and so is very busy." 
(Rented flat called "KYJEV" located at 
Hollého Street no. 9 in Bratislava). 

Numbers of staff, members of State Security Directorates of Regional ZNB  
Directorates in Slovakia and in Czechoslovakia as of March 1st, 1988 

ŠtB Unit Staff External 
enemy 

Internal 
enemy 

Economy 
protection Surveillance Intelligence service 

technology 
Bratislava 250 50 50 80 XIIth Directorate XIIth Directorate 
Banská Bystrica 201 29 29 34 28 46 
Košice 223 32 32 38 36 41 
Regions in the ČSSR 2,879 501 451 532 341 460 

The organisational structure of the XIIth National Security Corps Directorate 
was significantly changed in relation to the complex reorganisation of the units 
of the Federal Ministry of the Interior and the ZNB in autumn 1988. Alojz Lorenc,  
the 1st Deputy Minister of Czechoslovakia was authorised to develop a plan for 
reorganisation. The final proposal on changes to be implemented within the 
management and the organisational structure of the Federal Ministry of the 
Interior and its staff was submitted by Vratislav Vajnar, the Federal Minister of the 
Interior, to the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party to be 
discussed and approved on July 19, 1988. The proposal was expected to reduce 
the number of units at the headquarters of the Federal Ministry of the Interior by 
34%, to reduce the number of heads of directorates, their deputies, heads of units 
and their deputies by 29 (i.e. by 25%), to reduce the number of head positions in 
central units by 172 persons (i.e. by more than 30%) and to reduce the number 
of job positions by 816. The new organisational structure was implemented at 
the Federal Ministry of the Interior on August 1st, 1988. The Federal Minister of 
the Interior Vratislav Vajnar dissolved all 38 original units at the Federal Ministry 
of the Interior and the National Security Corps, and established 24 units at the 



Federal Ministry of the Interior which were subordinated to the Ministry. Among 
the units of State Security, it was the counter-intelligence service where most 
of the changes were implemented. The IInd ZNB Directorate (Fight against the 
External Enemy), the Xth ZNB Directorate (Fight against the Internal Enemy), the 
XIth ZNB Directorate (Protection of the Czechoslovak Economy) and the Unit of 
State Security Integrated Information System merged, and the Central Counter-
intelligence Directorate with an undercover name of the IInd ZNB Directorate 
was established. Three operational units of the XIIth Directorate merged in the 
Counter-intelligence Unit (Ist unit). Two units, the Unit of Intelligence Technology 
and the Unit of Checking the Correspondence and of Expertises merged and the 
Unit of Intelligence Service Technological Operations and Expertises (IIIrd unit) 

Organisational structure of State Security Directorate of the Regional 
Directorate of the National Security Corps Košice since January 1st, 1975: 

The Unit for the fight against the 
external enemy was divided into four 
divisions. The first one dealt with 
intelligence services of the USA, 
Great Britain and France, contacted 
the embassies and consulates of 
so-called capitalist countries and 
helped with the protection of the 
troops of the USSR. The second 
division focused on the intelligence 
services of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Austria and other so-called 
capitalist countries. The third division 
dealt with visa foreigners, assembly 
workers, businessmen, custom-houses, 
machinations with foreign currencies 
and the centre CENTER. The fourth 
division was responsible for foreign 
travel, emigrants and home-comers. 
The Unit for the Fight Against the 
Internal Enemy was divided into three 
divisions. The first dealt with right-wing 
opportunism, science and culture, mass 
media, education, sports and Zväzarm  
(Association for the cooperation with 
the army). The second dealt with issues 
of Zionism, Organisation of Ukrainian 

Nationalists, the NTS, dissolved 
political parties, sentenced agents of 
hostile intelligence services, protection 
of revivalist parties within the 
National Front, anti-state documents, 
anonymous and threatening letters, 
terror, illegal armaments and hostile 
persons. The third division worked on 
issues of churches and sects. The Unit 
for the Protection of the Socialist 
Economy provided for the counter-
intelligence protection of objects and 
institutions of the pre-production 
area, transport and communications 
(1st division), counter-intelligence 
protection and work on objects of 
metallurgy, engineering, energetics, 
geological research, uranium and 
chemistry (2nd division), regime 
protection of confidential facts and 
extraordinary events (3rd division). State  
Security departments were located  
in Prešov, Poprad, Spišská Nová Ves, 
Rožňava, Michalovce, Trebišov  
and Humenné. State Security groups  
were dislocated in Bardejov, 
Svidník and Vranov nad Topľov. 



In the 80s the 'normalisation' 
regime was designed to persuade 
the international community that 
the international agreements and 
treaties on human rights, signed by 
the Communist regime, were being 
observed. State Security persecuted 
people drastically who provided 
foreign media with information 
about the real political situation in 
Czechoslovakia, especially about the 
corruption, economic criminality and 
human rights infringements. In 1983  
State Security revealed a channel in 
West Slovakia which had been used 
to send reports on political cases in 
that region to the broadcasters of the 
Voice of America. After an intensive 
investigation, an anti-state group was 

constructed from accused persons and 
they were judged in a trial known as 
'Novotný and accomplices'. The 'group 
consisted of friends of Novotný who 
provided him with information about 
the real character of the Communist 
regime based on their own experiences. 
The official wording of the accusation 
was: "hostility against the social 
and political establishments in the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, 
subversive activities against the social 
system in the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic in cooperation with foreign 
powers." Tibor Novotný, as the head of 
the anti-state group, was sentenced in 
a manipulated trial to 5 years in prison 
and Vojtech Ottmar to 8 months in 
prison. 

