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Foreword

A cool head, a burning heart and absolutely clean hands” - The famous words
of Felix Edmundovich Dzerzhinsky (1877 — 1926), the founder of the Russian or
more precisely the Soviet political police, hung on the walls in offices of the
Ministry of National Security, the Interior Ministry and the State Security. The
School for State Security members in Prague was named after him; his portrait
decorated many prizes awarded within the department. “The Father of the
Red Terror” became the symbol of Czechoslovak security sovietisation when it
copied the Soviet organisational structure and forms in particular; it also became
the symbol of the working methods used by the communist secret police in
Czechoslovakia and its close contacts with the KGB.

For more than four decades, the State Security (forces) — the power base of
the Communist Party substantially influenced the (Czecho)Slovak history of the
last century. It became one of the symbols of the communist era of our history,
and one of the tools to control and dominate society, as well as an information
source for the establishment of that time.

Several factors shaped the State Security. To a certain extent, it was the
successor of similar forces from the past. Nevertheless, there were other facts
and circumstances that particularly formed and shaped it. At first, it was the
product of the time of its generation — the years after the end of World War I, the
years when the Communist Party representatives launched a struggle for power,
which was hidden in its beginnings. The State Security was a product generated
in this fight as well being its tool. From the home affairs point of view we may say
that security became both the subject and the object of political struggles, and
finally, in 1948, also one of the principal tools of the coup d'état. Internationally,
the most important fact was that Czechoslovakia fell under the Soviet sphere of
influence. The original State Security (5tB) structures were not influenced by the
Soviet pattern that much; its work methods were adopted, but the organisational
structure was only copied later. And last but not least, contacts with the Soviet
Union intelligence services served as a good recommendation for a promotion,
or at least increased the possibility of having your way.

Throughout its existence, the State Security was a kind of composite of
intelligence service and political police. Its primary task was to guarantee the
power and dominance of the Communist Party, and indeed, it used all available
means to ensure that — intelligence and oppressive measures. Moreover, its



unusual and specific position within the regime was also emphasised by the fact
that, except for very short periods, throughout its existence it reported directly
to the top political bodies. It was the Communist Party which tasked the State
Security, and which determined its relationship with the prosecution service and
the courts, as well the state administration bodies.

The State Security and its counter-intelligence units in particular, represented
the primary oppressive tool to suppress basic human rights and freedom, in
order to keep the Czechoslovak Communist Party in power. The State Security’s
character, being the political police of the Communist Party, resulted directly from
directives governing its activities. A class-based approach and the leading role
of the Communist Party in society were the prerequisites for the State Security’s
activities, which also implied other commitments such as close cooperation with
the Soviets, etc.

Looking at the history of this institution, quite a clear distinction between
its Slovak and nation-wide divisions can be found until 1949. In our book, we
try to pay most attention to the Slovak specifics, also when the State Security
was deeply centralised — therefore we have allocated more space to its regional
units in Slovakia in the 50s and 60s of the previous century, when there was
no State Security headquarters (central office) in Slovakia; that was to a certain
extent replaced by the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior (or the
National Security Corps) in Bratislava. Federalisation of the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic required more changes. A more stable structure emerged in the 70s
when the XII" Directorate! was established within the National Security Corps,
and this structure was maintained until the fall of the communist regime. Again,
this allows us to extract the Slovak context from the national one.

Our objective was to give a certain insight into the history of State Security
in Slovakia in this gripping book, describing its history since its establishment
until the very end of its existence. We believe that this book will promote and
enhance interest in our recent past in non-expert readers also. Indeed, knowing
the dark sides of the totalitarian past and interest in it are the key steps for us to
be able to deal with it.

Matej Medvecky

! Transl note: Roman numerals were often used that time, not only in administration;
the same numbering as in the Slovak original.



ww.q.t_..., A [ 4
L+ OVerne

Brut it EaVidy el sl B EFE Loas.

<mNUm_ mm_ :m_ |

POVEREAT TP mhﬁ.,_

W 3] ﬁgwqw nﬂ H‘a a@hm z

ok

P o s T

e 8 & e

Lllrlawrrll.iiv Sy S
¥

: : . e w\l...
| Fradeifetz.. ... Rl o 6. [

mmm. 443 (etet, 4
w Vo

aw"... PoY & ._.(. ¥ ik 2 C
..1 414‘ L+ 7
3 D) I g

sigrl &

- -



Prior to the

COUP D’ ETAT
1945-1948.



L L
RV )
L s 'S
+ s




Prior to the Coup d'etat

1945 - 1948

The State Security organization in Slovakia was influenced by two key
facts in the period 1945 — 1948; the first was the efforts of communists
to control the state administration, and the second was the preparation
of the communist putsch. Similarities can be found in all future Soviet
bloc countries. In Slovakia, this meant in particular fabrication of the so-
called Hlinka’s Party underground and linking it with political opponents.
In the Czech part of the Republic, the “uncovering“of the underground
linked with anti-Benes exiles was planned. The purpose-built links of
the communists’ political opponents with exile groups was a well tested
scenario over time. The importance of the secret service and state-
security police units prior to the 1948 putsch is underlined also by

the fight for these, as well the way these were discussed in the
Government and the Parliament, the Board of Commissioners and

the Slovak National Council. The VI and the VII" units within the
Commission for Internal Affairs became the symbol of communist
tyranny even before the putsch; their methods were also said to be
"Gestapo-like”, even when mentioned in the Slovak National Council.

The restoration of Czechoslovakia, being one of the war objectives of the
allies, confronted the future representatives of the state with certain key questions.
Probably the most important involved the principles that the future republic was
to be built and based on. Although the structure agreed by politicians claimed
allegiance to the democratic tradition, the reality was quite different. Only six
political parties were to be officially allowed in the post-war Czechoslovakia,
which would form the so called National Front. Any other political entities were
to be created only subject to its approval. Moreover, there were many other
factors influencing the political climate in the country. The shift towards the
Soviet Union proved to be the principal factor influencing the future direction of
the country, which implied the agreement of the Powers, as well as the consent
of both Czech and Slovak politicians and their insufficient resistance against
this fact. For example, the entente with the USSR of December 1943, and the
adoption of the so-called Kosice Government Programme in April 1945, limited
to a large extent the possibilities for independent and democratic developments
in Czechoslovakia. Since 1945, Communist Party representatives took very
thoughtful steps that were obviously directed towards gaining control over key
positions in the state administration; among others, one of their objectives was
to control the police, in particular its secret service and state security units.

The dissolution of old security units and interviews with their members who
wished to join the newly established police forces called the National Security was
of substantial importance. To defend these steps, explanations were used that the
security forces had failed during the war and when the Slovak Republic (and the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia) existed. This solution and approach were



Prior to the Coup d'etat

Jozef Lietavec; the ever
first State Security

head in Slovakia

Source: Archive of the
Slovak National Uprising
(SNP) Museum

1945 - 1948

in particular enforced by the Moscow leadership of the Czechoslovak Communist
Party (KSC). In May 1944, their leader Klement Gottwald announced that new
security forces were to be established in the new Czechoslovak Republic.

The fact that representatives of the Communist Party left no chances open
in Slovakia is also proved by the fact that they had already secured the position
of Commissioner for Internal Affairs during the Slovak National Uprising; Gustav
Husak was nominated. Within the Internal Affairs Commission, the Il (security)
unit was established which was in charge of intelligence (secret service) and
state security related issues within the territory controlled by the members of
the resistance. The unit was led by Jozef Lietavec, a young radical communist.
Nevertheless, there is little information about this unit. Its most visible activity
was the spontaneous and often groundless arrests of people considered to be
German or politically unreliable. The Commission was abolished together with
its III" unit after the National Uprising was defeated in autumn 1944. It was
established again within the territory of the new restored Czechoslovakia. When
the World War I (WWII) was about to end, the city of KosSice became the seat of
that time of the Czechoslovak and Slovak authorities, since it had already been
liberated on 19* January 1945. Until 7" February 1945, there were specialised
units and departments of the Slovak National Council that also fulfilled tasks of
state administration, among others, the Department for Internal Affairs. By 4"
February, a "Division for Democratic State Security” was established within that
Department, and the next day a decision was taken to organise the security forces
forthwith. Representatives of the Democratic Party and the Slovak Communist
Party reached a compromise agreement regarding the future shape of the
security forces. On 23" February 1945, the Board of the Slovak National Council
adopted its Resolution N° 6 in which it dissolved the current gendarmerie and
police corps and Resolution N° 7 establishing a new police corps — the National
Security. Representatives of the Slovak and Czechoslovak Communist Party did
not yet manage to enforce the Soviet-inspired militia police model and thus
control it fully. Democratic Party representatives thwarted that emphasising that
the Gendarmerie had taken part in the Slovak National Uprising, and arguing
about the limited experience and lack of qualification of militia members, as well
as their eccentricities. Finally, the National Security crystallised as some sort of
hybrid. Despite that, Slovak communists managed to control the specialised state
security and secret service forces within the Commission for Internal Affairs.

Appointing Gustav Husak, the deputy chairman of the Slovak Communist
Party, as Commissioner for Internal Affairs at the end of February 1945 was the
key moment for the future development of the secret service and security police
forces. Husak managed to translate the Communist Party ideas to the National
Security. Assisted by Rudolf Viktorin (a former member of Social Democracy who
joined the Communist Party later), he staffed the newly formed secret service
and security police corps solely with members or sympathisers of the Slovak
Communist Party. Viktorin was appointed commander of the 2™ division of the
National Security Headquarters, which dealt with state security issues. Communist
Party member Matej Bél was appointed Viktorin's deputy, and he immediately
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Prior to the Coup d'etat

1945 - 1948

introduced communist political organisation in the office. Unfortunately Bél had
no experience in police work and was soon replaced by former Gendarmerie
member Viktor Sedmik. For several months, the III'¥ unit of the Internal Affairs
Commission and 2 division of the National Security Headquarters with its
regional branches operated simultaneously. Moreover, both offices were tasked
with secret service and state security issues. This was only a temporary situation
until clarified and settled. Going back to this period of time is more than difficult
owing to very few documents being available, and also because of frequent
personnel exchanges and the conduct of these police forces that can hardly be
called "official”; e.g. new staff were recruited based on personal acquaintance
without any proper approval or even notification of supervising bodies.

The 2 division of the National Security Headquarters was in charge of state
security and the political secret service. In the regions, there were 2™ (regional or
district) divisions of the National Security reporting to the HQ, tasked with state
security-related issues, and also dealing with retribution cases and cleansing of
public life. Political secret service activities were originally carried out by the
special secret service section within the National Security District Headquartersin
Bratislava 1, and later, from early July 1945, its tasks were taken over by the Secret
service division within the 2" division of the National Security HQ. Staff working
in the newly established 2" division of the National Security HQ performed and
controlled secret services in the whole of Slovakia, including intelligence related
to the protection of important offices and enterprises. They also monitored radio
broadcasting. The dissolution of the 2°? division of the National Security HQ and
the establishment of the Political Intelligence HQ as of 1% November 1945 was
a key organisational change; it took over the structure of its successor split into
state security and intelligence section (secret service), as well the regional offices
network (District Security Department), including their competences and staff,
in general. This organisational metamorphosis of the future State Security (5tB)
lasted for only one month, until the VI unit was established within the Commission
for Internal Affairs on 1% December 1945, again, led by Rudolf Viktorin. The unit
had two sections that were further split according to the issues these dealt with.
The I** section (State Security) was further divided into five divisions; Division I/1
monitored the political situation, its staff prepared situation reports (intelligence
reports), monitored the activities of political parties, associations, churches,
cooperation with National Committees, and also illegal movements, distribution
of pamphlets, etc. Division I/2 was in charge of the public (retributory) judiciary
and cleansing of public life and related matters; Division I/3 was in charge of the
registration and censorship of printed materials; Division I/4 dealt with issues of
minorities and foreigners; and Division I/5 supervised the economy and industry
(naturally, from the state security point of view). The II"¥ section — secret service -
was split into four divisions. Division II/1 dealt with defence-related intelligence,
and Division II/2 —intelligence service, with espionage. Here it has to be noted
that offensive intelligence from Bratislava mainly targeted Austria and Hungary,
and to a limited extent also Poland and exile groups. Staff working for Division
1I/3 were in charge of building and registering, in particular, the network of
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confidants and agents; and Division 1I/4 was in charge of technical and research
tasks for the purposes of the secret service and state security (reproduction of
documents, taking photographs, production of secret ink for letters, ultraviolet
photography, comparing handwriting and letters written by various typewriters,
preparing expert opinions, etc.). Besides, they produced falsified testaments,
signatures, securities, banknotes or any other falsified ID cards for their needs.
They also tested forgeries and imitations, and were in charge of ballistic testing
and similar activities. The VI" unit of the Internal Affairs Commission had 427
employees in total (including regional offices and district security departments
where there werel45 people; 158 people worked for the I* Section and 124 for
the II"d Section). In 1945, almost 52% of all employees working for the VI'" unit of
the Internal Affairs Commission were Communist Party members. Another 43.5%
had no political membership and only 4.5% were members of the Democratic
Party. However, these figures are only relative and certain cautiousness needs to
be applied, as, for example, Jozef II¢ik — head of the I* Section within the VI'" Unit
of the Internal Affairs Commission, as well his deputy Teodor Balaz, were listed as
non-party members. No doubt, they were too political, being key supporters of
communist politics in the security machinery in Slovakia. The method applied in
recruiting new security machinery staff allowed members or sympathisers of the
Communist Party to infiltrate its structures. The dominance of Communist Party
members in the VI" Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission and their factual and
voluntary subordination to the Slovak Communist Party administration are highly
visible, at that time. Leaders of the Slovak Communist Party used its influence in
these forces of power in particular by consulting and counselling the security
forces staff. In particular, they applied this method in solving cases that could
have political impact. On the other hand, security staff often took their own
initiative. Officers working with the VI Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission
met Slovak Communist Party politicians regularly, also having social contacts
with them and in certain cases, closer personal relationships can also be found.

We have only very fragmental and incomplete information about contacts
between intelligence and security officers and their Soviet counterparts.
Nevertheless, we know that pro-communist oriented staff of the VI" Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission regarded their colleagues from the USSR intelligence
service highly and maintained lively contacts with them. A similar approach was
taken with colleagues from Yugoslavia. Many officers from the VI* Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission attended specialised intelligence workshops in the
USSR, and thus, the continuation of these contacts can also be assumed after
1945. Besides, we are certain that Slovak security machinery staff cooperated
with the Soviets through their Bratislava Consulate, and, moreover, there were
also contacts and collaboration with units in the Soviet Occupation Zone in
Austria, in Vienna in particular.

Soon after the end of WWII, the security forces in Slovakia were relatively
independent. Despite a certain subordination to the central Ministry of the Interior
in Prague, the Commissioner’s Office was assigned broad competences, which
reflected historical developments, and the fact that both the Slovak National
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Internal division of the
VI* Unit of the Internal
Affairs Commission

in 1946

Source: ABS
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Prior to the Coup d'état

1945 - 1948

The case of Stefan Chalmovsky and
accomplices was the first big case that
the Internal Affairs Commission staff
uncovered and fabricated together
with counter-intelligence. In many
aspects, it foreshadowed the show
trials in Slovakia for at least the

next 10 years. Chalmovsky and his
friends established a small illegal
group ideologically linked to the
Hlinka's Party regime. Its members
felt under pressure from the people’s
democracy regime in the restored
Czechoslovakia and did not approve
of the state authorities’ measures,

e.g. the restrictive policy against the
Catholic Church. Chalmovsky and his
friends (Albert Pucik, Anton Tunega,
Jozef Huba and Augustin Huba) were
planning to establish an organisation
that would collect information for

the Slovak Government in exile, and
also some form of the Slovak Hlinka's
People Party, in the underground. Their
activity became real after Chalmovsky
and Anton Ksinant opened contacts;
at that time, the latter was hiding in
forests in order to avoid retribution
trial. Their major objectives were quite
mildly formulated - fighting against
communism and for the Christian
world view, for the establishment

of social order and the democracy,
restoration of the Slovak state, whether
within a Czecho-Slovak or a broader

Central Europe Federation. However,
the state security learned about them
and a group of staff from the Political
Intelligence HQ, Le. the VI' Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission, travelled
to the city of Topolcany

at the end of November, and together
with the defence related intelligence
staff commenced arresting and
interrogating them. State security staff
also “added” other objectives

to the Chalmovsky and accomplices

in order to create the impression of

a large “Hlinka’s Party underground”.
A group of young scouts led by Stefan
Krajcik was fabricated to be the
“secret Hlinka’s Youth” who were
supposed to collect weapons. Finally,

a poacher and an adventurer were
turned into the so called “White
Guard”, supposedly an armed anti-
communist unit. The interrogation
was violent. Karol Baros from the

VIt Unit of the Internal Affairs
Commission hit the detained Tibor
Benkovic so harshly that he died within
a couple of hours as a result of torture.
The Internal Affairs Commission
leaders, in order to avoid further
interrogation, “hid” Baros in allied
Yugoslavia, and later in Vienna, giving
him money and a political letter

of recommendation. He only returned
to Slovakia in 1949, and was appointed
directly to the State Security.

Council (SNR) and the Board of Commissioners were assigned competences
allowing them to apply their own visions in shaping the state administration
(police, as well). This situation is underlined also by the fact that the National
Security Corps were established by an order adopted by the Slovak National
Council, whereas in the Czech part of the Republic, there was no legal provision
supporting their existence until 1947, when the National Security Act was
adopted. The subordination of the intelligence-security unit of the Internal Affairs
Commission was much more a political (via the Slovak Communist Party) rather

18
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Karol Baros Source: ABS

Stefan Chalmovsky
Source: Nations Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

Snapshot taken during
Baros's stay in Yugoslavia
Source: ABS




o A R T i il 1 €. o - i N A ; a8

Sviiz partizanov na Slovensku, CSR, Cowon maprsancs & Caonasxum, YCP, notmep-
et |e,.ia | mmer, wwo ’;ﬂ}?’ﬂ& ARseTCH [

pin .~ ." A IR m_ : 0&3_/" )
tf3dexntka »Paitizine detrainko'or: Ji. opratn Comsa maprrcsanon 5 Caomaxa.
ginu Sv}un partizanoy pa Slovensku. l

@, - = : Yromes nee yuf M opraisd,
Ziadame vietky trady a'usianovizne, | w0 fu own sxerommony mpaian conell
aby jaerovanému pri vykondvani no- | crme upn ero xypuy i

vln‘:sh] Einnosti wl:hlduly v usirety
a aby mu poméhaly v jeho zodpoved-

ID card issued for Baro$
by the editors

of "Partizan” weekly
Source: ABS

POVERENICTVO PRE VEC! VNUTORNE

VL odbor
Cio i@ A0Ve/46 TTs
2.marac 1646
.. Beniovié Tibor - vyZetrenie. Beatcdava, T .
% Tajns

Oipoweet s 41, il 1‘66/?8";‘ SeXr.z Pén D A i

1.2.1846. - —
=l Svorng,

p.Dr.J'f:lius Viktory

Poverenik vmutra

Bratislava.

Hl4sim, Ze Umrtie Tibora Benkovia pofas jeho zadrZanis orginmis
tunaj&iceho odboru,dal som vydetril.

rodla doterajiieno vjfsledku*stopovania Je porudik Barof podozrely,
te zadrianého Benkovi®a a spol.,vydstroval nedovolenjm _“.;_95_%3‘50:5_.‘_:’ dos=
ledku toho som n2 pore.Barofa podal predbeiné trestné ozndmenie vojen-
skému s@éu I.stolice v Bratislave, Odpis trestného ozndmwenia a odpis
pitevnéno ndlezu pripojujem.

V stopovanf pripsdu sa pokraduje a po skoneni poddm na por.Baro-
%2 dedatok k irectnému ozndmeniu,ktoréno odpis Vém predlofim.

Mésim, e osobné veci nebohého Tivora Benkovifa aZ na hodinigyr,
boly vrétené otcovi nebohého.VySetrovenim nepedarile sa zistil kto ‘sa
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Trestné ozndmenie,
Ae

Karol B a r 0 ¥, nar.3.7.1617 Lietavské LuZka,okres Zilina, prislud=
g do Banskej Bystrice,okres RBanski Bystrica,nirodnosti slovenskej, rim,
tolik, slobgdny, porucik Nirodnej bezpednosti, zaradeny u VI.odboru Poe
vereniciva vnitra od 4.méja 1945in:dvodm,’r roénik 1937, ahsolve:t.ua..tr.

meft.Skoly 2 rol. i ) éko bol m
wzn&aeniympﬁssn?f“‘i prienyselnej Ekoly, bol vyzmmenany pa

B,

Karol Barod so svojou 5 &lennou stopovacou skupinou konal dna 3e=5e
decembra 1945 stopevanie po blelypch partizénoch v okeli{a Topoléiansoires
Topol¥any, s

Polas tohoto stopovania por.NB Karol Earoci resp.jemu prideleni orgd=
novia, alebo prislufnici stanice N8 Topolfanmy, zadrZal viac 0sdh podozre-
1fch z 1legdlne) &immosti bielych partizénov. Zadr¥ané osoby boly predvé-
dzané na stanicu IB ﬂ"opoiéarv, kde por.Barod viedol osobne vypoduvanie
vietlgrch podozrelfchs

Ako dovodne podozrely z ilegélne) éimmosti bielych partizénov, bol ue=
dzi inymi zadrianf aj Tibor Benkovid z Nitrianskej Stredy,okres Topolthuy.

Tibor BenkoviZ pofas jeho zadriania v presne nezistenom ase = nédii
23 hod.dna 4.decembra 1645 a 4.hodedNa S.decembra 1845 v budove stanice
NB Topoliany zomrel.Prifina jeho emrti dosial zistend nebola,aviak je poe
dozrenie, ¥e nezomrel smricu prirodzencu.

Por.BiroE Je podozrely,ie zo zadrianym Benkovidom poSas vySetrovania
zle nakladal a to v zdujme Gspedného visledku vyietrovania t.j. aby odha=
111 vietky osoby,ktoré sit v epojenis ileg.nnutim bielych partizénov.

c.

VySetrovanim bolo zistené,Ze por.XKarol Barof so svojou stopovecou
skupinou dna 5, decembra 1845 v ramjch hodindch, previezol mrtwlu Tiw
bora Benkovi¥a do Nitry. PoreBarod na Xt{tnom zdstupitelstve v Fitre vy-
hladal prokurétora DR, Stefana Valenta a oznémil mu, Ze zadrZal Tibora
Benkovi®a z Nitrianske] Stredy, pre dovodné podozrenie z protiXtétnej
¢innosti. Por, Barod dalej prokurdtorovi Dr, Valentovi oznémil,Ze zadr-
fany Benkovid zomrel & ako prifinu smrti por.Barod udal poZitie neznémeho
Jedu, Z tej pridiny poZiadal por,Barod prokurdtora Dr.Valentu, aby narda-
a1l vykonanie siidnej pitvy Benkovida,Prokurétor Dr. Valent z moci svojho

Charge against

Karol Barog vojensky siid T.etolice Bratiselavaa
Source: Slovak National
Archive(SNA) e F—
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Prior to the Coup d'etat

1945 - 1948

The Slovak security machinery
occuplied one very sad first position.
Together with the Soviets, the staff
of the VI Unit of the Internal Affairs
Commission carried out the first ever
kidnapping from a foreign country —
executed by the Czechoslovak

secret service. This was the case

of university student Michal Stefula,
who, having suffered personal
problems, decided to get involved

in illegal activity in an organisation
which he called “Stdtistickd ilegdlna
tajna sluzba®". This organisation

was soon exposed,although Stefula
managed to escape to Vienna, where
he maintained contacts with the
Slovak community within the Holy

or those granted special permits.

The staff of the VI'" Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission
managed to arrest some of them
(Frantisek Petrds, Rudolf Kaceriak,
Viliam Mihalovic) and learnt where
Stefula could be found. Following an
agreement with the Soviets, a group
of staff from the Internal Affairs
Commission travelled to Vienna
(Simon Cermdk, Jén Krizko and
Juraj Glazer) and “arrested” him

in the neutral 1** District of Vienna.
Stefula made the return journey

a bit dramatic, seizing the steering
wheel causing problems for the driver,
who could hardly keep the car on the
road. Finally, they managed to bring

Stefula to Bratislava; the report
on his arrest was falsified, giving
an incorrect location for the arrest.

Comforters Church located at
Rennweg N°63, also meeting people
who travelled to Slovakia illegally

than a state administration link. However, there were strong centralising trends
present in the Interior Ministry that culminated shortly after the elections held
in 1946. The success of democrats in the elections resulted in the Communist
Party representatives fearing the loss of their influence in the VI Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission. While the 1 Prague agreement on splitting
competences between Czechoslovak (state) and Slovak (local) authorities and
bodies in the summer of 1945 stipulated that only secret service acting abroad
was the state one, and the others were supposed to coordinate their activities,
the 3 Prague agreement critically limited the Internal Affairs Commission’s
competences, including those of its VI Unit. Communists in the security service
also contributed to this step themselves, as they were not sure whether they
would be able to keep their posts in the Internal Affairs Commission, and were
very actively convincing the new Commissioner — Mikulds Ferjencik — about
the need for higher subordination to the Ministry of the Interior. Already on 5*
September 1946, Mikulas Ferjencik, the Commissioner for Internal Affairs signed
an agreement with the Ministry of the Interior according to which the structure
of the Commissioner’s Office should, to the extent possible, mirror the structure
of the Ministry. Moreover, the start of close cooperation between these two
offices was ordered. Accordingly, the Ministry of the Interior developed a plan for

? Transl. note: it can be translated as lllegal Secret Service Fighting for the Slovak State.
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Official badge

of the staff of
VI Unit of the
Internal Affairs
Commission
Source: ABS
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Poverenietvo voutra. Bratislava 23. jal 1946

Cislo: 12102/VI-11/5-1946. ggru. - Tai.!

Ve c: Sluzobny odznak Stitobezpeénostnej
sluzby — zavedenie.

127

Podla rozdelovnika!

Vykonné orginy politicko-zpravodajskej sluzby na celom zemi CSR st vybavené
sluzobn¢m kovovym odznakom ,Bezpetnostni sluzba™ (vid fotografiu).

V Geskych zemiach ndpis na kovovom odznaku je v teskom zneni , Bezpeénostni
sluzba” a na Slovensku v zneni slovenskom ,Bezpefnostnd sluZba”.

Driitel kovového odznaku BS ma okrem toho sluZobnd legitimdciu, v Cechich a
na Morave vydani Ministerstvom vnitra a na Slovensku vydand Poverenfctvom wvnitra
— VI odborom.

Stitne a samosprivne trady, ich orgdny, ako aj verejné a sikromné dstavy, orga-
nizicie, korporécie, si povinné majitefovi sluzobného odznaku BS poskytndf vietky in-
formicie, Géinnt podporu a viestrannd pomoc pri vikone jeho sluzby.

Kovové odznaky BS sii evidenéne odislované od &is. 1 aZ 250. Na rube odznaku je

pripeviiovacie zariadenie a na lici vyzerd presne takto:

Vietky v rozdelovniku uvedené trady — velitelstvd prosim — Ziadam, aby o tom-
to opatreni vyrozumely vietky im rezortne podriadené tdrady a velitelstvi.
Dostane: Urad SNR a Sboru poverenikov, Ministerstvo vnitra odbor Z., Sekreta-

P .
riat Poverenika vnutra, Poverenictvo vnitra — prezidium, Poverenictvo financii, HVNB,

Oblastnd sprava OBZ, Velit. 4. obl. 2, odd. a vietky tunajiiemu odboru podriadené OBR.

Poverenik:
Dr. Viktory, v. r.




Prior to the Coup d'etat

1945 - 1948

The year 1947 was a turning point experience of police administration
regarding the official agenda, as well.  and were trained by their colleagues
In 1945, the new security machinery who had worked with the security

“inherited"” the archive and registration forces before the year 1945. Therefore,
files of the State Security HQ (1940- the new office, be it the 2" division
1945), including files and records of the of the National Security Headquarters
Security HQ Office within the Police or later, the VI"" and VII"" Units
Directorate in Bratislava and Kosice, of the Internal Affairs Commission,
and also Presov (1923 to 1938/1939). continued to use the old records and
The archive and records (general and files, where new records were added.

also intelligence) were taken over by Only in 1947 was a decision taken to
the 27 division of the National Security introduce new records, and thus new
Headquarters. New staff had no files began to be created.

substantial subordination and adjustment of the Internal Affairs Commission VIt
Unit to the model applied in the Czech part of the Republic. Tight centralisation
of state security and the secret service was to start, firstly through business
trips of the representatives of the Ministry of the Interior or Regional Security
Department located in Prague (Bedfich Pokorny, Kamil Pixa and others) tasked to
instruct their colleagues, and also, by preparing a new organisational structure
that would rebuild the Internal Affairs Commission VI Unit to the model used in
the Czech part of the Republic and Moravia (Regional Security Department and
Regional state security agency). Since 15 November 1946, the VI'" Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission changed to the Unit Z. The Ministry of the Interior
reserved control of the secret service and the Commission was only supposed to
be in charge of its operation — thus, no independent activity by the Commissioner
Ferjencik was to be achieved. On 2" December 1946, the VII* Unit was established
within the Ministry of the Interior in Prague, with the so-called Slovak Division
(VII-SL). The unit was led by Bedfich Pokorny, who was very likely also tasked to
supervise Slovak colleagues and report about the situation in Slovakia. Therefore,
early in December 1946, he travelled to Bratislava to personally examine the
situation there, meet the staff, etc. The reports he prepared about many security
staff in Slovakia, were very critical. Further organisational changes were due on
1+ January 1947, when the Z Unit was renamed to the VII* Unit of the Internal
Affairs Commission. According to the directives, its tasks, and also those of its
subordinated divisions, were, among others, to secure the state against internal
attacks on its independence, unity, sovereignty, integrity and system of people’s
democracy, and to combat similar subversive efforts and political attacks
made or directed from abroad, fighting against industrial espionage, acquiring
intelligence for information, administrative and research purposes. The unit was
split into three basic organisational groups: secret service and state security
groups, and auxiliary divisions.

ol
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Prior to the Coup d'etat

Mikulas Ferjencik took
personally the criticism
of illegal methods
applied by the security.
Though, his actions and
the defence of the staff
of VI and VII'*" Unit

of the Internal Affairs
Commission allowed
them to continue in their
illegal activities

Source: Archive of the
Slovak National Uprising
(SNP) Museum

1945 - 1948

The VII*" Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission had its head and deputy.
The intelligence group (named Z-A) split into four divisions: intelligence related
to internal political affairs, counter-intelligence, economy-related intelligence,
and foreign affairs. Intelligence related to internal political affairs (Z-XIV) had
a Department of political parties (Democratic Party, Slovak Communist Party,
Party of Freedom?®, and Social-Democratic Party), and a Department of illegal
movements that also dealt with religious and Jewish issues. Counter-intelligence
(Z-1) collected information and prepared reports to be used as a base for
protection against espionage and subversive efforts. It focused in particular on
these objects of interest: Hungarians, Germans (Austrians) and other nations,
the Vatican Secret Service, Western countries as such, the Balkans, and border
protection and protection of its own forces. Economy related intelligence
(Z-11T) collected information and prepared reports related to protection of the
interests of the national economy (heavy and light industries, energy, transport,
agriculture, internal and foreign trade, banks and insurance companies, taxes,
inventions, etc.). Finally, the Z-B Department (foreign defence) dealt with Hungary,
Austria, the North, South-East Europe, foreign resistance and registration of
agents. Also, coding was carried out there for the secret service. A proposal
of October 1946 has been preserved, regarding the restructuring of this unit.
There were supposed to be five smaller units established: Investigation group
(with three sub-groups -1- Hungary, Romania, the Balkans; 2 — Poland and the
North; and 3 - Austria, Germany and the West), Research group (sorting and
analyzing reports, preparing situation reports, contacts with embassies, etc),
Foreign group (monitoring foreign resistance and its connections with the
home country, Slovaks living abroad), Records of agents, and last but not least
Administrative Group. The state security group (Z-C) was split to three divisions.
Z-XX (state security administration management) dealt with the management of
state security in Slovakia, collecting and concentrating reports on state security,
investigating cases of special importance, cooperating on request with other
offices on issues related to state security, preparing documents for searches, as
well visits of our representatives abroad and those of foreign guests visiting the
country. The foreign and passport division (Z-VII) dealt with the relocation of
Germans and exchange of inhabitants with Hungary, repatriation, registration of
foreigners, granting stay permits and passports related issues. And finally, there
was the people’s judiciary system division (Z-1V) that dealt with surveillance for
courts in Czechoslovakia (cleansing of public life, activities of people’s courts and
activities of the National Security Corps in cleansing public life), as well as tracking
people abroad for courts (registration of people requested to be extradited;
war criminals were followed and requested to be extradited separately). The
legal division was separate (Z-XI). The head (or deputy) of the VII* Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission also led the Organisational division (ZD) split into
organisational (Z-IX), HR (Z-XXV) and Disciplinary (Z-XXVII) departments, and
the Technical division (Z-E) that comprised Connection (Z-V), Material (Z-X11I), and

# Transl. note: “Strana Slobody" in Slovak.



Prior to

the Coup d'état

The division of VII*™ Unit
of the Internal Affairs

Commission
Source: ABS
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Prior to the Coup d'etat
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Anton Meltzer

Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

Rudolf Komandera
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

1945 - 1948

Research and Photographic (Z-XXIII) departments. The Auxiliary division dealt
with office agenda (Z-XII), records (Z-XVI) and Archive (Z-XXIV). This structure
was supplemented by a Press division (Z-V1I), a Financial division (Z-XXVI) and a
Research and training division (Z-XIX). Preparatory works to establish the III"® Unit
of the Internal Affairs Commission represented a further level of centralisation.
The meeting of Vaclav Nosek, Minister of the Interior, Mikulds Ferjencik, the
Commissioner and Jindfich Vesely, the future State Security Director, held on 3+
January 1948 at the Ministry of the Interior was an important milestone in this
whole process. Those named above agreed to establish one Security Unit to be
labelled 1II, which was proposed to be led by Anton Rasla, former prosecutor
of the National Court, who briefly headed the intelligence unit within the
Military Headquarters of the Ministry of National Defence, and thus had certain
experience with secret service related tasks. This would also solve the vacancy
for the head of the unit who was required to have legal background. Acting
head Rudolf Viktorin did not have the required education and was supposed to
become Rasla’s deputy. Nevertheless, this part of the deal was not fulfilled and
Viktorin kept his position.

Staffing of the State Security and political secret service units
in Czechoslovakia as of 15t December 1947

VII" Unit of Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior CSR 402

Regional state security agency and District Security 335
office in the Czech part of the Republic and Moravia

1,527 incl. 187 state security

State Security Service Safein Slovakia

VII* Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission 220
State Security Offices in Slovakia 309
Total 2,793

The communist coup d'état in February 1948 was one of the key events in
the political history of Czechoslovakia after 1945. In Slovakia, the most important
force able to oppose the communists — the Democratic Party — weakened very
much after their "plot” was uncovered, and was shaken even more after the next
hot autumn of 1947; the putsch was quite smooth, there. Slovak Communist Party
leaders, at the request of Klement Gottwald, asked the Board of Commissioners
to resign, and G. Husak, the Board Chairman informed the Democratic Party
Commissioners on a letter 21** February 1948 that the resignation of Democratic
Party representatives in the Government was also interpreted as the resignation
of its representatives on the Board of Commissioners. The State Security also took
partin the smooth take-over of power. Rudolf Viktorin was in hospital at the time.
Viktor Sedmik and his deputy Teodor Balaz who also led the division dealing with
intelligence related to internal affairs (Z-XIV), were able to effectively organise
tasks within the National Security Corps that were important from the Communist
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Prior to the Coup d'état

Purpose-made arrests of
regional officials

of Democratic Party

in autumn 1947 rouse
reaction leaders of the
party. The caricature

of pro-communist weekly
Partizan depicts the
conflict of commissioner
Matej Josko with officers
of State Security

Branch in Zilina

1945 - 1948

The most significant case prior to the
communist coup d'état in February
1948 was the so-called “Slovak plot”
fabricated by the VI Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission staff in
the summer and autumn of 1947.

Its key objective was discrediting the
Democratic Party, when the Democrats
were to be proved to be carrying out
“anti-state” activities and having

links to the Hlinka’s Party exiles. It
was a coordinated operation by the
security forces, the Communist Party
and partisans, its prologue was the
exposing of the Anton Meltzer and
accomplices in Zilina, which comprised
several quite independent groups.

It was given publicity with the goal
creating the feeling that a widespread
Hlinka's Party underground existed in
Slovakia. Several days after that the
state security announced the detention

Rudolf Komandera, Hlinka's Party
exile messenger, who was forced to lie
about maintaining connections with
Jan Kempny and Milos Bugdr, at the
time both secretaries general of the
Democratic Party. Finally, the third
part of this broad fabrication was the
revelation of Otto Obuch who worked
for the then Vice-Prime Minister

Jan Ursiny, and maintained written
contacts with Ferdinand Durcansky,

a Hlinka's Party politician in exile.
Extensive security police action was
then used by Slovak and Czechoslovak
Communist Party representatives
who managed to convince the Czech
political parties of Democratic Party
links with anti-Czechoslovak exiles,
and together they forced the
Democratic Party to withdraw from
the positions they had acquired based
on the results of the 1946 elections.




Prior to the Coup d'état

1945 - 1948

Party point of view. They selected, isolated or arrested those members of the Police
who were considered unreliable by the communists. In addition, Sedmik ordered
that uniformed police corps members be subordinated to the state security.
They occupied key buildings (e.g. a Post Office) and searched the Democratic
Party Secretariat, and its premises. Staff from the VII* Unit of the Internal Affairs
Commission also participated in the work of the so called "action committees” that
were in charge of the take-over of offices and enterprises by communists. After
the successful putsch, they also took part in the so called “cleansing”, i.e. firing
those who were considered unreliable by the Communist Party. It is interesting
that whereas there was almost no problem with establishing action committees
in many offices, in the VII* Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission it went from
bad to worse owing to poor personal relations. Key in this internal fight were
Teodor Balaz and Matej Bél groups. The clash of views commenced with efforts
to “"sack” the wife-to-be of Balaz, who was then working in the office. Mutual
allegations of criminal activities and fights resulted in the writing of anonymous
as well signed reports with denunciations delivered to the Slovak Communist
Party Central Committee, in February and early March 1948. The situation calmed

down temporarily once the party leaders stepped in.

Confidants have always been an
important element and work tool

for both the police and the secret
service. The existence and quality of
a network of agents was considered
to be a key precondition for the
successful operation of the State
Security. In 1945 — 1948, there were
two categories of its collaborators

- agents and confidants. The key
difference was that while agents
reported in consideration of payments,
confidants acted based on their
convictions. In 1945 and 1946, they
were registered in the same way as

in the past; a list only was prepared,
without any special files. Their reports
were filed and after a file was closed,
everything was put ad acta. A change
came only after the VI* Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission issued its
Decree N°6886/46 of 1 December
1946, which unfortunately, had not
been preserved and therefore, it is not

=Tal

quite clear what changes it introduced.
However, we have directives regarding
collaborators issued by leaders of the
VIl Unit of the Ministry of the Interior
in 1947, valid also for Slovakia, once
recruited, each collaborator should

be checked for at least six up to 12
months, and should be called an
informer by then. A collaborator,

once checked and verified, was to

be called a confidant (in cases of
ideological motives for cooperation)
or an agent (financial motivation).
Central registration of confidants and
agents, cheaters and provocateurs
was maintained with the VI Unit

of the Internal Affairs Commission.
The distinction between agents and
confidants applied also according to
directives issued in 1948, although
these also defined one new element

— a safe house, i.e. a place where

“the control body" was meeting the
confidant, and reports were given.



Gustav Husak,

the Commissioner for
Internal Affairs, and later
also the Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners,
who significantly affected
the shape of security
machinery in Slovakia,

at the end of the 1940s.
The security officials
consulted him directly
regarding the fabrication
of the so called
anti-state plot

Source: CTK

Specimen of a
collaborator record sheet
Source: ABS
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If we evaluate the activities and operations of the State Security in
Slovakia from 1948 until 1953, it is obvious, that to a certain extent, it
continues the same way as in the past. However, at the end of this period,
a severe personnel discontinuity can be observed. The State Security was
perceived — it also perceived itself — as the “fighter against reaction”, and
a safeguard of the Communist Party’s monopoly of power, for which
most of the credit needs to be given to the State Security. It fulfilled this
task mainly by spreading terror within society; the preparation of show
trials was a very significant feature of State Security operation, in this
period. These were determined by the fight against secret services of

the Western powers or other countries, the hunt for their collaborators
and interventions against potential regime opponents, mainly within

the classes mostly affected by the regime. The State Security contributed
quite significantly to the so-called "agent-mania” very often present then,
which meant a constant search for spies and saboteurs. If an illegal unit
was uncovered, State Security staff often fabricated a broad “conspiracy”
around it; usually it comprised dozens, or even, in certain cases, hundreds
of people. In its operations, the State Security staff also used provocations
— they either established illegal networks or initiated criminal activities.
There were also several moves made against Communist Party leaders,
during this period. Thus, the State Security became the creator of huge
trials that were supposed to show the perfidiousness of the enemies

of socialism, and the threats jeopardising the regime, as well as to
frighten opponents and demonstrate power.

On 2" April 1948, Viktor Sedmik stated: “...it is the Hlinka’s Party
followers, the Democratic Party and the clergy, who are the major
advocates of domestic reaction. Today, everything coming from the
West represents foreign reaction ......”

The communist putsch meant that Czechoslovakia ended heavily anchored
in the Soviet bloc. The communists soon managed to stabilise their absolute
power, although, formally, nothing changed in the country. The National Front
comprised several political parties, although these were already "restructured”,
and thus willing to create the impression of plurality within the regime of
communism. Laws were still approved by parliament, although behind the
impression and glitz of democracy all decisions were taken at the Czechoslovak
Communist Party Central Committee (political bureau) meetings. The growing
cold war between Western democracies and the Soviet bloc, intensive intelligence



Czechoslovak communists
led by Klement Gottwald
successfully completed

a putsch in February
1948, and took over the
power in the state

Source: TASR*

* Transl. note:
Slovak Press Agency

activities on both sides, newly established resistance groups, the clash between
the USSR and Yugoslavia, the presence of Soviet advisers and many other
factors only emphasised the importance of the State Security for the Communist
dictatorship. The security forces in Slovakia were influenced also by the removal
of competences assigned to local Slovak authorities and bodies. Early in March
1948, Minister of the Interior Vaclav Nosek called a meeting into Prague to
discuss the issue of the shape of the future security forces in Czechoslovakia. All
security forces leaders in Slovakia travelled to the capital, namely Daniel Okali the
new Internal Affairs Commissioner, Rudolf Viktorin, Jozef II¢ik and Viktor Sedmik
representing the State Security and Intelligence forces, and Frantisek Lipka and
Jozef Vrazda representing the uniformed and criminal police corps. Vaclav Nosek,
the Minister, emphasised the need to introduce a unified and strictly centralised
National Security Corps organisation and structure, at an early stage.

Soon after that, further meetings were held focusing on specific security
agenda. The leaders of state security and secret service forces in Slovakia (Jozef
II¢ik, Viktor Sedmik) and their partners from the Czech part of the Republic
(Jindfich Vesely, Jan Hora, Ivo Milén, Karel Cerny and Josef Hiibek) agreed on the
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Putsch was also
welcomed by the

Communist Party daily
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Jozef lI¢ik was one

of the most powerful
State Security officers

in Slovakia in the 1940s
and 1950s. In contrary
to his other colleagues,
he avoided prison
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

1948 - 1953

necessity to unify and reinforce the state security and secret service forces, and
to sharpen the fight against economic reaction. New agents were supposed to
be recruited quickly, but the process had to be very thorough (Jindfich Vesely
was proposing these to be recruited mainly from middle management cadres in
the Democratic Party, Party of Freedom and former Hlinka’s People Party), and
technical equipment for the security forces had to be finalised.

Soon after the February events, organisational and personnel changes took
place in the Internal Affairs Commission, which also affected the political secret
service and State Security unit that was given a new code name (III" Unit of the
Internal Affairs Commission), and its organisation changed, too. The unit was split
into two groups: group "A” dealt with secret service and state-security tasks, and
was in turn split into the respective divisions of politics, defence and economy
related intelligence, state security, research, technical division and an auxiliary
unit; group “B" was tasked with general security. After the secret service and
state security structures were unified nationally, the intelligence part of the work
was emphasised in Slovakia. As of 15" March 1948, a Regional State Security
Agency was established in Bratislava led by Jozef Iicik, with the aim of following
the same structure as already existed in the Czech part of the Republic (Regional
State Security Agencies were established there, earlier), and matching the state-
security forces structure and organisation with the administrative division of the
country. The Regional State Security Agency in Bratislava comprised five units; the
1t Unit was in charge of internal affairs and administration (secretariat, incoming
mail, human resources and cadres, training); the 5 Unit was in fact a filing office
and main registry; the 2" Unit controlled the state-security service in Slovakia,
investigated anti-state activities, maintained the register of politically unreliable
persons, representatives of churches and religious sects, and emigrants, and also
dealt with protection of top state officials and surveillance of politically unreliable
people, mainly the Democratic Party representatives; the 3 Unit was in charge
of economic and foreign affairs, including checks of people who applied for a
passport; and finally, the 4" Unit dealt with the retribution judiciary that was
renewed in March 1948, as well as issues of national, state and civil reliability, and
verification of participation in the resistance movement (granting certificates
under Act N° 255/1946* Coll.)>. The adoption of a new Act N°286/1948 Coll. on
the National Security Corps was an important milestone in its development, as
among other things it emphasised unified and centralised security forces.

At the turn of 1948-49, critical restructuring of the state security police
corps was carried out. It related to the new administrative split of the country,
and also to the changes in security structures within the Prague Ministry of
the Interior that took place at the end of 1948. The establishment of “"Group
L.- Security” on 17" November 1948, and in particular its BA Unit (State Security
HQ) and the consequent need to unify the organisation of security forces in

* Transl note: law concerning members of the Czechoslovak Army and anti-Nazi resistance move-
ment, who were granted many benefits based on a special certificate issued under this law.
5 Transl note: Collection of Slovak law.
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%g:: Hodnosts Meno a priesviesko: Od8vodnenie 3

1. pplk. Sedmik Vilktor Kavrhovani sa mivoriadne zaslie-
2. pplk. Baldi Teodor Eili o wystavbu Fudovodemolkra-
S hl,taj. Mitieje Frantidek ticke] Republiky. Od oslobode-
4. taj. Hagara Frantisek nia pracuji neunavne a inicia-
5. tade Uermék  Simen tivne a najuli vo februdrovjch

6o kpt. Grifk Stefan udalostisch sa vysoko zaslifili
Ts kpt. Paulfk Favol o zlikvidovanie reskinjch a roze-
8. hl.taj. Bél uate] wratnfch elementov, &im znadne
9 kpt. Zalman Vledimtr prispeli k napredovaniu k socia-
10. hl.tad. Vomdéka Kiroslav lizmu pre blaho pracujiceho Tudu,
12, kat, adj. Belansky Ondrej

13. of'els Hlofa Jozef

14 af'el. Streula Ctto

15. hl.ofet.  Cverge-l Stefan
16. akt,eléy  Filan ludovit
17. por, Smolfek Stefa n
18. ofcl. Holobradg é‘mr-n

su:
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The list of the State ;

Security members
proposed to be awarded
a medal for participating
in the communist

coup d'état

Source: ABS
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1948 — 195:

Already prior to the communist putsch,
the attitude of the Western powers
towards Czechoslovak emigrants
began gradually to change, being

also influenced by the ever increasing
intelligence offensive of the USSR

and its satellites. Some, in particular,
managed to contact the US, UK and
French intelligence services. Thus, the
first resistance groups were formed. Let
us mention one of the most important
groups, namely the group established
by Jozef Vicen in Austria. Vicen sent
his couriers to Slovakia, e.g. Albert
Plcik, who was tasked with collecting
intelligence with the help of friends,

in particularly focusing on the police,
army and industry, but also with
acquiring various documents, official
forms, seals and stamps, and last but
not least, also with selecting other
potentially reliable individuals. At that
time, this was a very common, and
from Western intelligence services”
point of view also a very cheap and
effective way of communication. The
border between the two blocs was not
so tight, and often emigrants had left
behind many friends in their home
country. Nevertheless, the group
gradually lost its contacts. Jozef Rojko
was arrested in 1948, and soon after

that, in 1949, the State Security also
caught Pucik and Anton Tunega who
had originally created the network
for Pucik, and only recently left the
country. The group had too broad
contacts, its members acted rather
carelessly and its network was mainly
built from former anti-resistance
reconnaissance units belonging

to Hlinka's Youth organisation or
cadets who graduated from the so
called Hlinka's Youth Higher School
for Leaders. All these facts had
unwanted consequences for the group.
By autumn of 1948, Jan Divinec,
Pucik s acquaintance, who was then
cooperating with counter-intelligence,
had infiltrated the group and the
credit goes to him for the group being
destroyed early the following year;
most of its members were arrested
by Czechoslovak State Security
Service. Until his kidnapping by the
Czechoslovak foreign intelligence
service in 1957, Vicen lived in Vienna.
Plcik, Tunega and Eduard Tesdr,

at former employee of the Internal
Affairs Commission who provided the
group with information from the State
Security environment were executed.
Dozens of others had to suffer long
years in prison.

the Czech part of the Republic and Slovakia, called for further discussions
between representatives of the Internal Affairs Commission and the Ministry of
the Interior. Internal Affairs Commission representatives lead by Daniel Okali,
the Commissioner, tried to keep the broadest competences possible for them.
Nevertheless, the negotiations resulted in a compromise. The Internal Affairs
Commission structure was adjusted to follow the Prague pattern, with a so-
called "Group 1. - Security” also established in Bratislava, split into three units.
BK Unit (led by Rudolf Viktorin) coordinated with the Ministry, BA Unit (Viktor
Sedmik) was the State Security similar to that in the Ministry, and finally, BC
Unit (Frantisek Lipka) was in charge of the National Police renamed the so-called
“Public Security Service”, in 1950. BA Unit within the Internal Affairs Commission

40



Daniel Okali was
appointed the
Commissioner for
Internal Affairs soon after
Ferjencik resigned from
the post

Source: TASR

Eduard Tesar, Anton Tunega, Albert Picik and Jozef Vicen; famous anti-communist
resistance members in Slovakia
Source: Nation’s Memory Institute (UPN) Archive

comprised various divisions that continued from the past; namely, there was
a political division, a defence-related intelligence division, an economy-related
intelligence division, and an executive and implementation division. Also, other
units were established to mirror the Ministry of the Interior structure, such as the
so called Internal State Security (Teodor Balaz). Some subdivisions corresponded
to the structure of the Ministry of Interior, e. g. the so called Small State Security
(Matej Bel). The organisational structure adjusted to the new administrative
division of Czechoslovakia. Regional State Security HQs - in Slovakia in Bratislava,
Nitra, Banska Bystrica, Zilina, Kosice and Pre$ov — mirrored the structure of the
State Security HQ in Prague in smaller. Since its foundation in 1949 it was divided
into six divisions — defensive, political and economical intelligence, executive,
investigation and the so called Small State Security (retribution, examination of
behaviour during World War 2, control of press). Since the beginning of year 1951
the internal structure of the Regional State Security HQ split into six divisions: the
1 division (counter-intelligence) comprised four departments (1. — Foreigners
from capitalist countries, re-emigrants; 2.- Yugoslavia; 3.—International transport;
4. - Germans, Ukrainians and former Gestapo and Sicherheitsdienst agents). The
27 division (internal intelligence) comprised five departments: 1. — Trotskyists,
bourgeois nationalists and members of reaction parties; 2. — terrorists, illegality,
former political parties; 3. - churches and sects, Freemasons; 4. — youth, schools,
National Committees, courts, culture, sports and others; 5. — former people?,
and those who participated in the first and second resistance, rural areas. The
4" division was in fact counter-intelligence and comprised two departments:
1. - Public Security Service and Armed guards of railway facilities; 2. — People’s
Militia, Prison Guards Association and fire-fighters; 5" division was tasked with
surveillance and technical equipment, and last but not least, the 6 division was
in charge of investigation. In the middle of year 1951 the structure changed

% Transl. note: See page 30 for further explanation



KRAISKE VELITELSTVO STATNE! BEZPECNOSTI V BRATISLAVE

Gisl0:2772/0212-1¢51. Bratislava, dna 2¢.junz 1551.

iinieterstvo nérocdnej bezpelinosti
odbor kddrovy o ikolsky

P » a h a .

Havrh na ustanovenie velitelov oddeleni IIVStb. Cratislava.

Poddvam névrh na ustenovenie za velite¥ov oddeleni niZeuvedenych
prisludnikov a to: FT o

1.//npor. Jozef Sepela, vykondva funkciu velite¥a I.oddelenia,>

2./{yrch.strdzn, Jén Gébor /13.8.1929/ "viliondva funkeiu velite-

Ya II,oddelenia,> iy

2o /Evrch strdZn, Vendelin Bielik /25.12.1%18/, vykondva fTunleiu
velitela IIl.oddelenia, > ny

4./ e strddn, Stefen Gschveng /235.2.1525/ vylkondva funkeiu
velitela IV.oddelenia, > Iy

5./4por. Viadimiyr Zemlidka /1.5.1623/ ‘i;s;}:onaiva funkeiu velite-
Ya V, oddelenia,? o

6./fpor, :ikuldsd Fodor /1l.12.1928/ ;J;’LOH:;V& funizciu velitela
Vi.odcelenia, >

7./ npor. Imil Turdan /28.2.1921/ vy .ondva fun:ciu II. pomocni-
lka krggjslého velitelu.

Horeuvedeni prisluinici sveje funkeie vykondvaji presne a sve-
domite pri Com si plne zasluhujd, aby boli menoveni kinisterstvom
nérodnej bezpeinosti Preha veliteimi, nako¥io doteraz beli len pove-
reni vykondvat funkeiu velitela.

Irajeky velite¥ &ib.:

e i pplk. JQW

3 : 3 * o '. _‘- ——n \
I r L8| _.' "‘ T = — —_—
|

|
v, MOV 957
The proposal to appoint : ‘-"g.'!&fd?—/jg”_f%'“ !
commanders for the I_‘s'u-.». s, o e
Regional State Security e s }
HQ inBratislava ———]
Source: ABS
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Changes of commanders

, o

of State Security
in Bratislava
Source: ABS
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KRAISKE VELITELSTVO STATNEJ BEZPECNOSTI V BRATISLAVE

Gislo: 1120-2/0212-1951. Bratislave, dna 30.eprila 1951.

Ministerstvo ndrodnej bezpednosti TM &1
velitePstvo Stdtnej bezpednost e

K &islu A-960/0212-1951 zo dna 22.februdra 1951.
Stav KVEtb. Bratislava oddeélen{, VO&#tb., 03tb., a OFK - hlésenie.

K horecitovanému rozkezu hldsim, Ze u Krajského veliteIstva
Stdtnej bezpefnosti v Bratislave v &ase od l.sprila do 30.zprila
1651 nestaly tieto zmeny u jednotlivych veliteYov:

U KV-8tb. Bratislave bol pozbaveny funkeie zdstupcu kraj-
ského velite¥a 5tb. Skpt. Simon Cermdk, po fiom prevzal funkeiu
zéstupcu krajského velitela Stb. por, Hrbddek.

Velitela kédrového oddelenia bol pozbaveny kpt. Imrich
liedve po_nom prevzal funkeiu velitela kddrového cddelenia npor.
§tefen Holobrady.

Velitela ITI.oddelenia bol pozbaveny funkeie kpt. Frantifek
Mihalik po fom prevzel funkeiu .poruﬁi_k_—_é_'lzgfpn__ﬂ_qr_ggl_.

Velitela IV.oddelenia bol pozbaveny funkcie npor. Jén
KriZko po nom doteraz funkeiu neprevzal nikto.

Velitela V.oddelenia bol pozbaveny npor. FrantiSek Hlavaty
po nom funkeiu prevzal vrch.straim. Jozef Badko.

Velitela VI.oddelenia bol pozbaveny funkcie kpt. Juraj Glé-
ser po nom prevzel funkeiu por. Mikul4s Fodor.

Hlésim, Ze u VO&tb.,08tb. a OPK nenastelo k ¥iadnej zmene.

Frajsky wvelitel Stb.:
pplk. Jozef Ilé&ik
= UL
Odbor archivyf a soisoy2 siuzby - P %L&J ey
ZRUSEN STUPEN UTASEN: {SVAZKY) 2

dnem 1. 4. 1359, pokynem LY c. 61950,

/1 T 0ef

Btar, Jon Frofik

/



List of commanders
of State Security

in Bratislava Region
Source: ABS

Krajské velitelstve &tb.Bratislava.

Soznan

Krajského velitele 5tdtne] bezpednoati v Bratislave e vietkfch velitelov
Velitelstlev oddielov Etb.,0ddiel %tb. a Oddielov pasovej kontrdly v bra=-

tislavskom kraji.
= “5;;;;;;;;..z.m.l.&;;::;.n........,.“_.::m:..“Fa;.;;;;.:;;;;;;;. ;..........n
$is. | velitelstiev. | priezvisko. Hodnos¥. |ponkoiu velitela. kgzn“"
S R i B N R o L R Sl R o R R R R Rl S R ey
T 2T T D [T
V0.5tb. Jozef .
2. Trnave. zo;ei n . por. 24, oktobra 1950.
% oty o Lo por. 11.septembra 1950.
4, g?é;:‘:;y. A s vr.strifn.|29.jile 1950.
5, ﬁ;igza N e vr.strdfn.|1.rebrusra 1951,
6. giﬁ;?éa. E“gcgiz I ppor. ll.septembra 1950.)
2 | ey masta T % ale | oPOR 2.0ktébra 1950.
nad Vdhom. ka.
8. %;j::; AL & 1K vr.stréZm.| 1.novembra 1949.
9. g&i::%a 33:1; a5 vr.stréifn. 15.novembra 1949.
10, gﬁi:?ém i"zeg 2”‘.’““ vr.atrdZm.| 1.decenbra 1949.
Streda.
2k |, et R s Z&k .| vE-stréZn.6.asja 1949.
12. g;i:g: .gi:hzlﬁ 3w ml.stréZm.| 11,septenbra 1950
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again-4* Division was responsible for surveillance and technical equipment. After
the dissolution of BA Department of the Internal Affairs Commission the special
unit "Janosik”, tasked with the protection of top state officials and certain special
tasks, was attached to Regional State Security HQ in Bratislava. State Security
corps established in 1949 reported to the respective Regional State Security HQ,
and were further divided depending on the importance of the respective district.
By the end of 1949, the number of State Security members had doubled from
746 to 1,512. In the following year, the number rose to 1,597 people, despite wide
political checks (screenings) and releasing of cadres who had served with the
police befare 1945. In 1951 there were 1862 people working in State Security in
Slovakia. Releasing or relocating experienced police corps members and massive
recruitment of new “class-conscious” and often uneducated and inexperienced
people resulted in a fall in performance, qualifications and professionalism.

In its early years, the influence of the Communist Party on the security
machinery deepened significantly. State Security members openly began to
behave as those who enforced the Party’s interests. The gradual degradation of
the Slovak Communist Party’s importance set in, and the major influence shifted
to Prague, which was also reflected in the further degradation of the importance
of the State Security’s leading positions in Slovakia. It suffered further weakening
after the diplomatic clash with Yugoslavia and the fight with Tito's followers, and
soon, also the fight with Slovak bourgeois nationalists, which brought further
disruptions of the links between the security staff and Communist Party leaders.
Thus, the State Security units in Slovakia gradually lost direct links to the highest
political officials, which began to be exercised more and more by the central
units in Prague.

The embassies of Western countries
represented espionage centres

for the State Security, and so these
were constantly under surveillance.
Counter-intelligence tried to infiltrate
these and acquire information about
the activities of embassies and
consulates. Therefore, they recruited
local people working there to become
agents. The State Security in Bratislava
paid a lot of attention to the
Consulate General of France, which
according to the State Security,

was used by resistance members

in Slovakia to exchange information
with exiles. Security staff managed

to recruit Karol Sostek and Robert
Sostek who worked at the Consulate,

and through them to access the
Consulate’s correspondence. The
operation code name was MONACO.
Early in 1951, the State Security
began to arrest members of the
ONBRA group, which, according

to the State Security, was formed

(n particular from former WWII
resistance movement members.
Members of Vladimir Dlouhy group
were accused of espionage by the
State Security. Vladimir Dlouhy and
Viadimir Velecky were sentenced to
death in the trial that was held in
the summer of 1951, and executed
at the end of the same year.

Other members of the group were
sentenced to many years in prison.
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The State Security
members perceived
the Soviet advisors as
authorities that are not
to be questioned. The
advisors had access to
all information. Their
importance is also proved
by the fact that a letter
for V. Bojarsky

is addressed to
"Comrade Vladimir”
Source: ABS

Moreover, the influence of the Soviet secret service on Czechoslovak
security machinery grew further during this period. The time had come when,
after a period of often unofficial contacts and consultations, Soviet advisers
were directly incorporated into the Czechoslovak security machinery early in
the 1950s. This was also the time of absolute Soviet influence. In 1949, Lichacev
and Makarov, the first two Soviet advisers, were invited to Czechoslovakia. By
the end of the same year, there were already 27 advisers installed within the
State Security, who were highly specialised (i.e. there was one adviser with each
counter-intelligence unit). The importance of Soviet advisers can be proved
also by the fact that their leader Vladimir Bojarsky, and his successor Aleksej
Beschasov, also served as advisers to the National Security Minister.
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Even more critical changes than those made in 1949 took place the following
year, and were connected with the situation in the Soviet bloc in general. Various
campaigns and the fight against “"domestic and foreign enemies” underlined the
importance of the State Security. Following the pattern in the USSR, and those
applied in other Eastern European countries, Czechoslovakia also established the
Ministry for National Security in May 1950. The Group I. - Security, became its
corner stone, but the Ministry centralised all armed forces, except for the army.
All State Security units reported to the State Security HQ, split into six sectors:
the 1% sector was counter-intelligence; the 2™ sector was politically related
intelligence; the 3 sector was economy and industry related intelligence; the 4"
sector comprised border and prison guards, and People’s Militia; the 5" sector
was in charge of surveillance and arrests; and finally, the 6™ sector was tasked
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The State Security Forces
member oath

Source:

Nation’s Memory Institute
(UPN) Archive

1948 - 1953

PROHLASENI

1. Slibuji, 2¢ budu podle svého nejlepsfho védomi a svédomi spolupra-
covati na vistavbé socialistické republiky Ceskoslavenské, které chei bezvghradnd
slousifi a prohladuji, 2e tufo prici budu konati v duchu programu Zeskoslovenské
viédy a Eeskoslovenskydh zdkond.

2. Jsem si védom(a) zvl43tni povahy price, kierd mi bude svéfena v oboru
st&ini bezpeénost a kferd mnd uklids nejen velikou petlivost pki vyfizovéni mych
kol ngbr? také mimoFidnou odpovédnost.

3. S ohledem na fufo zvla8fni prici slibuji, 2e budu zachovévati bezpod.
minefné mlZeni o viem, o &em se pki vyiizovén{ Gkold mi svifenydh dozvim, af jiZ
ptimo, nebo nepEimo a Ze £ nikomu nic nevyzradim o organisaci a o zplisobu sluZby,
Kkters je, nebo bude v oboru staini bezpeénosti zavedena.

4. Zavazuiji se, Je ka?d¢ mi znémy pokus i néznak IpioniZe, nebo jaky=
koliv jing zpdisob zpravodajské Zinnosti, o kferé bych se dozvedél(a) pki vyFizovéni
svého Gkolu v GEad& nebo i mimo Gfad, thned ohlisim svym pfedstavenym.

Beru na védomi, #e porueni t&dto mydh slibl a zévazkd bude miti za né-
sledek nejen mé okamZité propudténi z Gtadu, ale i ptisné frestnf stibini podle
zékona & 231/48 na ochranu lidové demokratické republiky.

mu 1.I11.1950. Bratislava

Predaosta adboru mbo jeho sdituper / Podpis stibujictho



with investigations. One year later, the sectors were renamed to units, and there
were also other structural changes made sometimes, though, justin names. The
State Security HQ was renamed the State Security Central Directorate. The State
Security Central Unit was split into the units below in April 1952: the I** unit dealt
with the fight against foreign secret service; the II"® unit dealt with the fight with
internal reaction; the III'¥ unit was supposed to fight economic and industrial
espionage and sabotage; the IV*" unit was in charge of technical equipment; V
unit was tasked with surveillance, arrests, house searches etc.; and finally, unit
VI/A was in charge of investigating nationwide cases, and VI/B unit managed
investigations led by individual Regional State Security Directorates.

The number of State Security members in Slovakia as of 1** September 1950

Regional State Security HQ Bratislava 692; of which 160 in the "Janosik” unit
Regional State Security HQ Nitra 188
Regional State Security HQ Kosice 239
Regional State Security HQ Banska Bystrica 202
Regional State Security HQ Zilina 201
Regional State Security HQ PreSov 193

Once the Ministry for National Security was established, National Security
Corps in Slovakia no longer reported to the Internal Affairs Commission. It only
retained the agenda of public administration and the National Committees.
However, this situation as well as attempts to control Slovak Regional State
Security HQ directly from Prague meant that the status of the Slovak BA unit
(State Security) was redundant, or a very problematic one. In April 1950, Viktor
Sedmik, the BA Unit Director, was forced to leave and was replaced by Teodor
Balaz, who even managed to remove his rival M. Bél, and thus became the most
powerful man in the security apparatus in Slovakia — being the deputy of Jozef
Pavel, National Security Vice-Minister. Since June 1950, Balaz was in charge of
transferring the security service from the Commission to the Ministry for National
Security. His competences also included proposals for personnel changes, i.e. he
proposed relocating staff members. He prepared the plans for changes together
with Oskar Valasek, a security official within the Slovak Communist Party Central
Committee. The final decision was taken by the Ministry for National Security. At
the end of August 1950, BK, BA and BC Bratislava Units were abolished and all
regional security units reported directly to the Ministry for National Security in
Prague. Employees of the Internal Affairs Commission were fired or transferred to
Regional State Security HQ. Following an agreement between Viliam Siroky and
Ladislav Kopriva, Minister for National Security, certain officials were transferred
from the Internal Affairs Commission directly to the Ministry of National Security,
where they were supposed to work as experts on Slovak issues. No authority
was maintained in Slovakia that would control Slovak State Security units. Within



Sta_te Security service
official card in 1945
Source: ABS

The State Security service
was not for everyone
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

Krajské velitelstvo stb.Ziline.

i e ———

Posudok prijimace] komisie © prijatie uchédzatas

et e e o Ppp———

§tet iar Pavel nor.16.4.1922 ¥ &iernom,okres Gedcayvojak v zé-
1ohe ,Zenaty zivi dve detl ,robotnik,nem.a;}etn}'f.
Fola x4 &t obezpelnstného vySetrenia meroveny Jje Elenom stIEmy od 16.4.194
_je riadne prevereny.Flne zi¢ stnuje sa str.nického Zivosa pricom je tlen
nom marx-leninského yrusku.Ako uplne bez majetny Jje patritne] tirednej
uvedomelostd) prifom Jje tie% znatne mlitigl_q:‘ gxagm,z\iéaatnil sa Slove.
naro@iného povstania so zbranou, E--w priebeho poystania Nemcam
zajaty & odtrancportoveny do koncontrainého tabors do Nemackee
Podla zistenia komisie néboZensiy neni z.taZenye
Komisia sa rozhodla menovaného prijef do sboru SNB pre sloZbu 5tbe

Za l_{raj.kédrovrjdk. Kroj.polit.tajomnike Predseda komisies

Rimﬁh.mf\\ Haded 37 fl‘éj’ﬁfék,b(_
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Karol Bacilek, member
of the Slovak Communist
Party and once also the
Minister for National
Security Source: National
Archive in Prague

Whatever the animosities existing
among State Security staff in Slovakia
at this time, they were only those that
had continued from the past. The main
protagonists were Lt-Col Teodor Baldz,
Lt-Col Viktor Sedmik and Maj Matej
Bél. Balaz managed to get rid

of Bél and send him to a less important
position, and once Rudolf Viktorin

left, only Sedmik and Balaz, the two
main rivals, remained in the BA unit
of the State Security. The latter,

being supported by Viliam Siroky,
made common cause with

M. Bél and together, they acquired
control over the operations” staff.

They also managed to cut off

Sedmik, the “old cadre"- read former
Gendarmerie member — from the flow
of information at the Communist Party
level. So, Baldz managed to get rid of
Sedmik and Bél, but Oskar Valasek,
the security officer of the Slovak
Communist Party Central Committee
still stood (n his way, and he had very

close contacts with people around

M. Bél. Another success of Baldz

in gaining the monopoly of power

in the State Security in Slovakia came
when other opponents from the Police
corps were arrested — FrantiSek Hagara
and Frantisek MiSeje. The arrest

of the Hagara brothers and their
subsequent interrogation in Prague,
however, also foreshadowed a direct
danger for Baldz, just as was the case
of his close friends and State Security
members Igndc Capla, Adolf Preddk,
and Rudolf Lancaric. The latter was
later executed. Balaz's fall drew even
closer when people were arrested with
whom he had very lively contacts,
such as Jozef Trojan, former partisan
commander, and Sefik Kevic, the
Yugoslav consul to Bratislava. The
abolition of the BA Unit brought
uncertainty for Teodor Baldz, the
gradual ending of his State Security
service, and finally, the end of his
career and imprisonment.

the Bratislava Regional State Security HQ, a group of 25 people was maintained,
whose task was to complete pending nationwide cases. During this overall
operation that took place in the middle of 1950, State Security staff, who had
joined the police corps before 1945 were also released from the service. Thus,
the State Security definitively became a thoroughly centralised body.

In July 1952, further restructuring of regional State Security units took place.
Regional State Security HQs were renamed Regional State Security Directorates,
with almost no changes in theirinternal structure. Counter-intelligence tasks were
still carried out by the I unit ; the I[I" unit maintained the political intelligence
agenda; the III"! unit was still tasked with economy related intelligence; the IV
unit was in charge of technical equipment; the V" unit dealt with surveillance and
arrests; and interrogation remained with the VI" unit . The structure of Regional
State Security Directorate copied that of the Central State Security Directorate
within the Ministry of National Security. The structure of District State Security
Agencies was emerging then, with a State Security Unit established within almost
every district. The lowest organisational State Security structures were divided
into three levels, depending on their importance. In January 1953, these were
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A ot - W‘Ejﬂw;/ o
Qr zanisace tiné listovni

oSSBT EGmeL KVSt, .. /'fﬂ/ﬂ_’_‘%

1, ﬁkolgm tajné listowmni censury jest ziskati v3echny
~ dosaZitelné moZnosti kontroly vedkerych poStovnich

zdsilek v rémei lkraje,hlavnd ve styku vnitrostdtnim
a vyuZivati ji k odhilovéni vSech stétu nepidtelsigfen
a Bkedlivych Zivld,pri femZ nutno dbdti v nejvdtii
nife naprostéhc utajeni této Cinnosti,
Censura postovnich zdsilek do i ze zahranil{ jest.
provédiéna censurnim sti¥ediskem Praha a Bratislava,
V rdmci kraji soustfedi se censura zahraniénich zdsi-
lek pouze na sledovally,

2. Krajslé censurni stiedislo nevystupuje oficielnd pied
uraéy neb vei'e jnosti,tvold{ samostatnou tajnou &dst
KVStb,lkteré povahou své price duplﬁuje.

Censurni finnost provddi v rdmci kraje jen KVStb,

SloZky strahiclé,vojenské atd.mohou ziskdvati censur-

ni materidl prostrednictvim KVStb,ktery se s nimi.za
timto ifelem ddhodne na nejlepdi formé spoluprice,
Vedouciho .lrajokého censurniho stfediska jmenuje wveli-
tel XVSib,l:tery schvaluje $6Z i pfijeti kaZdého zaméstnan~
ce pro laajské censurni st¥edisko,

Za vybudovéni krajslkého censurniho stiediska jest odpo-
védny velitel KVStb.

3. Vedleré z&sadni pokyny a opatieni k provddini tajné
listovni censury dostdvaji krajskd censurni stiediska
od Ministerstva wvnitra - pfisluiiného odddlens SR

hikteré jest kontrolnim a nadiizenym orgénem.ve vi-
cech tajné listovni censury pro celé tvzemi 8SR,
Tomuto odd&leni musi byt zasildna yveikerd hléeni vy-
plyvajici z censurni &innosti lc'a,jsk&ch censurnich
stiedisek,a to:

a Wéai&si pracowni vykaz /viz prfiloZeny vzor/

Mésitni zprdva o Sinnoati censumniho stledista,

workcc';?-:ilgg?az:isc:}ig v niZ bude vidy uvedeno hlédeni o ziskqn:}ch zkuse-
State Security nostech,o opatfenfch,a potfebdch krajského censur.

Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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Regional State
Security HQ
Bratislava
Trnava

Trendin

Sered’
Malacky

Skalica
Bratislava-okolie

Calovo
Dunajska Streda
Galanta

Myjava

Pezinok
Piestany

Senica

Senec

Nové Mesto
nad Vahom

Samorin

divided again, this time into only two levels, and with the newly established State
Security unit in the city of Handlova, there were 89 of them (the State Security
Unit in Ilava was transferred to Dubnica nad Vahom, then). The Danube River,
being the border river and also an important transportation route connecting
Yugoslavia with capitalist countries, required establishing two State Security
units in Komarno (in the city and in the port, respectively). Moreover, State
Security HQ was planning to establish the “Dunaj™ State Security Unit within the
Regional State Security HQ in Bratislava, in the spring of 1952. This unit was finally
established in May of 1954, and comprised two units plus the Bratislava-port
Passport control Department. Its first unit located in the Regional Directorate of
the Ministry of the Interior "worked" on Czechoslovak Dunajplavba sailors, as well
those from other countries who sailed on the Danube River through the territory
of Czechoslovakia. Also, the Bratislava-port Passport control Department was
established. The second unit located in the city of Koméarno, “worked"” on sailors
from Yugoslavia sailing to Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavs living in Komarno and the

Overview of District State Security Divisions as of 1* July 1952

Regional State
Security HQ
Nitra

Noveé Zamky
Topolc¢any
Levice
Partizanske

Komarno

Komarno-
lodenica

Banovce
Prievidza
Stlrovo
Hurbanovo
Zeliezovce
Sala
Surany

Vrable
Zlaté Moravce

Hlohovec

Regional State
Security HQ
Banska Bystrica
Zvolen

Brezno

Lucenec

Banska Stiavnica

Rimavska Sobota
Modry Kamen
Sahy

Krupina

Svaty Kriz

Nova Bana
Hnusta

Poltar

Safarikovo

Filakovo

Regional State
Security HQ
Zilina

Martin

Ilava

Liptovsky Mikulas
RuzZomberok
Povazska Bystrica

Kysuckeé
Nové Mesto

Cadca

Rajec

Turcianske Teplice
Trstena
Namestovo
Liptovsky Hradok
Bytca

Plchov

Dolny Kubin

7 Transl. note: Slovak name for the Danube River.

Regional State
Security HQ
Kosice

Roznava

Stary Smokovec
Spisska Nova Ves
Trebisov

Poprad
Cierna nad Tisou

Levoca

Reviica

Moldava
Kralovsky Chlmec
Secovce
Kezmarok

Gelnica

Regional

State Security HQ
Presov

Snina

Spisska Stara Ves
Vranov
Michalovce

Bardejov
Velké Kapusany

Stara Lubovna
Stropkov
Svidnik
Sobrance
Medzilaborce
Giraltovce
Humenné

Sabinov



“Fabrication” of show
trials against “the
enemies” was one of the
State Security principal
activities in 1948 — 1953.
The investigators used
inhuman methods

— physical and mental
torturing - forcing the
accused to learn their
testimonies by heart;
confessing to have
committed

the worst crimes

Source: TASR
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If a State Security
member committed

a crime due to "excess
eagerness and devotion”
to the socialist state,

a disciplinary punishment
was sufficient,

no prosecution

was necessary

Source: ABS

%

POVERENIK SPRAVODLIVOSTI

V Bratislave dna 25.9.1951.