-Я..ШЯ 

State Security also intensively 
monitored Hungarian independent 
initiatives in fighting for the rights of 
the Hungarian national minority in 
Slovakia, and being in the opposition 
towards the regime. Such anti-regime 
activities included revealing cases of 
discrimination against minorities and 
protests against those measures that 
caused the discrimination, mostly in 
the field of education. This was why it 
was difficult for Hungarian dissidents 
to cooperate with the Czech and 
Slovak dissent, because the Hungarian 

minority was being marginalised. 
Except for criticizing laws on education, 
Hungarian initiatives intensified also 
in relation to their refusal of the 
Gabčíkovo - Nagymaros waterworks 
project that was launched in 1977.  
In March 1978, the activist Miklós  
Duray initiated the establishment 
of the Committee for the Protection 
of Hungarian Minority Rights in 
Czechoslovakia, protesting against 
the supposed attempts of the Slovak 
authorities to Slovakize the education 
system. 

was established. The Unit of Surveillance got a new undercover name: it was 
called the IInd Unit. The counter-intelligence service in Bratislava operated with 
that structure until the events of November 1989. 

The XIIth ZNB Directorate shared its seat with State Security Directorate of 
the Regional Directorate of the National Security Corps Bratislava, the district 
unit of State Security and other units of the ZNB located at Februárového 
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1989 State Security Work  
Plan against people with 

"opposition" opinions 
Source: Nation's Memory 

Institute (ÚPN) Archive 



The destruction of documents was 
a natural part of the administrative 
procedures at State Security units 
during the whole period of from 
1948 until 1989. The extraordinary 
destruction of documents taking place 
in December 1989 was realised under 
the impression that the fall of the 
regime was about to occur, and this 
was de facto confirmed by a successful 
general strike on November 27,1989.  
It was in the evening hours of 
December 1,1989 when Lorenc  
issued an order to destroy 'vital' files 
and "materials that would have a 
compromising character with regard 
to the current political arrangement." 
Some days later, on December 6, the 
Head the Central Counter-intelligence 
Directorate in Prague, Karel Vykypel  
ordered the immediate destruction 
of both 'vital' and archived 'hostile 
persons' files. According to Alojz  
Lorenc, the purpose of destroying 
the documents was to prevent 
their misuse for 'politicking' and 
compromising people. The real purpose 
of those extraordinary destructions 
was to hide the evidence of the misuse 
of information for the benefit 

of the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia and for harassing 
politically inconvenient persons. 
The public learned about the 
liquidation of documents and there 
were even reports on the TV. The 
Ministry of the Interior claimed it 
was a regular planned destruction 
of documents. In Bratislava, lorries 
piled with documents stored in black 
bags were leaving the building of the 
XIIth Directorate for the crematorium 
in Bratislava or the paper-works in 
Štúrovo, where they were destroyed. 
Under public pressure, František Pine, 
the Minister of the Interior, issued 
an order instructing his deputy 
ministers to stop those destructions. 
The measure was stopped on 
December 8 by an instruction of 
Alojz Lorenc reasoning that "the 
destruction of documents could be 
misused against the Federal Ministry 
of the Interior." But even this instruction 
was not fully respected by all ŠtB units. 
Destroying the documents caused 
irreversible damage to the assessment 
of the period of Communist totality, 
especially with regard to the period 
between the 'normalisation' and 1989. 

víťazstva Street in Bratislava (today the building where the Presidium of Police 
Forces of the Slovak Republic is located). From the middle of 1974 it was led 
by Ján Kováč, the former Head of the Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava. 
When he was appointed Deputy Federal Minister of the Interior in June 1979,  
he was substituted by Jozef Vavro. He worked as the Head of the Counter-
intelligence Directorate in Bratislava until April 1986 when he, after making an 
agreement with the Federal Minister of the Interior, retired. A complex inspection 
was planned at the Directorate, and as it was found that special financial means 
that should have been used for agency-operational activities being misused, the 
whole management of operational sections was withdrawn from office (heads, 
and also senior special officers). The position of the Head of the Directorate was 
taken over by Štefan Homola, the Head of State Security Directorate. He left 



that position on February 9,1990 and was substituted by Jaroslav Svěchota, the 
former State Security member, who was dismissed in the purge of 1968, and later 
became an agent of State Security. 

Regional State Security units in Slovakia operated within regional ZNB  
Directorates in Bratislava, Banská Bystrica and Košice, without any major 
organisational changes until July 1971. These included the Division of interior 
affairs, the Division of statistics and registries, the Counter-intelligence unit (IInd 

unit), the Surveillance Unit (IVth unit), the Intelligence Technology Unit (VIth unit), 
and State Security Division or districts groups. In the new organisational structure 
of State Security, territorial units in the separate Ist unit were established for 
tasks dedicated to the fight against hostile intelligence services. The surveillance 
and intelligence-technological operations were transferred from State Security 
Directorate in Bratislava to the Central State Security Directorate in the SSR.  
There were departments of passport control within State Security Directorate 
that were included in the powers of the Central Border Guard and State Border 
Protection Directorate in the middle of June 1973. Dueto aircraft hijacks and the 
necessity to secure the civil air transport, State Security Airport Control Units 
were established in September 1972, in Slovakia in Bratislava, Košice, Piešťany,  
Poprad, Lučenec, Sliač, and later also in Žilina - Hričov. 

In relation to organisational changes at central counter-intelligence 
Directorates in July 1974, a new organisation of territorial State Security units was 
implemented at the beginning of the following year. State Security Directorates 
located in the Central and East Slovakia regions included not only the Division 
of Interior Affairs and the Division of Analyses, Statistics and Registries, but also 
the Unit For the Fight Against the External Enemy (Ist unit), Unit for the Fight 
Against the Internal Enemy (IInd unit), the Unit Protection of the Socialist Economy 
(IIIrd unit), the Surveillance Unit (IVth unit), and the Intelligence Service Technology 
Unit (VIth unit). State Security Directorate of the Regional ZNB Directorate had 
a similar organisational structure, with the exception of the Surveillance Unit 
and the Intelligence Service Technology Unit, which were parts of the XIIth ZNB  
Directorate. In the middle of 1980, District State Security units in Bratislava, 
Košice and Banská Bystrica were transferred from the organisational structure 
of Prague Foreign Intelligence Service to the structures of ŠtB Directorates of 
regional ZNB Directorates. 