Cislo :212/51-gekr

sekrat&nét 0-KSs-B
do ;ﬁ s.Mua

v Bratislave,

VéZeny sudruh,

oznamujem Ti,Z%e som dal pokyn kraj-
skému prokurdtorovi v Ziline,aby trestné stibanie proti Mikulé-
Zovi Jakebovi bolo zastavené pretoZe menovany sa dopustil trestné-
ho &imu z pr{li¥nej horlivosti a oddenosti k ndZmu zriadeniu sue
vyprovokovany hrubjm protiftdtnym chovanim sa zsradencov.Sudruh
Mikulds Jakab bude za predmetné Siny potrestany disciplindrne svo=
jim sluZobnym uradom,

Prédei &est !

Pofver ik
A ,fffu?

b | (/

Yugoslav trade representation located in Koméarno port. Through its agents, the
“Dunaj” unit dealt with illegal border crossing and contacts between foreign
sailors and Czechoslovak people (smuggling, illegal border crossing attempts).
During its existence, it also participated in “interventions” in Austria, and it even
organised kidnapping from this country.
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Significant organisational changes in 1950 - 1952 meant that a whole
generation of State Security commanders in Slovakia was gone. Thus, this period
was characterised by many new State Security staff who joined the organisation,
and also by the discontinuity of Slovak cadres, as many prominent leaders were
arrested, and were replaced by commanders from the Czech part of the country.

Regional State Security HQ Directors in Slovakia, 1949 - 1953

1+ January 1949 - 19" October 1951 Jozef IIcik
18" September 1949 - 5" April 1950 Stefan Orlik (acting)
Bratislava
20" October 1951 — 4* March 1953 Jaroslav Hrbacek
Jaroslav Hrbacek 5% March 1953 - 31%t December 1953 Michal Krélka
Source: ABS
1% January 1949 — 30*" May 1949 Michal Ivani¢
- 30% May 1949 - 19t April 1950 Ludovit Filan
itra
1* August 1950 — 13" November 1951 Ludovit Filan
13" November 1951 - 31 December 1953 Frantisek Cervenka
1+ January 1949 - 20" January 1949 Pavol Parobek
10* February 1949 - 28" February 1950 Frantisek Vidiecan
Banska Bystrica 1% March 1950 — 31¢t July 1950 Michal Sadlon
34 August 1950 — 12* October 1951 Miroslav Vomacka
13" October 1951 - 31 December 1953 Frantisek Novak
) o 1 January 1949 - 15 November 1949 Jozef Tomasovic
Ludovit Filan -
Source: ABS 15" November 1949 — 29* November 1949 Stefan I. Chudik (acting)
Zilina 29" November 1949 — 28" February 1950 Michal Sadlon
1 March 1950 — 10*" August 1951 Stefan Kubik
10% August 1951 — 15" November 1953 Martin Lipar
1% January 1949 — 31 July 1950 Jozef Mosorjak
1* August 1950 — 4% March 1953 Jozef Balog
Kosice :
5% March 1953 - 1** June 1953 Jaroslav Hrbacek
8t July 1953 - 31* December 1953 Martin Bencek
1%t January 1949 - 1t November 1949 Michal Jankovic
27" October 1949 - 3 August 1950 Jozef Farkas
Miroslav Vomacka Presov 39 August 1950 - 28" May 1952 Michal Sadlon
Solircer ARS 28 May 1952 - 19% June 1952 Jozef Behti (acting)

1% August 1952 - 31 December 1953 Frantisek Tomiska



The Era of Terror

Example

—filling card from 1951
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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1948 -

The beginning of the 1950s brought
fabricated trials of regime opponents,
and searches for enemies inside

the Party itself. Even the security
machinery leaders did not manage to
avoid being arrested and sentenced.
From the Slovak point of view, the
most interesting trial was that of

the Oskar Valdsek and accomplices,
which involved Oskar Valdsek, security
officer of the Slovak Communist Party
Central Committee, as well as other
leading State Security representatives
in Slovakia — Rudolf Viktorin, Viktor
Sedmik, Teodor Baldz, Matej Bél, Simon
Cermdk, Mikulds Horsky, Juraj Glazer,
Mikulas Fodor and Martin Kraus.
During the so called follow-up process
of the trial with communist leaders
around Rudolf Slansky, Czechoslovak
Communist Party Central Committee
members, they were tried as Slovak

Laco

Kryel jmeno:

bourgeois nationalists and Zionist
cosmopolitans. Bourgeois nationalists
in particular were charged with the
unwillingness to conform to the
Ministry of the Interior and cooperation
with Tito's Yugoslavia. As stipulated

in the verdict, the Zionists were
pushing the state to conform to the
Jewish bourgeoisie and imperialists
from the USA. There.is a certain

irony, as the court also held the State
Security officials responsible for violent
interrogation methods, smuggling,

and many other criminal activities

that were actually committed. All
members of the group were convicted
at the end of 1953 and sentenced to
long term of imprisonment. The last
ones were released after the amnesty
proclaimed in 1960. In 1963, they were
all rehabilitated and paid large

sums in compensations.
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Defining the collaborators

according to the
directives of 1948
Source: ABS

Vlie#ka $islo IIT/2-A.

A. Spolupraccvnici agenturni sité.

Vyasvétiivka 3

Agent jest cizi slovo. Znamond: Jednajiei, t.j. ten,
kdo jcand, »esp, je jednénim povifen. Kafdj 2 orgént
sluby jest vlastnd sl. stdtn¥-bezpednostnim agentem,

Slovo nemé hanlivého vy¥znamu. Dnes jo, -pouZivéno pro
oznabtieni externich spolupracovnikf{i, t.j. t¥ch, ktef{
glou#i slufbd& bez vnitiniho zamdstnaneckéno pom¥ru. V ui-
£fm slova smyslu jest pak agent ten, kdo p¥i tom méd dfvd-
ru nep¥itele.

1/. Agenti :

Agent jest vddonmf a i formélnd /pisemn¥ neb jinou
formau/ zavédziny, stfly, a spolehlivy spolupracovnik
stéin¥-bezpodnostni slufby, jeni tajn¥, podle jejich p¥{f-
kazh, phsedbi v prostfedi nepiételském neb v prostfedi, kde
se nop¥{tel sousticiuje a jenk poifvéd jeho dtviry.

ef Agen t /zkratke A/ je agent, kter§ se osv3ddil do
takové miry, %e neni jiZ tém¥F pochybnosti o tom, Ze
splnf jakfkoliv p¥ikaz stb sluiby s naprostou ukdznd._
nosti a jesdné-1i nejen spolehlivd, nybri i z wnitiniho
plesvddieni,

v/ A g on tP /zkratka AP/ jost egent, kterf jednd z ji-
nyeh pohnutek.

o/ Aggnt-kanaiddét [zkratke AK/ je vézany agent
jenZ neni jeit¥ dostateim® vyzkouSeny a nemdme dostatpd-
ny pedklad pro to, %o mifeme ¥fci, Ze se jiZ osviddil.

4/ A gen t P - kandiddt /zkratka, AKP/ je agont P, jend

'neni jesté dostatetnd vyzkouSen.
2/. Informétori:
e mmm—————
Jsou vdzané osoby, je¥ pravidelnd informuji ncbo plni

tajn® p¥ikazy stb slufby a jsou touto pravidelnd obslu-
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Example - Agency report
prepared in 1951

Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

Diwriboce:

Relerdeu —

C. § referity

Rel. phigal

m x—r s

LIST A. ¢. -

Otvar KU7BtD.B,B, Potet lisid s A — 2 i ?
Ridici orgin _VaVe Potad. &s. phistuintho fista B — 18
Znatka agents —LeaDa kryei jméno .-.-..,..
Zprava Fidicimu orginu pieding dne Samijo 1951a i
K& ze doe !
Navazuje na list A & od 20 dne.
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liricovd bule tiaX vediot o vysisladks,alsbo dokoncs:

fa Text 1bShruti 2 Dokum. prilohy 3 Prameny 4 Poan. agenta 5 Hodnocenl 6 Opatfeni

Klasifikace: s

Vic: Hr e £ & o k Jop? - spaiui& a tajnon vysielatiou v obvods &e):!
T T e i Fape—

Na zdkl.ds pisomného poii Ladislava Dud r u yZangstnancs
Saririiovo,navit{vil som tohoto dha S.mija 1951,aby som sa s nim ¢
hngoi vo vael vyndtrania tajnaj vysdelatiy,ktordi:sa podEa jeho poznat-
kov m& paehodit bud v Safdrikove,alebo v okolf Ociitinej.Ksd som pridie
X monovandma hnad ma privital z tym,%e prefo tak posde prichédzame.Po=
tom sz 33 rozhovorili o tom,sko on mohol alstilf,¥e na horespominangeh
misstach md sa noehddzat tajnd vysislatka.Ioformoval ma v toa smysle,
3e v misovjch sdvodoch R3D Safdrikovo bol zampstnany Josef Hr a b 1 &
& 2k 40 ktorym sa on d8vernsjiia poznal.Tanto vraj pri kaide) prilsii-
tostd,kedsad aledc viznennsho v Satirikove alefo v Jolo okolf stalo,
hovoril,%a uf na druhy deh budse o tom hoverit”hlas ameriky".Takéto -
risknutls sa opakovalo J krdt.V akutoSnosti i hlas Ameriky vysielal ties
to udalostl a v Jednom pripade vyel lal 4 sprdvu,aby ai na s.Du d ~-~g'
ddvall Fudla pozor & okrem toho uvddzall v tojto sivislosti elte im
ds15fch troch Muaf, P

Vyehidasjie z tyento zprdv a hovora Jozefa Hra b i § ek a
dsoval,2e tonto musi vedie! kda Jo tajod vysialaSka,Aviok od ttﬂ
nds volal 4o Baférikove asi po 3-4 dfioch Jozaf Hro b 1 8 o k
sprensvarinc v misovich zdvodoch viEEiu sush panazd a od toho
biZska vBbac navidiat. ,

Okrem toho spolupracovnfk spominal,do ich zamestrsikyhs &

nejaké apojerds s fiou, Tetole svojio Sssu howrila pred 4o
@ Ochtine] budi tieZ wvysielat zo zahranifia.Hricov d P



The Era of Terror

1948 - 1953

-

toti% = Ochtinej & byva v Saférikove u Jéna M a hd a 1

RSD v Safirikova,
2./ ./. -

3+/ Zprdvu podal Ladislav D u d r & ,ktorf uf pro turajile KVitd,
zpravodajskf pracoval a odhalil dva skupiny Tudi,

’l"‘htolo spolupracovnik md zdujem no tom,aby boli odhsleni Pudia 4
ktori protiStdtne pracuji a preto Ze to robf z .presvedienia mliis sa pré-

va pokleda® zs pravdivi.

§+/ Spolupracevnikovi boly dand idkoly by sa dostal do spojenia s
keleguni Jozefa HrebiZka,r prostrednictvom ktorjch mal zisti? kde aa tento
nachddza o dal J zlotl? pohyb a styky Hagdy HriSovej.

Between 1948 and 1953, the directive
governing State Security collaborators
also changed. There, we witness various
inconsistencies; real life had led to
cases that could not be contemplated
in any directive. Also, employees

tried to enhance the statistics of their
institution” performance; for example,
they registered “occasional informers”
as regular collaborators. This situation
was later reflected in an instruction
entitled “How to name security
collaborators”, issued early in April of
1948, which also included a request

to check the registry of collaborators,
and a notification for offices to expect
“a centralised inventory" of their
networks of agents. State Security
collaborators (the term agents was not
recommended for use, as already then
it had pejorative connotations) were
split into three principal categories:

1. Confidants and top (first-class)
agents; 2. Confidants—candidates, and
other agents-candidates; 3. Regular
informers. Occasional, random
informers and those who were not
bound in any way, were not considered
as part of the network of agents.
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Verified confidants could take over

the tasks of the “control body”, and
lead other State Security collaborators,
under certain circumstances, and they
could also get a regular salary for
these activities. When Regional State
Security HQs were established in 1949,
new directives were also formulated,
entitled “Administrative and
operational instructions for Regional
State Security HQ". These defined

an agent as the highest collaborator
category; this person was supposed

to be reliable, committed, and trusted
in a hostile environment. The difference
between an agent and informer was
that the latter was not trusted in

a hostile environment. Moreover,

a hew category was introduced —
“resident”, i.e. a collaborator managing
his own network of informers. The year
1950 brought certain changes, when
the operational staff also included
agents (not many changes in tasks,
however), informers (widened scope of
activities), residents (besides informers,
they could also manage agents),

as well as the above mentioned safe
house being introduced.
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673/

SEUIBUJEM,

SEUBLIJEM,

SEUBLIJEM,

e = Eestnych a viasteneckyeh pohnitok budem dobrovol'ne spolu-
racovat s feskoslovenskou stito bezpeénostmon sluzhou k zaisteniu
P

bezpecnostt udovo demokraticke) republiky Ceskoslovenskej.

z¢ budem presne a svedomite plnit vietky prikazy a pokyny pra-
covnika feskoslovenskej suito bezpeénostnej sluzby, ktory mi pred.
lozil rento sl'ub k podpisu, alebo osoby, ktord mi predlosi tento

mnou podpisany sl'ub, pripadne jeho overeni forokapiu,

fe zachovim v naprostej tajnosti vietko, o akokol'vek savisi
s mojou spolupricou s ceskoslovenskou dtito bezpenostnou sluzhou
a s Gkolami, sverenymi mne pracovnikmi tejto sluzby. Ani svojim
najblizéim rodinnym prisluinikom a osobim, zastdvajicim akdkol’-
vek politicki, verejni & ftirnu funkeiu o rejto svojej Sinnosti nic

nevyzradim.,

Berem na vedomie, e porugenim tohoto sl'ubu by som spﬂch:ll

trestny &in, pre krory by som bol stihany podl'a trestnyeh zikonov.

ﬂ;ﬂwm" dne G4 Aars 195.7°

Tento sl'uby prijimdm:

Example —a commitment
of collaboration

Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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Front page of the
employee personal

file of an officer

of State Security

Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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After Klement Gottwald — the president of Czechoslovakia and Chairman
of the Czechoslovak Communist Party, died in 1953, Antonin Zapotocky
replaced him, became the new president and was elected Chairman of
the Czechoslovak Communist Party. The new leadership of the Party
reflected the USSR ideas regarding secret service activities into the

State Security; after Lavrentiy P. Beria was arrested and executed, these
underwent substantial changes. The organisation of the political police
changed, as did its direction. Its objectives such as the fabrication of
huge show trials, spreading terror, arresting the regime opponents and
sending them to prison or camps changed, and the control of opposition
mainly via a network of collaborators became the priority. The rejection
of methods applied under J. V. Stalin’s rule at the XX congress of the
USSR Communist Party in February 1956 established conditions for the
gradual revision of certain political trials and the rehabilitation of their
victims. Interrogations and dismissals of State Security staff responsible
for applying “incorrect” work methods between 1948 and 1953
culminated early in the 1960s. Internal chaos within the State Security
was caused also by the trial of Antonin Prchal, the former Vice-Minister
for National Security, which also involved many investigators. Changes in
State Security operations resulted not only from the officially proclaimed
"victory of socialism” in Czechoslovakia in 1960, but also from new
approaches applied by foreign intelligence services. In some cases, the
State Security activities were limited also by the low education and
qualifications of its staff. On the other hand, leading positions started to
be given to the Moscow KGB school graduates who were to ensure for

a higher level of professionalism and efficiency; which, considering the
situation in Czechoslovakia then, the State Security service managed

to maintain during this whole period. KGB school graduates usually
maintained close contacts with Soviet advisers in Czechoslovakia. The
Prague KGB office staff participated in the anti-democracy process in
1968, together with their State Security colleagues.

Thedeaths of both Joseph Stalin and Klement Gottwald also signalled changes
in the State Security. For example, the intervention of Karol Bacilek, Minister
for National Security in 1953, when he cancelled the much-feared interrogation
units (VI/A and VI/B) and and newly established Directorate of State Security
Investigation detached from the Main Directorate of State Security. In mid-May
1953, he also intervened, in a very brutal way, against the State Security staff in
Bratislava, Zilina and Gottwaldov (Zlin, today) who were making arrests without
cause and using physical and mental terror, as well as provocations. Outwardly,



Guardian of the Regime

Karol Bacilek, the Minister
for National Security, just
a puppet in the hands of
Soviet advisors

Source: TASR

the regime professed to fight against the unlawful activities of the State Security
staff, and in particular its junior officers. Nevertheless, these methods were still
tolerated; their complete abolition would mean destabilisation of the totalitarian
system. The steps taken by Minister Bacilek — who was fully controlled by Soviet
advisers — were related to the resolution of relations between the Czechoslovak
Communist Party and the State Security, as the latter started to acquire more
power in the previous years than its founder, the Party. Thus, the Party leaders,
having received the blessing of Moscow, started to prepare major changes in the
National Security Ministry, which were directed towards abolition of the body
itself, as well as the State Security HQ, and dividing the State Security into several
organisational units that would be easier to control and command. The State
Security restructuring that followed was accompanied by enhanced political
control within the security forces, and eventually the term "State Security” was
also used less.

The Czechoslovak Government adopted a decision on 11 September 1953,
to merge the Ministry of National Security with the Ministry of the Interior. As
a consequence, President Zapotocky appointed the virtually unknown Rudolf
Barak as Minister of the Interior. In early October 1953, new structure for the
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Rudolf Barak ,

the Minister of the
Interior was expected
to better subordinate

the State Security to the

Communist Party.

His name is connected
with the completion
of the "sovietisation”
of the Czechoslovak
security forces

Source: TASR

Jaroslav Miller, the Head
of Foreign Intelligence for
a considerably long-time

Source ABS

ministry was introduced, with the State Security internal organisation mirroring
the Soviet model. However, almost no changes in the cadres took place.
Besides Karol Bacilek, the Minister for National Security, only Stanislav Baudys,
the deputy minister, left the ministry. Oskar Jelen, Jindfich Kotal, and Antonin
Prchal, other deputy ministers, kept their roles. Prchal, who was then 30, was
promoted and appointed to the new position of the first deputy minister of the
interior. Karel Kostal, who used to work with the State Security Investigation
Directorate, a recent graduate from the Moscow MGB School, was appointed a
member of the new Ministry management. The minister and his three deputy
ministers (except for Jindfich Kotal) were responsible for individual State Security
Units that continued to be led by the proved State Security staff. Only Bohumil

Central State Security units and their Heads (as of 1% October 1953)

I Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

(Secret Service) Head : Lt-Col Jaroslav Miller

11" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

{Counter-intelligence) Hzhg

: Maj Vladimir Matousek

III“ Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

= AT Head :
(Political counter-intelligence) e

Maj Frantisek Svoboda

IV* Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

{Economy related counter-intelligence) o

Maj Jiti Rybin

V* Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (Counter-

intelligence related to transport and communications) SSELELENiCRnte

Head :

VI Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

(Military counter-intelligence) fts€uiosefstainlt

Head :

VII" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

{(Surveillance and reports about interest individuals) Head

: Maj Antonin Kavan

VIII™" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

(Protection of the Party and Government leaders) Ces

Head :

IX*" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

{Technical equipment and devices) EeeCallkaratSmisek

Head :

Investigation Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior Head : Lt-Col Milan Moucka

I* special unit of the Ministry of the Interior

(Operative records and registry) teag

mjr. Vaclav Jiras

1" special unit of the Ministry of the Interior

(Correspondence check) e

Capt. JUDr. Milan Dolezal

11T special unit of the Ministry of the Interior

(Passports and visa) Head:

Maj Josef Linart

V" special unit of the Ministry of the Interior

o s
(Eastern emigration) 1t Lt Jan Vicek

Head :

11T department of the Ministry of the Interior (codes) Head : 1°' Lt Rudolf Vana
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Doubek, the former head of the State Security Investigation Unit, left the State

Regional Administration  gecyrity management; he was held responsible for brutal interrogation methods

of the Ministry of the

and torturing of both actual and putative communist regime opponents and

Interior :
Source: Nation’s Memory enemies. 3 ; 3
Institute (UPN) Archive At the turn of 1953 — 1954, organisational changes took place also in regional

State Security units. The Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior led by Rudolf
Barak proposed to the Political Bureau to merge the then Regional State Security
Directorate, Regional Public Security Service Directorate and Regional Unit of
Correctional Facilities and establish one security force from these: the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. Its mission and key objectives were
defined as follows: "The task of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior will be the operational fight against agents from imperialist intelligence
services, as well as internal enemies. It will be tasked to protect the public order
and safety of people within the region, to ensure that the principles of socialist
co-existence of people are observed, to protect the state and cooperative
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Josef Houska, the

Head of the Regional
Administration of the
Ministry of the Interior for
a considerably long-time,
Bratislava

Source: ABS

ownership, as well individual property of people, and to control public and
road transportation within the respective region. Moreover, it will fight against
criminals, mainly economic saboteurs, diversionists and those who violate public
order. It will control and operate prisons, guard these properly, organise work
and jobs for prisoners, and take care of their re-education”. The definition of
the mission of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior expressed
the merger of the three so far separate security forces, and it also implied the
dominant position of the State Security, as its units remained to be hidden within
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior structure as the latter’s
units and departments. This new organisation of regional security structure
was approved by the Secretariat of the Czechoslovak Communist Party on 9"
November 1953. Early in 1954, new Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior was established in the cities of Bratislava, Nitra, Zilina, Banska Bystrica,
PreSov and KoSice. After restructuring, District units of the Ministry of the
Interior became the lowest organisational level, where the so called operation
groups were located. Like the central level, this organisational structure of the
State Security was maintained until the mid-60s, with only minor changes and
adjustments.

Number of operational staff within respective units of the Regional
Directorates of the Ministry of the Interior (1954)

Bratislava 669
Nitra 228
Banska Bystrica 232
Zilina 349
KosSice 409
Presov 217
Together 2,104

The Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior had an almost
identical structure with the central State Security units, which were hidden in
a secret and quite complex structure of the Ministry of the Interior. Individual
units within Regional Directorate had equal focus as units and departments
of the Ministry in Prague, which provided the methodology and controlled
their work (for example, the Il Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior was
responsible for the activities of III'"d Directorate within the Regional Directorate of
the Ministry of the Interior). Military counter-intelligence was the only exception,
as its territorial units located within the respective Regional Military Directorate
reported directly to the HQ, and the Directorate for protection of Party and
Government leaders, with only one external unit — the VIII* unit — located with
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava. When the



State Security within the Internal Affairs Commission was abolished in the middle
of 1950, Slovak State Security units were managed directly from Prague by the
National Security Ministry or the Interior Ministry, as it was renamed later (1950-
1953). The absence of a Slovak security HQ was to a certain extent substituted
by the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava. Its
specific status was determined by Bratislava being the centre of Slovakia, as
there were embassies and consulates of foreign countries located there, as
well as representations of foreign trade and commercial companies, and many
other institutions, while foreign journalists and tourists also came to the city,
which had a very lively social and cultural life. Moreover, the Bratislava Region
had a common direct border with a capitalist country — Austria. Therefore,
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior was tasked with more
work, its organisational structure was wider, and it comprised more operational
staff. Its head was usually a Czech State Security officer trusted both by the
Prague ministry and the Soviet secret service. In 1958, the Ministry management
considered strengthening the competences assigned to the head of the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava, and enhancing his powers
at least to the level of deputy minister — the Deputy Minister for Slovak Security
forces. Nevertheless, these considerations never went any further.

The Secret service was in charge of intelligence, espionage and counter-
intelligence activities abroad. It was formed soon after the end of WWII as a
relatively small unit. It was only in the era when Rudolf Barak was appointed
the minister of the interior (1953-1961), that the secret service expanded and
became professional. Its headquarters was located in Prague, and since the mid-
50s, there were secret service units located in regional cities, as well secret service
offices abroad — the so called "residenturas”. Members of the so-called "legal
residenturas” used the cover of diplomatic posts at embassies, Travel agents,
Czechoslovak Airlines, Czechoslovak Press Agency staff and staff of export-
oriented enterprises, for their intelligence activities. The secret service formed an
autonomous element within the State Security organisational structure almost
throughout its existence; it had its own records and operational archive, and
its head reported directly to the Minister for Interior. In order to strengthen
the espionage activities against capitalist countries that had numerous foreign
secret service centres (in particular the USA, the UK, France and Germany),
and also to better utilise the existing possibilities for selecting and sending
staff abroad, secret service units were established within selected areas of the
Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior on 19™ November 1954. In
Slovakia, these were established in Bratislava and Kosice, and since April 1955, the
I units within the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior were also
established in Nitra, Banskéa Bystrica, Zilina and PreSov. Organisationally, these
reported directly to the head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior, but as regards their specialised activities, they reported directly to the
head of the Czechoslovak secret service. Secret service units within the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior focused in particular on selecting
and searching for potential secret collaborators who could have possibilities
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During the Minister Barak
era, the Czechoslovak
Secret Service became also
famous for kidnapping.
These activities were usually
approved also by the Party
leaders. This document

is Barak’s approval of
kidnapping of Imrich Sucky
from Austria. Handwritten
note proves the consent

of Antonin Novotny, the
Czechoslovak Communist
Party leader

Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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The Czechoslovak secret service
focused not only on fulfilling the
Czechoslovak-Communist Party's
objectives; there were other tasks

it performed that had no meaning

for the country, but served the

Soviet Union’s power politics. The
secret service also used so-called
active measures; these were secret
operations that were supposed to
influence the positions and acts of
individuals, groups of people and also
the general public in the host country
in favour of the foreign policy of
Czechoslovakia and other communist
bloc countries. Active measures

such as spreading disinformation,
publishing compromising documents,
starting riots or demonstrations — to
mention only a few — were supposed
to weaken or confuse the foreign
opponents. However, the Czechoslovak
secret service did not hesitate to use
“active measures” such as sabotage,
kidnapping and murders. One example
involves the active measures used in
the operation codenamed SEPARATIST,
focused on weakening the activities of
Jozef Mikus, a Czechoslovak emigrant
and official of the Slovak National
Council Operating Abroad. The

secret service sent him a letter from
the USA in 1958, in the name of a

“Czechoslovak emigrant”, who told
him about being in contact with the
“Gabcik and accomplices” that had
killed Matus Cerndk, a politician and
diplomat, and also Frantisek Hrusovsky,
director of the Slovak Institute in
Cleveland, adding that this group
were also planning to assassinate

him and therefore advising him to
stop working for the Slovak National
Council Operating Abroad and to move
somewhere else. The secret service
evaluated this operation successful

as after being delivered the letter,
Mikus retired from all his activities.
Nevertheless, the most brutal methods
used by the State Security were the
kidnapping and murder of unwanted
persons. On 5% July 1955, a bomb
exploded in a post office in Munich
when a package was opened, killing
Matus Cerndk, a politician and
diplomat and chairman of the

German office of the Slovak National
Council Operating Abroad. Two other
people were killed and 13 injured
during this terrorist act that was most
likely prepared by the Czechoslovak
State Security. It was just a coincidence
that Franz Karmasin, a friend of Cerndk
and the former “Volksgruppenfiihrer”
of Slovak Germans, escaped the

death during this act.

to penetrate into secret services, government institutions, exile organisations
and scientific and research institutions, as well as other facilities of intelligence
interest. They established illegal channels for sending agents to Germany, Austria
and other Western countries, and uncovered, controlled and liquidated those
used by foreign intelligence services on the territory of Czechoslovakia.
Following the new reorganisation, there were four separate Directorates
of the Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior that were tasked with defence-
related intelligence — counter-intelligence, political intelligence, economy-
related counter-intelligence and transport and communication related counter-
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intelligence. Counter-intelligence (I Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior)
was to stop the penetration of capitalistic intelligence services into Czechoslovakia
and to uncover their spies among foreigners who were issued visas to travel to
Czechoslovakia, as well among Czechoslovak citizens. Counter-intelligence staff
activities were quite broad; they focused on revealing the links used by foreign
secret services to contact their members and "agencies” in Czechoslovakia, and
monitored embassies of enemy countries, their employees and also “ordinary
people” who contacted them and were suspected of espionage. They also
worked on political emigrants from Yugoslavia, Greece, Spain and Italy, and the
surveillance of family members and friends of refugees who were suspected of
cooperating with the so-called capitalist secret services. Counter-intelligence
staff monitored and liquidated actual and also putative espionage networks in
Czechoslovakia established by agents of foreign secret services. They watched
people from Germany, uncovered Nazi networks, members and confidants of
the Gestapo, Sicherheitsdienst and Abwehr, but they also tried to monitor those
who had had any contacts with foreign secret services (e.g. during WWII). All
these people were considered potential collaborators with hostile secret services.
Moreover, they watched cross-border transport (Czechoslovak Elbe-Odra and
Danube sailors, train personnel), and were in charge of passport departments
in Czechoslovakia. Their attention focused also on telephone and telegraph
connections, electricity and gas utilities connected with foreign countries.
Counter-intelligence also acquired information from the premises of the
Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Diplomatic Corps Administration
and Services, the Czechoslovak Foreign Institute, and from foreigners within
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An operation codenamed “JEDLA®"
was an example of a successful fight
of the State Security in Bratislava
against foreign secret services; the
State Security even summarised its
course and conclusions in a training
material for its new staff. In December
1961, the State Security, during
systematic checks of correspondence,
found a letter to Austria containing

a secret message of military character.
State Security staff did not stop

this letter and early in 1962, they
intercepted another one. Based on the
acquired information and graphology
expertise they knew that it had
something to do with a person from
Bratislava, middle aged and of average
education, who had travelled

abroad in 1961, and very likely

was asked to cooperate.

The State Security therefore was
scanned those who had travelled

to Austria in 1961 and excluded
young or elderly people. The rest

they checked against their registry

of suspects of espionage and also in
general public records, comparing
their handwriting with the signature
on the residence permit, and found out
that the letter was written by Frantisek
Siller from the Pravda Printing House.
Having found that, the State Security
continued to search for the source of
information, periodicity of sending,
and also, other individuals involved,
trying to uncover the secret service
they worked for, and how they were
managed and contacted. The State
Security found out that in 1957, during

#Transl. note: a fir tree.

a family visit to Vienna,

F. Siller met Rudolf Krystofy, who they
knew about in connection with the
acquisition or selection of people from
Czechoslovakia for espionage activities
for foreign secret services. Four years
after that, Krystofy introduced Siller

to a person called Jozef Nemec,on
record with the State Security as an
agent of the Bundesnachrichtendienst
— the West-German intelligence
service. J. Nemec proposed
cooperation to Siller, requesting
military-related information, and he
agreed. From September of 1961 until
July 1962, he delivered 20 letters to

an undercover address in Vienna with
coded messages, describing general
and publicly available information
with almost zero value to the West-
German secret service. In May 1962,
another Austrian joined the game —

M. Weihrauch, who was also contacted
by J. Nemec. Weihrauch worked as
driver for a certain Austrian company
and transported fuel oil from Slovnaft,
Bratislava, and was supposed to
contact Siller while in Czechoslovakia,
and bring his written messages. This s
how Siller got his last two messages to
Vienna. By then, the State Security was
already around pulling their strings,
and in July 1962, they detained F. Siller
and his wife, and five days later also
M. Wiehrauch. Siller and Weihrauch
were convicted of espionage and
sentenced to 12 years and six years
imprisonment, respectively. F. Siller’s
wife was sent to prison for two years
for not reporting criminal activity.
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The State Security
documents for
operation "JEDLA"
Source: Nation’s
Memory Institute
(UPN) Archive
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1/ Strufny popie skeie "JEDTA® :

V ekeii "JEDfA® ide o Epione Frentifke SILIERA, néfho
ob&esna, robotnickeho pivodu, v minulosti orgerizoveného
v soc., dem. streane, od r. 1947 &lenz KSS, jeho menZelku
Zteféniu rod. HBornfkowvu & Martine WEIHRAUCHA, rekiskeho
ttdtncho obfene, nérodnosti nemeckej, Zofers, ktory robil
syojku medzd STLLEROK s risdiecim orgénom SILIERA, vystu=
pujicim pod menom Jozef NEMEC, bytom vo Viednd.

Podnetom SILLIFA k zoviszeniu se k spolupréci e nepris-
telskou rozviedkou & k Zpicnéinej ¢innosti bole jeho ensha
touto Zinnostou se obohscovst, viest nédkladnejii Zivot
e pods Jeho trestnd &innost nesvedluje viek &j tomu, Ze
nemel klo ény pomer k socielisticlému zrisdeniu, nekolko
1 ked bol ¥lcnom KSS, nikdy sa sktivne v prospech politiky
strany nezapéjal ¢ neprejevovel,

STLIER zoznémil se uZ v re 1957 s vizovim cudzincom
Rudolfom KRISTOFYM v Erstislave, kem tento chodil e turise-
tickynd zdjezdemi, z& Ulelem prevédzenie &ierneho cbehodu
e odvtedy s nim udriovel v CosR Sssté styky eZ do roku
1959. V tomto roku boli cesty KRIZTOFY.U do CSSR pre jeho
fmelindrsku &irrost & pre podozrenie z prevddzenic trest=-
nej ¢irnosti vo#i JSSR - zekszenés Styk STLLIRA s KRISTOFYM
sa uskutodnil tsktieZ v r. 1958 priemo vo Viedni, kde bol
SILLER re sikromnej réviteve u svojej tety Peuliny PANTLIT=
SKOVEJ. Potom @i do zsistenie udriovel STLLER spojenie
s KRISTOFYM prostrecnictvom poity sko e cestou rakuskeho
i tétneho prilu¥niks, lekérs BURESA, ktory vlestnyu sutom
nevitevovel svojich zrémych v CSSR.

V euguste 1961 bol SILLER znovu ne sikromnej réviteve
u svoje] tety vo Vieéni. PriZiel opét co etyku s KRISTOFYM,
ktory ho neprcjil no egents nepristelslej rozviedky Jozefa
NENCA & tento SILLIRA po nickolkyeh stretnutisch spelu
e istym "FRANTISKON® zeverbovel pre iplonéinu &innoet proti
USSR @ vyfkoldl v piseni tsjnopionych zpréve Tym ss tied
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The State Security
documents for
operation "JEDLA"
Source: Nation’s
Memory Institute
(UPN) Archive
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The State Security
documents for
operation "JEDLA"
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the World Peace Council and the foreign broadcasting services of Czechoslovak
Radio. The staff of this State Security unit had their own prison and investigation
unit. Moreover, they also worked outside Czechoslovakia; for example, from 1953
until 1963, staff from the 11" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior worked
in Berlin, officially as Czechoslovak Press Agency employees. They maintained

In 1960, the Regional Directorate of
the Ministry of the Interior in Kosice
prepared an operation against

a Frenchman André Kirchberger

and Ladislav Motla from
Czechoslovakia, under the operation
cover name LIN. This also proves how
individual units within the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior cooperated. A. Kirchberger
came to Slovakia in July 1960, as

a tourist. The State Security (1" unit)
acquired the very first information
about him from the thorough
screening of visa tourists coming to
the country. Once in Czechoslovakia,
he contacted L. Motla, and according
to the State Security “was interested
in information about the reloading
station in Cierna nad Tisou,
transportation of various materials on
railways, building a crude oil pipeline,
electrification of the railway, etc.”
These issues were dealt by the V*
Directorate specialising in counter-
intelligence related to the protection

of transportation and communications.

The State Security evaluated the
26-year old Frenchman interest in
transportation issues as espionage;

L. Motl who provided the information
committed a criminal act of revealing
a state secret, under the socialist laws.
The case was immediately taken over
by the Prague counter-intelligence
HQ (the Il Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior). A. Kirchberger was
arrested, confessed committing

81

a crime, and was sentenced to 12
years imprisonment. However, this
was not the end of his story. While

in prison, Czechoslovak counter-
intelligence contacted him in April
1963, and asked him to cooperate
with them covertly. Later, in September
1963, they handed him over to the
Czechoslovak secret service to control
him further. In the same year, the State
Security exchanged him for a member
of the Czechoslovak secret service
detained in France for operating
illegally. Using the cover name SEINE,
Kirchberger was supposed to acquire
information about the French secret
service and its plans against the CSSR,
on behalf of the State Security. Four
years later, the State Security tried

to direct him to acquire information
about the activities of the USA and
Germany against Czechoslovakia,

in meetings that took place in
Leningrad and Moscow. The State
Security staff gradually became
convinced that Kirchberger continued
to further cooperate with the French
secret service and was only playing
tricky games with them. Therefore,
the State Security did not sent their
representatives (using the period
terminology — "no staffing

in the meeting asked by an agent”)

to meetings held in Germany in 1967,
in Bulgaria in 1968, Cuba in 1969
and the USSR in 1970, and finally
closed down the operation

completely in 1971.



contacts with the East-Germany secret police, managed a network of agents and
acquired information about hostile secret services, as well as set up their dirty
tricks and covert operations.

In Slovakia, counter-intelligence tasks were performed by units and
departments of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior.
Activities of foreign secret services in Czechoslovakia were uncovered by the
11" unit of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior; its staff “worked”
on foreign diplomats, journalists, students and also "visa foreigners” (tourists,
members of cultural and sport delegations, representatives of foreign trade
companies, technicians and relatives of people from Czechoslovakia). Moreover,
they also focused on emigrants from Czechoslovakia, and since 1960 also on
the representatives of Ukrainian exiles in Europe and the USA. State Security
in Slovakia also “worked” on the General Consulates of Austria and Yugoslavia.
Automatically, consulate employees were suspected of hostile activities against
Czechoslovakia, and consulate buildings were considered to be the locations of
foreign secret services. The State Security also paid attention to Czechoslovak
people who contacted employees of these institutions. To acquire information,
the State Security used technical devices and equipment, secret agents, checked
correspondence, and also used so-called open sources (public mass-media),
official contacts, and the Diplomatic Corps Administration and Services, which
was established to ensure the material needs of representative offices and their
employees, following the Government proposal of 10™ April 1951. The State
Security controlled the Diplomatic Corps Administration and Services completely,
via secret agents and mainly its own staff whom it legalised in the top positions.
Special State Security units also monitored the movements of foreign diplomats
(including those working in Prague) and "visa tourists” in Slovakia.

Political counter-intelligence (the 1II¥ Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior) focused on the "internal enemy” — putative and actual communist
regime opponents and monitored the general public in Czechoslovakia for their
opinions, religion, political membership or race. Political counter-intelligence staff
“worked” on people who, according to communist doctrines, could be included
into certain hostile ideology categories. Most often, these were Trotskyists (in
particular those criticising Stalin-type methods), Zionists (this term involved
Jews often regardless of political opinions), bourgeois nationalists (this term
covered in particular Slovak communists), members of former “reaction” political
parties (mainly those from the previous regimes), "right-wing" social democrats
(here, one should mainly see those who criticised the full and unreserved
subordination of social democracy to communists), and also “opponents hiding”
in the National Front parties, Freemasons and representatives of previous
political regimes — in particular those who had positions during the Hlinka’s
Party regime. Particular attention was paid to representatives of churches and
sects. Political counter-intelligence uncovered anti-communist activities among
young people, students, in the trade unions and the armed forces (except for
the Czechoslovak People’s Army), in the physical education sector, culture,
health care, the judiciary and people’s administration. It also revealed members
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Service oath of the State
Security members in 1961
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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SLUZOBNA PRISAHA

podlia vyhlssky ministra vnotra & 351961 Sb. o slutobnej prisahe
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Ja, ob2an Ceskoslovenskej socialisticke) republiky, prisahim vernost svoje] vlasti,
prezidentovi, vlide a vietkému pracujicemu I'udu, vedenému Komunistickou stranou
Ceskoslovenska,

sl'ubujem, ze budem vzdy statoénym, éestnym a ukdznenym prislusnikom bezpeé-
nostného sboru ministerstva vnitra, Ze budem zichovdval Stitne a sluZobné tajomstvo
a neustile zdokonal'ovat svoje politické a odborné vedomosti. Vietky dkoly uloZené
zikonmi, predpismi a rozkazmi budem plnif désledne a iniciativne. Prisne budem striZit
socialisticka zikonnost, chranil vysledky socialistického budovania, Zivoty a zdravie
obéanov, verejny poriadok, majerok I'udu a socialistické vymoZzenosti pracujicich.

Prisahdm, ze budem vzdy rozhodne bojoval proti nepriatel’'om svojej vlasti, ne-
priatelom Sovietského svizu | ostatnych socialistickych Stitov.

Sl'ubujem, Ze som pripraveny vynalozit vietky svoje schopnosti a nasadit i Zivot
v boji 2a zaujmy Ceskoslovenske| socialistickej republiky, za vifazstvo mieru a komu-
nismu.

TAK PRISAHAM!
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The order of the Minister
of the Interior regarding
registration of the so
called enemy individuals
Source: ABS
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-MINISTRA VNITRA

Rotnik 1964

V Praze dne 17. Gnora 1964

Cislo 10

,:—_’Tmfmm' s D,
10

Evidovéni nepFételskgeh osob,

V souvislosti s plnBnim dkold XI. sjezdu KSC
— likvidovat viechny pokusy o naruSovdni na-
Zeho budovatelského asili nepfatelskymi Zivly
% Fad porafenéd burfoazie — byl vyddn RMV
€. 1/1959 o rozpracovani, pozorovan{ a evido-
vanl tzv.  byvalfch ld(". Tento rozkaz vycha-
zel z objektivaiho hodnocenl politicko-ekono-
mické a operativni situace v CSSR.

Vysledky dosafené v bojl protl trestné &n-
nosti  byv. pledstavitell wvykofisfovatelskych
tfid a ostatni burZoazie potvrzujl, Ze jejich ne-
pidtelskd Cinnost proti soclalistickému stétni-
mu zfizeni je nebezpetnd a vyZaduje bdélost

bezpeénostnich orgdni, MNendvist k socialistic-
kému stﬁlntmu zﬂml u mmhl # nich dosud
trvd a v disl i & poli-
tické situace a nékterych milrnlch hospodét-
skych potizi CSSR je jesté zvySovdna,

V posledni dob# nabfvé boj proti témto oso-
bdm zvidstni dileXitostl. Zahrani®nl nepidtelé
s8¢ v souvislostl se zménou forem boje protl
CSSR na provdddni polltické | Ideologické di-
verze orlentuji pfedeviim na zbytky vykoristo-
vatelskych (fd a za Jejich pomocl se snal
vnést do Fad pracujicich rozkol, narusit jedno-
tu mazi Cochy a Slovaky, jednotu se Sovatskym
svazem a celfm soclallstickym tdéborem. Nephd-
telskd Cinnost téchio osob je nejen podporo-
véna, ale v Fad® pFipadf | vyvolavdna zesile-
nym bojem zahranlEnich nepfdtel proti socia-
listické tadboru, Rozbor nepiitelské Cinnosti
téchto osob mj. potvrzuje, 2a jsou hlavaimi &i-
Hteli nepFatelskych ideaclogil. RovniZ z téchto
divodt je nutné vést | naddle evidencl téchto
osob, aviak podle kvalitativn#jSich hiedisek,
kterd tesi nové smérnice.

Pl pingéni RMV & 1/1859 dodlo vedle klad-
nycﬂ; Jﬂ?sledkﬁ i k nEkterym zdvainfm nedo-
stat 4

1. Evidence t&chto osob nevyjedifovala vychoy-
ny proces s tlovikem, nebot avidovéni bylo
providéno jen na podkladé jejich tFidniho
plivedu a byvalé politické pFisludnostl, bez
ohledu na to, & u mnoha z nich neexisto-
valy 24dné pornatky o nepfdtelské Cinnosti

FAE 28 /70

2. V praktickém provadéni rozkazu se projevil
I nepoliticky vieobecny pristup k lidem, bez
nutnéd diferenciace. Tim so stalo, 2o oviden-
ce nebyla Zivd.

3. Tzv. ,byv. Hdé" byll pojati jako ucelend bd-
20, kterou jo nutno jednotnd avidovat a jed-
notn# rozpracovivat nebo kontrolovat. Ope-
rativnl préce byla zamélovéna nikolly na
vyhledavani a postihovdni skuteiné nepra-
telské Einnosti tam, kde opravdu existuje,
nybre jako dlouholeté rozpracovdni a po-
zorovani celé bdze tzv. byv. Ndi®.

4. Projevovala se nizkd droven Fidici, vychov-
né a organizatorské prdce nacelnikd, Di-
sledky tohoto stavu se pak projevovaly ve
slabé Fidicl a vychovné prict s agenturou.
Tim dochdzelo K poraovdni novich smér-
nic o agenturné operativai pricl.

Z tichto divedd evidence tzv. . byv. lidi*
neodpovidé soucasngm dkellim a potieb&m mi-
nisterstva vnitra a je nutné ji pfebudovat,

K Jednotnému postupu a spravnému zamé-
fenl préce bezpedénostnich orgdndl na tomto
itseku vyddvam v pliloze toholo rozkazu nové
LSmérnice k evidovdni nepldtelskych osob” a
Ie}lch Géinnost stanovim dnem vydéani rozkazu.

K tomu naflzufi:

1. Nehradit pojem ,byv. lidé", ktery nevystl-
huje podstatu zaméfeni v bezpetnostnl pré-
¢l mezl thmito osobami, pojmem .nepfitel-
ské osoby”. Toto nové oznafenl vyjadruje
polltickou podstatu téchto 2ivih a ddvd ori-
antaci v préci bezpelnostnich orgénd pi
postihu vnitfnl reakce, nebof tyto osoby tvo-
Pl jejl zéklad.

2. Do konce roku 1964 piehodnotit dosavadni
aevidencl a provést znl‘mni nepidtelskych
asob do evidence ,B" podle kategorif, uve-
dengoh ve Sm&rntc!ch k evidovani nepid-
telskych osob™,

3. Z dosavadni evidence tzv. ,BL" bez v§jimky
vyladit vS8echny Cleny a serloznl zdva-
dové materidly predat prisludnym stranic-
k¢m orgénim. Ostatni materifly znidit. Cle-
nové KSC nesmi byt do nové evidence ne-
pratelskych osob zaFazovinl. Toto se netykd
osob rozpracovdvanych v nékterych z druh
operativnich svazki.
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Despite the brutal persecutions in the
fifties, the Roman-Catholic Church
rematined one of the principal
enemies of the communist regime,
even early in the sixties.In 1961 the
Regional Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior in Kosice carried out
the so-called "FAKULTA®" operation,
in which 16 monks were arrested.
Innocent meetings of members of

a group that focused on the youth
and Christian society were labelled
as anti-state activity by the State
Security; according to the State
Security, they mutually confirmed
and re-confirmed themselves in

their hostility against the communist
regime, criticised political situation in
the CSSR and expected it to change.

Moreover, these people were
supposed to have links with the
Vatican, where they were sending
information about the Roman-
Catholic Church’s situation, as well
the overall political and economic
situation in the country. Provincial
Vojtech Bosansky was said to be the
head of the group, according to the
State Security, and was accused of
preparations to establish a secret
leadership for the Roman-Catholic
Church that would coordinate and
control the overall secret activities
of the Church. Later, in his trial,
Bosansky was sentenced to 14 years
(n prison, and many other members
of the group received sentences

of long-term imprisonment.

of putative and actual sabotage and terrorist groups, writers and publishers of
anti-state documents. Thus, surveillance, records and operational work on the
internal enemy was carried out by the III" unit within the Regional Directorate of
the Ministry of the Interior, in Slovakia. Persecution touched almost everyone in
the country. This fact can be also proved by an order regarding work, surveillance
and registration of “the former people” issued early in January of 1959 by Rudolf
Barak, the Minister for the Interior. This humiliating term was used for a broad
range of social classes split to 16 categories; it comprised representatives of
the haute (high) bourgeoisie (bankers, businessmen, shareholders), directors of
enterprises, the intelligentsia, kulaks and their families, senior officers working for
previous regimes, representatives of capitalist industrial enterprises and trading
organisations, officials and active members of former fascist and Nazi parties,
organisations and associations, senior officials of former political parties and
organisations, top officials and very active members of Hlinka’s Slovak People
Party, Hlinka’s Youth, Hlinka’s Guards and all members of Paramilitary shock
troops of Hlinka's Guards, representatives of churches and sects, representatives
of associations and clubs (e.g. the YMCA and Rotary Club, Association of Friends
with the USA), representatives of democratic resistance during WWII, people
who returned from capitalistic countries and their close relatives, close relatives
and friends of emigrants, people convicted for anti-state crimes and recidivists,

? Transl note: Faculty.

86



Guardian of the Re

gime

Jozef Bubernik, the head
of the Investigation

Unit within the Regional
Directorate of the
Ministry of the Interior,
Bratislava. His name is
also connected

to physical torturing

of detainees

Source: ABS

and also many other people who used to be in possession of quite substantial
financial property, in the past. Based on this broad definition of that term, the
State Security assumed that there were almost one million of the “former people”
living in Czechoslovakia in the 1950s! In 1959, State Security offices registered
47,299 individuals, and in January 1961 as many as 96,085 "former people”. In
Slovakia, the State Security registered 18,217 people in October 1960, and 1,693
were further worked on.

Economic issues-related counter-intelligence (IVi" Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior) was tasked with uncovering “class enemies” within the heavy,
light, armaments and food industries, distribution, agriculture, foreign trade,
planning, finances and uranium ore mining. It ensured the protection of state
secrets in state administration, as well as screening people who were supposed
to have access to it. Through its agents, it controlled the state institutions
dealing with economic issues (ministries, research institutes, etc). Transport and
communications related counter-intelligence (V" Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior) focused on “uncovering spies, saboteurs and diversionists” in
the sectors of railways, roads, water and air transport. It worked on the Central
administration of railway transport, Central administration of state roads, Central
administration of tourism, Czechoslovak car repair and warehouse facilities,
the Ministry of Communications of the Czechoslovak Republic and its research
institutes, telephone exchanges, Spojprojekt’® and Ruzyn Airport (airport
personnel and Czechoslovak Airlines foreign flights). Also, there was military
counter-intelligence (VI*" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior) that focused
on the units and facilities of the Czechoslovak People’s Army, Border Guards and

In 1955, the Regional Directorate of
Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava
worked on the Jozef Klacko case,
and unmasked a “six member gang
of subversive kulak elements” who
according to them, “carried out
hostile activities in an agricultural
cooperative in the village of Plavecky
Stvrtok. All members of the group
were accused that after they joined
the agricultural cooperative, they

among others that of its director, and
according to the State Security their
aim was to disrupt the cooperative.
They were charged with "organising
a plot by people living in the village
of Plavecky Stvrtok against the
municipal authority officials, and the
agricultural cooperative, when they
requested to have their land returned
to them, and thus it was their aim to
disrupt the cooperative’s integrity".

deliberately sabotaged both vegetable
and animal productions, and disrupted
the work morale of its members. They
had secured the key functions in the
agricultural cooperative structure,

During a public trial at the Regional
Court in Bratislava in September 1955,
members of the group were sentenced
to prison terms ranging from two and
a half years up to 11 years.

@ Transl. note: name of a company, involved in communications.



The number of personnel in central State Security Directorates and changes
adopted by the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party,

at the end of 1953
State Security unit Numbers  Changes in numbers The Difference
[** Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 382 from 360 to 477 + 117
II"* Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 202 from 210 to 324 + 114
[II' Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 166 from 168 to 210 + 42
IV*" Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 160 from 151 to 283 + 132
V' Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 47 from 34 to 82 +48
VI" Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 273 from 365 to 299 - 66
VII* Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 468 from 651 to 755 + 104
VIII* Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 1301 from 2511 to 1110 - 1401
IX" Directorate of the Ministry of Interior 494 from 678 to 690 +12
Investigation Directorate the of Ministry of Interior ~ 109 from 152 to 116 - 36
It special unit of the Ministry of Interior 180 from 212 to 208 -4
II"¥special unit of the Ministry of Interior 192 from 268 to 280 +12
[lI“special unit of the Ministry of Interior 84 from 100 to 90 - 10
Vi special unit of the Ministry of Interior 28 from 26 to 44 +18
[II'“ division of the Ministry of Interior 10 from 7 to 12 +5
4096 from 5893 to 4980 -913

Internal Guards. Its staff were tasked to uncover the spies of foreign intelligence
services and communist regime opponents, as well to protect military state
secrets.

Like other examples, the economy-related counter-intelligence belonged to
the IV*" unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. Counter-
intelligence protection of water, air and road transportation and communications
was the task of the V" unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior, which was abolished in 1959, and its tasks and issues were taken over
by the IV*" unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. Eastern
emigration (Ukrainian nationalists, emigrants from the Soviet Union) was dealt
with by the 5" unit of Eastern migration, which merged with political counter-
intelligence in April 1955. VII*' unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of
the Interior was in charge of surveillance and reports about people of interest,
arrests, and house and body searches. The IX™ unit of the Regional Directorate of
the Ministry of the Interior dealt with technical equipment and devices, as well as
radio broadcasting-related counter-intelligence. Operating records and archives
were maintained by the II"* Special Unit. And finally, there was the investigation
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KOMUNISTICKK STRANA SLOVENSKA
Kkragsk? VEBOR V BANSKEJS BYSTRICI
0dd, 5tdtnej administrativy a branné

Vec: Vypis z uznesenia byra

KV XSS - zaslenie.
kddrovy odbor

Banskd Bystrica .

Uznesenim byra KVKSS v Banckej Bystrici &fslo 92 zo dha
27.merea 1956 boli schvélent:
1./ Ulicky Michsl za néelnfka I @boru KS MV
2./ Chudy Jozef ze néelnika IT odboru SVB.

3./ Pauto Jén za nddelnfka 00 MV Rimavské Sobota
4./ BraSo Jén za n&telnika 00 MV Brezno
5./ Udvardy Stefen za zést.ndSelnfka 00 wv Banské Stiavnica
6./ Butek Blaﬁej za né&elnika 00 MV Ia “genec
7./ Hudec J4n za zdstupeu nd¥elnfka 00 MV LUSenec
8./ Pepich Jozef za ndfelnika 00 MV Poltér
9./ Lalfk Matys za ndelnfka 00 MV Filakovo
10./ Kopec Imrich za zéstupcu nddelnika 00 MV Filakovo
11./ 5lauka Jén za zdstupeu ndéelnfka 00 IV Hnudta
12./ Ropper Juraj za zéstupcu néelnfka 00 MV Zier nad Hronom

Prdci Eestl
Razitko:
komunistickej strany Slovenska
Banskd Bystrica
odd.5tétnej administrativy e branné
Veddei IT oddelenia :
Holi%ka v.r.
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AKCTA -0OBCHOD -sledovanie:

Objekt OBCHOD v spolodnosti svojej nevesty,na Malinovekej ul.,ako
Sskajl na zdstavke sutobusu &.24,46,22.V Bratislave dfia 24.7.1974
o 15,00 hods

0 - Objekt
N = nevesta

Fotil: Prokopensky

Special State Security unit that belonged to the State Security units within the Regional Directorate of
units were in charge of the Ministry of the Interior, and also the Department for protection of Party and
sufvelliance af people; Government officials, in Bratislava.

Example from an . : ; i th
operation that took place At the request of operational staff, the surveillance and reporting unit (VII

in Bratislava Directorate of the Ministry of Interior) followed individuals suspected of hostile
Source: Nation’s Memory ~ activities, diplomats and foreigners, as well employees and the overall activities
Institute (UPN) Archive of foreign representations, and their contacts with people from Czechoslovakia.
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Surveillance as part of the operational
activities of the State Security aimed
to gain or verify information, to be
processed further. It was used also

to establish the customs, habits,

and daily regime of people of interest,
when interception devices were
installed, during secret searches

of houses and other premises, and
also to prove the reliability of secret
collaborators of the State Security.

It was organised, managed and carried
out by specialised units. Surveillance
was carried out in both “covert” and
“overt” modes. Covert surveillance was
used to acquire information about the
activities of the so-called people of
interest, and in observation of selected
premises, enterprises or so- called
“dead boxes". Overt surveillance was
carried out only exceptionally, in
particular as a reciprocal measure

against foreign secret services,

or as a demonstrative deterrent
that was supposed to prevent them
from further activities. Various
technical devices and equipment
were used in surveillance (walkie-
talkie, radio transmitters and receivers,
miniature cameras, hidden film
cameras, TV and video techniques,
special optical devices, adapted
transport vehicles, and others),
phone calls were intercepted

and recorded, and correspondence
was checked. The tools and devices
used for surveillance and interception
were not supposed to attract
attention, and therefore these were
thoroughly camouflaged as part

of a vehicle, or a baby pram;
sometimes they were contained

in objects of daily use, such as box
of matches, a lighter, a briefcase etc.

"The way of life and behaviour of monitored individuals are found in
conspiratorial surveillance, their relations and visited addresses that
were not known to the agency are uncovered, and information ac-
quired by the agency is also verified ...... In order to get documentary
material, surveillance staff takes pictures of the objects meeting other
people, secret deliveries, and visiting certain addresses”.

Quotation from a classified order issued by the Czechoslovak Minister of the Interior
N® 37/1955 of 7" March 1955; "The issuance of status and instructions about the
work of the VII'"" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior and 7% units within the
Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior”.

Within the screening process, it also checked the State Security collaborators. Its
staff watched the people of interest, while interception devices were installed, and
house searches and other technical activities were carried out. Also, preliminary
state security examination was carried out (the reports about people of interest),
when all relevant information on the individual was collected. Surveillance and
reporting unit staff arrested people, carried out house and body searches,
monitored flats and also escorted people in special cases. They operated mainly

el |
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Obr. &, 1 - Celkovy pohled na kolarek KT - 1

Special State Security
units were in charge of
surveillance of people. 7 i —

Example from an operation Obr. ¢, 2 - Pohled pa_u;nlg,'peni TV kamery
that took place in Bratislava v koSatiné koCarku
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive




Bohus Vavro
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

FrantiSek Garay
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

Heads of the respective Regional Directorates of the Ministry
of the Interior in Slovakia, 1954 - 1966

1% January 1954 - 31% January 1954 Stefan Lohner (acting)

Bratislava 1 February 1954 — 22°¢ November 1961  Josef Houska
1* December 1961 - 14" March 1966 Ferdinand Mikvy
1+ January 1954 - 31+ May 1955 Frantisek Novak
16" April 1955 - 31t March 1960 Jan Pobeha
Banska 1 April 1960 — 31** August 1962 Bohus Vavro
Bystrica 1t September 1962 — 28" February 1963  Frantisek Garay (temporarily)
1+t March 1963 - 14* March 1966 Martin Bencek
1+ September 1965 - 14" March 1966 Matej Kubs (temporarily)
» 1% January 1954 — 28" February 1963 Martin Bencek
Koslee 1* March 1963 — 14* March 1963 Jan Majer
‘ 1% January 1954 - 31 August 1956 Frantiéek Cervenka
i 15% August 1956 — 31°* March 1960 Eduard Pafco
1*t January 1954 - 31% January 1954 Alojz Kocinec (acting)
Zilina 1% February 1954 — 30% April 1955 Bohumil Riha
16 April 1955 - 31*t March 1960 Bohus Vavro
1%t January 1954 - 31+ January 1954 Frantidek Tomiska (acting)
Presov 1 February 1955 — 30" September 1955  Vladimir Zemlicka

1+ October 1955 - 31+ March 1960

Stefan Léhner

in Prague, and only in exceptional cases also fulfilled tasks in other parts of the
country, which were usually covered by their colleagues from the same units
within the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior.

Protection of the president of the republic, Party and Government officials,
their offices and home residences, as well as of the Klement Gottwald Mausoleum,
was carried out by the VIII'" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (Protection
of the Party leaders and Government top officials). The IX" Directorate of the
Ministry of the Interior was in charge of research, development, production and
assembly of technical equipment and devices - the Technical Unit, which was
also in charge of producing forged documents, and searching for illegal hostile
transmitters (radio broadcasting related counter-intelligence), controlled the
protection against broadcasting of foreign radio stations in both the Czech and
Slovak languages (“enemy broadcasting” in the period language), and protected
the government connections. The Investigation Directorate of the Ministry of the



Interior interrogated arrested people. The operational records unit (I** Special
Unit of the Ministry of the Interior) registered the State Security collaborators, as
well as the people they worked on, and the individuals who were interrogated. It
focused on and processed documents of other operational parts of the Ministry
of the Interior; screening in the registers and funds of the operational archives
was determined by the needs of the State Security operational bodies. The
correspondence checking unit (II"! Special Unit of the Ministry of the Interior)
checked post in both directions in relation to the so-called capitalist countries,
printed matter sent to Czechoslovakia from abroad, and translations of texts in
foreign languages. Also, in Prague, it controlled the so-called internal post. The
Passport and visa unit (I Special Unit of the Ministry of the Interior) registered
and screened those who applied for border crossing permits in both directions,
and managed passport control units. The Eastern emigration unit (V* special
unit of the Ministry of the Interior) concentrated on the activities of Ukrainian
nationalists, Czechs from Volyn and emigrants from the Soviet Union. The Coding
Unit (III"® Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior) was in charge of coding
services, including a non-stop operation of radio and telegraph connection
between Ministry of the Interior units and those within the Regional Directorate
of the Ministry of the Interior. It also maintained coded connection with Eastern
bloc countries in the Russian language. Later on, when rationalisation measures
were taken, the V* Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior merged with political
counter-intelligence, and radio-broadcasting related counter-intelligence (V"
Special Unit) and radio defence (VI Special Unit) became separate units. Only in
the mid-1960s did the central state security units of the Ministry of the Interior
undergo more significant changes.

The end of the first half of the 1950s meant the beginnings of building
the leading cadres; the future State Security units head completed one year of
specialised study in the Soviet secret service MGB, later KGB, in Moscow. Then,
the Ministry of the Interior selected the right ones from potential candidates,
after a very thorough check; the selected candidates usually only had elementary
education, came from a working-class background, were members of the
Czechoslovak Communist Party, and had several years of practical experience
in working with the State Security. The number of attendees was low, around 30
people; gradually there were five positions allocated for Slovaks. The first round
flew to the USSR at the end of December 1952, and the graduates returned in
January 1954. They were promoted to the rank of Major (some jumped one or
two ranks), and took over the management of State Security units in the HQ, and
also within regions. A freshman, 29-year old Maj Josef Houska came to Bratislava;
he was wearing a uniform of a senior constable in April 1952. Vladimir Zemlicka,
aged 30, who was born and grew up in Bratislava but was a Czech after his father,
took over the position of head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior in PreSov. Other Regional Directorates of the Ministry of the Interior were
taken over by heads of the State Security Directorates; Czechs Frantiek Cervenka
in Nitra and Frantisek Novak in Banska Bystrica, Slovak Martin Benéek in KoSice.
Another Czech, Bohumil Riha, the former head of the Regional Directorate of the



Slovak Graduates from the MGB/ KGB operational school in Moscow

Bohus Vavro
Pavel Kubis
Jan Pobeha
Eduard Pafco
Jan Hascak
Jozef Bubernik
Frantisek Garay
Jozef Kuruc
Arnost Benicky
Martin Bencek
Ondrej Dovina
Michal Kasan
Frantisek Silik
Stefan Hubina
Gustav Tokoly
Jozef Mozola
Adam Supek
Emil Belan
Peter Holinka
Demeter Krajriak
Jozef Kois

Jan Miklovi¢

Vincent Ozvolda

Head, III'Y Unit of State Security Regional
Directorate , Bratislava

Deputy Head, II"? Unit of State Security
Regional Directorate , Nitra

Deputy Head, II"d Unit of State Security
Regional Directorate , Zilina

Head, II"® Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava

Deputy Head, Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, KoSice

Head, Investigation Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava

Head, IV* Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Nitra

Head, IV" Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Banska Bystrica

Deputy Head, II"* Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Zilina

Head, Regional Directorate of Ministry
of the Interior, Kosice

Deputy Head, Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, PreSov

Head, III"? Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava

Head, IV* Unit of Regional Directorate

of Ministry of the Interior, Zilina

Head, Transportation Department, Ministry

of the Interior, Kosice

Deputy Head, Transportation Department,
Ministry of the Interior, KoSice

Deputy Head, Regional Directorate of Ministry
of the Interior, Bratislava

Deputy Head, [V*" Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Banska Bystrica

HeadIIl' unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Nitra

Head, II"¥ Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Presov

Head, III'“ Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Kosice

Head, IlI'" Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Banska Bystrica

Head, III"® Unit of Regional Directorate
of Ministry of the Interior, Bratislava

Head, Military Counter-intelligence unit,
Regional Military Directorate, Nitra

Academic Year
1954/1955

Academic Year
1954/1955

Academic Year
1954/1955

Academic Year
1955/1956

Academic Year
1955/1956

Academic Year
1955/1956

Academic Year
1955/1956

Academic Year
1955/1956

Academic Year
1955/1956

Academic Year
1956/1957

Academic Year
1956/1957

Academic Year
1956/1957

Academic Year
1956/1957

Academic Year
1956/1957

Academic Year
1957/1958

Academic Year
1957/1958

Academic Year
1957/1958

Academic Year
1957/1958

Academic Year
1957/1958

Academic Year
1958/1959

Academic Year
1958/1959

Academic Year
1958/1959

Academic Year
1958/1959
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Cooperation between the
Czechoslovak Minister

of the Interior

and the KGB, of 1962

Source: ABS
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o spoluprici mezi ministerstvem vnitra Ceskoslovenské
socialistické republiky a Vyborem stédtni bezpelnosti
pii Rad® ministril SSSR,

Ve snaze sjednotit iusili v boji proti podvratné
¢innosti imperialistickych stdth a za dfelem koordi-
nace rozvidné a kontrarozvidné Sinnosti pii 20 jis¥o-
vini stétni bezpelnosti USSR a2 53SR se ministerstvo
vnitra CSSR a Vibor stédtnf bezpednosti SSSR dohodly:

1) na uslutedfiovéni vymény:

- meteridll a informaci o nepfiteli, které
ziskdvajl rozvidky obou zemi o otdzkdich politickyjch,
vo jenskfch, hospodéd¥skych a vddecko-technickych, ja-
koZ 1 o Cinnosti reakdini emigrace;

- operativnich a informativnich zprdiv o for—
méch 2 metoddch &innosti nepiitelskfch rozvidnjfch a
kxontrarozvidnych centrdl a sluZeb, o pfisludnicich
a agentufe t¥chto centril, o kandlech spojeni i ji-
nych sprdv, které mohou piispét k zjiStini, podchy-
ceni ‘nebo likvidaci nepidtelské agentury, phsobici
zvendi nebo uwmit# obou zemi, jako# i o operativni
situaci v zemfch, o n¥% je rozvidny zdjem;

-~ dokumentace 2 prototypl operativni techniky,
vyvinutjch technickymi sluZbami nebo ziskanfch u ne-
p¥itele;
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2) na poskytovdni vzijemné pomoci:

- p¥i provdd¥ni rozvidnych opatieni smiiujicich
k agenturnfmu pronikdn{ do dfileZitych objektlt nepiftele,
zejména USA, li¥meck$ spolkové republiky a Rakouska, p¥i
ziskédvdnt hodnoviérngeh poznatkit o pldnech a vojenskych
pFfpravéch hlawnich imperialistickjfch stitd a jejich
agresivnioh blolh, i dhleXitych informaci o vi#decko -
technickyfch otdzkéch, jekoZ i pifi uskutednovini aktiv-
nfch opat¥eni zam¥iFenych k odhaleni a znemoZnéni agre-
sivnich zdmZri imperielistického tdbora;

- pii uskutediovdni kontrarozv¥dnych opatieni
v zdimu proniknuti do apardtu nep¥dtelslkych rozvidek
a kontrarozvidek, zejména USA, lémecké spolkové repub-
liky a Rakouska, k odhaleni, rozpracowini a zmafeni
podvrataé Sinnosti rozvEdtilh a nepidtelské agentuxry,
pracujici proti zemim socialistického tdbora, i pri
uskute&iovdni néktexfch speciflnifch opatieni za ule-
lem ziskdnf adleZitfch dokumentl nepiftele;

- pFi rospracovéni a mafeni Jinnosti reskinich
emigrantsikfoh a ndboZenskjch centrdl i jejich agentury
uvnit® nasich zemi.

Vv piipedech, kdy je to ufelné, uskutednovat
spoletné akce v uvedenych smérech,

3) V 2éjmu koordinace innosti bespe¥nostnich orgé~
ail a provédéni dohodnutfch i spolednyech opat¥eni, jak
je uvedeno v bod¥ 2, této Dohody, jakoZ 1 operativniho
vefeni otdzek, které vaniknou b¥hem spolupréce, i v 28 =
mu zajidt#ni spojeni uznalo ministerstvo wvnitra &ssh
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a Vyibor stdtni bezpetnosti p¥l Rad¥® ministrl SS5R za
u¢elné, aby pii ministerstwvu vnitra Gssn byli predsta~
vitelé Vyboru stdtni beszpednosti v tomto sloZeni:
vedouci, dva zdstupci (jeden pro rosvEdlu, druhy pro
Iontrarozvidku), 7 operativnich pracovnikil a nezbytny
podet technickjch pracovnild,

4) Vidaje na své pFedstavitele v CSSR hradi Vyjvor
stdatni bezpelnosti p¥i Rad® ministrli 553R.

Hinisterstvo vnltra CSSR viestrannd pomdhd pfed-
stavitellm Vyboru stétni bezpelnostl p¥i Rad¥ ministrh
SSSR p¥i plnZnf ukold, vyplyvajicich z této Dohody. Pri-
tom jim poskytuje ubytovéni, dopravni prosti‘edlr,y a 1lé-
ka¥ské ofetfeni,

5) Tato dohode nabjvd platnosti po schvdleni vlddou
feskoslovenské socialistické republiky a vlddou Svazu so-
vEtskyich socialistioclfch republilk,

Hinistr vnitra Pfedseda Viboru stdtni
feskoslovenské bezpetnosti pii Rad¥
socialistické republiky ministrd SSSR
L. STROUGAL A V. SEMITASTHYS

Ve
dne /-] 1962



Overview of Soviet Advisers at the Ministry of the Interior

and State Security Units (1957)

Leading adviser
Deputy for Foreign Intelligence
Deputy for the Secret service

Deputy for the Ministry of the Interior Armed Forces

Advisers to the 1* Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (4)
Adviser to the I[I"® Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (2)
Adviser to the III'Y Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (2)

Adviser to the IV®" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (2)

Adviser to the V*" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior
Adviser to the VII*" Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior (3)

Adviser to the VIII* Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior

Adviser to the Ministry of Interiorlnvestigation Directorate

Adviser to the Ministry of Interior Special Directorate

Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Prague
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Karlove Vary
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Plzen
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Brno
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Ostrava
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Ceské Budéjovice
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Bratislava
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Zilina
Adviser to the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Kosice
Adviser to the Border Guards

Adviser to the Internal Guards

P. N. Medvedev
S. V. Prudko

F. G. Tchernov
N. M. Malishev

M. M. Antipov, V. Pestoy,
N. J. Kasiyanov, B. Nalivaiko

V. M. Shigalov, B. V. Teplov

N. Mikulnikov,
other post unstaffed at the time

K.I. Romashko, N. Nikolaiev
K. V. Markov

A. A. Tokarev,
A. A. Kovalenko,A. J. Bykov
(with the Directorate Head)

M. M. Fedotov
P.F. Telnov

Not yet staffed
S. S. Khlopkov
N. L. Ivanov

P. A. Kirsanov

L. V. Kutepov

B. K. Pol

L. N. Kuznetsov
S. N. Zarubeckiy
T. N. Zhupikov
V. A. Pimianov
V. F. Labanoy, A. S. Lebedev

N. Mumrikov

Ministry of the Interior in Hradec Kralové, took over the Zilina position. Thus, out
of the six regional directorates, five were to be managed by the State Security
members with Czech nationality. Firstly, this resulted from the Ministry of the
Interior and the State Security’s top officials continuing distrust of their Slovak
colleagues (one should remember that the trial of the representatives of the first
State Security leading cadres in Slovakia — O. Valasek and accomplices — was held



Guardian of the Regime

“This is an example just to show how
we were advised by them (Soviet
advisers), and how they taught us to
work. We found out that one of the
Western secret services wanted to
deliver subversive literature to the USSR
via the Czechoslovak-Soviet border.

We were supposed to manage that. It
was decided that the literature should
not get to the USSR. Instead, it was
supposed to end up in the hands of
our collaborator, who was to take it
through the border, and be spotted by
our National Security Corps — Border
unit of the Public Security Service, close
to the border. Our collaborator would
run away, a police officer would shout
“Stop”, and when he was not about to
stop, they would open fire, but miss. In
the meantime, our collaborator would
get rid of the package, and a police
officer would take it and bring it to the
Police Border unit. Then two officers
would take a dog and try to track down
the collaborator, but would not succeed
in tracking him down. We thought that
this was ok, the literature would be in
our hands, and the collaborator would

still be trusted by the enemies. The
steps were thoroughly discussed with
the Soviet adviser to the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior in Kosice, Fiodor. The methods
to be applied were his idea. The
operation was to start the next day.
But Fiodor called me at night and told
me not to start the operation and to
meet him in the office. | asked Fiodor
why not follow the agreed steps? He
asked me whether our people would
be around the border. | said, yes, they
have roles to play, so they will. And
he answered: “You see, our officer

is to fire on the border intruder and
will miss, not shooting him dead nor
stopping him moving towards the
border. And what will the people say?
That we have “idiots in our forces who
cannot even shoot” — “That is what
they will say". So we found a different
solution, and it went well. And the
good name of the National Security
Corps was preserved.” Quotation from
the memoirs of Ing. Jan Hanuliak,
Major General, Deputy Minister of the
Interior of the CSSR, 1971-1979.

in December 1953), and on the other hand, there were only a few capable and
verified members. Most State Security leaders had to leave the National Security
Corps (ZNB) on account of, for example, being suspected of criminal activities or
as part of the cleansing process (rejuvenation of the security machinery, in the
parlance of the time), or because of having worked with the security forces in
the previous regimes. Slovaks took the leading positions only after their return
from the Soviet Union; in the middle of 1955. Jan Pobeha (after completing the
course, and being promoted from lieutenant to major) took over the Banska
Bystrica Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior, and Bohus Vavro
(promoted from first lieutenant to major) took over Zilina Regional Directorate
of the Ministry of the Interior. One year later, Eduard Paféo who also completed
the KGB school course, took over the Nitra Regional Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior. Since 1956, selected staff of the Czechoslovak Secret service also
attended the two-year KGB school course in Moscow. Surveillance courses were



File numbers and number of staff in the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior in Bratislava as of 1* April 1954 (without economic and subordinated parts
and Public Security Service, State Security units are marked with "A")

Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior Bratislava ~ Staffing Identification N°

Regional Directorate management 4 A
Internal division 14 Sv
Inspection of the Head 3 In
Unit of cadres 12 K
Secretariat of the Slovak Communist Party Unit 2
Il Special Group 3 Sa
“Cervend Hviezda'!" Secretariat 3 RH
I1" Unit 32 A/2

Jan Hanuliak .

Source: Nation's Memory 1 Unit 45 A/3

Institute (UPN) Archive IV Unit A0 A4
vVt Unit 14 A/5
5% Division — Eastern Emigration 8 A/12
VII" Unit 80 A/6
VI Unit 97 (0]
X" Unit 111 Af7
Investigation Unit 37 A/8
[** Special Division 18 A/9
II"d Special Division 32 A/10
Archive 5 Ar
Correctional facilities division 6 NZ
Total 566

i Transl. note: Red Star.

"We always followed the Soviet experience, also in security issues
solutions. The example of the Soviet Union shows us how to build
security so that it is always a sharp sword for the dictatorship of the
proletariat”

Rudolf Barak, Czechoslovak Minister of the Interior, at a national meeting of Ministry
of the Interior Party members and service officers regarding the results of the XI*"
congress of the Czechoslovak Communist Party and its conclusions for work in the
future, 25" June 1958.