In October 1977 district ZNB Directorates, as the lowest management units 
of security units management in Czechoslovakia were established, in accordance 
with an order issued by the Federal Minister of the Interior, the Minister of the 
Interior of the Czech Socialist Republic and the Minister of the Interior of the 
Slovak Socialist Republic. District ZNB Directorates had their seats in district 
towns. They were divided into functional units (the Division of Interior Affairs, the 
Financial Division) and executive units, such as the State Security Department and 
Passports and Visa Division as units of State Security, the Division of the People's 
Police and its Investigation Division. In Bratislava district ZNB Directorates were 
established and in Košice a municipal ZNB Directorate. In the region of West 
Slovakia there were State Security departments in Galanta, Nové Zámky, Nitra, 



Komárno, Trenčín, Senica and Trnava. In the region of central Slovakia there were 
six ŠtB division (Martin, Prievidza, Žilina, Považská Bystrica, Zvolen, Liptovský  
Mikuláš) and four dislocated ŠtB groups (Dolný Kubín, Rimavská Sobota,  
Lučenec, Žiar nad Hronom). In the region of East Slovakia there were six ŠtB  
division (Poprad, Prešov, Humenné, Spišská Nová Ves, Michalovce, Rožňava) and  
two dislocated groups (Trebišov, Bardejov). In relation to the need to protect 
nuclear power plants in the territory of Slovakia a State Security Unit located in 
Trnava and Levice was established. 

The leadership in power perceived the events of November 17, 1989 after 
the intervention at Národní třída in Prague with unconcealed fear, documented 
by the activation of State Security and the announcement of nationwide 
operations that had been prepared long ago for the case of extraordinary state-
security situations. They concentrated on the protection of electronic media (the 
operation VLNA - WAVE) and economic objects, or preventing the citizens from 
being influenced by the organisers of massive anti-socialist events (the operation 
KRUH - CIRCLE). Also, State Security units could activate a network of agents and 
increase the flow of information. ŠtB tried to penetrate newly established political 
and economic structures. Its members monitored and recorded demonstrations 
taking place on the squares. They tried to monitor committees organising strikes, 
to reveal its members, connections to the opposition and detect prepared 
operations. State Security tried to prevent the general strike (which two thirds of 
inhabitants eventually took part in). ŠtB planned to launch a 'reduced variant' of 
the operation NORBERT and to isolate selected KSČ opponents. At the end the 
regime did not have courage to take that step. 

After the successful general strike on December 27, 1989 the only option 
for State Security was to recognise the internal political situation and adapt 
to changed conditions. State Security then tried to disconnect itself from the 
policy of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. 
Also, some of the agents and confidants hesitated as to whether to continue 
with their collaboration, or to fully refuse it. Political negotiations between the 
representatives of the Communist regime and opposition movements such as 
Public against Violence and the Civic Forum caused a change in the society from 
the point of view of political power. The fall of the Czechoslovak Communist Party 
and loss of its power brought about the end of State Security. Public opinion 
demanded that the Communists withdraw and as a result Alojz Lorenc, the 1st 

Deputy Federal Minister of the Interior stopped operational activities related 
to the fight against the internal enemy with immediate effect on December 
11, 1989. In the middle of January 1990, special commissions were established, 
composed of re-activated State Security members, to develop a transformation 
of State Security and facilitate its adaptation to new conditions. In January 1990,  
personnel changes were made in leading positions. Many ŠtB members retired, 
and some waited to take up positions as reservists. Some were released from the 
organisation in 1990; while others were transferred to new intelligence service 
structures. The State Security units were finally dissolved by the Federal Minister 
of the Interior Richard Sacher on February 15,1990. 
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Teodor Baláž (1917 - 1994). After completing school, he worked as draughtsman in 
a cable producing factory in Bratislava. Baláž participated in the illegal communist 
movement, and in 1943, was interrogated for trying to fly out of the country in a 
military plane. He participated in establishing the Albín Grznár partisan brigade, 
cooperating with Jozef Trojan and Viliam Žingor15. Baláž went to the USSR in 1944,  
and returned to Slovakia in March 1945. In the USSR, he probably received some 
certain intelligence training. On returning to Košice, he began working with the 
2nd unit of the National Security Corps. Shortly afterwards, he was transferred to 
Bratislava, and was appointed the head of I I / l division, and then the political (state-
security) section of the 2nd division within the National Security HQ, where he was 
made deputy head of sections led by Štefan Feja and Jozef Ilčík. Subsequently, he 
became the head of the 1st division of 1st section of VIth or VIIth Unit and also deputy 
Section Director. In 1947-1948, Baláž was appointed head of the Z-XIV unit (Internal 
Political Intelligence). Later, he became deputy head of BA unit (State Security) within 
the Internal Affairs Commission, and since 1st January 1949 he was also appointed 
BAa group head (Internal State Security). He was also the head of the so called ST 
group whose aim was to search for enemies among Communist Party members 
and officials. From 1st April 1950, Baláž was acting director of the BA unit within the 
Internal Affairs Commission, and once the command units were cancelled in Slovakia, 
he became the Deputy Minister for National Security under Gen. Josef Pavlo, was the 
Minister responsible. From early September 1950, he attended the Political School 
in Prague for two years. Early in April of 1951, Baláž was arrested, and was later 
also convicted in the Oskar Valášek trial. He was released from prison in 1960, and 
rehabilitated in 1963. After that, he worked in Považské strojárne16 