Guardian of the Regime 1953 - 1968

Recruiting and managing the State of the Interior, were provided by
Security collaborators governed civilians based on an agreement with
directives on agency and operational the State Security. Directives in
performance. According to the 1962 regarding the agency and
directives of April 1954, the State operational work of the State Security
Security network comprised agents, introduced no changes in the secret
informers, residents and owners cooperation categories. On the

of safe houses or rented flats. Agents other hand, these provided broader
were ranked the highest in the formulations for work with an agent,
hierarchy of secret collaborators; (n particular ways of securing and
they were recruited from those who controlling secret collaborators,

could penetrate hostile territory and control of the operational and
perform tasks set by the State Security, agency mechanisms, further steps,
based on compromising documents, conspiracy and the end of cooperation.
for “patriotic motives” or material Again, the category of confidant
compensation. Residents were was re-introduced, though this was

recruited from loyal people who were  no longer a secret collaborator — it
able to manage a group of informants  was a politically mature and highly
(five to eight, maximum). Safe houses,  committed individual who provided
where the State Security staff met the  information to the operational staff
checked agency, were complemented  from the state Security areas of

by rented flats, which, as opposed interest. These directives remained
to safe houses owned by the Ministry  in effect until 1972.

The number of secret collaborators and safe houses within
the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Slovakia,
in 1955 and 1960

Regional Directorate ~ N° of secret ~ N° of secret ~ N° of safe N° of safe
of Ministry of the collaborators  collaborators  houses houses
Interior in 1955 in 1960 in 1955 in 1960
Bratislava 1,631 237

3,673 387
Nitra 1,036 100
Banska Bystrica 833 78
= 2,922 255
Zilina 655 81
Kosice 1,006 90

2,200 280
Presov 865 49
Slovakia 6,026 8,795 671 922
Czechoslovakia 37906 41,859 3,929 6,208
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studied at a specialised KGB school in Leningrad. Members of the Public Security
Service and Border Guards also attended specialised courses of study in the
Soviet Union.

Soviet advisers retained their important role in Czechoslovak security after
the changes in 1953 — 1954; they were positioned in central and regional State
Security units, and also with Border and Internal Guards. The State Security
officials consulted them regarding investigation methods, agents and operational
work, as well as the implementation of individual security action. After the
XX congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, bloody uprising in
Hungary and Poland, and also wide anti-Soviet campaign of Yugoslavia in 1956,
the approach to further assistance by the advisers began to change. The ongoing
process of new leading cadres' formation was becoming more important for the
Soviets; they attended specialised KGB schools in the Soviet Union and were
gradually taking control over individual security units in Czechoslovakia. Loyalty
to the Soviet Union could be expected from these people, and thus keeping the
advisers became of less importance. Therefore, in mid-January 1957, the Central
Committee of the USSR Communist Party proposed to its partners in socialist
countries to withdraw the advisers. It was the opinion of the Soviets that their title
itself — Soviet advisers — did not reflecting the tasks they fulfilled, and it could be
interpreted as though the Soviet Union was trying to impose its will onto other
countries through these advisers. The Political Bureau of the Central Committee

Number of State Security operational units within Regional Directorate
and District units of the Ministry of the Interior in Slovakia in April 1960

State Security Unit Bratislava B. Bystrica Kosice
[** Unit 10 6 6
11" Unit 34 21 19
I Unit 46 30 29
IV Unit 46 32 27
VI Unit 57 23 34
VI Unit 104 - =
DX Unit 34 16 17
Investigation Unit 16 12 10
I**Special Division 13 10 8
II" Special Division 32 18 18
VI Special Division 32 - 34
District Divisions of Ministry of Interior ~ 147 160 120

Total 571 328 323



of the Czechoslovak Communist Party rejected the proposal and asked its Soviet
counterpart to keep their advisers in Czechoslovakia, only accepting reduction
in numbers, from 50 to 33 in February 1957; and further down to 18 in October
1958. In Slovakia, they were only located within the Regional Directorate of the
Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava and KoSice. Moreover, agreements made
at the end of the 1950s reduced their competences dramatically. Responsibility
for the State Security management was gradually shifted to the Czechoslovak
Ministry of the Interior. Further cooperation between the KGB and the CSSR
Ministry of the Interior was governed by bilateral cooperation agreements; the
first was signed on 2" July 1962 by Lubomir Strougal, Czechoslovak Minister of
Interior, and Vladimir Jefimovitch Semitchastnyj, KGB Director. "In order to unify
the efforts in fights against the subversive activities of imperialist countries, and
in order to coordinate intelligence and counter-intelligence activities, to ensure
the state security of the CSSR and the USSR”, both the above institutions agreed
(among other things) to exchange intelligence and other information related
to the political, economic, military, science, and research sectors, as well as the
emigration; operational and information reports about the forms and methods
used by foreign secret services, their members and agencies, channels and also
other information that could contribute to finding, uncovering and liquidating an
enemy agency operating from abroad or inside both countries, as well as details
of the operation situation in the countries; documentation and prototypes of
technical devices used in secret service-related activities, etc.

The State Security used a broad network of collaborators-civilians, who
were the most important and indispensable source of information from the
so called environment of interest, or area. The activities of each collaborator
were managed and directed by the State Security member, called the "control
body”. In order to get secret collaborators, the State Security deployed various
methods - providing material assistance, financial remuneration and gifts, and
possibilities for children of collaborators to study at universities, up to physical
pressure and blackmail. Nevertheless, the most valuable secret collaborators
were those who did it based on their own convictions and commitments, or
for reasons of “idealism” or “patriotism”. State Security recruited collaborators
from the Czechoslovak people and foreigners as well, from all social classes and
professions. At the end of 1955, the State Security registered 37906 agents,
informants and residents, of whom 6,026 were in Slovakia. Five years later the
number of its secret collaborators grew to 41,859, and then dropped to 38,987 in
1961. The total number of registered secret collaborators in Slovakia was 8,185
people. The overall level of cooperation with the agency was influenced by the
low educational level of its members. Agents who were threatened and forced to
cooperate, rejected this, soon, which resulted in a very high fluctuation of secret
collaborators. The Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior in Zilina was
an example; it recruited 369 secret collaborators in 1955, and at the same time
ended cooperation with 330 collaborators for various reasons. Rationalisation of
the agency network and focusing on its efficiency resulted in lower number of
secret collaborators, who totalled 11,337 people in 1968.



Guardian of the Regime

A snapshot taken

during the KoSice State
Security members trip

to the High Tatras

Source: V. Hanuliak Archive

Change in the administrative division of Czechoslovakia in April 1960,
influenced the location and number of territorial State Security units. In Slovakia,
the original six regions were changed to three, and the number of districts
reduced from 92 to 33. Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior
numbers in Czechoslovakia were reduced from 19 to 10, and District Directorate
of the Ministry of the Interior numbers fell from 254 to 113. Regional Directorate
of the Ministry of the Interior offices were shut in Zilina, Nitra and Preéov; their
tasks and staff were transferred to the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of
the Interior in Bratislava, Banska Bystrica and KoSice. Similarly, changes were put
in place in the District Directorate of Ministry of the Interior: these affected 11
District Directorate units in Western Slovakia, namely Bratislava-vicinity, Dunajska
Streda, Galanta, Komarno, Levice, Nitra, Nové Zamky, Senica, Topolcany, Trenéin
and Trnava; 11 in Central Slovakia, namely Cadca, Dolny Kubin, Liptovsky Mikulés,
Lucenec, Martin, Povazska Bystrica, Prievidza, Rimavska Sobota, Zvolen, Ziar nad
Hronom and Zilina; and nine in Eastern Slovakia, namely Bardejov, Humenné,
KoSice, Michalovce, Poprad, PreSov, Roznava, Spisska Nova Ves and TrebiSov.
Staffing of the State Security in Regional Directorate and District divisions of the
Ministry of the Interior fell from 9,435 to 7,688. The number of operational staff
was reduced only minimally, the only reductions were due to relocation of staff
from function units (i.e. those dealing with the management) to other positions.

The examination of the working methods used by State Security investigators
in 1948-1953 concluded early in 1956 (the so-called Barak’s Committee). The
Czechoslovak Government decided to recall Antonin Prchal and Karol Kostal,
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deputy ministers, and to enhance political control at the Ministry of the Interior.
The two deputy ministers were replaced by Josef Kudrna and Stefan Demjan,
graduates from the Moscow political school. Milan Mouéka, deputy head of the
Investigation Directorate was replaced by Josef Briicha, head of the Judiciary
unit in the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee. Karel Zika, deputy
chairman of the Unit of the Party bodies, trade unions and the youth in the
Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee was appointed deputy for
cadres. Political measures also affected former investigators in Slovakia: Frantisek
Novék left his position as head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of
the Interior in Banska Bystrica; Jozef Mozola was allowed to begin his studies in
the KGB school one year later than planned. Although some State Security staff
left their leading positions, they continued work there. The measures mentioned
above had still not led to the cleansing of the personnel in the organisation.
Nevertheless, casting doubt on political processes caused confusion within the
State Security staff mainly owing to fear of being recalled from their positions,
arrested and prosecuted.

Only when Rudolf Barék, Minister of the Interior and also Vice-Prime Minister
since March 1959, left his posts could, systematic changes commence in the
security apparatus. He was very ambitious in his functions; he was very focused,
tolerated and in many cases even initiated illegal methods applied by the State
Security. Gradually, though, he started to play the role of an unwanted opponent
for certain communist officials, in particular for A. Novotny, the President and First
Secretary of Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee. In June 1961,
the decision was taken to recall him from his position of Minister of the Interior.
An audit carried out by special inspection teams confirmed the conversion of
the funds available for secret service activities (foreign currency equivalent
of 924,541 Koruna and 765,000 Kcs'l) At the end of January 1962, Bardk was
arrested and expelled from the Czechoslovak Communist Party, and in April
1962 he was sentenced to 15 years in prison for sabotage and misappropriation
of socialist ownership. He lost all titles of honour and distinctions, and military
rank, and all his property was forfeited. Lubomir Strougal was appointed the
new Minister of the Interior (with the effect from 23 June 1961). He brought
in organisational and personnel changes aimed at making the State Security
more efficient and enhanced political control over the Ministry of the Interior.
Leading cadres were replaced. By November 1961 Karol Klima, deputy minister
left his post, and Ludvik Hlavacka left in January 1962. Measures against the
State Security staff were initiated early in November 1961. With the consent of
the Political Bureau of the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee,
Lubomir Strougal, Minister of the Interior, recalled foreign intelligence director
Jaroslav Miller, and the former head of counter-intelligence Vladimir Matousek.
One year later, 41 State Security members had to leave the National Security
Corps (ZNB) after being held responsible for applying “illegal” and “incorrect”
methods in operational activities. Jaroslav Miller, FrantiSek Novak and Jozef

2 Transl. note: Czechoslovak koruna — the currency.



Focus of Counter-intelligence Unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior Bratislava (1964 - 1969)

1+t division

274 division
3 division
4% division
5" division
6" division
7% division
8" division
9% division
10t division

11" division

USA, National Labour Association (Nacionalno-trudovoj sojuz, social-
democracy movement of Russian emigration), Israel, Greece and other
capitalist states

UK, Canada, France
foreigners travelling on visa, foreign exchange transactions

Germany, Austria

culture, education, Slovak Academy of Sciences, foreign students,
sport, health care

enemies, anti-state leaflets
Churches and sects
industry, civil engineering, geology, planning, mines and metallurgy

chemistry, energy sector, communications, consumption industry,
foreign trade

agriculture, protection of state secrets

transport

Focus of Counter-intelligence Unit of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior KoSice (1964 - 1969)

1: division
27¢ division
3 division
4% division
5" division
6" division
7t division
8" division

9% division

USA, NTS, Ukrainian nationalists, Israel

The UK, France, operation Europe (emigrants and re-emigrants from
capitalistic countries)

Foreigners travelling on visa, diplomats, foreign currency transactions,
smuggling

Germany, Austria

Science, culture, education, youth, enemies, former political parties
Churches and sects

Investments, mines and metallurgy, geological survey

Machine industry, chemistry, fuels, consumer industries

Transport and communications, agriculture, finances, energy sector

Research and analytical group — analysing activities of enemies within the region

Department of state secrets protection



Guardian of the Regime

Lubomir Strougal was

appointed the Minister of

the Interior after Barak,
the ambitious minister was
recalled from the post
Source: TASR

1953 - 1968

Mozola returned to civilian life; the latter had been in charge of the interrogation
of Slovak bishops in 1950 - 1951. The removal of two colonels, nine lieutenant-
colonels, 14 majors, 13 captains and three first lieutenants caused considerable
tension among the State Security staff. Their concerns intensified when Antonin
Prchal and Karol Kostal, former deputy ministers, were arrested and convicted
of causing public danger and breach of their duties as public servants, which
they committed during interrogations of communist officials in the first half of
the 1950s. Personnel cleansing in the State Security ended in February 1963,
when three heads of State Security units within the Ministry of the Interior left;
as well as eight out of ten heads of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of
the Interior. In Slovakia, changes in the leadership of the Regional Directorate
of the Ministry of the Interior took place in Banska Bystrica, where Bohus Vavro
was replaced by Martin Bencek, former head of the Regional Directorate of the
Ministry of the Interior in KoSice; the latter’s position in Kosice was taken by
Jan Majer, who used to be deputy head of the Public Security Service Central
Directorate in Prague.

Afterall these changes, the reorganisation of central units of the Czechoslovak
Ministry of the Interior started early in 1964. L. Strougal established the Counter-
intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior that took over the tasks
of the existing II"?, III'* and IV*" Directorate of the ministry, and merged the IX*"
Directorate and the II"™® and V" Special Units with the Technical Directorate.
Various State Security units acquired new code names, which remained until
these were abolished in February 1990: I** Directorate of the Ministry of Interior
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- Foreign Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Interior, II" Directorate —
Counter-intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Interior , Il Directorate
- Central military counter-intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Interior,
Ivh Directorate — Directorate for surveillance and protection of representation
offices of capitalist countries of the Ministry of Interior, V" Directorate — Unit
for protection of Party and Government officials of the Ministry of Interior, VI"
Directorate — Technical Directorate of the Ministry of Interior. As a result of the
revision of political processes, Minister Strougal abolished the Investigation
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior as of 1% February 1964, and established
the State Security Investigation Directorate and the Public Security Service
Investigation Directorate. Having created unified counter-intelligence, and with
regard to the organisational changes in the State Security HQ, changes also took
place within regional units. Early in March 1964 the 1I"d Unit (external enemy),
1II"d Unit (internal enemy) and IV Unit (protection of socialist economy) merged
into the II"¥ Unit (counter-intelligence). State Security units within the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior also comprised the foreign intelligence
(It Unit of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior), State Security
Investigation Unit and the Operational archive unit. Moreover, there was the
Unit for the Protection of Party and Government officials within the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava.

In March 1966, further restructuring of the State security units took place;
Josef Kudrna, Minister of the Interior (in post from 1965 until 1968) established
the State security Central Directorate, at the central level, which comprised
unified counter-intelligence (II"® Directorate), military counter-intelligence (III'®
Directorate), the Surveillance Directorate (IV*" Directorate) and the I** Special Unit
(statistics and registry). At the regional level, the Regional Directorate of the
Ministry of the Interior were abolished, and the Regional Directorate of National
Security Corps was established within each region. New names of regional security
directorates reflected their affiliation with the National Security Corps (ZNB). In
the new organisational structure, certain State Security Units continued to be
hidden as units of the Regional Directorate of National Security Corps (Foreign
Intelligence Unit, State Security Investigation Unit, and the Unit for protection
of Party and Government officials in Bratislava). Other State Security units were
included into the structure as units within the Regional Directorate of National
Security Corps. The State Security Directorate comprised counter-intelligence
(II"d Unit), the Surveillance Unit (IV*" Unit), Technical Unit (VI Unit), the Statistical
and Registry Unit, State Security divisions or groups in districts, and later also
passport control departments.

1968 brought many interesting initiatives to further transform the State
Security, although these were never implemented. The issues from the past,
in particular from the 1950s, ongoing rehabilitations, and the possibility for
more open information, at least to a certain extent, revealed the terrible cases
related to brutal interrogation methods and provocations by the State Security,
almost all through the 1960s. Proposal to cancel the State Security was made
in the atmosphere of public criticism of illegalities and unlawfulness that had
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The tate Security officer
report about the events of
August 1968
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1953 - 1968

KS-ZNB Spréva Stdtnej bezpe&nosti
K o 8 3 o @

Diia 24. 8. 1968

Z A TN A M

Diia 24.8.1968 bol som v styku s risditel'om VSS KoZice
Ing. VELESOM, ktorého som informoval o stanovisku a dlohach
komunistov S-5tB KoZ¥ice. Pri informécidch boli pritomnf :
predseda CZV-ROH, CZV-KSS a vedici 20, Po vyloZen{ nésho
stanoviska boli s tym velmi spokojni, prejavili dplnd dbéve-
ru pracovnikom 5tB, sIdbili, e o na¥iom stanovisku budd informow:
vat v3etkych zamestnancov zdvodu a vyzvu tychto k bdelosti
a ostraZitosti. V zdvere jodnania bol som poZizdany, aby som
priSiel medzi ich zamestnancov v pondelok, alebo v utorok
/26.-27.8.1968/ a pohovoril s nime o nadom stanovisku, a Ze to
prispeje k ddvere pracovnikom 5tB.

Tolas zdrZanis sa v zdvode som zistil, 7e riaditel zdvo-
du je neoficidlne strdZeny zamestnancami zdvodu, je zosilneng
ZS pri vchode do zévodu. 2Zdvod ched premenovat na zdvod
Alexandra DUSCEKA /doteraz mé ndzov zdvod Sovietskej armédy/,
zo strechy zdvodu bola strhnutd hviezda ZSSR. V celom zdvode
je 8ilnd protisovietska ndlada.

&
Poznadil: W\ol::gk

occurred - the State Security to be controlled by the Government, or to stop
activities against the internal enemy. None of the above proposals were actually
implemented, eventually. Nevertheless, the liberalisation of the political situation
in the country also affected State Security collaborators. In many cases, the easing
of the tensions resulted in feelings that collaborators might stop cooperating
without any threats of reciprocal measures being applied by the security staff.
Therefore, the State Security recorded a reduction of its collaborators by one
half — by the end of 1967, there were 11,603 secret collaborators registered by
the State Security, and at the end of 1969 their number dropped to only 5,963.
Naturally, this fact significantly affected the operational activities of the State
Security. In fact, after the Warsaw Pact armies’ invasion, some security staff fled,
and many problems were recorded with collaborators abroad when they fell
silent or refused to cooperate further.

111



Ail.eprava FMV
Eraticinava

S R T D W W ey e Wy e gk Sl S Al -

atelnik XIi.spravy F MV

R A e



The Fra of

NORMALISATION
1969 - 1589

3 Transl. note: This is the name commonly given to the period after 1969 in the history of
Czechoslovakia, characterised by initial restoration of the firm rule of the Communist Party,
removing the reforms and the reformers.
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After 1968, in the period of the so-called normalisation, State Security
operated as an effective tool for controlling the society. Very shortly after
the Soviet invasion, State Security was placed back under the firm control
of Communist Party leaders, and helped to strengthen and maintain

the leading role of the Communist Party in the society embedded in the
Constitution. There was a relationship of informal subordination towards
Party functionaries. The Minister of the Interior was subordinated directly
to the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia,

who personally selected a suitable candidate for that post, whereas the
state bodies as the government and the parliament did not intervene in
the activities of the Ministry of the Interior. State Security was retained
the firm support of the regime during the last years before the fall of
Communism. The introduction of perestroika and openly anti-regime
manifestations emphasised its irrecoverable task from the point of view
of regime protection. The main objective of State Security, even up to
Jjust before its fall, was to influence, destabilise from the inside and
disintegrate social groups that could create political opposition against
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. Breaking the fighting power of
the ‘internal enemy’, spreading mistrust among the regime’s opponents,
breaking contacts with abroad, and discrediting the illegal structures
representatives were important tasks. The repressive activities did not
stop, as the number of constructed actions in courts against antt-regime
activists show. Protection of party interests had always been more '
important than the protection of the interests of the state, although the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, as a party that identified itself with
the state, saw those interests as being identical.

The events of the years 1968 and 1969 significantly influenced the activities
of State Security. The Minister Josef Pavel (who had been in his office since April
1968) tried to implement the methods of the so-called 'Socialism with human
face' also in the work of the Ministry of the Interior. There was a discussion
about the retrieval of mistakes, democratisation, and about reducing both
the powers and also the numbers of State Security members. It was proposed
to terminate the state security's role in controlling the society. However, that
process was stopped by the arrival of the Warsaw Pact armies in Czechoslovakia.
The subsequent signing of the Moscow Protocols on August 26™, 1968 indicated
a de facto beginning of a period of 'normalisation’. After purges within the
Czechoslovak Communist Party, a new party leadership led by Gustav Husak
came to power, leading both the Communist Party and the state, with a guarantee
of the loyalty towards the Soviet Union. The occupation of Czechoslovakia meant
the negation of the liberalisation and renewal processes. The main objective of



The Era of Normalisation

1969 - 1989

Also the normalisation
regime, with Gustav
Husak as the mostly
visible person (smiling
on the picture), used the
State Security services
very intensively. The
snapshot of the National
Security forces top
officials visiting the
Czechoslovak President
and leader of the
Czechoslovak Communist
Party

Source: V. Hanuliak
Archive

the new party leadership was to restore the position of power of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia within the society. Due to the rigidity and inflexibility of
the normalisation regime, the period of normalisation is often called ‘the time
without history’. The regime did everything it could to avoid principal political
confrontation with citizens. It strived to meet the unwritten agreement, according
to which citizens were asked not to get involved in public issues, and to show
silent loyalty, or at least not to manifest any resistance, in order to receive a
relatively acceptable standard of living and some social security.

After the occupation of Czechoslovakia and the introduction of
‘normalisation’, at the end of the 60s and beginning of the 70s, extensive staff
purges took also place in the state security sector, and within party structures.
Firstly (starting in September 1968), people who had worked on the preparation
and implementation of the military intervention in Czechoslovakia went
through ‘internal proving' Side by side with political changes, and clearly under
Soviet pressure, political screenings of those who appeared to be opposed
to the occupation of the country were launched. At the end of June 1969, Jan
Pelnaf, the Federal Minister of the Interior, established a Commission to Clarify
Problems at Work and the Activities of Some Ministry of the Interior Workers
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Jozef Vavro
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

and Units in the Years 1968 and 1969 (In May 1970 it was replaced by a special
inspection department at the Federal Ministry of the Interior). At the same time
a Commission of the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee was
established at the Prague Ministry of the Interior, dealing with the issues from
the Party's point of view. Both commissions checked the attitudes and behaviour
of security members during the 1968 events. By the end of 1970, 3.662 security
members had been expelled from the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, i.e.
about 10.5 % of the party membership. 1.969 members lost their jobs in the
National Security Corps (Slovak abbreviation ZNB). The notice period for another
445 members was allowed to lapse. One of the most significant functionaries
it was Jan Majer, the state secretary, who was expelled from the Czechoslovak
Communist Party and was withdrawn from his position on April 28, 1970 due to
the political screening procedure. The most extensive purge took place in the
Foreign Intelligence as 353 officers had to leave (almost one third of the staff),
and the further enfeeblement was accomplished by the defections of many
officers (by emigration and transferring to enemy secret services).

Screening commissions warked also in Slovak State Security units. Ondrej
Dovina, State Security Slovak HQ Head, established a Commission led by his deputy
Jozef Vavro at the beginning of October 1969. The Commission examined the
attitudes and activities of people working with State Security Central Directorate
of the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic during the events in 1968,
as well as State Security Directorate Heads in Bratislava who signed a Declaration
on August 26, 1968. In that Declaration they called the intervention of Warsaw
Pact armies a shameful occupation and they supported Ludvik Svoboda, the
President of Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubdek, the 1% Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, and Oldfich Cernik, the
Prime Minister. The initiators of the Declaration — J&n Sutor, the Deputy Head
of State Security Directorate in Bratislava and Head of the II"® Unit and his two
deputies, Stefan Marti$ek and Jozef Dagko - were expelled from the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia and they lost their jobs with the National Security Corps.
Other heads received party punishments and were degraded to lower positions.
These State Security members supported the Czechoslovak Communist Party
policy in the 50s and fought drastically against persons opposing the regime,
or those with different opinions. Many of them paradoxically, were rehabilitated
after 1989, and hired again. By the end of 1972, 128 State Security members
had received punishments from the party (62 of them worked with the State
Security Directorate in Bratislava, 23 in Banska Bystrica and 22 in KoSice). 33 more
members were expelled from their jobs with State Security until the following
July.

At the same time, at the end of 1968 and at the beginning of 1969, a process
of conceptual and organisation changes took place within Czechoslovak security
units. The period of the so-called Prague Spring brought a gradual reduction in
the State Security's scope of activities, along with open criticism of its operation
and methods of work, and also the opportunity to implement the ideas of the
federative arrangement of the state. The Ministry of the Interior, and especially
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At the beginning of the 70s the
educational system within the

security sector had been changed and
developed. In 1970 an Anti-riot (Police)
Unit was established within

the National Security Corps, where
newly hired ZNB members were
trained. The People’s Police (Slovak
abbreviation VB) anti-riot units

were established within both the
Ministry of the Interior of the Czech
Socialist Republic and the Ministry

of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist
Republic, due to massive protests

by citizens during the years 1968

and 1969. The regime needed units
composed of young ZNB members
that would be ready to intervene
immediately and effectively against
illegal actions of a major size. Leading
State Security functionaries without a
university degree had to take a three
year course in law. The Board of the
Federal Assembly* took a decision on
September 25, 1973 to establish the
Higher School of the National Security
Corps (VS ZNB). Lack of confidence

in existing universities and the need to
increase the level of education of ZNB

members played a role in that decision.

The school was built by taking Felix
Dzerzhinsky KGB Higher School

in Moscow as a model. The activities
of the newly established school
started in 1974. According to the
words of Jaromir Obzina, the Minister

of the Interior, the school should
become “a basis to deepen and
enlarge professional knowledge”

and “to prepare well educated, and
both morally and politically capable
workers for the needs of the security
service”. The study at the Higher
School of the National Security Corps
took four years and was provided in
internal and external forms as well.
The school had four faculties: the
Faculty of State Security (1 Faculty,
state security issues) and the Faculty
of Public Security (2" Faculty, focus on
criminal and transport police issues)
with its seat in Prague; the Faculty of
State Borders Protection with its seat
in Holesov, and later in Bratislava

(3 Faculty, state borders protections
issues), and finally the StB and People’s
Police Faculty of Investigation (4
Faculty) with its seat in Bratislava. Jdn
Pjescak, the Federal Deputy Minister
of the Interior became the first Rector
of the VS ZNB. Co-operation with the
Soviet KGB in the field of education
went on successfully. Selected members
of State Security, but also of other
security units, studied at the KGB
Operations School in Moscow for one
year, or at the School of Investigation
in Leningrad, or they took several week
long special courses. There were even
a few of them who were offered the
opportunity to study at the KGB Higher
School in Moscow for four years.

¥ Transl. note: The Federal Assembly was a body corresponding to the Parliament.

its state security units, were in a relatively complex situation in those days. The
Constitutional Law on the Czechoslovak Federation led to the establishment
of national Ministries of the Interior with their own State Security units. These
were created in a situation when staff purges within the Communist Party made
thousands of state and party functionaries, leading workers in national and state
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Stefan Homola
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

Emil Blaho
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

Jan Hascak
Source: ABS

Heads of Regional State Security Directorate in Slovakia
in the period of 1966 - 1989

May 1, 1966 — February 28, 1969 Michal Dudas

March 1, 1969 — June 30, 1983 Michal Kasan
Bratislava -

July 1, 1983 - July 31, 1986 Stefan Homola

August 1, 1986 — February 9, 1990 Ladislav Horak

May 1, 1966 — April 30, 1969 FrantiSek Garay
Banska Bystrica May 1, 1969 - January 31, 1980 Emil Blaho

February 1, 1980 — December 31, Pavel Korbel

May 1, 1966 - January 31, 1969 Ondrej Dovina

; March 1, 1969 - July 31, 1970 Jan Hanuliak

Kosice

August 1, 1970 - April 20, 1981 Jan Hascak

July 1, 1981 - January 15, 1990 Stefan Sarnovsky

companies, as well as common party members, into ‘hostile persons’ within a few
months. Also many of those who used to lead $tB units themselves, or who had
carried out state security tasks not so long ago, were suddenly in a position of
being victimised. The new management at the Ministry of the Interior, as well as
the State Security units themselves, had to react to those changes. The complexity
of the situation within State Security has to be considered with regard to external
and internal factors, such as the already mentioned emigration of a number of
Stb members (followed by the disclosure of its structures and its network of
agents), the purges within the sector of the interior and the development of
the structures at the level of the Czech and Slovak Republics, and the radical
decrease of numbers of secret collaborators.

In accordance with the Constitutional Law of the Czechoslovak Federation
the Federal Ministry of the Interior was established at the beginning of 1969, led
by Jan Pelnéf, a long-time member of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, and two ministries at the level of republics: the Ministry
of the Interior of the Czech Socialist Republic led by Josef Grosser and the Ministry
of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic, led by Egyd Pepich. The adoption
of new legislation brought new positions at all federal ministries, including the
position of a state secretary, who was formally at the same level as the minister.
He was a member of the government and took part in the management of the
ministry. The principle of equal representation of Czechs and Slovaks in the
management of federal bodies was introduced, so if there was a Czech in the
position of a minister, his state secretary had to be a Slovak, and vice versa. The
Slovak Jan Majer was appointed to a new position at the Czechoslovak Ministry
of the Interior on January 2, 1969, in place of the 1% Czechoslovak Deputy
Ministry of the Interior. He was responsible for the Department of Law, the
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Egyd Pepich became the
Minister of the Interior
after Czechoslovakia
became a federal state
Source: Military Archive,
Central Registry Trnava

Security Department, the Economic Management Department, the Department
of Communication Management and the Defence Department. Frantisek Vasek,
the public prosecutor in political show trials in the 50s, became the Czechoslovak
Deputy Minister of the Interior with responsibility for the federal intelligence
service and state secrets protection. At the end of 1969 he had to leave the
position of deputy minister, because of his career in the past, and he went back to
public prosecution. From October 1969 his job in leading departments had been
carried out by Miloslav Kosnar, the former counter-intelligence service head, and
since February 1969 by the Deputy Head of the State Security Central Directorate
with the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic (appointed to that position
on September 2, 1969). Among their powers were leading the Foreign Intelligence
Central Directorate (from November 3 it was managed directly by the Federal
Minister of the Interior), the Central Counter-intelligence Directorate, the Central
Military Counter-intelligence Directorate, the Surveillance Directorate, Protection
of Party and Constitutional Functionaries Directorate, the Intelligence Technology
Directorate, the Foreigners” Unit, the Cryptographic Unit, the Secretariat of the
Standing Commission on Classified Information Protection, and the Intelligence
Unit of the Federal Intelligence Service Directorate. On September 22, 1969
the Federal Ministry management was enlarged by the Slovak Jan Pjescak, the
Head of the Central Office of Military Prosecution, and the Head of Institute of
Criminology, and the Head of the Department of Criminology at the Faculty of
Law at the Charles University in Prague. As a Deputy Minister responsible for
the management of executive units and service units, Pjescak led the Federal
Detective Central Office, Civil Defence HQ of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic,
the Air Unit of the Ministry of the Interior, the Central Registry Unit, Research and
the Development Centre for Automation, Unit for Economic Issues, and Unit for
Sports Education.

Act No. 166/1968 Coll. on Definition of Competencies within the CSSR from
the point of view of internal order and security gave the following scope for
activities and responsibilities to the Federal Ministry of the Interior: coordinating
both republics’ security forces command, the command of armed security forces
units established to fulfil special tasks in protecting the CSSR, federal bodies and
institutions, the execution of state administration related to association issues
in both republics, state and economic secret protection, the legal definition of
Czechoslovak borders and state symbols, and the legal regulation of the traffic
system. Central units of State Security were still incorporated in the structures
of the Federal Ministry of the Interior. In March 1969 the Federal Intelligence
Service Directorate was established composed of the Foreign Intelligence
Central Directorate (I** Directorate) and its regional units (until then parts of
ZNB Regional Directorates), the Central Counter-intelligence Service Directorate
(IId Directorate), Military Counter-intelligence Directorate (III'¥ Directorate),
Surveillance Directorate (IV* Directorate), and Intelligence Technology Directorate
(VI* Directorate ). Among the StB units there was also the Protection of Party
and Constitutional Functionaries Directorate (V" Directorate), Cryptographic
Unit, Foreigners” Unit, and Secretariat of the Standing Commission on Classified
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State Security carried out preventive,
repressive and information activities
against persons opposing the
Communist regime. Preventive
activities were performed mainly

by operational units, using first of
all “preventive and educational’,

or “prophylactic and destructive”
measures. These kinds of activities
were the forms mostly used during
the period of normalisation, and
methodological instructions were
issued by the 1% Deputy Minister of
the Interior in December 1974, later
amended in 1982. Those preventive
and educational measures were used
to hinder the activities of a particular
person, or groups of persons.

There was a kind of “agreement” (in
fact it was more a threat) when the
given person was told by the State
Security member that his/her anti-
regime activities would have ‘certain’
consequences (Le. persecution of

the given person). Non-conformist
behaviour could have different
consequences. In most cases people

were punished and threatened with

a job loss, denial of opportunities for
their children to study, invitations to
interrogations, permanent monitoring
and observation, or in the worst cases
arrests and imprisonments. Those
persecution meastires were often
related to family members, who also
had to go through interviews in their
jobs. These measures used by State
Security were extremely successful
due to their scary effects, but also
because such an interview meant a
loss of confidence in the given person.
Preventive actions were largely used
especially prior to important social and
political events, such as state holidays,
foreign visits, significant sports events,
concerts, religious pilgrimages, or
military exercises. State Security
members tried to isolate selected
‘hostile persons’ and prevent them from
carrying out any kind of activities. The
so-called ‘agents of influence’ played
an important role, as it was instructed
to influence the ‘hostile person’
according to State Security plans.

Information Protection. Only the Military Intelligence Service that operated
within the structure of the Federal Ministry of the Interior, and under the name
of the General Staff Intelligence Directorate it was subordinated to the Ministry
of National Defence.

ZNB regional Directorates, together with State Security Directorates, civil
defence and firefighting regional bodies were included into the powers of
national ministries of the interior. With the exception of the foreign intelligence
that remained under the command of the Federal Ministry of the Interior, all
other State Security units were subordinated to national ministries of interior.
At the federal level there was the Intelligence Service Federal Directorate; in
Slovakia there was State Security Central Directorate by the Ministry of the
Interior of the Slovak Republic, and a similar body in the Ministry of the Interior
of the Czech Republic, with ZNB regional directorates under their command and
control. The tasks and powers were not strictly defined in terms of what caused
serious disputes about the competencies.
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Dominik Tatarka, novelist, Jozef Jablonicky, historian, who
among others, personally experienced the State Security
normalisation persecution. Snapshot taken

under surveillance

Source: Nation’s Memory Institute (UPN) Archive, ABS
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The ranks of the
National Security
Corps

Source: ABS

1969 - 1989

Sergeant Constable Senior-constable

First Warrant Officer Warrant Officer Senior Warrant Officer

Sub-lieutenant

First lieutenant Captain

Major

Major General Lieutenant General Colonel General
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The first steps to establish the Slovak State Security Headquarters, but
also the whole future Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic,
were taken within the special Slovak Directorate at the Ministry of the Interior
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. The Czechoslovak government adopted
a decision on its establishment on September 9, 1968. Its management was
taken over by Egyd Pepich, the Deputy Minister of the Interior. The processes
of selecting the staff and appointing people into positions were to be decided
by the leadership of the Communist Party of Slovakia. The Central Committee of
the Slovak Communist Party had already approved staff proposals in September:
Egyd Pepich’'s deputy was Jan Gazdik, who used to be the Deputy Head at the
Central Directorate of the People’s Police; the management of the People's Police
unit was taken over by Jozef Vadovicky, and of State Security by Jan Pobeha, the
former Head of Foreign Intelligence Unit in Kosice. The Unit of Human Resources
was led by Gustav Misanko, the former Head of the Internal Affairs Unit at the
Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava; and the Directorate Head’s Secretariat
was led by Jan Janik, who used to be the Head of the Investigation Unit of the VB
Municipal Directorate in Bratislava. The Slovak Directorate at the Ministry of the
Interior took over the management of National Security Corps units in Slovakia,
and also of dealing with the organisational issues and questions concerning the
distribution of powers related to the establishment of the Slovak Ministry of the
Interior, including its security units.

The Slovak Ministry of the Interior, like the other national ministries, was
established at the beginning of 1969. It organisational structure was built up
during the following months. Egyd Pepich became the Minister. The Government
of the Slovak Socialist Republic approved the appointment of his deputies in
the months to follow. The government approved Severin Martinka, the Head
Secretary of the Municipal Committee of the Slovak Communist Party in KoSice,
to become the 1% Deputy Minister of the Interior on its meeting in February
7, 1969; and Jan Filko to become the Deputy Minister responsible for civil and
administration issues. On March 14, 1969 Vincent Ozvoda became the Deputy
Minister of the Interior responsible for State Security, and gradually took over
the management of the StB Security Unit, the Central StB Directorate, StB
Investigation Directorate, Party and Governmental Functionaries Protection
Directorate, Passport and Visa Directorate, and Classified Information Protection
Department. The former worker of the military counter-intelligence Ozvolda
was appointed a Deputy Minister personally by the Minister Pepich, as these
two men knew each other in early times when they worked together in the East
Military District.