Matej Bél, originally Móric Blumenfeld (1914 - ?). After completing elementary 
school in 1933, he moved to Palestine, worked as an unskilled worker and joined the 
local communist party. Gradually, he came into conflict with other members of the 
community, and with the British authorities. In 1938, he returned to Slovakia, and 
worked as a sales representative for various companies, between 1940 and 1944. He 
also hejoined the illegal communist movement, and from 1941, used a different name 
that he kept after the war ended. After the Slovak National Uprising was broken up, 
hejoined the partisan brigade "Za slobodu Slavianov17" led by Captain Valianský, as 
an intelligence officer. Early in February of 1945, he reached Košice and was assigned 
to organise the militia there. Later, he became a security officer within the Košice  
National Committee, and soon became the deputy commander of local National 
Security. Bél participated in building the National Security, in particular its security 
and intelligence unit comprising partisans and members of the Slovak Communist 
Party. In August 1945, he was transferred from the National Security Command for 
Eastern Slovakia to the Secret Service of National Security HQ, 2nd division. After the 
political intelligence and state security unit within the Internal Affairs Commission 
was established, he held several important functions; including being the deputy 
commander of the 1st division within the VIth Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission. 
In 1949 he was the head of the so called Small State Security and in December 
1949 he was appointed the BAa group commander (internal state security) within the 
Internal Affairs Commission. At the end of March 1950, Bél left the police corps, and 
became the head of the Press Department within the Internal Affairs Commission. 

15 Transl. note: famous Slovak partisans, members of the Slovak Communist Party. 
16 Transl. note: machine Works in Slovakia. 
17 Transl. note: may be translated as „For the freedom of the Slavs". 



Šimon Čermák 

In March 1951, he was arrested by State Security, accused of being a Zionist and 
of having engaged in anti-state activities. He was convicted during the Oskar  
Valášek trial. When released from prison in 1960, he worked as economic expert in 
an agricultural cooperative. In October of 1963, Bél was rehabilitated. In 1964, he 
received disability pension. Bél died in Israel. His memoirs were published under the 
title Essays From Behind the Bars (1969). 

Martin Benček (1923 - 2003). Joined the National Security Corps on 6th May 1946,  
and at the end of the same year, he was assigned to the guarding unit of the District 
National Security HQ in Bratislava, and supervised the representatives of the Slovak 
Republic 1939-1945 who were tried (Jozef Tiso, Martin Sokol, and Ferdinand Čatloš).  
In January of 1949, he joined the Regional State Security HQ in Prešov as political 
intelligence officer (2nd division), and in October of 1950, was appointed its head. 
In 1952, Benček became the head of the IInd unit. In May 1953 he was appointed 
deputy and in July 1953 Head of the Regional State Security HQ in Košice. After the 
State Security restructuring in January of 1954, Benček was appointed the head of 
Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Košice. Due to various negative 
personal features and his rather dictatorial leadership methods, he was not very 
popular among the staff. In 1956-1957, he attended the one year operative school 
of the KGB in Moscow. Since March 1963, he was appointed head of the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Banská Bystrica. In 1966, he was forced to 
leave, and then appointed to less important positions. However, Benček was not 
satisfied with his grade, and finally in 1979 he left the National Security Corps and 
retired, after 33 years of active service. 

Šimon Čermák, originally Porges (1924 - 2008). After finishing elementary school, 
he worked as an unskilled labourer in a labour camp for Jews in the city of Nováky.  
He was involved with the illegal communist movement and helped to smuggle 
weapons into the camp. At the end of August 1944, he joined a partisan unit as a 
reconaissance officer. In April of 1945, after coming to Košice, he was assigned to 
National Security, based on an order issued by Š. Gažík from the Slovak Communist 
Party Central Committee, despite the fact that he was under 21, which was the lower 
age limit. There, he worked as executive and later as officer with the 5th department of 
the 1st division within the VIth Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission. From February 
of 1946 until the end of 1947, Čermák led a group in the 1st department of the 1st 

division within the VIth Unit. In the first two months in 1948, he worked with the so 
called Slovak Department of the Ministry of Interior led, by B. Pokorný. In February 
of 1948, he actively participated in the coup d'etat, being in charge of connection 
with Slovakia, and also organised the action committee with the Ministry of Postal 
Services. After returning to Bratislava, he led the Department of Fight Against the 
Western Foreign Intelligence Services within the Defence secret service of the IIIrd 

Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission. From January of 1949, he was in charge of 
the 1st department of the State Security unit within the Internal Affairs Commission. 
After restructuring (since August 1950), he was appointed acting deputy of the 
Regional State Security HQ, and was in charge of operative activities of State Security 
units in Bratislava. On 30th April 1951, he was arrested, and later convicted in the 
Oskar Valášek trial. While serving his sentence, he was recruited by State Security 
as an agent. In 1958 Čermák was released from prison, and he was rehabilitated in 
October of 1963. Next year he moved to Israel, where he died in 2008. Čermák wrote 
his memoires, which, however, were not published in Slovak language. 



Štefan Demjan 

Ondrej Dovina 

Štefan Demjan (1923 - 1996). Originally a worker, he joined the Communist Party 
in April of 1945 and worked at the Regional Committee of the Slovak Communist 
Party in Jesenské. Having completing alternative military service, he "enhanced" his 
political profile by attending a course at the Central Political School of the Slovak 
Communist Party in Bojnice. After that, though still very young, he was appointed to 
the position of head secretary of the District Committee of the Slovak Communist 
Party in Šafárikovo, and was there during the communist putsch. After the coup 
d'etat, Demjan became an officer with the Organisational Department of the Regional 
Committee of the Slovak Communist Party, in Banská Bystrica. In 1950, he graduated 
at the Communist Party University of Politics in Prague, and was appointed head of 
Defence department within the Central Committee of the Slovak Communist Party 
in Bratislava. As a promising cadre, in 1952, Demjan left for Moscow to study at the 
USSR Communist Party University of Politics. After returning, he was appointed head 
of the 1st department of the Regional Committee of the Slovak Communist Party in 
Banská Bystrica. In 1956, when it was decided to transfer the party officials to the 
State Security machinery, in order to enhance its political control. Štefan Demjan 
took over the position of deputy Minister of the Interior in April of 1956, and as such, 
he became responsible for investigation, technical units, control of mail, and the 
issues of passports and visa. Demjan kept this position in the sixties. Firstly, he was 
sceptical about the "process of renewal", and was in opposition to Josef Pavel, the 
Minister. In June 1968, Demjan was recalled from his position, though he remained 
with the Ministry, and took over the surveillance unit in July. After the Warsaw Pact 
invasion, he claimed to be of conservative opinions, though certain steps he took 
seemed to suggest that this was doubtful. Screening commissions cancelled his 
membership in the Czechoslovak Communist Party, which was reconfirmed after he 
was recalled from his position. In May of 1970, Demjan was formally recalled from 
the position of head of surveillance unit, but he still remained with the Ministry of 
Interior, and worked in the Passport and visa department with the Regional National 
Security Directorate in Prague. He retired in 1978. 

Ondrej Dovina (1925 - 2011). Worker; joined the National Security Corps in 
September of 1948, and attended the 1st level National Security School in Poprad,  
and underwent intelligence training Nové Město nad Metují. Between April 1949  
and March 1960, he worked with the Regional State Security HQ (After the 1954  
restructuring this became the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior) in 
Prešov. From October 1949, he was head of its 5th department, and from 1952 its 
deputy head. In May of 1953, he became the head of the Department of Internal 
Intelligence, and from February 1956, deputy head of the Regional Directorate of the 
Ministry of the Interior. In 1957, Dovina attended a one year KGB operative school in 
Moscow. After administrative restructuring and merger of the Regional Directorate 
of Ministry of Interior in Prešov and Košice, in April 1960, he was appointed deputy 
head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior for operative activities. 
From May 1966, Dovina was the head of State Security in Eastern Slovakia, and from 
February 1969, head of the Central Foreign Intelligence Directorate in Slovakia. 
From July 1974 until April 1984, Dovina was the first deputy head of the Central 
Secret Service Directorate. In May 1984, he was transferred to the position of senior 
specialist in the first department of organisational and operative unit of the National 
Security Directorate for the Capital City of Bratislava and Western Slovakia. At the 
end of June of 1987, Dovina retired, as a colonel. 



Ján Hanuliak 

Michal Dudáš (1923 - ?). In April and May 1945, the National Security 2 member 
in Trnava. In July of 1947, Dudáš joined the Ministry of Interior as administrative 
assistant in the political intelligence and the state security unit within the Internal 
Affairs Commission, in Bratislava. In August of 1950, he became the commander 
of the 1st group of the IInd department within the Regional State Security HQ in 
Bratislava (Zionists, Trotskyists, and bourgeois nationalists). Since July of 1952, he 
was the head of the 1st department of IInd unit within the Regional State Security 
Directorate, and between 1952 and 1953, he was also leading special State Security 
group that was in charge of relocating people from Bratislava. Early in January of 
1953, after restructuring, Dudáš continued to work in the political intelligence sector 
as the head of 1st department. In November of 1959, he graduated from the Economic 
University in Bratislava, and in April of 1960, was appointed the head of economy 
related counter-intelligence. After unified counter-intelligence unit was established, 
in March of 1964, he became the deputy head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry 
of interior in Bratislava. From May of 1966 until February of 1969, he was the head 
of State Security Directorate within the Regional National Security Directorate in 
Bratislava. In March of 1969, he became the deputy head of the Central State Security 
Directorate within the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic. After 
the intervention of G. Husák, in November of 1973, he was transferred to Szczecin 
(Poland), as the Federal Ministry of Interior representative. From April 1979, Dudáš  
taught in the State Security Department within the Investigation Faculty of the 
Higher School of the National Security Corps in Bratislava, and retired in September 
1981, with the rank of Colonel. 

Ján Hanuliak (1921 - 2000). He participated in battles against the Soviet Union 
during WWII as a member of the Slovak Army. At the end of October of 1943, he 
changed sides, and joined the Red Army; participating in the so called Battle of 
the Dukla Pass (Carpathian-Dukla operation) (wounded), and also in other battles 
in Slovakia. After WWII, Hanuliak acted as intelligence officer in Martin. In October 
1946, he joined the National Security Corps as commander of National Security 
field station in the village of Suchá, District of Svidník, where he organised the fight 
against the members of the so called Ukrainian Liberation Army. After completing the 
National Security Corps School, he joined the National Security station and later the 
State Security unit in the city of Lučenec. During the February events18, he was also 
in charge of telegraph connection, controlling the post office building, and arrested 
Democratic Party officials. In November 1948, he was assigned to the Regional State 
Security HQ in Banská Bystrica, and attended "enlightenment courses" in the cities 
of Litoměřice and Senec. In September 1949, he became the political secretary. In 
1950, Hanuliak participated in covering the traces of State Security crimes and in 
1951 was recalled and moved to the State Security unit in the city of Moldava nad  
Bodvou. In September 1951, he was promoted to the Regional State Security HQ in 
Košice, as head of the Eastern emigration department. From April 1955, he led the 
political counter-intelligence unit, and from July of 1955, was also temporarily the 
deputy head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior in Košice. In 1957- 
1959, Hanuliak attended the Ministry of Interior Central School of F. E. Dzerzhinsky 
in Prague, and from August of 1959, led the economic counter-intelligence unit 
within the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior in Košice. In March of 1963,  
Hanuliak was appointed deputy head of the Directorate of the Ministry of Interior for 
operative activities, and in June of 1966, was the deputy head of the State Security 