Jan Pobeha was appointed to a leading position in the Slovak State Security
headquarters, in the Central StB Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. It is
possible that his friendship with Minister Pepich played an important part in
this. Their friendship went back to the days when he used to lead the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Banska Bystrica. Pobeha was one
of the first Slovaks who finished the one-year long study at the KGB Operations
School in Moscow, and at the end of the 50s he was a candidate to become the
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National Security forces  Head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Bratislava.

member — haircut style

However, after the affair with a bugging device was revealed at the National House
Source: ABS

in Banska Bystrica (the device was revealed in spring 1960 by the functionaries
of dissolved Regional Committee of the Slovak Communist Party in Zilina who
lived temporarily in the hotel; originally the device was used to bugging military
attachés of the USA, Great Britain, France and Canada) he took over the position
of the Head of the Foreign Intelligence Unit in KoSice. Pobeha did not stay in the
position of Head of the Slovak HQ of State Security for long, because in January
1969 he went to work with the Foreign Intelligence Service in Prague. Ondrej
Dovina, the Head of State Security in KoSice, was appointed to lead State Security
in Slovakia. Michal Dud&s, Head of State Security in Bratislava and Jozef Vavro,
Head of the 1%t Counter-intelligence Unit at State Security Central Directorate
of the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic, became Dovina's
deputies. Withdrawals and appointments of new functionaries were caused by
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The network of agents consisting of
secret collaborators, confidants and
secret collaboration candidates, was

a special form of controlling the
soclety. It spread over the whole society
and was composed of approximately
15.000 active collaborators. The
network of secret collaborators and
confidants was built systematically by
State Security, as its most important
source of information and knowledge.
Secret collaborators (classified in
following categories: resident, informer,
agent, safe house owner) signed,

to witness their consent to collaborate
with State Security, an oath on secrecy
and an oath on collaboration. These
were so-called conscious collaborators.
The regulations made it possible to
register and use a secret collaborator
also in case he/she refused to sign

the oath. These were the cases when
making a person to sign could lead

to a breach of the mutual confidence,
or a lack of will to cooperate. The StB
hired secret collaborators in three
main ways: on the basis of their own
will (they wanted to collaborate due

to ideological reasons), on the basis of
damaging materials and information,
and on the basis of the material,
financial and social advantages

being offered. The activities of State
Security in hiring secret collaborators
were based on the intentions and
tasks as defined in party and security
documents. But as the members of
State Security claimed themselves:
“the collaborators were recruited from
all social groups so that we would

get reports from all kinds of jobs and
localities that would provide us with
true reflections of real life.” The StB
recruited secret collaborators in all
different environments. The number of
collaborators used in respective cases

depended on the importance

and potential threat of the given
dissidents, activists or association.
The secret collaborators provided
StB with much valuable information.
The task of the secret collaborators
was not only to inform on hostile
persons, or anti-regime groups, but
also to influence them in a suitable
way within the intentions of State
Security (i.e. to influence thelir
decisions and activities). State Security
registered several categories of secret
collaborators. The most important
category, form the point of view

of the political police, was the
resident. As an especially selected,
entirely reliable, experienced

and professionally trained secret
collaborator, he led and controlled
his own agents allocated to him; he
was under the personal command
of an operational worker. The informer
was a secret collaborator, usually
engaged on the basis of his patriotic
feelings, providing information on
hostile facts from his environment.
Informers were selected by State
Security from citizens who

had many contacts and who were
trusted in their local environment.
This collaboration category

was not used after 1972. The agent
was a secret collaborator fulfilling
tasks in revealing cases, working

on them and documenting anti-
state criminal activities, as well as
the tasks that could hinder such
criminal activities. The last category
of secret collaborators was owners
of safe houses. In accordance with
an agreement concluded with State
Security they provided their
apartments or rooms to StB members
for confidential meetings with other
secret collaborators.



dissatisfaction with ongoing purges in the security system, but also due the fact
that those people were engaged in and they supported the policy of Dubcek in
1968. From the point of view of State Security in Slovakia, purges and transfers at
the federal level were the most common reasons for frequent changes in leading
positions. Also the opinions of Soviet experts in the sector traditionally played a
significant role in these cases.

The $tB Headquarters in Slovakia was divided in five counter-intelligence
units: two units of internal intelligence service; a surveillance unit; an intelligence
technology unit and executive units (the internal affairs unit, the financial
department, the separate departments of inspection and defence of the staff
of HQ, the analytical department, the human resources and education units).
The counter-intelligence unit was focused on the intelligence service of the
USA (I Counter-intelligence Unit), West Germany and Austria (II"Y Counter-
intelligence Unit), Great Britain, France and other capitalistic countries (I
Counter-intelligence Unit), along with so-called visa foreigners and passport
control departments management (IV®" Counter-intelligence Unit), and state
secret protection, along with travel to capitalist countries and emigration
(V*h Counter-intelligence Unit). The units of the internal intelligence service
were focused on foreign hostile organisations, emigration centres and their
collaborators in the territory of Slovakia (I Internal Intelligence Service Unit),
or on the detection, reveal and documentation of criminal activities against
the republic committed by the citizens of the Slovak Socialist Republic without
connections to hostile foreign countries, and on prohibited organisations (11"
Internal Intelligence Service Unit). The Surveillance Unit produced regulations
for carrying out observance and monitoring, improving the forms and methods
of surveillance, and providing for coordination of surveillance actions and means
of special technology. The Intelligence Technology Unit elaborated long-term
conceptual plans, fulfilled analytical tasks in the field of intelligence technology
use, along with the purchase, repair and development of technological devices,
criminology-technological expertise and technological defence.

The Central StB Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak
Socialist Republic was responsible for the command, control, coordination, and in
selected fields also executive unit operating in the territory of the Slovak Socialist
Republic. It managed the S$tB directorates in Slovakia dislocated with Regional
ZNB Directorates, and decided about the main direction and focus of work in
respective areas. It submitted reports and information about its activities to the
Central Committee of the Slovak Communist Party and to the Government of the
Slovak Socialist Republic. Originally it carried out its own operational activities
only in case of the Austrian General Consulate in Bratislava (operation BRECLAV).
In the period that followed there were many changes in $tB leading positions in
Slovakia, but also at the federal level.

A principal reorganisation was carried out within the organisational structure
of the Czechoslovak Foreign Intelligence Service, an offensive part of the State
Security responsible for the intelligence, espionage and counter-intelligence
activities abroad. The new organisational structure was implemented at the
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Honorary Appreciation Badge  Honorary Appreciation Badge Honorary Appreciation Badge
of National Security Corps of National Security Corps for Service in National Security
{in Czech) {in Slovak) Corps (in Czech)

Honorary Appreciation Badge ~ Honorary Appreciation Badge Honorary Appreciation Badge
for Service in National Security 30 years of National Security 30 years of National Security
Corps (in Slovak) Corps (in Czech) Corps (in Slovak)

Decorations awarded
by the Ministry
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of the Interior oy | ongstanding Work (to For Longstanding Work (to For Service of Auxiliary Guard
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Exemplary Employee
of Public Security

silver-plated bronze
For Defence of State Border

Honorary Badge of National Honorary Badge of National
Security Corps (in Slovak) Security Corps (in Czech)

VIZORNY
o - REKYENTANT #

Graduate of Higher School Graduate of military and civil Exemplary participant of Exemplary learner
of National Security Corps higher school Special-task Unit of Public Security

Special-task Unit of Public Security Czechoslovak partisan and helper For strengthening of Friendship
of Czechoslovak partisan in Arms
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beginning of 1969, as a number of $tB members had defected. It respected the
basic focus of the secret services, and also strengthened the position of national
bodies. The Central Intelligence Service Directorate consisted of the Head
Directorate Secretariat, under six directorates: the Political Foreign Intelligence
Service (Directorate A), the Foreign Counter-intelligence Service (Directorate B),
the Scientific-technological Foreign Intelligence Service (Directorate C), the Illegal
Foreign Intelligence Service (Directorate D), Supporting Units (Directorate E), the
Foreign Intelligence Service Branch in Bratislava (Directorate F), and regional
units with their seats in regional towns. Branch F in Bratislava participated in
operational activities deriving from plans made for the operational parts of the
intelligence service (Directorates A — D), and in selecting and training of foreign
intelligence service members. It provided for connecting the foreign intelligence
service information system with party and state authorities within the Slovak
Socialist Republic, and the intelligence information for selected state and party

After the invasion of the Warsaw
Pact troops in Czechoslovakia in
1968, State Security started to focus
on the citizens who did not agree
with the occupation of the country,
and first all the ex-Communists
expelled from the Party after political
purges. Those people were accused
of right-wing opportunism’ and were
expelled from the Party. in principle
they ‘enlarged’ the regime’s enemies
by thousands of people. What they
had in common was that they did
not agree with the occupation of the
country and unlike the majority of the
population they declared it publicly,
or in front of a screening commission
of the Czechoslovak Communist
Party. In Slovakia the actions taken
against those people were limited to
observation and social isolation, so
that they could not be involved in
anti-regime activities. It the majority
of cases those actions were successful
The most important representative

of that group was Alexander Dubcek.
Some of them, including Miroslav
Kusy, were engaged in the activities
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of Charter 77. Altogether this was a
group of approximately 350 people

in Slovakia, but the special interest of
State Security focused on the 40 most
active participants. In the 70s, so-
called civic dissent was the most active
opposition in Slovakia, the political
orientation of which was on the edge
between the democratic socialism and
liberalism, and many of its activists
supported reformed Communism

in 1968. Its central protagonists

were Slovak Charter 77 signatories

as Miroslav Kusy, Hana Ponicka or
Dominik Tatarka, but also those who
were its sympathisers, although they
did not sign it. Among them there
were Jozef Jablonicky, Milan Simecka
or Julius Strinka. The persecution of
the Chartists and representatives of
other opposition streams culminated
in a nation-wide operation called
ASANACIA (in English SANITATION),
the aim of which was to force the
Charter signatories to emigrate abroad.
Within that action, the writer Jan
Ladislav Kalina left the country for
Germany by force at the end of 70s.



Many former communists
were monitored by the
State Security, after 1968;
eg. Ladislav Holdos

(on both snapshots
marked with "O")
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Military counter-
intelligence was an
important part of the
State Security. Snapshots
from a visit paid by
Hungarian colleagues

to Czechoslovakia
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

functionaries in Slovakia related to issues of specific Slovak interest (e.g. Slovak
separatism and emigration, the Vatican). It also provided for contacts and
cooperation with members of the foreign intelligence service of the Hungarian
People’s Republic. Until March 1970, Directorate F was headed by Eduard Pafco,
a graduate of the one-year study at the KGB Operations School in Moscow, the
former Head of Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior in Nitra (1956
- 1960) and the Deputy Head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of the
Interior in Bratislava (1960 — 1966). In the middle of 1970 he was substituted
by Franti$ek Garay, his school-mate from Moscow, the Head of $tB Directorate
in Banska Bystrica. Directorate F was dissolved in the reorganisation of March
1971. Its members became part of the renewed regional unit in Bratislava (the
unit was part of Directorate F from December 1969). From December 1968 the
Czechoslovak Foreign Intelligence Service was headed by Cestmir Podzemny,
a leading worker of the Counter-Intelligence Service. In January 1971 he was
substituted by Milo$ Hladik, an expert of the Council for Mutual Economic
Assistance and an apparatchik in the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak



Secretly made snapshots
of Jan Carnogursky,

the dissident and
Christian activist

Source: ABS

Communist Party. In the position of Deputy Head of the Czechoslovak Foreign
Intelligence Service there were Slovaks, first Jan Pobeha (1969 - 1974) and
later Ondrej Dovina (1974 — 1984). After the death of Milo$ Hladik in February
1980, it was Dovina who became the Head of the Czechoslovak Foreign
Intelligence Service for more than a year.

From the point of view of intelligence tasks the Central Foreign Intelligence
Service Directorate was divided into:

1 Political Foreign Intelligence Service, performing political, military-political
and political-economic espionage;

2 Scientific-technological Foreign Intelligence Service, the task of which was
to collect scientific-technological and technological-economic information;

3 So-called lllegal Foreign Intelligence Service;

4 Foreign Counter-intelligence Service operating against foreign intelligence
services and emigrants, guarding and protecting Czechoslovak embassies and
consulates, and citizens in the “capitalistic countries.”

The Main Counter-intelligence Directorate provided for operational activities
in three central ways. It monitored the activities of hostile foreign intelligence
services in Czechoslovakia and controlled diplomats, foreign journalists, trade
companies’ representatives, students and short-stay students. Its workers
observed and hindered the activities of the so-called internal enemy (at the
beginning of the 70s these were party members dismissed from the Communist
Party, but in principle all were anti-regime activists). It also guarded and
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State Security paid lot of attention

to the Catholic Church in the period
of normalisation, as it played the
central role in anti-regime activities
in Slovakia in the 80s. The Catholic
Church had always had a strong
position in Slovakia and therefore the
Communist regime considered it its
greatest enemy. Hard interventions of
State Security were typical, especially
for the 40s and 50s, but the state
authorities carried on their fight
against the church also in the years
that followed. The trial with bishops
Jan Vojtassak, Michal Buzalka and
Pavol Gojdic in 1951 was the most
flagrant case of attacking the church
hierarchy, as along with interning the
priests in forced labour camps. State
Security was extremely engaged in
fighting against the underground
church. The association Family (in
Slovak Rodina) established by Tomislav
Kolakovic with his active ‘students’ as
Viadimir Jukl, Silvester Krcmery and
others, was a significant representative
of the underground church. After

the normalisation procedure was
launched, the aim of the regime was
“to eliminate gradually the influence
of the Church on worshippers and

to secure that both churches and
religious associations would not be
obstacles in further development of the
socialist society.” Catholic dissent was
represented first of all by the activities
of the Hidden Church led by the

Bishop Jan Chryzostom Korec, Jukl,
Kréméry and Catholic laics like Jan
Carnogursky or Frantisek Miklosko.
The Hidden Church violated the
efforts of the Communists to rule the
society in a total way. The long-term
aim of State Security was to reveal the
structures of the Hidden Church, to
infiltrate them and gradually liquidate
them. But they never succeeded. In
1979 there was a meeting of heads of
State Security Directorate and Jaromir
Obzina. The Federal Minister of the
Interior invited them to act decisively
against the Catholic Church, which
was related not only with extensive
activities of the Hidden Church, but
also the election of the Pole Karol
Wajtyla to become a Pope. State
Security monitored the meetings of
the Hidden Church activists, various
clubs, and especially contacts with
church emigration. There were efforts
to hinder these contacts by refusals

to grant visas (travelling restrictions)
and by censoring exported and
imported literature. The members of
State Security paid much attention

to contacts with abroad. This was
because of the Hidden Church
environment information leaked to
foreign countries about human rights
and religious freedom violations

in Slovakia, distributed later through
broadcasting of Radio Free Europe,
Voice of America or Radio Vaticana

to the whole world.

protected economic and state institutions (ministries, foreign trade companies,
etc.) from the counter-intelligence point of view. In relation to the Soviet troops
located in the territory of Czechoslovakia, the counter-intelligence service had
an extra task, namely to protect also the troops and goods of the Soviet Army.
Since 1969 the Counter-intelligence Service had been led by Vaclav Soral. In
September 1969 he was substituted by the Slovak Stefan Hubina, the former
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In the period of normalisation State Security
carried out several nation-wide operations
of an intelligence and preventive character.
Because of their size and intensity,

these operations were methodologically
managed by central units of counter-
intelligence in Prague. Various operations
concentrated on preventing the activities
of the so-called internal opponents. In the
operation called ASANACIA (in English
SANITATION), State Security strived to
force various opposition representatives to
leave the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic
and emigrate. The security and preventive
operation called IZOLACIA (in English
ISOLATION) focused on isolating the central
exponents of the opposition and to the
cause opposition groups to disintegrate.
Breaking up the opposition movement,
evoking disputes and mutual mistrust
among respective opposition streams,
weakening the organised opposition
activities and hindering the efforts to unite
in the platform of Charter 77 were carried
out by State Security in operations called
KLIN (in English WEDGE) and ROZPTYL (in
English DISPERSION). The State Security
wanted to stop the unification of the
opposition through the operation called
ZEMETRASENIE (in English EARTHQUAKE).
The possible isolation of hostile persons
when special measures were taken was
regulated by methodological instructions
related to operations like KRUH (in English
CIRCLE) and NORBERT. The nation-wide
operation DELTA wanted to liquidate the
distribution channel among the opposition
and the exile and “ideologically diversified
centres”. The operation called SEVER (in
English NORTH) was designed to break
the cooperation and contacts between the
Czechoslovak and Polish oppositions. State
Security also palid considerable attention
to persons of the Jewish origin. Their
detection and administrative registration
was performed within an operation

called PAVUK (in English SPIDER). Other

nation-wide operations were organised
against the representatives of the so-

called external enemy. Within its operation
called STOP, State Security focused on the
visa foreigners, L.e. collecting information
and checking foreigners coming to the
territory of Czechoslovakia for professional
or private reasons for a relatively short
time. Those visa foreigners who emigrated
or left the country after 1945 and

travelled to Bratislava more frequently
were monitored by the State Security
within the operation called NAVRAT

(in English RETURN). Information was
collected about non-accredited journalists
coming from non-socialist countries to
Czechoslovakia without registration and
they were checked during the operation
called ZURNAL (in English JOURNAL).
There was a nation-wide operation called
EXPERTI (in English EXPERTS); State Security
collected information about research and
development institutions and diplomats

of the People's Republic of China. Among
actions that focused on protection of the
soclalist economy, we may mention for
example the operation called MONOPOLY;
where State Security inspected and gathered
intelligence service information about the
‘East’ workers of West German corporations
like HOECHST, BAYER and BASF. State
Security prepared itself for various safety-
preventive actions. This was also the

case in an operation called OCHRANA

(in English PROTECTION) in which StB
members checked measures to be adopted
during extraordinary events, but also in the
operation called REZIM (in English REGIME)
focusing on inspecting how copying
machines were protected against misuse
for objects the Czechoslovak counter-
intelligence was interested in. There was

a sample project called VLNA (in English
WAVE) in which State Security implemented
a set of safety measures to protect

live broadcasting of the Czechoslovak
Television and Radio.



Radko Kaska, the Federal
Minister for the Interior
Source: V. Hanuliak
Archive

Head of the V™ Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior and later the Deputy
Head of the Czechoslovak Counter-Intelligence Service. Already, in the middle of
February 1971, Jaroslav Hrbacek, the long-term State Security member who has
been the Head of State Security in Bratislava at the beginning of the 50s, and for
a short time also in KoSice, became the Head of the II"® Directorate of the Federal
Ministry of the Interior.

The Military Counter-intelligence Central Directorate, led by Josef Stavihona
since 1953, provided for command and operation of the counter-intelligence
protection of the Czechoslovak Armed Forces. Stavinoha was responsible for
the management of the Unit of Interior Affairs, the Human Resources Unit and
the Unit of Organisation and Mobilisation. His deputies, Frantisek Pitra and Jan
Slizka, led the Unit of Central Units of the Ministry of National Defence and the
General Staff (I** Unit), the Unitof Activities Abroad (III'Y Unit), the Units for the
Departments of the Ministry and the Facilities of the Czechoslovak People’s Army
(V¥ Unit), and the Unit of Operational Management of Counter-intelligence

Structure of State Security units in the years 1969 - 1988

State Security unit 1969 1971 1976 1981 1986 1988

[** Directorate

(Foreign Intelligence Service) 828 98> 975 84 2l | 968

II"® Directorate (Counter-intelligence
Service, from 1974 External Enemy) e Bt [FON 262 S0 300
[II'Y Directorate

(Military Counter-intelligence Service) SRR s S

IVt Directorate (Surveillance) 625 587 766 801 803 807

V" Directorate (Protection of
Constitutional Functionaries)

VI" Directorate (Intelligence Technology) 1,089 1,108 1,247 839 860 861
X Directorate (Internal Enemy) - - 202 202 205 207

XI* Directorate (Protection
of the Czechoslovak Economy) i | e el | e

XII* Directorate (Counter-intelligence

Service in Bratislava)(in the years

1969-1974 Central State Security - 215 346 344 344 365
Directorate of the Slovak

Socialist Republic)

644 737 950 930 966 975

XIV" Directorate (Extraordinary and

Special Forms of Criminal Activities, from - - - - %0 90
1985 the Unit of special designation)
Directorate of StB Investigation - - 100N BRO8 87 88

Directorate of Passports and Visas = = 263 257 249 264



Activities (II" Unit) and the Study and Analytical Unit respectively. The Unit of
State Security’s Investigation within the Military Counter-intelligence was also
part of military counter-intelligence. At the beginning of 1972 Cyril Ohrablo
was substituted for Stavinoha in the position of Head of the Military Counter-
intelligence.

Let us mention other important federal units affected by the changes. The
Surveillance Directorate that used to closely cooperate also the Intelligence
Technology Directorate (especially in cases of persons monitored with the help of
covert listening devices installed, or persons whose flats were secretly inspected)
was led by the Slovak Stefan Demjan, the former Deputy Minister, since October
1968. However, he was punished, both as a Party member and as a professional,
for his opinions in 1968 and so had to leave that position. In August 1970 he was
substituted for a short time by Jan Hanuliak, the former State Security Head in
KoSice, who was appointed a Deputy Federal Minister of the Interior in the middle
of February 1971. Finally, Antonim Kavan, the long-tern Head of the Surveillance
Directorate, took over its management (he led that Directorate in the years
from 1951 until 1968). At the end of the 60s the Directorate was divided in the
Management, Internal Department, Department of Short Reports and Concepts,
Operational Department, Human Resources and Education Department, and six
units focusing on following activities: Surveillance for federal operational units
(I** Unit), Basic surveillance and network of confidants (II"® Unit), Surveillance of
embassies and consulates of so-called capitalistic countries (III'* Unit), Special
preparation and training of the staff (IV* Unit), Unit of housekeeping, services,
technology and conspiration (V" Unit), Surveillance for national authorities (VI*"
Unit). Directorate of party and constitutional officials” protection (V" Directorate)
provided, except for activities deriving from its name, the watching and
protection of foreign representatives during their visits to Czechoslovakia, and
of selected premises that belonged to the Party or to the state. It used to have
its own unit with a network of agents carrying out operations in revealing and
hindering hostile activities directed to threaten protected persons, delegations
and objects. The Intelligence Technology Directorate performed intelligence-
technological tasks (tapping telephones, listening rooms, secret inspections in
flats, checking the correspondence), provided for technological protection of
selected objects, and carried out research and development activities.

The organisation of safety units was not fully developed; there were
problems with the personnel, as well as with conceptual issues and distribution
of powers within State Security, and also a critical situation caused by the events
in 1968. All these problems resulted in a criticism of State Security's activities.
The Slovak Ministry of the Interior looked for the reasons, except for other
issues in cooperation with the federal unit and other units on national levels.
The Federal Ministry of the Interior saw the mistakes, on the contrary, in the
management divided into three relatively isolated and independent centres and
proposed a renewed centralisation of safety units’ management. This was in
June 1969, when the officials of federal counter-intelligence sent a proposal for
organisational changes within Czechoslovak counter-intelligence. They justified
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In the first half of the 70s Czechoslovakia
signed the agreement on cooperation

with allied security units at the highest
level In February 1972 an agreement

was signed by the Federal Minister of

the Interior Radko Kaska in Prague with
Yuri Andropov, the Chairman of the KGB
Committee by the Council of Ministers of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
which substituted the agreement concluded
in 1962. Both institutions committed
themselves to exchange intelligence from
political, economic, military and research-
technological fields, as well as information
on the activities of the ‘hostile’ emigration,
operational and information reports on
work forms and methods used by foreign
intelligence services, their members and
networks of agents, and the communication
channels and information that could

lead to the identification, recording or
liquidation of hostile agent networks
operating from abroad, or in the territories
of both countries. They also informed each
other about operational situation (n their
countries and exchanged documentations
and prototypes of intelligence technology
devices, etc. In the second half of September
1973, the new Minister of the Interior
Jaromir Obzina signed an agreement on
cooperation with the Polish Ministry of

the Interior in Tatranska Lomnica, and

on December 17, 1973 in Budapest an
agreement with the Hungarian Ministry

of the Interior. In the second half of the

70s an official cooperation developed also
with security units in Cuba. An agreement
on cooperation was concluded by the
Czechoslovak and Cuban Ministers of
Interior, Jaromir Obzina and Sergio Dell
Valle Jimenez, on November 21, 1976 in
Havana for an indefinite period of time.
Both socialist countries confirmed their
cooperation by signing a new agreement in
Havana ten years later. The last agreement
among those signed with the ‘main

partners’ was the one concluded with the
Ministry of State Security of East Germany,
which was signed on behalf of the German
party by the Minister Erich Mielke on March
9, 1977 in Prague. Signing these agreements
did not mean any beginning of cooperation.
The secret services of the socialist countries
had been in contact since the end of the
40s, although closer cooperation started

to develop only when the Federal Republic
of Germany began to prepare for its
membership in NATO in the middle of the
50s. Except for the ‘rezidenturas’ of the
Czechoslovak Foreign intelligence service,
which were developed at the embassies
and consulates in the countries outside

of the Soviet block, the Federal Ministry

of the Interior started to establish its
representation also in socialist and allied
countries. Such bases were gradually
established in Hungary, Poland, GDR, the
Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Cuba, Mongolia,
Vietnam, Libya, Afghanistan, Nicaragua,
Iraq and Ethiopia. A representative of the
Federal Ministry of the Interior was the head
of rezidentura. The biggest rezidentura was
in the Soviet Union. Meetings of central
operational directorates and regional

ZNB directorates of neighbouring socialist
countries were organised on a regular basis.
Their cooperation was formally confirmed
by the Protocols on Cooperation. Members
of the units that worked on the same

issues were in permanent contact. In their
meetings they discussed the procedures to
be used for working on cases which had an
impact on more countries. The cooperation
culminated in establishing the System of
Unified Registry of Information on the
Enemies, developed by State Security units
in socialist countries since 1977, to gather
and exchange information about hostile
activities of persons and organisations.

In 1989 the second phase of the project

was under preparation: the registry of
hostile objects.
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Structure of the State
Security Central
Administration of the
Slovak Socialist Republic
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

1969 - 1989
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Cooperation agreements and visits paid by the Eastern bloc secret service members
were an important element in their work. Photo from signing the Agreement between
the Czechoslovak and the Soviet Secret Services, and the visits of the Soviet Secret
service members to Czechoslovakia

Source: ABS



NAVSTEVA SOVETSKE DELEGACE NA 37.odboru I,S SNB
DNE 7.10.1985.

UZastnici jedndn{i: kpt.Karel F a

lkman
plk. M. Podvigin
r
r

plk. J.I. A Db
mjr.0ldfich D

adkin
t4dn s



The Era of Normalis

the need to adopt one of the submitted proposals by the slowness and heavy-
handedness of the management due to three relatively independent counter-
intelligence units, by the weakened action readiness and low work effectiveness,
complex arrangement of the relations between the federal and national counter-
intelligence services, and by exemplary integrated efforts of hostile counter-
intelligence services operating against the Czechoslovak Sacialist Republic and
other socialist countries.

The discussion about increasing the influence and scope of powers of the
Ministry of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in managing and
performing the activities of National Security Corps was led by Radek Kaska,
the new Federal Minister of the Interior. This graduate of J. V. Stalins Steel
Institute in Moscow acceded to the office on January 28, 1970. The Presidium
of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party approved the
gradual centralisation of security units in the middle of 1970. The Minister of
the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic took over the management
of all State Security units, with the exception of StB investigation units and units
issuing travel documents for abroad. At the beginning of November 1970 the
Central State Security Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech
Socialist Republic was dissolved. The process of centralising the security units
was terminated at the end of 1970. The acts adopted on December 20 made it
definitely possible to shift all decisive powers to federal bodies. The Constitutional
Act no. 125/1970 Coll. amended and supplemented the Constitutional Act on
the Czechoslovak Federation. The Act no. 128/1970 Coll. revoked the Act no.
166/1968 Coll. and from January 1, 1971 included State Security’s management
and supervision into the powers of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, including
the StB investigation units, and management of the activities of all ZNB units in
time of the extraordinary threat to public peace and order. It was finally the Act
no. 133/1970 Coll. that regulated the scope of activities sand powers of federal
ministries, including the Ministry of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic.

Changes in the organisation and the management of the Federal Ministry
of the Interior units indicated also changes to be implemented in the highest
management of the Ministry. At the beginning of December 1970 the Minister
of the Interior Kaska asked to increase the number of deputy ministers from two
to five. He claimed the reason was “related to the finalisation of the political and
working consolidation, the need to improve the management from all points of
view (including systematic controls and inspections) and to revise the concept of
state security issues”. The Presidium of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak
Communist Party approved deputy ministers at its meeting in November, namely
Jaroslav Vosecky, the Head of Intelligence Service Technology Directorate,
Jaroslav Silhavy, the Head of the Internal and Organisational Directorate, and
Jozef Turosik, the 1* Deputy Head of the General Staff of the Czechoslovak
People’s Army. The distribution of these positions from the point of view of
nationality reflected the proportions of the two nations in the country: i.e. four
Czechs and two Slovaks. But in the middle of February 1971 the government of



Jaromir Obzina, the Federal
Minister of the Interior with
Jan Hanuliak and Jan Kovac,
in Bratislava. On the left:
driver, Hanuliak,

Obzina and Kovac

Source: V. Hanuliak Archive

the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic revoked the appointment of Jozef Turosik,
and Jan Hanuliak, the Head of Surveillance Directorate was appointed to that
vacant post of the Czechoslovak Deputy Minister of the Interior.

At the beginning of 1971 the name of State Security Headquarters in
Slovakia was changed to the Central State Security Directorate of the Slovak
Socialist Republic and its management was taken over by Miloslav Kosnar, the
Deputy Minister of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic for State
Security, and later by Jan Hanuliak. Colonel Ivan Fiodorovich Skripoyv, the Soviet
advisor, was allocated to the Directorate, which was officially legalised at the
Soviet Consulate in Bratislava. The complex organisational structure was reduced
from seven operational units to four. The Unit against Hostile Intelligence
Services was led by Bohu$ Vavro, the former Head of Regional Directorate of
the Ministry of the Interior in Zilina and Banska Bystrica (I** Unit); the Unit of
Internal Intelligence was led by Michal Fodran (II"¢ Unit), the Unit of Counter-
Intelligence Protection of Economy and State Secret by Jozef Belan (IlI Unit),
and the Unit Focused on Visa Foreigners, Emigrants, Home-comers, Travels to
so-called Capitalistic Abroad was led by Peter Sijka (IV*" Unit). All other state
security units of the Slovak Ministry of the Interior became integral parts of State
Security central units, with the exception of the Security Unit of State Security,
which was dissolved.

The Federal Minister of the Interior Radko Kaska died in an air accident not
far from the Polish town Stettin at the end of February 1973. The Ministry was
temporarily headed by Jan Hanuliak, the 1** Deputy Minister, and on March 30,
1973 Jaromir Obzina, Deputy Head of the Department of Education, Research
and Culture at the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party
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The implementation of normalisation
brought a massive purge within the
Czechoslovak Communist Party and so
many Communists who were engaged
in the reform process in 1968 lost
their membership in the Party. For
many of them it was accompanied
with the loss of their jobs, and those
were most active were considered to
be enemies of a regime which they
had helped to build up. As so-called
right-wing opportunists, they were
pushed to the edge of society. The
most well-known case in Slovakia

was the former 1% Secretary of the
Czechoslovak Communist Party,
Alexander Dubcek. State Security

patd attention to him, under the
orders of the Central Committee of
the Czechoslovak Communist Party,
when he was the Czechoslovak
Ambassador to Turkey. After Dubcek
arrived home, he was permanently
monitored and operationally worked
on. His case was given priority. There
were actions under various code
names against him: from 1972 it was
BREZA (in English BIRCH), from 1975
KATALYZATOR (in English CATALYZER),
from 1977 MODERATOR (in English

MODERATOR) and from 1979 ESER.

His family was also observed. At the
beginning of the 70s the information
on the activities of Alexander Dubcek
was placed in the introductory part of
the reports dedicated to the activities
of the right-wing in Slovakia, that were
submitted to the Federal Minister of
the Interior. A special group, later a
department, was created organising
and performing counter-intelligence
activities related to the issue ‘Dubcek’.
The aim was to isolate him from the
opposition environment and to hinder
his engagement in any opposition
activities. When State Security observed
attempts for such contacts, it took
so-called preventive measures and
invited Dubcek for an interview. The
permanent interest of State Security
resulted in Dubcek's passivity, reduction
of interviews, meeting, and refusing
proposals to cooperate. Influencing
Alexander Dubcek’s decisions and
actions was another area of the
activities performed by State Security
with the help of so-called influential
agencies. The State Security also tried to
curb Dubcek’s ‘undesired’ activities by
increasing his workload.

became the Minister of the Interior of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. He
helped finish the years-long discussion about the final form of the Czechoslovak
counter-intelligence units. He completed the system of education and training
within the sector of the interior (the Higher School of the National Security Corps,
VS ZNB was established), and the lowest units of the security units’ management,
i.e. District National Security Corps Directorates were established.

The reorganisation of the counter-intelligence service was prepared from
the beginning of the 70s. The II"d Directorate of the Federal Ministry of the
Interior worked in a structure allowing for the exclusion of the issues related to
the internal enemy and protection of the socialistic economy, and to establish a
separate unit. That procedure was approved by KGB representatives at a bilateral
meeting in 1972. This is how the top leaders of the regime wanted to direct State
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Security and focus its activities on a rigid repression of the opposition and on
victimising its own citizens. These efforts achieved a concrete form two years later.
In July 1974 the Central Counter-intelligence Directorate in Prague was dissolved
and the counter-intelligence activities were divided among three individual
units with their seats in Prague: the Counter-intelligence Directorate for the
Fight against the External Enemy (II"® Directorate of the Federal Ministry of the
Interior); the Counter-intelligence Directorate for the Fight against the Internal
Enemy (X™ Directorate of the Federal Ministry of the Interior); and the Counter-
intelligence Directorate for the Protection of the Economy (XI* Directorate of
the Federal Ministry of the Interior). In that way the Czechoslovak Ministry of the
Interior returned to the counter-intelligence structure of the years 1954 — 1964.
The Central State Security Directorate of the Slovak Socialist Republic in Bratislava
was substituted at the same time by the Counter-intelligence Directorate in
Bratislava with a undercover name of the XII'" Directorate of the Federal Ministry
of the Interior. It was responsible for counter-intelligence activities in selected
fields of interest of a federal nature, or of national nature, in the territory of
Slovakia. Minister Obzina justified the reorganisation by the need to intensify
counter-intelligence work, to adopt it to contemporary forms and the methods
of hostile activists, and to improve the quality of centralised management.

Organisational Structure of the XlIIth Directorate of the National Security Corps
in Years 1981 - 1988

Head of the XII*" Directorate

Slovak Communist Party
board in XII*" Department

1+ Deputy of Head Deputy of Head of
of the Directorate the Directorate
— Internal Affairs Unit T 5
e Analytical information T
11" Unit I and statistical-registration 11" Unit
Cadre and DiVisioh
Education Division IVth Unit
— S 1
— Inspection of the Head =
: - — V™ Unit
| Security preparation
and Safeguarding — IVth Unit

The Counter-Intelligence Directorate in Bratislava was divided into
functional and executive units. The functional units took care of the operation of
the Directorate and its communication with other units of the Federal Ministry of
the Interior and the National Security Corps. They included: the Unit of internal
affairs, the Head's inspection unit, the Human resources group, the Analytical-
information and statistical-registration department, and after February 14, 1978,
the Defence group. The operational activities and activities of agents” networks



The directive on recording
the so called "enemy
individuals” from 1978
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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Smérnice
pro evidenci osob ohroZujicich vnitfni pofddek a bezpenost stilu

Zikladni ustanovenl
Cl. 1

Ucelem tdchto smérnic je stanovit jednotny
postup dGtvardl Statnl a Velejné bezpecnosti pFl
evidencl osob, které sv§m jedndnim nebo poli-
tickymi postojl ohrozily, ohroZujf nebo by moh-
ly ohrozit vnitfnf pofddek a bezpednost stétu
(déle jen ,evidované osoby"].

Cl 2

Evidované osoby mohou byt zafazeny do
evidence pPl disledném respektovdni tfidnich
hledisek a jen na zdklad2 konkrétnich a ob-
Jektivnich poznatkd svédéicich nebo signalizu-
jicich jejich Einnost, jedndn{ € postoje smé-
fujici k ohroZeni vnitintho porddku a bezpeé-
nosti statu.

CL 3

Kontrolu nad evidovanymi csobami a sou-
stavné sledovdni jejich Cinnostl, politickych
postojll, stykd a pobytu provdd&jl prisiuiné
dtvary Statnf a Vele|né bezpednosti podla sta-
novené pdsobnosti.

CL 4

{}) Evidencl a pisemnostl s nl spojené ve-
dou v rdmncl okresu odd@leni Statn! bezpetnos-
tl okresnich sprdv Sboru ndrodni bezpeCnosti,
popiipad# pifsluiny odbor sprdvy Statnf bez-
pednostl podle mista trvalého pobytu evidova-
né osoby.

(2] JestliZe evidovand osoba pracuje v mis-
t8, kde md pouze prechodn¢ pobyt, miZe byt
vijimednd zafazena v evidencl v mistd ple-
chodného pobytu.

CL 5

(') Evidence v rdmcl kraje se vede u sta-
tisticko-evidenéniho oddélenl sprdavy Statni
hezpelnosti.

(2) Ustfednl evidencli vSech evidovanych
osob v Ceskoslovenské socialistické republice
vede statisticko-evidenénl odbor federdlniho

ministerstva vnitra, ktery poskytuje Gdaje pro
potieby analytické a fidicl préce.