18 Transl. note: the communist putsch. 
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in Košice, and, at the same time, also the head of counter-intelligence unit. In 1968,  
after expressing pro-Soviet opinions, he cooperated closely with Soviet security 
bodies, and in March 1969, became the head of the State Security Directorate 
in Košice. In August of 1970, he became the head of the surveillance unit (IVth 

Directorate of Federal Secret Services Directorate FSSS). In February 1971, Hanuljak 
was appointed deputy and in March 1973, 1st deputy to the Federal Minister of the 
Interior. In the seventies, he participated in the Czechoslovak counter-intelligence 
restructuring, when the District National Security Directorate was established. Also, 
he participated in the so called "ASANÁCIA19" operation when the State Security 
staff forced Czechoslovak people into exile. In May of 1979, he was recalled from the 
position of the 1st deputy, and then, for two years he worked as the Federal Ministry 
of Interior representative in Moscow. He retired in 1982. 

Štefan Homola (1937 - 2011). He graduated from the school for junior cadets in 
Moravská Třebová, and from 1958 worked with the Public Security Service in the 
respective cities of Vráble and Bojnice. In 1963, Homola joined State Security in the 
city of Prievidza, where he "worked on" issues related to France and Germany. In June 
of 1970, he was appointed deputy head, and later also head (July 1974) of the State 
Security unit in Považská Bystrica. In October 1977, Homola was appointed head 
of the District National Security Corps Directorate in the same city, and one year 
later he graduated from the Communist Party University of Politics and gained the 
degree "RSDr". In July 1981, Homola became the deputy head of the State Security 
Directorate within the National Security Corps Directorate for the Capital City of 
Bratislava and Western Slovakia. In July of 1983, he was appointed the 1st deputy 
head of the National Security Corps Directorate for the Capital City of Bratislava and 
Western Slovakia, and, at the same time, the head of the State Security Directorate. 
Between August of 1968 and 9th February 1990, he led the Counter-intelligence 
Directorate in Bratislava. He was released from the National Security Corps in 1990,  
as Colonel. 

Josef Houska (1924 - ?). From 15th November 1948 he was a State Security member 
of the National Security Corps in the fight with the internal enemy. In 1953, he 
attended the State Security Central School in the USSR, and after returning from 
Moscow, on 1st February 1954, he was appointed the head of Regional Directorate of 
Ministry of Interior in Bratislava. Houska kept this position until 22nd November 1961,  
when he took over the Foreign Intelligence Central Directorate (Ist Directorate of the 
Ministry of Interior), and appointed its head. In July of 1968, he was recalled from 
this position and moved to the Research Institute of Ministry of Interior. In 1969, he 
was appointed deputy head of the intelligence unit of the Federal Secret Service 
Directorate, and in 1971, he was transferred to the VIth Directorate of the Federal 
Ministry of Interior. In 1981, Houska became the head of radio broadcasting related 
counter-intelligence. In 1985, he was released from the National Security Corps and 
retired. 

Ján Kováč (1933 - 1988). A Czechoslovak army officer, he joined the Ministry of 
Interior in September of 1963, as combat preparation officer within the Regional 
Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Banská Bystrica. From January 1966, he 
worked in the investigation unit of the State Security in Banská Bystrica, dealing 
with political crimes such as defamation of the state or of world socialist states. In 

19 Transl. note: Sanitation. 
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1969, he graduated from Faculty of Law of the Comenius University. In November 
of 1969, Kováč became the head of the 1st department - personnel and education 
-within the Central Public Security Service HQ. Since 1970, he led the Public Security 
Service Anti-riot units in the Slovak Socialist Republic. In 1972, he was appointed the 
head of the Regional National Security Directorate in Bratislava, and in June of 1974,  
became head of Counter-intelligence Directorate in Bratislava. He approved the 
establishment of a special unit in 1977, focusing on Alexander Dubček. In the spring 
of 1975, Kováč attended three months study in the KGB School in Moscow. Kováč was 
an active member of the collegiums of the Minister of Interior of the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic, a member of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Slovak 
Communist Party within the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic, and 
from 1976 was also MP in the Federal Assembly and member of its Constitution and 
legal committee. In June 1979, he became the deputy and in October of 1979 the 
1st deputy of the Federal Minister of Interior; in 1980 became a Major General. In 
October of 1985 Kováč was recalled from his position, and assigned as the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior representative in Sofia. During 1986, certain indications of 
him committing crimes were found, in relation to the so called Babinský case. He 
was recalled from Sofia, in 1987 to be interrogated, and in December 1987, he was 
charged with stealing socialist property, and later also, investigated regarding misuse 
of his rights as a public representative. In February 1988, Kováč was expelled from 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party and released from the National Security Corps. 