CL 6
Osoby podléhajici evidenci

Evidenci podle t&chto smérnic podiéhaji ze-
jména:

a/ predstavitelé a aktivni &initelé pravicovéha
oportunismu, slonismu, trockismu, naciona-
lismu, ‘maoismu, mluv&l a organizdtofl tav.
»nelegéinl kultury®, signatdfi tzv. ,Charty
77 a ostatnich nepltelskych opozi&nfich
seskupenf, spolupracovnicl a Informértofi
zahrani&nich deologickych center.a ostatnf
osoby udrujicl aktival styky s jingml ne-
pratelskfmi emigrantskymi seskupenimi:

b/ predstavitelé antisoclalistickych sil, zejmé-
na z Fad byvalych funkCiondtd kontrarevo-
luénich organizaci Klub-231, Klub anga2o-
vanych nestranikd, Spoletnostl pro lldska
préva, byvalych pravicovych socldlnich de-
mokratd, aktlvni funkclondfi by¢valych re-
akénich a faSistickfch politickych stran a

jejich organizacl, odhalenf agenti cizich

zpravodajskych sluZeb;
c/ predstavitelé byvalych vykolisfovatelskych
t &r-

trid a Kapital
skéhio_apardtu, osoby, které v minulosti

spiichal vainé tréstngé cin podle hlavy
prvnil zv1d5inl ¢astl trestniho fﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂ.‘rna-
vFatilel projevuficl Aepratelstv] viieT stdtu;

d/ autofi, rozmnoZovatelé a roziifovatelé zd-
vaZfiigch protiSocialistickych a protizdkon-
nych pamfletd a tiskovin;

e/ organizdtofi a aktivni ufastnicl protisocia-
listickych a protisov8ts akeT, demon-
stracl a jinych hebezpeénych protispoleten-
skych vystoupeni a aktivni dCastnici fyzic-
kého a psychického terfdit;

I/ predstavitelé byvalych protisocialistickych
studentskych a middeZnickych organizaci
[ARS,” Svaz ~vysokoSkolského studentstva,
Jundk atd.), organizdtoil zdvadovych sesku-
peni z Fad narusené mlddeZe a ostatnl oso-
by, které uplatiiovaly protisocialisticky
vllv v procesu vychovy mlidele;

g/ reakénl predstavitelé cirkevni_hierarchie,
kléru, tajni biskupl a knézi, predstavitelé
Tednotlivyeli T4dW, sekt a vedoucl ideclogo-

vé laického apostoldtu.



Kategorie nebezpeénosti evidovanych osob
CL 7

(1) Prisludny dtvar pH evidencl osob di-
kladné vyhodnoti poznatky ke kaldé osobé po-
dle stanovenych hledisek a rozhodne o zafaze-
ni do odpovidajici kategorie nebezpeénostl.

(3] Do 1. kategorie nebezpelnosti se zafa-
zuji zvl&3C hebezpedn! aktivni organizdtofi a
pachatelé nepfatelské Cinnostl proti stdtu z Fad
hlavnich Ciniteld a pFedstaviteld pravice a an-
tisoclalistickych sil a odhalenych agentd ci-
zich zpravodajskych sluZeb.

[*] Do_ll_kategorie nebezpenostl se zafa-
zuji nebezpecné protisocialisticky zaméfend
osohf,m’%_ﬁdm](' styky s daldiml reak&nimi
silaml doma | v zahrani¢i, plsobl nepratelsky

ve svém okoll a pfi mimofddnych uddlostech
s@ zapojujl do aktivni &lnnostl proti stdtu,

() tegorie nebezpelfnosti se zafa-
zujf protisoclalisticky zamifend osoby, které
zaujimajl v visko a v dob& mimo-
Fadnych uildlosti se mohou zapojit do aktivni
finnostl proti statu.

(%) Do IV. kategorie nebezpecnostl se zata-
zu|l ostalfil protisocialisticky zaméiené osoby,
které svym charakterem nespliu)i podminky
pro 'zarazeni do nékteré z predchozich kate-
goril.

CL 8

(*) Evidované osoby zafazené do I._a II
kategorie nebezpefnostl musf byt soudasné
rozpracovdviny v piisludnych svazcich kontra-
rozvédného roapracouaal e

F] U okresnich sprdv Sboru ndrodnf bez-
pecnostl, kde nenl oddélenl Statni bezpelnostl,
provadi rozpracovani evidovanych osob zafa-
zenych do I. a II. kategorie nebezpe&nostl pii-
sludny odbor sprdvy Stdtnl bezpetnosti.

(%) Kontrolu evidovangch osob zafazenych
do I1L. a TV, kategorie nebezpecnosti provadsji
p?[slugnlcl Vefejné bezpednostl_podle pokyni

P (1) cel'nhi&—kresnf—s_ﬁrﬂw Shoru nd-
rodn bezpadnostl pro Vefejnou bezpetnost vy-
ddvanych v soutinnosti se zdstupcem nadcelni-
ka této sprévy pro Statnl bezpeénost.

(*) NaZelnik okresnl sprdvy Sboru ndrodni
bezpelnostl je soutasn® informovidn o osobdch
evidovanych v L. a 1L kategoril nebezpe&nosti
s cilem zajisfovat aktivni pomoc piislusnikd
Velejné bezpecnosti pil kontrole a rozpracova-
ni téchto osob.

4

CL 9

Zatazenl gsob do I. aZ IV_kalegorie nebez-
pecnostl navrhuje na zdklad® pisemnych pod-
kladd nédcelnik oddélenl Statn! bezpefnostl na
spravé Statnl bezpelnosti, doporutuje ndfelnlk

odboru na této sprivé a aqnvalu!e nécelnlk
piisluiné sprdvy Stdtni bezpeZnosti,

CL. 10

Oblasti piisobnosti evidovangch osob

(') KaZd4 evidovand osoba musf byt v evi-
dencl zarazena do nékteré ze stanovenych ob-
last! pidsobnosti,

%) Oblastmi_pisobnostt_evidovangch osob
sou:

" a/ ideovd a kulturnf;

. b/ sd&lovaci prostfedky [zejména tisk, roz-

hlas, televize);

L ¢/ Skolstvl;

1 df cirkev;

' e/ primysl;

{/ vdda a vyzkum;

|\ 8/ zdravotnictvi;

{ h/ sluzby a obchod;
ﬁh)‘ doprava;

'/ zem&d&lstvi;

el ostatni.

Postup pFi evidenci osob
L 11

Evidence osob se provddi na zdkladd dvoj-
mo poffzendho ndvrhu, ktery obsahuje rozho-
dujicl ddaje o evidovanych osobédch: jméno, da-
tum narozen!, ndrodnost, stdtni pPisludnost,
misto trvalého | pfechodného pobytu, povoléni,
soufasné zaméstndn!, strufnou politickou cha-
rakteristiku, oddvodné&nl pro zafazenl do evl-
dence, oblast pisobnostl a pPisluSnou katego-
ril nebezpecnostl, v niZ2 md byt osoba evidovi-
na, vysledek lustrace v dstfedn! evidencl u sta-
tisticko-evidentniho odboru federdiniho minis-
terstva vnitra a v evidenci federdini kriminal-
n{ dstfedny federdin{ spridvy Vefejné bezpef-
nostl.

Cl. 12

Po schvilenl ndvchu (&l 11) provede pii-
slusnik Statni bezpecnostl, ktery osobu evidu-
Je, tato opatient:
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In the 80s, the attitudes of the
inhabitants towards the regime
gradually changed. People started

to be more courageous, and so the
numbers of church-goers participating
in pilgrimages all over Slovakia
increased. Since 1984, one may

speak about massive character of
those events. In 1984 there was a
pilgrimage to the Mountain of the Holy
Mary in Levoca which approximately
150, 000 people participated, and in
September about 50, 000 people from
whole Slovakia came to Sastin. In July
1985, about 200, 000 people came

on the pilgrimage to Velehrad and
manifested their discontent with the
state policy against the church. This
would definitely not escape the notice
of State Security, which started to take
actions to decrease the number of
pilgrimage participants, or at least to
hinder an open confrontation with the
regime. Attention was concentrated on
preventive activity and interviews with

well-known activists and priests

in dioceses. Measures taken before
the pilgrimages included efforts

to identify plans to organise massive
participation of worshippers.

The officers of State Security then
implemented measures in factories
and companies so that the buses could
not be used at a time when there was
a pilgrimage. Photocopy machines
were also checked to prevent the
printing of flyers and promotional
materials. Officers of and secret
collaborators with State Security were
directed to make photo-documents
at pilgrimages, on the basis of which
individual participants were identified.
In a similar way, the registration
plates of cars and buses bringing
people to the pilgrimage were
identified. The owners were then
invited for an interview. There were
special activities that were intended
to stop the pilgrims signing any
declarations or similar documents.

were performed by the Unit for the Fight against the External Enemy (I Unit),
the Unit for the Fight against the Internal Enemy (II"d Unit), and the Unit for the
Protection of the Economy (III*® Unit). Among the executive units there were the
Unit of Surveillance and the Unit of Intelligence Service Technology (IV*" and VIt
Units).

The Unit for the Fight against the External Enemy concentrated on the
activities of hostile foreign intelligence services, their workers and the networks
of agents in places of its interest, on monitoring the diplomats from the so-called
capitalistic countries and visa foreigners, on taking measures against emigrants
and home-comers, as well as the ‘protection’ of persons who travelled to so-
called capitalistic countries (preparing and instructing the travellers to possible
contacts with a foreign intelligence service, non-disclosure of state secrets
and other important information, and the follow-up informing State Security
members about the business trip and about all extraordinary events immediately
after coming back). The unit worked on the objects of the Directorate of Services
Provided to the Diplomatic Corps, the UN Research Computer Centre, the UN
Centre for Environment Protection Research, the Press and Information Centre
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PLAN PRACE

v akeii " ESER " na rok 1982

Realizdciou opatreni prijatych v roénom Pldne prdce na rok
1981 a Ndvrhu projektu celostdtnej preventivno-bezpe&nostnej
akcie "IZOLACIA", v podmienkach pripadu "ESER" bolo dosiahnu-
té :

1/ Prehlbenie poznania zdmerov a cielov objekta pre budidce
obdobie, najmi v sdvislosti s jeho odchodom na dochedcok,
jeho stanoviskd k réznym vndtropolitickym a zahraniéno-poli-
tickym udalostiam,

2/ zamedzenie aktivneho vystidpenia objekta v prospech antisocia-
listickych sfl naimi v sdvislosti s politickymi udalostami
ako bol zjazd KSS, XVI. zjazd KSC a volby do zastupitelskych
orgdnov,

3/ udrZanie objekta v politickej izoldcii od exponentov pravice
v CSR a vplyvov opozi&nych sil v PLR.

Zhodnotenim dosiahnutych vysledkov v agentirno-operativnej
&innosti moZno konitatovat, Ze zdmer a ciele v uplynulom obdobi

Work planned against
Alexander Dubcek
Source: Nation’s Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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The operation called KLIN (in English A similarly important objective was
WEDGE) was a significant operation to stop newly established anti-regime
by State Security against anti-regime  groups taking on a political

activists. Its aim was to isolate political character. The leadership of the

confrontation streams in opposition Czechoslovak Communist Party
groups and to eliminate them. could in this way preserve its role in
It represented a reaction by State solving social and political problems.
Security against the process of The measures focused on the
unification of the opposition that liquidation of Charter 77 activities
accelerated since 1986. The main were the core of that action. It was
objective of the operation was to this country-wide operation that

isolate and fragmentise the opposition  represented one of the new forms
into smaller groups, and break it into  of work of State Security in striving
groups fighting among themselves. to silence the anti-regime activities.

of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Slovak abbreviation TIS FMZV), and
embassies and consulates of the so-called capitalistic countries, China and
Yugoslavia.

The Unit for the Fight against the Internal Enemy worked mainly on
issues against so-called ‘right-wing opportunists’, people dismissed from the
Czechoslovak Communist Party and released from their original jobs, and it
performed agency and operational activities in the fields of research, culture,
mass media, youth, education, top social organisations and revivalist political
parties gathered in the National Front, and issues of Zionism and Slovak
separatism. In June 1977, a separate operational group was transformed into a
special department which worked, using agency and operational methods, on
the main representative of 'right-wing opportunist powers' in Slovakia, Alexander
Dubcek.

The Unit for the Protection of the Economy carried out counterintelligence
activities on selected aspects of the Czechoslovak economy in Bratislava, with
the aim to actively discover economic diversionism, sabotage, espionage,

Comparison of number of operational units of the Czechoslovak
counter-intelligence service members before and after the reorganisation in 1988

Field of interest Before the reorganisation ~ After the reorganisation
External enemy 189 151
Internal intelligence service 159 183
Protection of the economy 204 182

Total 552 516



State Security initiated court trials
followed by imprisonments mostly

in case related to the activists and
members of the Catholic Church, or
activists of Charter 77. Legal steps were
taken against many priests, but also
against actively engaged church-goers.
In most cases they got unconditional
sentences, Le. the sentences that could
not be suspended. Those persons

were arrested in Puchov or llava. The
activists were accused by the regime
of obstructing surveillance over
churches, but in fact they were judged
for their active work in the structures
of the Hidden Church, participating

The activities of the Hidden Church
played the most important role in

the dissent in Slovakia at the end

of the 70s. State Security could not
monitor these activities and the
Hidden Church’s activities were

not under its control. At the end of
the 70s State Security decided to
launch the operation KANAL (in
English CHANNEL), the aim of which
was to identify persons working as
couriers bringing Catholic literature
into Czechoslovakia and conveying
information on the church policy of the
Communist regime out of the country.
Hundreds of laymen and priests

were checked within the operation
CHANNEL, until State Security came
to the conclusion that the person they
most wanted to find was Ing. Premysl
Coufal, the former secret theology
student and former agent of State
Security. The agent called PROLOG
(in English PROLOGUE) infiltrated
emigrant organisations and played
the key role in his disclosure. Members
of State Security visited Coufal in

in spiritual exercises or importing
religious literature from abroad. The
civic activists were mostly accused

of subversive activities against the
Republic and anti-state activities, which
in fact meant writing articles on the
real situation in Czechoslovakia and
making open criticisms of it. The most
striking consequence of the penetrative
operations of State Security against

the Church was a set of mysterious
and until today unexplained deaths

of Christian activists; both priests and
laymen. These included Milan Gono
(1979), Premysl Coufal (1981), Pavel
Svanda (1981) and Stefan Poldk (1987).

December 1980 and proposed

to him to renew the collaboration,
with the aim of control the contacts
of the Hidden Church with people

in other countries. In spite of the
pressure in form of the offer to
collaborate with State Security,

Coufal refused. State Security started
to shadow, intimidate and squeeze
him. During the following meetings
with State Security members, Coufal
started to confess his activities

in the Hidden Church, being placed
under psychological pressure

(He was permanently monitored,

his flat was visited during his absence).
In the night of February 24 to 25, 1981,
Premysl Coufal died in his flat.

The case was immediately taken

over by State Security, but the
investigation did not bring any results.
According to the official version,
Premysl Coufal committed suicide.
But the case has not been explained
satisfactorily until today and there is
a strong suspicion that State Security
was involved in Coufal’s violent death.
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The world map showing
the activities of the
Czechoslovak Secret
Service in 1989. Active
operational activities
carried out in the
countries red ; radio
connection or connection
with cryptographers
established in the
countries highlighted
in blue

Source: UPN
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wrecking activities and similar activities performed by capitalistic foreign
intelligence services, monapolies, capitalistic economic groups, right-wing and
other anti-socialist powers. The unit performed counter-intelligence protection
of integration relations in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic within the Council
for Mutual Economic Assistance. It was also responsible for counter-intelligence
measures related to international fairs in Czechoslovakia and abroad, as
well as to scientific symposiums and conferences, and counter-intelligence
protection in selected aspects of national significance such as the leakage of
the state, economic secret, and confidential information from official sources.
The Surveillance unit organised and performed the monitoring of hostile secret
services and persons suspected of hostile activities against Czechoslovakia
and other socialist countries, for the needs of own executive units, but also
for State Security Directorate of the Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava,
District unit of State Security, Military Counter-intelligence unit with the East
Military District Trendin, and from 1977 also for District ZNB Directorates. The
Unit of Intelligence Service Technology carried out intelligence-technological
operations and measures, examining the handwriting and linguistic elements
of anti-state documents for operational and judicial needs within the Slovak
Socialist Republic (in the case of documents written in the Slovak language
applying to the whole of Czechoslovakia), dactyloscopic, chemical and biological
expertise to be used by the State Security directorates in Slovakia, and it also
maintained a nation-wide registry of Tactical Records of Scriptures and Tactical
Records of the Slovak Language. It fulfilled tasks for its own executive units, but
also for State Security Directorate of the Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava,
the District Unit of State Security, the Military Counter-intelligence Unit with the
East Military District Trencin, and the units of the People’s Police in Bratislava
and in the West Slovakia region. At the beginning of 1981, a Unit for Checking
the Correspondence and of Expertise (V" unit) was set apart from two divisions
within the unit. This new unit carried out technical tasks and measures related to
inspecting the written contacts, provided for handwriting and linguistic expertises
of anti-state documents for operational and judiciary needs within the Slovak
Socialist Republic (in case of documents written in Slovak language for the whole
Czechoslovakia), and provided dactyloscopic, chemical and biological expertise
for the State Security units in Slovakia. It also took over the nation-wide registry

Head of the Central State Security Directorate in the Slovak Socialist Republic and
the Counter-intelligence Directorate in Bratislava in the years of 1969 - 1989

Central State Security ~ January 1,1969 - January 1, 1969 Jan Pobeha

Directorate in the SSR February 1, 1969 - June 30, 1974 Ondrej Dovina
June 1, 1974 - May 31, 1979 Jan Kovac

XII"' ZNB Directorate June 1, 1979 - July 31, 1986 Jozef Vavro

August 1, 1986 - February 9, 1990 Stefan Homola



Executive units of the II¢
ZNB Directorate

[ Unit

I Unit

III'd Unit

IV®" Unit

Vi Unit

VI¥ Unit

VII* Unit

VI Unit

DX Unit

X Unit

XI* Unit

XII* Unit

The activities of operational units of the Central Counter-intelligence Service
Directorate focused on following scopes of interest

The activities focused on:

Counter-intelligence surveillance of special US services, operational control
of embassies and consulates of Latin American countries

Counter-intelligence surveillance of the special services of the Federal Republic
of Germany, operational control of Austrian embassy and consulate

Counter-intelligence surveillance of special services of the Great Britain, France and
other NATO countries and counter-intelligence protection of the Federal Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

Operational control of embassies and consulates of Afro-Asian countries, counter-
intelligence dedicated to international terrorism, human smuggling organisations and
Soviet troops protection

Counter-intelligence protection of pre-production area, industry and agriculture

Counter-intelligence protection of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Trade,
local companies engaged in the foreign trade, foreign companies and monopoles

Counter-intelligence protection of the transport and communications, fuels
and energy basis (including nuclear power plants)

Protection of the state and economic and operational secret

Counter-intelligence surveillance of the churches and religious associations,
and counter-intelligence of illegal sects

Counter-intelligence surveillance of hostile groups

Counter-intelligence protection of the youth, science and research, culture
and education

Counter-intelligence surveillance of ideologically diversionary centres and emigration
groups and associations

of the tactical records of Scriptures and also the tactical records of the Slovak
Language. It was responsible for the legalisation of ‘defective’ documents in mail
communication, made cover certificates and provided for legalisation stamps to
be used by the counter-intelligence units of State Security and operational units
of the People’s Police in Slovakia.

At the end of the 70s and the beginning of the 80s, new units were added
to the Central State Security structure. At the end of 1979, the Unit of Statistics
and Registries was dissolved and on January 1, 1980 it was substituted by State
Security Computer and Information Centre, with the cover name of the XIII'*h
ZNB Directorate. This was justified by "the aim to develop a homogeneously
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SLUZOBNA PRISAHA

PRISLUSNIKA ZBORU NARODNEJ BEZPECNOSTI

(podfa ustanovenia § 5 ods. 3 adkona 8. 100/1970 Zb., o shiobnom pomers
taksinlkov Zbory ndrodne) b A

Ja, prisiuinik Zboru ndrodnej bezpecnostl, sldvnostne prisohdm vemnosf svoje] socialis
ticke] viasti - Ceskoslovenske] socialistickej republike, robotnicke] triede o vietkému pracu-
jocemu fudu vedenému Komunistickou stranou Ceskoslovenska.

Sfubujem, e budem Zestnym, udatnfm a disciplinovonym prislulinikom Zboru ndrodnej
berpefnosti, fe budem neochvejne chrdnif socialistické spoloenské a 3tdtne zriodenle, z6-
konné préva obSanov a versjny poriodok.

Budem zdokonalovotf svoju politickG pripravenost na zdklade marxismu-leninismu, Groven
svojho vieobecného of odbomého vzdelania a dbaf na svoju bezihonnost. Prisne budem ochra-
foval Stétne o slufobné tojomstvo.

Budem vidy rozhodne bojoval proti nepriotefom svojej socialisticke] viasti, nepriatefom
Zvbzu sovietskych sociolistickjch republik a ostatnfch spojeneckich soclalistickfch krajin. Bu-
dem ochrafiovat priatelstvo o upevioval spoluprdcu s fudom Zvdzu sovietskych sociallstickfch
republik o ostotnfch spojeneckych soclalistickfch krajin o bojovy zvizok s Ich ozbrojenjmi
bezpetnostngmi zbormi.

VyncloZim vietky svoje sily a schopnosti o som pripraveny nasadit i Zivot v bojl za
zéujmy Ceskoslovenskej socialisticke] republiky a pri plneni joj Internaciondinych zdvdzkav,
v bojl za vitazstvo mieru a komunizmu.

TAK PRISAHAMI

Banskej Bystrici “ 1,10,1981 .

ke

ppor. HyZa Jén

Potvrdeujem, e tlo prischa bola vykonond v moje| pritomnostl,

L. 3 l#//l;' .
Oath of the State Security Lol o e
members in the 1980s
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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Bratislava Five (in Slovak:
Bratislavska piit'ka) — The last
attempt of the Communist regime

in Slovakia to terrify and discourage
anti-regime activists was arresting the
members of the so-called Bratislava
Five in August 1989. The Bratislava
Five included: Jan Carnogursky,
leading Catholic activist and lawyer;
Miroslav Kusy, the former member

of the Czechoslovak Communist
Party, signatory and spokesman of
Charter 77; Hana Ponickd, dissident
and writer, Anton Selecky, a Catholic
publicist and an engaged layman; and
Vladimir Manak, a former member of
the Czechoslovak Communist Party.
On August 21, 1989 they wanted to
bring flowers and wreaths to those
places where soldiers of the Warsaw
Pact troops shot down demonstrating
citizens in August 1968. Apart for this
they took an active part in the anti-

If the monitoring of selected

persons brought about ‘suspicious’
circumstances, the State Security
members reacted by conducting home
searches, during which 'harmful’ and
‘anti-state’ materials were confiscated.
State Security members breaking into
houses or flats for a razzia considered
all literature brought from the West,
books written by exiles, religious
publications or manuscript works by
proscribed authors to be ‘harmful’. Just
to have them in libraries at home was
enough to have a problem.

regime operation in the community

of Predmier, where there was the only
statue of Milan R. Stefdnik.

On July 21, 1989, in front of that
statue, a public meeting was organised
requesting free elections and _
respecting the personality of Stefdnik.
The above mentioned five persons were
arrested by State Security on August
14, 1989. They were accused of the
criminal act of encouraging revolt.
Both Jan Carnogursky and Miroslav
Kusy were arrested at the time of
investigation, and Carnogursky was
kept there until the Velvet Revolution.
On the one hand, taking criminal
proceedings against the Bratislava Five
made it possible for the opposition
streams in Slovakia to unite, and on the
other hand, it became clear that the
regime; although using slogans about
perestrotka; would not hesitate to use
state power to terrify its opponents.

We may give an example of an
operation against the historian
Jozef Jablonicky; as well as ‘harmful
materials’ his own unfinished works
were confiscated during the house
search. State Security was able to
fabricate the existence of 'anti-state
materials’ during the house search.
Even headache pills could be said
to be explosive planned to be used
to meet terrorist aims, if there was
any suspicion of anti-state activities
and the investigators needed to
manufacture an accusation
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organised, uniform and systematic procedure in the implementation and use
of the computer technology within the sub-system of State Security, as well
as in strengthening the central organising work”. After the Federal Ministry
of the Interior was reorganised as of March 1, 1982, that centre was included
in the Secretariat of the Federal Ministry of the Interior. At the beginning of
August 1986 it was substituted by the units of integrated information system
(IIS) projection of State Security and People’s Police, and the IIS departments
and groups of financial management, social information, communications,
construction production and air operation. The projection units were intended
to coordinate and provide for developing integrated information systems, to
make assessments of automated and non-automated databases in accordance
with the requirements of the users and to propose corresponding measures.

A year later, on January 1, 1981 a Counter-intelligence Directorate for the
Fight against Extraordinary and Special Forms of Criminal Activities (14 ZNB
Directorate) was established inrelation to the growing activities of terrorist groups.
Within that Directorate there was a specialised Unit of Special Designation (from
1982 it was called a Special Designation Force). The Directorate was dissolved
at the end of 1985. The operational work concerning terrorism was taken over
by the II"d ZNB Directorate; the renamed Special Designation Unit was included
in the Ministry of the Interior Troops Directorate as a special unit of National
Security Corps.

In May 1988 the Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic
adopted Resolution no. 130 on the principles and the procedure of reducing
staff in central bodies. It was decided to reduce the staff at ministries by 30% and
to reduce the number of Deputy Ministers. The last reorganisation of the Federal
Ministry of the Interior was launched as a result of to that resolution. It began
with the reduction of deputy ministers from five to three. All deputy ministers,
with the exception of Alojz Lorenc, the 1% Deputy Minister, were withdrawn from
their offices. At the beginning of June two former Regional Heads of National
Security Corps in Ostrava and in Brno were appointed to those vacant positions
of deputy ministers; FrantiSek Kincl (from June 1) and Stanislav Nezval (from
June 10). According to the regulation adopted by the Minister of the Interior
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in October 1979, the Department of
State Borders Protection, the Passport Control Department, and Airport Control
Department were included among the base units of National Security Corps and
the units of State Security.

By 1986 there were large staff numbers at central units of the Czechoslovak
Ministry of the Interior. In the units of the Federal Ministry of the Interior there
were 16,783 job positions, 5,345 being the jobs within State Security and 5,358
were jobs with Border Guard units. After reducing staff in 1969, the security sector
had 5,910 job positions (in comparison to 9,894 in 1968). But in following years
this tendency increased. In 1971 there were 8,995 job positions, while in 1976
there were 15,137 (by then the Border Guard was also included in the Federal
Ministry of the Interior). By 1981 there were altogether 16,164 jobs altogether,
and by 1986 there were 16,519 jobs.



State Security Directorate
management

Division of Interior Affairs

Division of analyses,
statistics and registries

[** Unit

I Unit

IV® Unit
VI Unit

State Security
Divisions:

State Security groups:

Division of Passport
Control:

State Security Airport
Control Divisions

Organisational structure of State Security Regional Directorate of the National

Security Corps KoSice from July 1%, 1971 until December 31%, 1974

Head and deputy

providing methodological command and checking the observance of principles by
State Security Directorate, stipulated by the Ministry of the Interior administrative
rules principles

operational registry of the files and persons, elaboration of statistical reports,
providing information flow within State Security Directorate, and to superior bodies

Department 1: against the intelligence services of the USA, Federal Republic
of Germany, Austria, Great Britain, France and other capitalistic countries,
diplomats from Western countries.

Department 2: visa foreigners, CENTER, protection of Soviet troops, management
of the Department of Passport Control;

Department 3: travels abroad, emigration, home-comers;

Department 1: youth, higher schools and universities, science, culture, anti-state
documents, hostile persons;

Department 2: church, sects, religions (within the respective region,
but also in relation to foreign countries);

Department 3: emigrant organisations (those supporting ideas of the Hlinka Slovak
People’s Party and the idea of independent Slovak state, Ukrainian-nationalistic,
Zionist — within the region, but also in relation to foreign countries);

Department 4: state secret protection, sabotage, extraordinary events, protection
of the socialist economy, and internal secret service (transport, communications,
energetics);

surveillance

intelligence service technology

Division 1: operational technology
Division 2: checking the correspondence

Presov, Poprad, Spisska Nova Ves, Michalovce, Rozhava, Humenneé,
Cierna nad Tisou, TrebiSov

Bardejov, Vranov, Svidnik, Stara Lubovna

Cafa - Hrani¢na pri Hornade, Slovenské Nové Mesto, Cierna nad Tisou, Vy$né
Nemecké, Javorina, Poprad — Tatry (airport), MniSek nad Popradom
(part of counter-intelligence service until June 124, 1973)

Kosice, Poprad — Tatry (from September 1%, 1972).
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Safe and rented houses were the flats,
or offices in buildings of authorities
and institutions that were used for
secret meetings of State Security
members (so-called ‘control

bodies’) with reliable, experienced

and thoroughly checked secret
collaborators. Safe houses were
administered by the Ministry of the
Interior. The actual users of those flats
were State Security members, who
took on false identities, for reasons of
their own confidentiality. Safe houses
belonged to civilians who, after making
an agreement with State Security,
committed themselves to provide

their flats to be used for the needs of
the StB. Safe and rented houses were
selected by State Security mainly with
respect to carrying out absolutely
confidential meetings. These flats were
usually located in standard apartments
and houses. According to State
Security regulations they could not be

located in buildings belonging to the
Czechoslovak Communist Party, other
political parties or state authorities.
State Security member, as well as secret
collaborators visiting the safe or rented
house agreed to a fictive reason for the
visit in advance, the so-called 'legend’,
that should make people living in
neighbouring flats believe there were
reliable reasons why unknown people
frequently visited a house. The use of
safe and rented flats was terminated in
cases where the location of the flat was
disclosed, e.g. if the secret collaborator
emigrated, or if other persons who
knew that the flat was used by State
Security revealed this fact. State
Security units had records about 3.149
flats in Slovakia in the period from
1954 until 1989 (1.123 safe flats and
646 rented flats in Bratislava, 815 safe
flats and 117 rented flats in Banskd
Bystrica, and 316 safe flats and 132
rented flats in Kosice).

Legends:

.0/ Information for the control body: Major VELICK Y, undercover name Jdn
BYBCANYI, shall act as a person living in the safe flat. The doorkeeper shall be
informed that the control body has been working with the company STAVOPROJEKT,
operating in whole Slovakia. The control body shall use this legend in case he gets
in contact with other people living in the house.

b/ Information for the collaborator: NERUDA — Collaborator who will come to the
flat for meetings, will be informed how to behave when getting in contact with
other people living in the house, in case they would ask him about the reason of his
visit. He will tell them visiting his colleague in relation to elaboration of a project,
a design of a garage or a garden house."

(Safe flat called SHOP, in Slovak OBCHOD, located at Dunajskd Street no. 2 in
Bratislava).
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Map of safe houses and
rented houses used by
the State security in
Bratislava

Source: UPN




————iin -

—— ] e

'

I

[

I
Pristava — — — -
Pristay -




S$tB Unit
Bratislava
Banska Bystrica
Kosice

Regions in the CSSR

,On the door of the flat called "KYJIEV"
there s a door name plate of J. P.
Khorkov. When a person visits the flat,
a legend may be used that the secret
collaborator or the operational worker
(s a friend/colleague of J. P. Khorkov
who works at the Trade Representation
of the USSR in Bratislava. This is why
Chrokov travels a lot and he makes
the flat available to his colleagues

to use it for their occasional business
negotiations. Or it may be claimed,
depending on the concrete situation,

that J. P. Khorkov gave the flat keys
to a friend asking him to water the
plants in his flat during his absence,
caused by frequent business meetings
abroad. In case of questions asked by
the people living in the house, it is
necessary to give an indefinite answer
so that they cannot find out what

J. P. Khorkov looks like and when

he stays in the flat. One can say he

is a diplomat and so is very busy.”
(Rented flat called “KYJEV" located at
Holleho Street no. 9 in Bratislava).

Numbers of staff, members of State Security Directorates of Regional ZNB
Directorates in Slovakia and in Czechoslovakia as of March 1, 1988

External Internal Economy Intelligence service

Staff enemy enemy protection Suveillance technology
250 50 50 80 XII* Directorate XII"" Directorate
201 29 29 34 28 46

223 32 32 38 36 41

2,879 501 451 532 341 460

The organisational structure of the XII'"" National Security Corps Directorate
was significantly changed in relation to the complex reorganisation of the units
of the Federal Ministry of the Interior and the ZNB in autumn 1988. Alojz Lorenc,
the 1= Deputy Minister of Czechoslovakia was authorised to develop a plan for
reorganisation. The final proposal on changes to be implemented within the
management and the organisational structure of the Federal Ministry of the
Interior and its staff was submitted by Vratislav Vajnar, the Federal Minister of the
Interior, to the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party to be
discussed and approved on July 19, 1988. The proposal was expected to reduce
the number of units at the headquarters of the Federal Ministry of the Interior by
34%, to reduce the number of heads of directorates, their deputies, heads of units
and their deputies by 29 (i.e. by 25%), to reduce the number of head paositions in
central units by 172 persons (i.e. by more than 30%) and to reduce the number
of job paositions by 816. The new organisational structure was implemented at
the Federal Ministry of the Interior on August 1%, 1988. The Federal Minister of
the Interior Vratislav Vajnar dissolved all 38 original units at the Federal Ministry
of the Interior and the National Security Corps, and established 24 units at the
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Federal Ministry of the Interior which were subordinated to the Ministry. Among
the units of State Security, it was the counter-intelligence service where most
of the changes were implemented. The II"* ZNB Directorate (Fight against the
External Enemy), the X" ZNB Directorate (Fight against the Internal Enemy), the
XI'" ZNB Directorate (Protection of the Czechoslovak Economy) and the Unit of
State Security Integrated Information System merged, and the Central Counter-
intelligence Directorate with an undercover name of the II"¥ ZNB Directorate
was established. Three operational units of the XII'" Directorate merged in the
Counter-intelligence Unit (I** unit). Two units, the Unit of Intelligence Technology
and the Unit of Checking the Correspondence and of Expertises merged and the
Unit of Intelligence Service Technological Operations and Expertises (III? unit)

Organisational structure of State Security Directorate of the Regional
Directorate of the National Security Corps KoSice since January 1*, 1975:

Nationalists, the NTS, dissolved
political parties, sentenced agents of
hostile intelligence services, protection
of revivalist parties within the
National Front, anti-state documents,
anonymous and threatening letters,
terror, illegal armaments and hostile
persons. The third division worked on
issues of churches and sects. The Unit
for the Protection of the Socialist
Economy provided for the counter-
intelligence protection of objects and
institutions of the pre-production
area, transport and communications
(1 division), counter-intelligence
protection and work on objects of
metallurgy, engineering, energetics,
geological research, uranium and
chemistry (2" division), regime
protection of confidential facts and

The Unit for the fight against the
external enemy was divided into four
divisions. The first one dealt with
intelligence services of the USA,
Great Britain and France, contacted
the embassies and consulates of
so-called capitalist countries and
helped with the protection of the
troops of the USSR. The second
division focused on the intelligence
services of the Federal Republic of
Germany, Austria and other so-called
capitalist countries. The third division
dealt with visa foreigners, assembly
workers, businessmen, custom-houses,
machinations with foreign currencies
and the centre CENTER. The fourth
division was responsible for foreign
travel, emigrants and home-comers.
The Unit for the Fight Against the

Internal Enemy was divided into three
divisions. The first dealt with right-wing
opportunism, science and culture, mass
media, education, sports and Zvézarm
(Association for the cooperation with
the army). The second dealt with issues
of Zionism, Organisation of Ukrainian
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extraordinary events (3" division). State
Security departments were located

in Presov, Poprad, Spisskd Novd Ves,
Roznava, Michalovce, Trebisov

and Humenné. State Security groups
were dislocated in Bardejov,

Svidnik and Viranov nad Toplov.
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In the 80s the ‘normalisation’

regime was designed to persuade

the international community that
the international agreements and
treaties on human rights, signed by
the Communist regime, were being
observed. State Security persecuted
people drastically who provided
foreign media with information
about the real political situation in
Czechoslovakia, especially about the
corruption, economic criminality and
human rights infringements. In 1983
State Security revealed a channel in
West Slovakia which had been used
to send reports on political cases in
that region to the broadcasters of the
Voice of America. After an intensive
investigation, an anti-state group was

State Security also intensively
monitored Hungarian independent
initiatives in fighting for the rights of
the Hungarian national minority in
Slovakia, and being in the opposition
towards the regime. Such anti-regime
activities included revealing cases of
discrimination against minorities and
protests against those measures that
caused the discrimination, mostly in
the field of education. This was why it
was difficult for Hungarian dissidents
to cooperate with the Czech and
Slovak dissent, because the Hungarian

constructed from accused persons and
they were judged in a trial known as
‘Novotny and accomplices’. The ‘group
consisted of friends of Novotny who
provided him with information about
the real character of the Communist
regime based on their own experiences.
The official wording of the accusation
was: “hostility against the social

and political establishments in the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic,
subversive activities against the social
system in the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic in cooperation with foreign
powers.” Tibor Novotny, as the head of
the anti-state group, was sentenced in
a manipulated trial to 5 years in prison
and Vojtech Ottmar to 8 months in
prison.

minority was being marginalised.
Except for criticizing laws on education,
Hungarian initiatives intensified also
in relation to their refusal of the
Gabcikovo — Nagymaros waterworks
project that was launched in 1977.

In March 1978, the activist Miklos
Duray initiated the establishment

of the Commiittee for the Protection
of Hungarian Minority Rights in
Czechoslovakia, protesting against
the supposed attempts of the Slovak
authorities to Slovakize the education
system.

was established. The Unit of Surveillance got a new undercover name: it was
called the II"d Unit. The counter-intelligence service in Bratislava operated with
that structure until the events of November 1989.

The XII** ZNB Directorate shared its seat with State Security Directorate of
the Regional Directorate of the National Security Corps Bratislava, the district
unit of State Security and other units of the ZNB located at Februarového
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1989 State Security Work
Plan against people with
“opposition” opinions
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive

ZAkladné zameranie kontrarozviednej Sinnosti na
dseku boja proti wvndtornému protivnikovi na rok
1989

Hlavnym olel'lom KR Sinnosti na dseku boja proti wndtornému
protivnikovi jeo systematicky rozkladat’ jeho hlavné zoskupenin,
izolovat' poprednfoh exponentov antisoc. sil, NC a LA, reankdné-
ho duchovenstva a mad. nacionalizmu a zamedzovat' ich ideove],
akinej a orgenizadnej integrécii. V3as odhalovat' pripravu nepriat.
akoi{, hlavne pokusov o organizovanie hromadnfoh vystipeni,

G8inne ich rozkladat' & marit’.

Ze t{m GSelom :

-~ sily a prostriedky sdGstredit' na odhaYovanie hlavwnjch organi-
zdtorov ¥imnostli neleghlnych rozmmoZovacioh strodisk wndt.
nepriatel'a, mapovat' a rozkrjvat’ mechanizmus ich &imnosti.
Zabezpedit' dokumentdciu, vyuZitelnt v sprdvnom konani a v
odbvodnenfch pripadoch v tx. pridwnom procese prerufovat’ ich
fimost’ a zoslabovat' samizdatovii tvorbu.

- agentGrne premikat’ do movopripravovanjych "nezAvislyoh #truk-
thr", vias ziskava® informfcie o ioh zamerani a v pripade
ich protisocec. orientficie vplyvovimli opatreniami tieto roz-
kladat'. (Dostat’ agentiiru do vedenia.)

- dbslednou kontrolou Simmosti exponentov wvnat. protivaika vias
odhalovat’' a prijimat’ 4¥imné opatrenia k zamedzeniu ich poku-
som vytvArat' internaciondlne zoskupenia, zamedzovat' koordinad-
nému pbsobeniu IDC a Zpeo. sluZieb protiwvnika vo wvztahu
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The destruction of documents was

a natural part of the administrative
procedures at State Security units
during the whole period of from

1948 until 1989. The extraordinary
destruction of documents taking place
in December 1989 was realised under
the impression that the fall of the
regime was about to occur, and this
was de facto confirmed by a successful
general strike on November 27, 1989.
It was in the evening hours of
December 1, 1989 when Lorenc
(ssued an order to destroy vital' files
and “materials that would have a
compromising character with regard
to the current political arrangement.”
Some days later, on December 6, the
Head the Central Counter-intelligence
Directorate in Prague, Karel Vykypél
ordered the immediate destruction

of both ‘vital' and archived 'hostile
persons' files. According to Alojz
Lorenc, the purpose of destroying

the documents was to prevent

their misuse for ‘politicking' and
compromising people. The real purpose
of those extraordinary destructions
was to hide the evidence of the misuse
of information for the benefit

of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia and for harassing
politically inconvenient persons.

The public learned about the
liguidation of documents and there
were even reports on the TV. The
Ministry of the Interior claimed it

was a reqular planned destruction

of documents. In Bratislava, lorries
piled with documents stored in black
bags were leaving the building of the
XII'" Directorate for the crematorium
in Bratislava or the paper-works in
Stiirovo, where they were destroyed.
Under public pressure, Frantisek Pinc,
the Minister of the Interior, issued

an order instructing his deputy
ministers to stop those destructions.
The measure was stopped on
December 8 by an instruction of
Alojz Lorenc reasoning that "the
destruction of documents could be
misused against the Federal Ministry
of the Interior." But even this instruction
was not fully respected by all StB units.
Destroying the documents caused
irreversible damage to the assessment
of the period of Communist totality,
especially with regard to the period
between the ‘normalisation’ and 1989.

vitazstva Street in Bratislava (today the building where the Presidium of Police
Forces of the Slovak Republic is located). From the middle of 1974 it was led
by Jan Kovac, the former Head of the Regional ZNB Directorate in Bratislava.
When he was appointed Deputy Federal Minister of the Interior in June 1979,
he was substituted by Jozef Vavro. He worked as the Head of the Counter-
intelligence Directorate in Bratislava until April 1986 when he, after making an
agreement with the Federal Minister of the Interior, retired. A complex inspection
was planned at the Directorate, and as it was found that special financial means
that should have been used for agency-operational activities being misused, the
whole management of operational sections was withdrawn from office (heads,
and also senior special officers). The position of the Head of the Directorate was
taken over by Stefan Homola, the Head of State Security Directorate. He left
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that position on February 9, 1990 and was substituted by Jaroslav Svéchota, the
former State Security member, who was dismissed in the purge of 1968, and later
became an agent of State Security.

Regional State Security units in Slovakia operated within regional ZNB
Directorates in Bratislava, Banskd Bystrica and KoSice, without any major
organisational changes until July 1971. These included the Division of interior
affairs, the Division of statistics and registries, the Counter-intelligence unit (1I"¢
unit), the Surveillance Unit (IV*" unit), the Intelligence Technology Unit (VI™ unit),
and State Security Division or districts groups. In the new organisational structure
of State Security, territorial units in the separate I** unit were established for
tasks dedicated to the fight against hostile intelligence services. The surveillance
and intelligence-technological operations were transferred from State Security
Directorate in Bratislava to the Central State Security Directorate in the SSR.
There were departments of passport control within State Security Directorate
that were included in the powers of the Central Border Guard and State Border
Protection Directorate in the middle of June 1973. Due to aircraft hijacks and the
necessity to secure the civil air transport, State Security Airport Control Units
were established in September 1972, in Slovakia in Bratislava, KoSice, PieStany,
Poprad, Lucenec, Slia¢, and later also in Zilina — Hricov.

In relation to organisational changes at central counter-intelligence
Directorates in July 1974, a new organisation of territorial State Security units was
implemented at the beginning of the following year. State Security Directorates
located in the Central and East Slovakia regions included not only the Division
of Interior Affairs and the Division of Analyses, Statistics and Registries, but also
the Unit For the Fight Against the External Enemy (I* unit), Unit for the Fight
Against the Internal Enemy (II"¢ unit), the Unit Protection of the Socialist Economy
(I unit), the Surveillance Unit (IV* unit), and the Intelligence Service Technology
Unit (VI unit). State Security Directorate of the Regional ZNB Directorate had
a similar organisational structure, with the exception of the Surveillance Unit
and the Intelligence Service Technology Unit, which were parts of the XII'*" ZNB
Directorate. In the middle of 1980, District State Security units in Bratislava,
Kosice and Banska Bystrica were transferred from the organisational structure
of Prague Foreign Intelligence Service to the structures of $tB Directorates of
regional ZNB Directorates.

In October 1977 district ZNB Directorates, as the lowest management units
of security units management in Czechoslovakia were established, in accordance
with an order issued by the Federal Minister of the Interior, the Minister of the
Interior of the Czech Socialist Republic and the Minister of the Interior of the
Slovak Socialist Republic. District ZNB Directorates had their seats in district
towns. They were divided into functional units (the Division of Interior Affairs, the
Financial Division) and executive units, such as the State Security Department and
Passports and Visa Division as units of State Security, the Division of the People’s
Police and its Investigation Division. In Bratislava district ZNB Directorates were
established and in KoSice a municipal ZNB Directorate. In the region of West
Slovakia there were State Security departments in Galanta, Nové Zamky, Nitra,



Komarno, Trencin, Senica and Trnava. In the region of central Slovakia there were
six StB division (Martin, Prievidza, Zilina, Povazska Bystrica, Zvolen, Liptovsky
Mikuld$) and four dislocated StB groups (Dolny Kubin, Rimavska Sobota,
Lu¢enec, Ziar nad Hronom). In the region of East Slovakia there were six $tB
division (Poprad, Presov, Humenné, Spisska Nova Ves, Michalovce, Roznava) and
two dislocated groups (Trebisov, Bardejov). In relation to the need to protect
nuclear power plants in the territory of Slovakia a State Security Unit located in
Trnava and Levice was established.

The leadership in power perceived the events of November 17, 1989 after
the intervention at Narodni tfida in Prague with unconcealed fear, documented
by the activation of State Security and the announcement of nationwide
operations that had been prepared long ago for the case of extraordinary state-
security situations. They concentrated on the protection of electronic media (the
operation VLNA — WAVE) and economic objects, or preventing the citizens from
being influenced by the organisers of massive anti-socialist events (the operation
KRUH — CIRCLE). Also, State Security units could activate a network of agents and
increase the flow of information. StB tried to penetrate newly established political
and economic structures. Its members monitored and recorded demonstrations
taking place on the squares. They tried to monitor committees organising strikes,
to reveal its members, connections to the opposition and detect prepared
operations. State Security tried to prevent the general strike (which two thirds of
inhabitants eventually took part in). $tB planned to launch a ‘reduced variant’ of
the operation NORBERT and to isolate selected KSC opponents. At the end the
regime did not have courage to take that step.

After the successful general strike on December 27, 1989 the only option
for State Security was to recognise the internal political situation and adapt
to changed conditions. State Security then tried to disconnect itself from the
policy of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.
Also, some of the agents and confidants hesitated as to whether to continue
with their collaboration, or to fully refuse it. Political negotiations between the
representatives of the Communist regime and opposition movements such as
Public against Violence and the Civic Forum caused a change in the society from
the point of view of political power. The fall of the Czechoslovak Communist Party
and loss of its power brought about the end of State Security. Public opinion
demanded that the Communists withdraw and as a result Alojz Lorenc, the 1
Deputy Federal Minister of the Interior stopped operational activities related
to the fight against the internal enemy with immediate effect on December
11, 1989. In the middle of January 1990, special commissions were established,
composed of re-activated State Security members, to develop a transformation
of State Security and facilitate its adaptation to new conditions. In January 1990,
personnel changes were made in leading positions. Many 5tB members retired,
and some waited to take up positions as reservists. Some were released from the
organisation in 1990; while others were transferred to new intelligence service
structures. The State Security units were finally dissolved by the Federal Minister
of the Interior Richard Sacher on February 15, 1990.




Extensive volume
of documents
was shredded

early in December.
Example of a proposal
to destroy documents
Source: Nation's Memory
Institute (UPN) Archive
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Teodor Balaz

Matej Bél

Teodor Balaz (1917 — 1994). After completing school, he worked as draughtsman in
a cable producing factory in Bratislava. Balaz participated in the illegal communist
movement, and in 1943, was interrogated for trying to fly out of the country in a
military plane. He participated in establishing the Albin Grznér partisan brigade,
cooperating with Jozef Trojan and Viliam Zingor'®. Balaz went to the USSR in 1944,
and returned to Slovakia in March 1945. In the USSR, he probably received some
certain intelligence training. On returning to Kosice, he began working with the
2" unit of the National Security Corps. Shortly afterwards, he was transferred to
Bratislava, and was appointed the head of 1I/1 division, and then the political (state-
security) section of the 2" division within the National Security HQ, where he was
made deputy head of sections led by Stefan Feja and Jozef Ii¢ik. Subsequently, he
became the head of the 1 division of 1* section of VI'" or VII'" Unit and also deputy
Section Director. In 1947-1948, Baléz was appointed head of the Z-XIV unit (Internal
Political Intelligence). Later, he became deputy head of BA unit (State Security) within
the Internal Affairs Commission, and since 1°** January 1949 he was also appointed
BAa group head (Internal State Security). He was also the head of the so called ST
group whose aim was to search for enemies among Communist Party members
and officials. From 1% April 1950, Balaz was acting director of the BA unit within the
Internal Affairs Commission, and once the command units were cancelled in Slovakia,
he became the Deputy Minister for National Security under Gen. Josef Pavlo, was the
Minister responsible. From early September 1950, he attended the Political School
in Prague for two years. Early in April of 1951, BalaZ was arrested, and was later
also convicted in the Oskar Valasek trial. He was released from prison in 1960, and
rehabilitated in 1963. After that, he worked in Povazské strojarne®

Matej Bél, originally Moric Blumenfeld (1914 — ?). After completing elementary
school in 1933, he moved to Palestine, worked as an unskilled worker and joined the
local communist party. Gradually, he came into conflict with other members of the
community, and with the British authorities. In 1938, he returned to Slovakia, and
worked as a sales representative for various companies, between 1940 and 1944. He
also he joined the illegal communist movement, and from 1941, used a different name
that he kept after the war ended. After the Slovak National Uprising was broken up,
he joined the partisan brigade "Za slobodu Slavianov”" led by Captain Valiansky, as
an intelligence officer. Early in February of 1945, he reached Kosice and was assigned
to organise the militia there. Later, he became a security officer within the Kosice
National Committee, and soon became the deputy commander of local National
Security. Bél participated in building the National Security, in particular its security
and intelligence unit comprising partisans and members of the Slovak Communist
Party. In August 1945, he was transferred from the National Security Command for
Eastern Slovakia to the Secret Service of National Security HQ, 2" division. After the
political intelligence and state security unit within the Internal Affairs Commission
was established, he held several important functions; including being the deputy
commander of the 1* division within the VI*" Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission.
In 1949 he was the head of the so called Small State Security and in December
1949 he was appointed the BAa group commander (internal state security) within the
Internal Affairs Commission. At the end of March 1950, Bél left the police corps, and
became the head of the Press Department within the Internal Affairs Commission.

1 Transl. note: famous Slovak partisans, members of the Slovak Communist Party.
18 Transl. note: machine Works in Slovakia.
7 Transl. note: may be translated as , For the freedom of the Slavs”.



Martin Bencek

Simon Cermak

In March 1951, he was arrested by State Security, accused of being a Zionist and
of having engaged in anti-state activities. He was convicted during the Oskar
Valasek trial. When released from prison in 1960, he worked as economic expert in
an agricultural cooperative. In October of 1963, Bél was rehabilitated. In 1964, he
received disability pension. Bél died in Israel. His memoirs were published under the
title Essays From Behind the Bars (1969).

Martin Bencek (1923 - 2003). Joined the National Security Corps on 6" May 1946,
and at the end of the same year, he was assigned to the guarding unit of the District
National Security HQ in Bratislava, and supervised the representatives of the Slovak
Republic 1939-1945 who were tried (Jozef Tiso, Martin Sokol, and Ferdinand Catlo3).
In January of 1949, he joined the Regional State Security HQ in Presov as political
intelligence officer (2" division), and in October of 1950, was appointed its head.
In 1952, Bencek became the head of the I1I"® unit. In May 1953 he was appointed
deputy and in July 1953 Head of the Regional State Security HQ in KoSice. After the
State Security restructuring in January of 1954, Bencek was appointed the head of
Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Kosice. Due to various negative
personal features and his rather dictatorial leadership methods, he was not very
popular among the staff. In 1956-1957, he attended the one year operative school
of the KGB in Moscow. Since March 1963, he was appointed head of the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Banska Bystrica. In 1966, he was forced to
leave, and then appointed to less important positions. However, Bencek was not
satisfied with his grade, and finally in 1979 he left the National Security Corps and
retired, after 33 years of active service.

Simon Cermak, originally Porges (1924 — 2008). After finishing elementary school,
he worked as an unskilled labourer in a labour camp for Jews in the city of Novaky.
He was involved with the illegal communist movement and helped to smuggle
weapons into the camp. At the end of August 1944, he joined a partisan unit as a
reconaissance officer. In April of 1945, after coming to Kosice, he was assigned to
National Security, based on an order issued by S. Gazik from the Slovak Communist
Party Central Committee, despite the fact that he was under 21, which was the lower
age limit. There, he worked as executive and later as officer with the 5" department of
the 1% division within the VI*" Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission. From February
of 1946 until the end of 1947, Cermak led a group in the 1* department of the 1+
division within the VI Unit. In the first two months in 1948, he worked with the so
called Slovak Department of the Ministry of Interior led, by B. Pokorny. In February
of 1948, he actively participated in the coup d'état, being in charge of connection
with Slovakia, and also organised the action committee with the Ministry of Postal
Services. After returning to Bratislava, he led the Department of Fight Against the
Western Foreign Intelligence Services within the Defence secret service of the III*
Unit of the Internal Affairs Commission. From January of 1949, he was in charge of
the 1% department of the State Security unit within the Internal Affairs Commission.
After restructuring (since August 1950), he was appointed acting deputy of the
Regional State Security HQ, and was in charge of operative activities of State Security
units in Bratislava. On 30" April 1951, he was arrested, and later convicted in the
Oskar Valasek trial. While serving his sentence, he was recruited by State Security
as an agent. In 1958 Cermék was released from prison, and he was rehabilitated in
October of 1963. Next year he moved to Israel, where he died in 2008. Cermak wrote
his memoires, which, however, were not published in Slovak language.



Stefan Demjan

Ondrej Dovina

Stefan Demjan (1923 — 1996). Originally a worker, he joined the Communist Party
in April of 1945 and worked at the Regional Committee of the Slovak Communist
Party in Jesenské. Having completing alternative military service, he “enhanced” his
political profile by attending a course at the Central Political School of the Slovak
Communist Party in Bojnice. After that, though still very young, he was appointed to
the position of head secretary of the District Committee of the Slovak Communist
Party in Saférikovo, and was there during the communist putsch. After the coup
d'état, Demjan became an officer with the Organisational Department of the Regional
Committee of the Slovak Communist Party, in Banska Bystrica. In 1950, he graduated
at the Communist Party University of Politics in Prague, and was appointed head of
Defence department within the Central Committee of the Slovak Communist Party
in Bratislava. As a promising cadre, in 1952, Demjan left for Moscow to study at the
USSR Communist Party University of Politics. After returning, he was appointed head
of the 1 department of the Regional Committee of the Slovak Communist Party in
Banska Bystrica. In 1956, when it was decided to transfer the party officials to the
State Security machinery, in order to enhance its political control. Stefan Demjan
took over the position of deputy Minister of the Interior in April of 1956, and as such,
he became responsible for investigation, technical units, control of mail, and the
issues of passports and visa. Demjan kept this position in the sixties. Firstly, he was
sceptical about the “process of renewal”, and was in opposition to Josef Pavel, the
Minister. In June 1968, Demjan was recalled from his position, though he remained
with the Ministry, and took over the surveillance unit in July. After the Warsaw Pact
invasion, he claimed to be of conservative opinions, though certain steps he took
seemed to suggest that this was doubtful. Screening commissions cancelled his
membership in the Czechoslovak Communist Party, which was reconfirmed after he
was recalled from his position. In May of 1970, Demjan was formally recalled from
the position of head of surveillance unit, but he still remained with the Ministry of
Interior, and worked in the Passport and visa department with the Regional National
Security Directorate in Prague. He retired in 1978.

Ondrej Dovina (1925 - 2011). Worker; joined the National Security Corps in
September of 1948, and attended the 1* level National Security School in Poprad,
and underwent intelligence training Nové Mésto nad Métuji. Between April 1949
and March 1960, he worked with the Regional State Security HQ (After the 1954
restructuring this became the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior) in
PreSov. From October 1949, he was head of its 5" department, and from 1952 its
deputy head. In May of 1953, he became the head of the Department of Internal
Intelligence, and from February 1956, deputy head of the Regional Directorate of the
Ministry of the Interior. In 1957, Dovina attended a one year KGB operative school in
Moscow. After administrative restructuring and merger of the Regional Directorate
of Ministry of Interior in Presov and Kosice, in April 1960, he was appointed deputy
head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior for operative activities.
From May 1966, Dovina was the head of State Security in Eastern Slovakia, and from
February 1969, head of the Central Foreign Intelligence Directorate in Slovakia.
From July 1974 until April 1984, Dovina was the first deputy head of the Central
Secret Service Directorate. In May 1984, he was transferred to the position of senior
specialist in the first department of organisational and operative unit of the National
Security Directorate for the Capital City of Bratislava and Western Slovakia. At the
end of June of 1987, Dovina retired, as a colonel.



Michal Dudas

Jan Hanuliak

Michal Dudas (1923 — ?). In April and May 1945, the National Security 2 member
in Trnava. In July of 1947, Dudas joined the Ministry of Interior as administrative
assistant in the political intelligence and the state security unit within the Internal
Affairs Commission, in Bratislava. In August of 1950, he became the commander
of the 1% group of the II™ department within the Regional State Security HQ in
Bratislava (Zionists, Trotskyists, and bourgeois nationalists). Since July of 1952, he
was the head of the 1% department of II"® unit within the Regional State Security
Directorate, and between 1952 and 1953, he was also leading special State Security
group that was in charge of relocating people from Bratislava. Early in January of
1953, after restructuring, Dudas continued to work in the political intelligence sector
as the head of 1t department. In November of 1959, he graduated from the Economic
University in Bratislava, and in April of 1960, was appointed the head of economy
related counter-intelligence. After unified counter-intelligence unit was established,
in March of 1964, he became the deputy head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry
of interior in Bratislava. From May of 1966 until February of 1969, he was the head
of State Security Directorate within the Regional National Security Directorate in
Bratislava. In March of 1969, he became the deputy head of the Central State Security
Directorate within the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic. After
the intervention of G. Husak, in November of 1973, he was transferred to Szczecin
(Poland), as the Federal Ministry of Interior representative. From April 1979, Dudas
taught in the State Security Department within the Investigation Faculty of the
Higher School of the National Security Corps in Bratislava, and retired in September
1981, with the rank of Colonel.

Jan Hanuliak (1921 - 2000). He participated in battles against the Soviet Union
during WWII as a member of the Slovak Army. At the end of October of 1943, he
changed sides, and joined the Red Army; participating in the so called Battle of
the Dukla Pass (Carpathian-Dukla operation) (wounded), and also in other battles
in Slovakia. After WWII, Hanuliak acted as intelligence officer in Martin. In October
1946, he joined the National Security Corps as commander of National Security
field station in the village of Sucha, District of Svidnik, where he organised the fight
against the members of the so called Ukrainian Liberation Army. After completing the
National Security Corps School, he joined the National Security station and later the
State Security unit in the city of Lucenec. During the February events!®, he was also
in charge of telegraph connection, controlling the post office building, and arrested
Democratic Party officials. In November 1948, he was assigned to the Regional State
Security HQ in Banska Bystrica, and attended “enlightenment courses” in the cities
of Litoméfice and Senec. In September 1949, he became the political secretary. In
1950, Hanuliak participated in covering the traces of State Security crimes and in
1951 was recalled and moved to the State Security unit in the city of Moldava nad
Bodvou. In September 1951, he was promoted to the Regional State Security HQ in
Kosice, as head of the Eastern emigration department. From April 1955, he led the
political counter-intelligence unit, and from July of 1955, was also temporarily the
deputy head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior in KoSice. In 1957-
1959, Hanuliak attended the Ministry of Interior Central School of F. E. Dzerzhinsky
in Prague, and from August of 1959, led the economic counter-intelligence unit
within the Regional Directorate of Ministry of the Interior in Kosice. In March of 1963,
Hanuliak was appointed deputy head of the Directorate of the Ministry of Interior for
operative activities, and in June of 1966, was the deputy head of the State Security

18 Transl. note: the communist putsch.



Josef Houska
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Jan Kovac

in Kosice, and, at the same time, also the head of counter-intelligence unit. In 1968,
after expressing pro-Soviet opinions, he cooperated closely with Soviet security
bodies, and in March 1969, became the head of the State Security Directorate
in Kosice. In August of 1970, he became the head of the surveillance unit (IV*"
Directorate of Federal Secret Services Directorate FSSS). In February 1971, Hanuljak
was appointed deputy and in March 1973, 1* deputy to the Federal Minister of the
Interior. In the seventies, he participated in the Czechoslovak counter-intelligence
restructuring, when the District National Security Directorate was established. Also,
he participated in the so called "ASANACIA®" operation when the State Security
staff forced Czechoslovak people into exile. In May of 1979, he was recalled from the
position of the 1% deputy, and then, for two years he worked as the Federal Ministry
of Interior representative in Moscow. He retired in 1982.

Stefan Homola (1937 — 2011). He graduated from the school for junior cadets in
Moravska Trebova, and from 1958 worked with the Public Security Service in the
respective cities of Vrable and Bojnice. In 1963, Homola joined State Security in the
city of Prievidza, where he “worked on" issues related to France and Germany. In June
of 1970, he was appointed deputy head, and later also head (July 1974) of the State
Security unit in PovaZska Bystrica. In October 1977, Homola was appointed head
of the District National Security Corps Directorate in the same city, and one year
later he graduated from the Communist Party University of Politics and gained the
degree "RSDr". In July 1981, Homola became the deputy head of the State Security
Directorate within the National Security Corps Directorate for the Capital City of
Bratislava and Western Slovakia. In July of 1983, he was appointed the 1% deputy
head of the National Security Corps Directorate for the Capital City of Bratislava and
Western Slovakia, and, at the same time, the head of the State Security Directorate.
Between August of 1968 and 9" February 1990, he led the Counter-Intelligence
Directorate in Bratislava. He was released from the National Security Corps in 1990,
as Colonel.

Josef Houska (1924 - ?). From 15" November 1948 he was a State Security member
of the National Security Corps in the fight with the internal enemy. In 1953, he
attended the State Security Central School in the USSR, and after returning from
Moscow, on 1% February 1954, he was appointed the head of Regional Directorate of
Ministry of Interior in Bratislava. Houska kept this position until 22" November 1961,
when he took over the Foreign Intelligence Central Directorate (I* Directorate of the
Ministry of Interior), and appointed its head. In July of 1968, he was recalled from
this position and moved to the Research Institute of Ministry of Interior. In 1969, he
was appointed deputy head of the intelligence unit of the Federal Secret Service
Directorate, and in 1971, he was transferred to the VI'" Directorate of the Federal
Ministry of Interior. In 1981, Houska became the head of radio broadcasting related
counter-intelligence. In 1985, he was released from the National Security Corps and
retired.

Jan Kovac (1933 - 1988). A Czechoslovak army officer, he joined the Ministry of
Interior in September of 1963, as combat preparation officer within the Regional
Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Banska Bystrica. From January 1966, he
worked in the investigation unit of the State Security in Banska Bystrica, dealing
with political crimes such as defamation of the state or of world socialist states. In

1% Transl. note: Sanitation.



Stefan Léhner

Alojz Lorenc

1969, he graduated from Faculty of Law of the Comenius University. In November
of 1969, Kovac became the head of the 1% department — personnel and education
—within the Central Public Security Service HQ. Since 1970, he led the Public Security
Service Anti-riot units in the Slovak Socialist Republic. In 1972, he was appointed the
head of the Regional National Security Directorate in Bratislava, and in June of 1974,
became head of Counter-intelligence Directorate in Bratislava. He approved the
establishment of a special unit in 1977, focusing on Alexander Dubcek. In the spring
of 1975, Kovac attended three months study in the KGB School in Moscow. Kovac was
an active member of the collegiums of the Minister of Interior of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic, a member of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Slovak
Communist Party within the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Socialist Republic, and
from 1976 was also MP in the Federal Assembly and member of its Constitution and
legal committee. In June 1979, he became the deputy and in October of 1979 the
1% deputy of the Federal Minister of Interior; in 1980 became a Major General. In
October of 1985 Kovac was recalled from his position, and assigned as the Federal
Ministry of the Interior representative in Sofia. During 1986, certain indications of
him committing crimes were found, in relation to the so called Babinsky case. He
was recalled from Sofia, in 1987 to be interrogated, and in December 1987, he was
charged with stealing socialist property, and later also, investigated regarding misuse
of his rights as a public representative. In February 1988, Kovac was expelled from
the Czechoslovak Communist Party and released from the National Security Corps.

Stefan Lohner (1912 - 1973). Joined the National Security Corps on 26t April 1945,
and worked as a State Security member in Kosice. Since January 1949 he worked
as Head of the political intelligence unit of Regional State Security HQ in Kosice. In
February 1949 he was appointed deputy head of the Regional State Security HQ in
Kosice and in April 1949 in Bratislava. From August of 1950, Léhner was the head of
the Cadre Department within the Regional State Security HQ in Presov. From 1% July
1952, he became the deputy head of Regional State Security HQ in Banska Bystrica.
In mid-April 1953, Léhner was appointed deputy head of Regional State Security
HQ in Bratislava, and in January of 1954, it is likely that he acted temporarily as the
head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior in Bratislava. Once the new
head of Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior, in Bratislava was appointed on 1%
February 1954, Lohner was appointed as his deputy. From October 1955 until March
1960, he was the head of the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior, in Presov.
In May of 1960, he was released from the National Security services, with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel.

Alojz Lorenc (1939). Graduated from the school for junior cadets in Poprad, the
artillery specialised technical apprentice school, and the apprentice school for anti-
aircraft state defence. From 1960, he was a professional soldier with the Czechoslovak
People’s Army, serving with the artillery brigade as an anti-aircraft platoon
commander. In 1970, Lorenc graduated from the Military Academy of Antonin
Zapotocky in Brno (in electro-technical engineering). In September 1970, he left the
army and joined the Ministry of the Interior, where he worked as cryptographical
expert with the Special unit (Directorate) of the Ministry of Interior (coding), and
participated in the production of coding system for the Warsaw Pact. Since May of
1975, he was the head of the II"® unit of the Special Directorate within the Federal
Ministry of Interior. In October 1977, Lorenc became the head of Special Directorate
within the Federal Ministry of Interior, and from May 1981, the head of the National
Security Corps Directorate for the Capital city of Bratislava and Western Slovakia. In



Ferdinand Mikvy

Vincent Ozvolda

November of 1985, he was appointed the 1% deputy Federal Minister of the Interior,
and besides others, controlled counter-intelligence fighting the internal enemy
and for the protection of the socialist economy. At the end of the eighties, Lorenc
restructured the Federal Ministry of Interior and security forces, which resulted of
him directly leading all counter-intelligence units. In April 1989 he achieved the rank
of Lieutenant General. His role during the so called Velvet Revolution has still not
been satisfactorily explained. In December of 1989, he ordered an special shredding
of the State Security documents in order to “cover the tracks and trails” of its various
crimes. The Czechoslovak Socialist Government recalled him on 21 December 1989,
though, paradoxically, he remained working within the Federal Ministry of Interior as
special consultant to the Minister’s Office. For his acts during the communist regime,
Lorenc was sentenced in the Czech Republic in 1993 to four years of imprisonment,
though being a Slovak citizen he never served his sentence. In 2002, a Slovak court
gave him a 15 months suspended sentence. Lorenc lives in Bratislava.

Ferdinand Mikvy (1920 - 2000). Member of the 1% Czechoslovak Army corps in
the USSR, and participated in the Slovak National Uprising with the paratrooper
brigade, and in May 1945, joined the army. He was tasked with counter-intelligence.
On 1* August 1958, Mlkvy was transferred from Ministry for National Security to
the Ministry of Interior, and was appointed deputy head of the Regional Directorate
of the Ministry of Interior in Bratislava. In 1961, he became its head. After the State
Security restructuring, he became head of the Regional State Security Directorate in
Bratislava; and in November of 1968 was recalled from this position. After that, he
was only given less important functions within civil defence in Slovakia (head and
deputy head of the civil defence unit). In 1976, he was released from active service,
and has been a reservist, since then.

Vincent Ozvolda (1931). He was born in a working class family with a childhood in
territories that were ceded to Hungary after the Vienna Award. After completing
elementary school in his village, in 1946, he commenced working at the Municipal
National Committee in §urany, in administration. Later, Ozvolda worked as the
secretary of District Committee of the Slovak Youth Association and the District
National Front Action Committee. In 1950, he completed the school for young cadets
and passed the final state examination, and in 1952, completed military apprentice
school. Early in October 1952, he was assigned to the 70t infantry battalion, and two
weeks later was transferred to the 68" auxiliary technical battalion as military counter-
intelligence officer. Since November 1953, Ozvolda worked with the 2% military
circuit Directorate, counter-intelligence unit. In 1954, he attended the Central School
of F.E.Dzerzinsky in Prague, and early in May of 1956, he was appointed the head of
Military counter-intelligence department within the Regional Military Directorate,
in Nitra. In August 1959, Ozvolda completed a one year study in the KGB operative
school in Moscow, and took over the position of the head of the 2™ department
within military counter-intelligence unit. In March 1963, he was promoted to became
head of the military counter-intelligence unit within the 2 Military circuit. From 14"
March 1969 until 15% July 1970, Ozvolda was deputy Minister of Interior of the Slovak
Socialist Republic for State Security. In August of 1970, he commenced working for
the Defence Department of the Government of the Slovak Socialist Republic as a
special advisor on State Security and Public Security Service issues, and in April of
1974, was appointed head of the department. From May 1975, Ozvolda worked as a
1% |evel specialised mentor with anti-riot police units of the Slovak Socialist Republic.



Eduard Pafco

Viktor Sedmik

At the end of June 1976, he was released from active service, with the rank of colonel.
Ozvolda lives in Bratislava.

Eduard Pafco (1924 - ?). Joined the National Security Corps in March 1948, and
at the end of the same year, he was assigned to the Internal Affairs Commission
("Janosik” Unit). In August 1950, Pafco was transferred to the Regional State Security
HQ in Bratislava as group member and deputy head of the 1 department (since 8
April 1952). After the Regional Directorate of Ministry of Interior was established in
Bratislava, Pafco was appointed head of its 1I"® Unit. Since 1955, he attended the one
year KGB operative school in Moscow. Having graduated, he took over the Regional
Directorate of Ministry of Interior in Nitra, until 1*t April 1960, when he was appointed
deputy head for operative activities within the Regional Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior in Bratislava. From 1% July 1966, he was appointed head of the IV'h
unit of the National Security Regional Directorate — S-$tB. In March of 1969, he was
transferred to the foreign intelligence and appointed the head of “F" Directorate.
Early in March of 1970, Pafco was recalled from his position, but remained working
with “F" Directorate as a senior expert. He was released from the National Security
Corps in February 1972.

Jan Pobeha (1922 - 2006). Originally a carpenter, in 1944-1945 he was a member
of the partisan brigade SIGNAL, and from June of 1946, a member of the National
Security Corps. In February of 1950, he was transferred from the National Security
Corps to the Regional State Security HQ in Zilina, where he became the head of
State Security unit in the city of Cadca, between August and December 1950. In
January of 1953, Pobeha was appointed deputy head of the II"® unit of the Regional
State Security HQ in Zilina. In 1954, he attended a one year KGB operative school in
Moscow, and after returning from the USSR, he took over the position of head of
the Regional State Security HQ in Banska Bystrica. After administrative changes and
reduction of the number of regional offices, he was transferred to the position of
deputy head of the Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior in Banska Bystrica,
in April 1960. In July of 1960, he was transferred to Kosice and appointed head of
the foreign intelligence unit. In 1962-1964, Pobeha worked as the leader of advisors
of the Ministry of Interior of Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in Mali. After returning
from Africa, he took over his earlier position. From October 1968, he was the head of
the State Security the Slovak Directorate of the Ministry of Interior, and from January
of 1969, became head of the Central State Security HQ within the Ministry of Interior
of the Slovak Socialist Republic. From 1% January 1969, Pobeha led the technical and
scientific foreign intelligence, the regional units of the central foreign intelligence
administration and its educational system, becoming the deputy head of the 1* unit
within the Ministry of Interior. In April of 1971, he graduated from the Faculty of Law
of the Comenius University in Bratislava. From August of 1974 until April 1981, he was
head of the Regional Directorate of the National Security Corps in Bratislava. From
May 1981, was the head (dean) of the Investigation Faculty of the Higher School
of National Security Corps in Bratislava. He retired at the end of January 1987, as a
colonel.

Viktor Sedmik (1916 - ?). Graduated from the Higher School for Teachers, and from
1935 was teaching at an elementary school in the city of Kokava nad Rimavicou. In
1937-1943 Sedmik was a military officer on active duty, fighting at the Eastern Front,
and also cooperated with the intelligence unit of the National Security Ministry. In



Rudolf Viktorin

February 1943, he was assigned to the Gendarmerie HQ; having important functions
with the resistance gendarmerie forces. From February 1945, Sedmik worked in the
security machinery, organising the National Security Corps in south of Slovakia, and
later he was appointed adjutant to the National Security Head Commander. From the
end of 1945, he was deputy Head of political intelligence and of the state security
unit within the Internal Affairs Commission, and, at the same time, head of the II"®
(secret service) division of the unit. From January 1949 until March 1950, Sedmik led
the BA unit within the Internal Affairs Commission, and from April of 1950, he was
appointed head of the economic and control unit within the Transport Commission.
From June, he worked in the State Pedagogical Institute in Bratislava, and became a
teacher. Early in January 1952, Sedmik was arrested and tried together with the Oskar
Valasek and accomplices. In 1959, he was released from prison, and was rehabilitated
in 1963. He then worked in the administration of Bucina®.

Andrej Velgos (1910 - 7). Contrary to majority of the State Security officials, he
graduated from the Law Faculty, and had long-time experience in police work. In the
pre-war Czechoslovakian Republic, he worked with the State Police Authority in the
city of Nyrsko, and in the Police HQ in Prague. During the Slovak Republic, Velgos
worked with the State Security HQ, and, among others, interrogated T. Balaz, later to
be his colleague. Velgos helped various illegal groups (e.g. L. Kukorelli, with whom
he had family relationship; M. Barbari¢, and others). After the war, he became the
head of secret service unit within the District National Security HQ in Bratislava, and,
until 1948 after VI'" and VII*"" units were established, he was appointed the head of
intelligence unit within the 11" division (1I/2). Early in March 1948, he was transferred
to the VI*" Unit within the Internal Affairs Commission. Later, he returned to the BA
unit, and in 1950 he was transferred to the Economic Audit Administration and soon
after that to the IV*" unit of the Internal Affairs Commission and was in charge of
public administration.

Rudolf Viktorin (1896 — 1986). During WWI Viktorin participated in battles on
both the Russian and Italian fronts. He later became a wood salesman for Lignum, a
company in the city of Hodonin. Later, he became independent and lived in the city
of Zilina. From 1926, he was a member of Social-Democratic Party. During the Slovak
Republic?, he participated in the resistance movement, and cooperated with the
“Fléra” group of Kvéta Viestova. In 1944, Viktorin actively participated in a merger
of Slovak Social demacrats and communists. He was member of the Slovak National
Council established during the Slovak National Uprising. In 1945-1950, he was
member of the Slovak Communist Party Central Committee. Gustav Husak, then the
Commissioner, gave him the task of establishing a new state security service. In 1945,
he was appointed deputy commander of the National Security Corps, head of the 2™
division of the National Security HQ, and the central political secret service, as well of
the unit of state security and political intelligence of the Internal Affairs Commission.
From January 1949 until June of 1950, he was the head of the coordination unit
within the Internal Affairs Commission, and later, director of Drevona?, Bratislava.
Early in January 1952, he was arrested and tried in the Oskar Valasek trial. In 1959 he
was released from prison and was rehabilitated four years later.

%0 Transl. note: wood factory.
“ Transl. note: WWIL.
¢ Transl. note: wood processing company.
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