Štefan Lôhner (1912 - 1973). Joined the National Security Corps on 26th April 1945,  
and worked as a State Security member in Košice. Since January 1949 he worked 
as Head of the political intelligence unit of Regional State Security HQ in Košice. In 
February 1949 he was appointed deputy head of the Regional State Security HQ in 
Košice and in April 1949 in Bratislava. From August of 1950, Lohner was the head of 
the Cadre Department within the Regional State Security HQ in Prešov. From 1st July 
1952, he became the deputy head of Regional State Security HQ in Banská Bystrica. 
In mid-April 1953, Lohner was appointed deputy head of Regional State Security 
HQ in Bratislava, and in January of 1954, it is likely that he acted temporarily as the 
head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior in Bratislava. Once the new 
head of Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior, in Bratislava was appointed on 1st 

February 1954, Lohner was appointed as his deputy. From October 1955 until March 
1960, he was the head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior, in Prešov.  
In May of 1960, he was released from the National Security services, with the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

Alojz Lorenc (1939). Graduated from the school for junior cadets in Poprad, the 
artillery specialised technical apprentice school, and the apprentice school for anti-
aircraft state defence. From 1960, he was a professional soldier with the Czechoslovak 
People's Army, serving with the artillery brigade as an anti-aircraft platoon 
commander. In 1970, Lorenc graduated from the Military Academy of Antonín  
Zápotocký in Brno (in electro-technical engineering). In September 1970, he left the 
army and joined the Ministry of the Interior, where he worked as cryptographical 
expert with the Special unit (Directorate) of the Ministry of Interior (coding), and 
participated in the production of coding system for the Warsaw Pact. Since May of 
1975, he was the head of the IInd unit of the Special Directorate within the Federal 
Ministry of Interior. In October 1977, Lorenc became the head of Special Directorate 
within the Federal Ministry of Interior, and from May 1981, the head of the National 
Security Corps Directorate for the Capital city of Bratislava and Western Slovakia. In 



November of 1985, he was appointed the 1st deputy Federal Minister of the Interior, 
and besides others, controlled counter-intelligence fighting the internal enemy 
and for the protection of the socialist economy. At the end of the eighties, Lorenc  
restructured the Federal Ministry of Interior and security forces, which resulted of 
him directly leading all counter-intelligence units. In April 1989 he achieved the rank 
of Lieutenant General. His role during the so called Velvet Revolution has still not 
been satisfactorily explained. In December of 1989, he ordered an special shredding 
of the State Security documents in order to "cover the tracks and trails" of its various 
crimes. The Czechoslovak Socialist Government recalled him on 21st December 1989,  
though, paradoxically, he remained working within the Federal Ministry of Interior as 
special consultant to the Minister's Office. For his acts during the communist regime, 
Lorenc was sentenced in the Czech Republic in 1993 to four years of imprisonment, 
though being a Slovak citizen he never served his sentence. In 2002, a Slovak court 
gave him a 15 months suspended sentence. Lorenc lives in Bratislava. 

Ferdinand Mlkvy (1920 - 2000). Member of the 1st Czechoslovak Army corps in 
the USSR, and participated in the Slovak National Uprising with the paratrooper 
brigade, and in May 1945, joined the army. He was tasked with counter-intelligence. 
On 1st August 1958, Mlkvy was transferred from Ministry for National Security to 
the Ministry of Interior, and was appointed deputy head of the Regional Directorate 
of the Ministry of Interior in Bratislava. In 1961, he became its head. After the State 
Security restructuring, he became head of the Regional State Security Directorate in 
Bratislava; and in November of 1968 was recalled from this position. After that, he 
was only given less important functions within civil defence in Slovakia (head and 
deputy head of the civil defence unit). In 1976, he was released from active service, 
and has been a reservist, since then. 

Vincent Ožvolda (1931). He was born in a working class family with a childhood in 
territories that were ceded to Hungary after the Vienna Award. After completing 
elementary school in his village, in 1946, he commenced working at the Municipal 
National Committee in Šurany, in administration. Later, Ožvolda worked as the 
secretary of District Committee of the Slovak Youth Association and the District 
National Front Action Committee. In 1950, he completed the school for young cadets 
and passed the final state examination, and in 1952, completed military apprentice 
school. Early in October 1952, he was assigned to the 70th infantry battalion, and two 
weeks later was transferred to the 68th auxiliary technical battalion as military counter-
intelligence officer. Since November 1953, Ožvolda worked with the 2nd military 
circuit Directorate, counter-intelligence unit. In 1954, he attended the Central School 
of F.E.Dzeržinský in Prague, and early in May of 1956, he was appointed the head of 
Military counter-intelligence department within the Regional Military Directorate, 
in Nitra. In August 1959, Ožvolda completed a one year study in the KGB operative 
school in Moscow, and took over the position of the head of the 2nd department 
within military counter-intelligence unit. In March 1963, he was promoted to became 
head of the military counter-intelligence unit within the 2nd Military circuit. From 14th 

March 1969 until 15th July 1970, Ožvolda was deputy Minister of Interior of the Slovak 
Socialist Republic for State Security. In August of 1970, he commenced working for 
the Defence Department of the Government of the Slovak Socialist Republic as a 
special advisor on State Security and Public Security Service issues, and in April of 
1974, was appointed head of the department. From May 1975, Ožvolda worked as a 
1st level specialised mentor with anti-riot police units of the Slovak Socialist Republic. 



Ján Pobehá 

Viktor Sedmík 

At the end of June 1976, he was released from active service, with the rank of colonel. 
Ožvolda lives in Bratislava. 

• 

Eduard Pafčo (1924 - ?). Joined the National Security Corps in March 1948, and 
at the end of the same year, he was assigned to the Internal Affairs Commission 
("Jánošík" Unit). In August 1950, Pafčo was transferred to the Regional State Security 
HQ in Bratislava as group member and deputy head of the 1st department (since 8th 

April 1952). After the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior was established in 
Bratislava, Pafčo was appointed head of its IInd Unit. Since 1955, he attended the one 
year KGB operative school in Moscow. Having graduated, he took over the Regional 
Directorate of Ministry of Interior in Nitra, until 1st April 1960, when he was appointed 
deputy head for operative activities within the Regional Directorate of the Ministry 
of the Interior in Bratislava. From 1st July 1966, he was appointed head of the IVth 

unit of the National Security Regional Directorate - S-ŠtB. In March of 1969, he was 
transferred to the foreign intelligence and appointed the head of "F" Directorate. 
Early in March of 1970, Pafčo was recalled from his position, but remained working 
with "F" Directorate as a senior expert. He was released from the National Security 
Corps in February 1972. 

Ján Pobehá (1922 - 2006). Originally a carpenter, in 1944-1945 he was a member 
of the partisan brigade SIGNAL, and from June of 1946, a member of the National 
Security Corps. In February of 1950, he was transferred from the National Security 
Corps to the Regional State Security HQ in Žilina, where he became the head of 
State Security unit in the city of Čadca, between August and December 1950. In 
January of 1953, Pobehá was appointed deputy head of the IInd unit of the Regional 
State Security HQ in Žilina. In 1954, he attended a one year KGB operative school in 
Moscow, and after returning from the USSR, he took over the position of head of 
the Regional State Security HQ in Banská Bystrica. After administrative changes and 
reduction of the number of regional offices, he was transferred to the position of 
deputy head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Banská Bystrica, 
in April 1960. In July of 1960, he was transferred to Košice and appointed head of 
the foreign intelligence unit. In 1962-1964, Pobehá worked as the leader of advisors 
of the Ministry of Interior of Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in Mali. After returning 
from Africa, he took over his earlier position. From October 1968, he was the head of 
the State Security the Slovak Directorate of the Ministry of Interior, and from January 
of 1969, became head of the Central State Security HQ within the Ministry of Interior 
of the Slovak Socialist Republic. From 1st January 1969, Pobehá led the technical and 
scientific foreign intelligence, the regional units of the central foreign intelligence 
administration and its educational system, becoming the deputy head of the 1st unit 
within the Ministry of Interior. In April of 1971, he graduated from the Faculty of Law 
of the Comenius University in Bratislava. From August of 1974 until April 1981, he was 
head of the Regional Directorate of the National Security Corps in Bratislava. From 
May 1981, was the head (dean) of the Investigation Faculty of the Higher School 
of National Security Corps in Bratislava. He retired at the end of January 1987, as a 
colonel. 

Viktor Sedmík (1916 - ?). Graduated from the Higher School for Teachers, and from 
1935 was teaching at an elementary school in the city of Kokava nad Rimavicou. In 
1937-1943 Sedmík was a military officer on active duty, fighting at the Eastern Front, 
and also cooperated with the intelligence unit of the National Security Ministry. In 



Andrej Velgos 

Rudolf Viktorin 

February 1943, he was assigned to the Gendarmerie HQ; having important functions 
with the resistance gendarmerie forces. From February 1945, Sedmik worked in the 
security machinery, organising the National Security Corps in south of Slovakia, and 
later he was appointed adjutant to the National Security Head Commander. From the 
end of 1945, he was deputy Head of political intelligence and of the state security 
unit within the Internal Affairs Commission, and, at the same time, head of the IInd 

(secret service) division of the unit. From January 1949 until March 1950, Sedmik led 
the BA unit within the Internal Affairs Commission, and from April of 1950, he was 
appointed head of the economic and control unit within the Transport Commission. 
From June, he worked in the State Pedagogical Institute in Bratislava, and became a 
teacher. Early in January 1952, Sedmik was arrested and tried togetherwith the Oskar  
Valášek and accomplices. In 1959, he was released from prison, and was rehabilitated 
in 1963. He then worked in the administration of Bučina20. 

Andrej Velgos (1910 - ?). Contrary to majority of the State Security officials, he 
graduated from the Law Faculty, and had long-time experience in police work. In the 
pre-war Czechoslovakian Republic, he worked with the State Police Authority in the 
city of Nýrsko, and in the Police HQ in Prague. During the Slovak Republic, Velgos 
worked with the State Security HQ, and, among others, interrogated T. Baláž, later to 
be his colleague. Velgos helped various illegal groups (e.g. Ľ. Kukorelli, with whom 
he had family relationship; M. Barbaric, and others). After the war, he became the 
head of secret service unit within the District National Security HQ in Bratislava, and, 
until 1948 after VIth and VIIth units were established, he was appointed the head of 
intelligence unit within the IInd division (II/2). Early in March 1948, he was transferred 
to the VIth Unit within the Internal Affairs Commission. Later, he returned to the BA 
unit, and in 1950 he was transferred to the Economic Audit Administration and soon 
after that to the IVth unit of the Internal Affairs Commission and was in charge of 
public administration. 

Rudolf Viktorin (1896 - 1986). During WWI Viktorin participated in battles on 
both the Russian and Italian fronts. He later became a wood salesman for Lignum, a 
company in the city of Hodonín. Later, he became independent and lived in the city 
of Žilina. From 1926, he was a member of Social-Democratic Party. During the Slovak 
Republic21, he participated in the resistance movement, and cooperated with the 
"Flóra" group of Květa Viestová. In 1944, Viktorin actively participated in a merger 
of Slovak Social democrats and communists. He was member of the Slovak National 
Council established during the Slovak National Uprising. In 1945-1950, he was 
member of the Slovak Communist Party Central Committee. Gustav Husák, then the 
Commissioner, gave him the task of establishing a new state security service. In 1945,  
he was appointed deputy commander of the National Security Corps, head of the 2nd 

division of the National Security HQ, and the central political secret service, as well of 
the unit of state security and political intelligence of the Internal Affairs Commission. 
From January 1949 until June of 1950, he was the head of the coordination unit 
within the Internal Affairs Commission, and later, director of Drevona22, Bratislava. 
Early in January 1952, he was arrested and tried in the Oskar Valášek trial. In 1959 he 
was released from prison and was rehabilitated four years later. 

20 Transl. note: wood factory. 
21 Transl. note: WWII. 
22 Transl. note: wood processing company. 
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